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FOREYVORD 


This history is based on one compiled by Ema 5, 
Billings Patterson of Rochester, New York during 
1912, 1913 and 1914, tynewritten, and three rela 
tives were discovered to have psa bus so far 
as I was able to discover no 1at ry had 2 copy. 
Her manuscript was cedicated to ee dear father, 
Amos FB. Rillin nes, and her Aunt Celestia Billings 
who took the ~place of her mother aft-r the lat- 
ter's ceath. She stated that she started the re- 
search on the Pillinegs Family in an earnest ce- 
sire to become a member of the Daughters of the 
émerican Revolution, in which efforts she was 
sreatly assisted by her husband Lewis C. Patter- 
son. COnee started their efforts snowballed in- 
to many more interesting facts than vere neces- 
sary tran for membership in the BD. A. R., devel~ 
oping into a very valuable éocum ent, whieh un- 
ere ty was available to very Pew people. 


I have been able to make what I consider to be 
some significent additions, end hope by putting 
ur combined efforts into several librories 
they can be available to a lerger number of in- 


terested persons. 


Rose Anne Howe 


HOWE—Rose J Anne. Howe, Nov. 9, 1958, 
. Sister of Daisy H. Kilgore of Daly 
r City, Cal.; also survived by five nieces 
and- nephews. At chapel, 5501 Aste 
land avenue, where services will be held 
_ Wednesday, Nov. 12, at 12 noon. 
Interment Kalamazoo, Mich, Thursday. 
Member of D. A. Rs former member 
- of Corinthian chapter, No. 123, O. E. 8. 
r Member of Women’s University Club of 
Chicago. Memorials to Chicago Wesley 
Hospital fund or to we fund preferred. 
_LOngbeach 1-264 1-2645. 
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HISTORY OF ORE BRA CH OF THE BILLTNCS FAMILY 


T 


re Family in Hneland 





The vord "biliins" has been variously explained as mean- 
ing a "place by the meadow" end "eut or divided land," 
both of which would indicate that originally it connoted 
a certain tyse of tonosraphy, and gave the nome to, cer- 
tain neichboring inha*itants because of where they lived. 
There are various syellings of the name to de found - 
Billinge,Beilings, Bellinges, Billyng, Bilin, etc. The 
first members of the family were called "de Billing," but 
the "de" was subseauently dronned, and in this country an 
"s" was added, but none of the spellings can be ruled out 
because in the early day spelling and chirography vere 
rather crude arts, and many tines practiced by only a few 


z 


poorly educated clerks, who wrote names down as they 


sounced to them, In this work I shall use the finally 
accented spelling "Billings." . 


The oldest mention of the name found in the records was 
of Henry de Billing, the holder of a sixth part of one 
kmight's fee and three virgates of land in Rushden, 

Northamptonshire in A. D. 1221. Other references are 
a Hary de Billing of Lancashire at ea slightly later date, 


4. 


to a Thomas ce Dillinge of Muntingtonshire in 12732, toa 
William de Billinge of Nottinghamshire and to an Adam de 


Billing of Suffolkstire about the same time. There was 

also a William Billineces in Flintshire in Vales in the 

latter part of the 14th century. But no lineage hss been 

established between any of these isolated cases, nor of 
th the later Billines family. 


The euthentic record of the family starts with John Pill- 
ing of Rowell and Rushden in Northamptonshire, who was a 
petron of the church of St. Andrevs in Coily-feston in _ 
November 1430. Ue had tyvo sons, Thomas and John, the lat- 
ter of whom died March 19, 1473, and was buried in Wood- 
ford Church. This son left an only dauchter Dovsabel, 

who married: William Srooke of Astwell in Northanvtonshire, 
to whom she carried the estate derived from her father. 


The other son, Thomas (Sir Thomas Billing), is the most 
prominent member of the family in Ensland, most of whom 
were inconsnicuous ecountry gentlemen. “He was meade a 
serjeant-at-law in 1553, kmishted in 1458. Fe was coun- 
sel for King Eenry VI, nrincipnal lew adviser to Edward IV, 
and on January 23, 1468/9 was uade Chief Justice of the 
King's Bench, a position which he retained through all 

the political vicissitudes of the War of the Roses, expire 
ing inHisbed May 5, 1:51 from a stroke of apoplexy. Fe 
was buricd in Bettlesden Abbey in Oxfordshire, under an 
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Billinses - 2 


elaborately decorated blue marble slab, which at the dis- 
solution of the nonasteries was renewed and placed in the 
upper end of the center aisle of Wappenham Church, where 
it can still be seen. Ee wos twice married, lst to Kath- 
erine, the Caughter end feitess of Roger Giffard of Twy- 
ford in Buckinchanshire, and through her he becane pos— 
sessed of Ciffard Manor in the -hamlet of Astwell and par- 
ish of Wanppenham in Northampton shire, afterwards called 
Billings Vanor. Through her, the family has descent from 
Troyaity- and several Meena Charta barons. She was the 

“ mother of his five sons and four daughters - Thomas, John, 
Roger, Villian, “Nicholas, Ke th as Isabel, Margaret, 
and a fourth Gaughter not named. Fis secord wife was liam 
ry, daughter and heiress of Robert Wesenham, widow of Wile | 
lian Cotton, gle married 3rd Thomas Lacy. She died March 
14, 1499, and was buried in the south aisle of St, Marsa- 
ret's Church at | wosimiestérg & great portion of which she 

-and Sir Thomas had rebvilt. 

(3) Nicholas, fifth and younsest son of Sir Thoras, is next | 
in the male line of Billings because the other four sons. 
of Sir Thomas either went into female lines or died with- 
out issue. Wicholes was of Middleton Melzor in Northamn- 
tonshire, died in 1512 having made his will the 23rd of 
October. His wife was Agnes, daushter of Stenhen Gilbert 
of Middleton Ma alzor, by vhom he had pe daughters, Kather- 
ine anc Agnes, and four sons = Roger, Willian, He ary talon 

Jon 

(4). John Billing of Micdcleton Malzor, fourth and youngest son 
of Hicholas, died in 1526, His will Cid rot mention his 
eife sé her -namé isnot known, but he*left-bdbeanests to 
his children - William, Nicholas, Thoma = and Agnes (Sody- 

~ ence). 

(5) Willian Billing of Middleton Malzor, the eldest son of 
John, died in 1557. His will was dated the 13%h of Sep- 
texber and rroved on the l+th of Novenber. By his wife 
Joan, who survived bary ke wed a daughter Katherine, end 
three sons - William who died before his father leaving 
widow Elizabeth; Roger of elena pet Pichard also of 
Aa dine bt where he married in Taunton Ja nuary 20, 

1561/2 Katherine Wilcox, by 1 whom ke had three sons - Rich- 
ard, Wich nolas, and John. He resided in East Lydford. 


(6) Roger Billing, second son of William, having with his 
brother Richard inherited lands in Somersetshire from his 
“father, removed to that county and settled at Saltonsbor- 

ough, near Clastohbury, where he wes buried December 16, 
1596. By his will dated December 14, 1596 and vroved 
April 20, 1597, he beaueathed his property to his tyvo 
sons Richard the Elder and Richaré the Younger, to be di- 
vided by his brother Richard of East Lyéford ard other 
persons named, into as nearly as possible two ecuel varts. 
By his first wife Katherine, who was buried at Baltonsbor- 
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ough February 12, 1566/7, he had besides Richard the Hld- 
er mentioned above, Blizabeth baptized Jamiary 8, 1561/2 
and buried October ae 1587, John baptized Januery 8, 156% 
and buried May 31, 1573. His second wife was Edit} hn €ol- 
burn, whom he married at Taltonsborough December Z 1573. 
Sne was buried there July 4, 1605. Their children vere 
Agnes, bantized ae ecree 73 1574, Chris Soph 1er bavtized 
Decenber 25, 1579 and buried March ii, : 589/90, Acatha 
bantized Cesover 15, 1578, Mary bapt tized December Mls 

1581, Richard called Richard the Youn = baptized Noven- 
ber 8, 1584. Richard the Younger resided some time at 
Baltonsborovgh, where he married | May 22, 1617 Susan Rushe 
by whom he ase . Gaughter Edith who was "nantized April 14, 
1619. He wes church No oie To in 1628, but what becaie of 
hin attcesarad is not ascertained. 


Richard Billing, the eldest son of Roger Eilling of Bale 
tonsborough, called Richard the Elder, removed so Taunton, 
where he married Elizabeth, daughter of Ebenezer Strong 

of that place, end was. pos sessed of landed property, 

which by his will Gated in 1604 he gave te his children, 
Ee also mace } bequests to the reparation of the church of 
St. James in Tzunton, to the noor of that narish and of 
Baltonsboroush, and Jott twenty shillings to his brother 
Richard to meke a ring in remembrance of him. He anpoint- 
ed his wife executrix and made her residuary lezatee of 
all his personal estate. Their children were, besides 
Elizabeth who married Thomas Savage, Richard, Roger, Eben 
ezer, Willien. ; x 


Willian Billing, the youngest son of Richard Billing the 
Elder, had by his fat her's will a house and Tand in Taun- 
ton, éaltcd Deanes. We do not Imov the name of William's 


wife, but we do kmow that had these children - Richard, - 
Roger, Joseph, EDSEEAEE s Willian, 


This? 23 thGs seneration several of.whose members came to 


Hew England, “and for whom some authentic records are misse 


ing and can only be implied by inference, The statencnt 
hes been made that Richard Billing | of Hartford and Hate 
field was the Prgeneh of William of Stonington. Mrs. Ene 
ma F. Billines Patterson on whose history of the family 
this one is based, ‘epetas Without proof that he was the 
uncle of tMliian of Stonington, “We know that he nae an 
the ran ars and Va that ke 
) 8 PERT Tle Ut akemen’ Shanes ieosi bles 

< any rave he bebe yea ate Rartford, Connecticut with his 
wife Margery and son Sammel in 1640 and removed to Hat- 

field in 16¢1, where he died March 13, 1679. He married 


Ond varah, daughter of Richaru Fell ous, who married ond 


Samuel Delding JP. of Hatfield, end died February 55 2913 
Ry rer he had Ebenezer, Sarah, Richard, John, Sarah’ end. 


In his book "Ancestors and Descendents of Fine" hy Charles 
Y at 3) aaa 203 i Bale tape MGecresse Of Lane c 2 ODT S 
~Harry. Billings of Syracuse, eu ork, b i 
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‘mont end western Massachusetts. 
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he implis that Nathaniel Billings who was admitted a free- 
man @§ Concord, Massachusetts in 1641 and who died August 
24, 1573, leavivg sons John and Natheniel, vas aiso of 


this family, but no proof of this has been found, 


(9) Roger Billing, born Taunton, Somersetshire, England abou 
b 9 ? 2 
| 
> 


1618, was the son of Roger Billing, but whether of Roger 
or oF *Roger°’ is not cuite clear. He came to New England 
and was in Dorchester as early as, 1635; he was admitted 

as @a member of the church in 1640, and made a freeman in 
1643. He married Ist Mary and had by her a daughter Mary, 
both of whom die? in 1643; he married 2nd Hannah by whom 
he hed Fannah, Josevh, Ebenezer, Roger, Elizabeth, Zippo- 
ran. “Hannah cite? March 25, 1662, and he married ire 
Elizabeth,:ddughter of John Pratt; born frbruary 19, 2642, 
and by her had another son Jonathan. Roser diec November 
15, 1683, his will dated February 2, 1680 with a codicil 
dated November 13, 1683, ana proved December 15, 1682, 
From him come a host cf cescendants living mostly in east-_ 


=_— 
Ye 


ern Massachusetts, but spreading to New Hampshire, Ver- 


(9) The best traced memter of this generation and immigrant, 


to America was William Billing. The high degree of auth- 
enticity comes from the will of his brother Zbenezer dat- 
ed Jarmary 23, 1649, “William hac inherited the estate of 


Pesnes from his father, end when he decided to come to An-= 


+ 


erica had sold his interests to Exenezer. The latter 
stated in his will that if William returned to "ngland 
within two yerrs of the date of his death, the property 
should be returned to him, otherwise it shovid go to his 
nemesake Ebenezer, the son of his late brother Joseph, de- 
ceased. William did not return, but made a very large es- 
is new country. He must have been 
hen he died in 1713 his gravestone 
read thet he died in his 85th year, Through various .rec- 
ords his wanderings in Mew England can be traced until he 
finally settled down in Stonington, Connecticut. He sub- 
scribed to "Orders" in Lancaster, Massachusetts Sentember 


born in 1628, since w 


“4, 1654. ‘This is the first record we have of hin alvhough 


his brother's will made in 1649 would indicate that he 
came previous to thet date. He was married in Dorchester 
to Mary ------- by Major Atherton February 12, 1657/38. 
When Block Island was first settled by Dr. George Alcock, 


‘who had purchased the island, and had gathered a group 


from Braintree, Dorchester, Boston and neighboring towns 
August 17, 1660 to decide abot lots and locations, ‘il- 
liam Billing is listed as one of the "first comers". How- 
ever he apparently dic not purchase land, and shortly af- 
ter that he joined the company of William Chesebrough who 
was recruiting settlers for Connecticut. Eefore 1570 he 
was in New London, in which year he was fined for neglect 
of training. He had four children baptized in the First 
Church of New London, September 1, 1672, and another on 
Hareh 14, 1674/5. 
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THE FAMILY OF WILLIAM BILLINGS IN NEW ENGLAND 


es 


| William Billings, #9 in @nzglish Lineage, “} in. this hiss: 

) tory, besides the exploits mentioned above, served in 

| King Philip's War in 1675 and his name appears on the 

} "Dist of the English Volunteers in the Late Narraga: sect 

} War," as #161, In the allotment of land to the Volun- 
teers, Voluntown, he drew Lot 106 of the Cedar Swamp 
Lots. Early in 1677 he removed to Stonington, which from 

- then on was his permanent residence. May 10, 1677 he 

bought of Daniel Mason of Stonington 100 acres of land 
which was formerly laid out to Mason's father, Major John 
Mason, being land on Cosatuc Hill, adjoining lance which 
William bought of Hr. Noyes August 27, 1673. Joshua vak- 
er of New London made over to William his right to a 
grant of 50 seres, which was a part of a_ 100 acre grant 
to Joshua Holmes. Fe bought other narcels of land and 
built himself a house on Cosatue Hill. In this way he 
becarie 3 large land owner and was consicered in that cay 
a very wealthy man. On April 29, 1677 he was admitted to 
the First Church of Stonington, and on July 1 of that 
year he had two children bantized, and another Anril ae 
1682, The Ceneral Court had granted to Thomas Stafford 

.. 50 acres at or near Pachaug (now Griswold, Connecticut), 

the latter assigning. it to “illiam Billings, end the land 
was laid ont in November of 1677. In 1692 and 1693 he 
was a selectman of Stonington, He died Merch 16, 1713 in 
his 85th year and was buried in the 01d Plain Cemetery in 
North Stonington. He made his will October 3, L7i? and 
it was proved April T+, 1713. At a Court of Probate held 
in New London Narch 26, 1718, administration was granted 
to Ebenezer Billings on the lands and other sroperty apa 
his mother, Mary Billings, and at a court session held 
July 8, 1718, the mmeupative will of Mrs, Mary Fillings, 
late of Stonington, deceased, was presented, accepted and 
ordered to be recorded, and the administrator, Doenezer. 
Billines ordered to administer accordingly. ‘4lijants 
gravestone is still legible, but Mary's is illegible ez- 
cent for the footstone which reads mm, BY" In William's 
will mentions his wife Vary, his son William, his dseugh-- 
ters Margaret, Mary, Lydia and Mercy, his @aughter Abi- © 
gail's four daughters, his daughters Dorethy and Patierce, 
his grandson SPeriah Grant, his sranddeughter Mary Keeays 
(this nane doubtful), and his son Ebenezer, who is made a 
residuary lezgatee and executor. Mary's ritoupative or 
mentions her Caughters, Margaret, Mary, Lydia, Mercy, Dor- 
othy and Patience, her granddaughtes lary Ceay (apis name 
Z } I T1ivaha Ran anc PM Bane ® ‘ uv 
ee eee Randall ong Vary Ponda. several 
were bantized at one time, even the order can be ascer- 
tained only by inference. 
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- ee ean Hie ing, b, Taunton, England £2, 1628, d. age 
1657/2 Mary ------- , who dad, bet. 1713, a3 1718. 


- Children 2 
Efe Margaret, De Ces 16595 Ge 1715, Me Aug. ES, 1676 td - 
mund Fanning and had Villian, 5 wg Jonathan. 
2. William (Cant.), ca 1663, bur. Preston, Conn, June 


fs be 
&,.1738, Ms. ca.-1688 Famnah, dau, of Roger and Hannah 
e j widow of Thonas Hewitt; b. Stoning= 
ton Aug. 18, 1572, d. Preston lov. wy 1751. His fa- 
. ther save hin a larg farm at Preston and he became 
an influential cit izen there. oth he and bis wife 
are buried in Rixtown Cem. in the eastern part of 
Grisvold.. Their Bat Titan - Mary (Boardman), b. 1689; 
Joseph, b. June 28, 1692; Prudence, b. June 12, 16945 


Reve | Witan Billings of “Windhen, eraduate of Yale, Db. 
Feb. 16, 1697; Samuel, b. Aug. 16, 1699; Dorothy (2 Pa= 


wards), b. Feb. 2 1702; Rachel Rees ecy), bd. tert 255 
1704; Sarah, b. Sept. 10, 1705; Hannah (Putnan), b Di 
1706; Roger (Cant.), b. lar, 19, 17083 Ichabod, b. 
Seot. 5, 1710; Elizabeth (Avery), Bend ates Fs 1713, 


E pe Ebenezer (Ens. ) 3 Bs Cae 1661, 
kh, Joseph, bap. at New London, Sept. 1, 1672, d. young. 


oe Mary, bap. Sept. 1, 1672, nrob. nm. Stonington Dec, 24, 
1688, Jo&n, son of Nathanie’ Whiting of Wrentham, b. 
\ July’ 19, 1665, Children: tatu aniel, Mary, John, Zu- 


biah (Sweeting-Vare). 


i 
6. Lydia, bap. New London Sent, 1, 1672, d. Aus. 1747, m. 
Ist “illian, son of Luke Brorley, De Ge. 1658, d. ea. 
1703, m. Ond bef. July 25, 1704 Same Hee (Cea; of 





) 
Preston. Children: (1) Lydia (Charles), L ke, Wil- 
liam, ~Hernah (Foster), | Elisha, Hephzibah ae rt 
(Her father and mother's wills mention also a Mary 
fe ica 
cae Hierey, tele a tondeton Oct. 27, 1674, ban. Now Lond 
fareh 14, 1674/5, She had an illégitimate son Beriah 
: bavtized "July 24, 1698. 
8. Mary, ban. Mer. ih, 1675/6. (Yoratio Gates Somerby 
in his manusecrinvt history of the Billines family 
givcs this daughter, but he is probably mistaken) 





9. Abigail, ban. Stonington July 1, 1577, Ge Stonington 
1705, m Stonington 1695 John Randall TPs, b. 1666, 
Childrens CHilian mentioned four Caughters, Mary 
mentioned granddaughters Elizabeth and 1 lary) = Bliza- 
beth (Srown), Jonathan, Mary (7ilcox), John (Capt. ie 
Dorothy, Abigail (Brown). 
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10. Dorothy, bap. July 1,.1677, m. Paniel Mackey - one 
child Mary, bap. Sténmington June 16, 1695, 


ll. Elizabeth, bap. Stonington Sept. 28, 1679, admitted 
to the Church Nov. 10, 1700, and dismissed to the 
Church at Wrentham Apr. 6, 1701, supposedly to live 
with her sister Mary (Billings) Whiting. 


12, Patience, bap. Stonington Apr. 9, 1682, 


12, Pruvence, bap, Mar. 4, 1683 (Somerby is the sole auth- 
ority for tis daughter and her baptism). 


Ens. Ebenezer@Sillincs (lillian), Be ed. T6El. d. Sept, 
16, 2727,°m. Desipor Fev. or first of Mar. 1680/1 Ann 
Comstock (Daniel“, Yilliam’), ban. at New London with sev- 
en other of her father's children Apr. 9, 1671. Ehenezer 
was a soldier in Eing Philip's Yar in 16753 smn was’ admit. - 
ted toe tharChuréhsSent. 304 1705) °and) Ebenezer March 18, 
1712 at which time he acknowledged his parents! covenant, 
He made his will Pebruary 26, 1726/7 and it ‘was proved 
October 5, 1727. He mentions his wife Ann, his sons “ben~ 
zer, Wiliiam, Jemes, Increase, Benjamin, his daughters 
Anne Fakes, Zinporsh Strickland, Margaret .Durch, Jemima 
Baléwin, Thankful Smith, grandchildren Mary Powers, "rist- 
tram Billines. Early in 1727 a church was established at 
North Stonington, end the Billinzs family transferred 
their memberships to t'is new church; as a consecuence 
the dete of Ann's death has been lost, but both she and: 
Ebenezer are buriedc in the North Stonington Cemetery. 
Children e 


i 
“ 


=F 
€ 
Ss 


Al, Bnnage by, 0et .-7; 1651, bap. as Hannah Fay 11, 1690, 
d.-ea. 1752, m. Stonington Jan. 16, 1718 Solomon 
Hakes, who d. ca. 1752. Childrens Ceorge, Marj 

Darling), Jonathan, Solomon. 

2. Ebenezer, b. Jan. 1, 168% and ban. Stonington May 11, 

1690, m. Fhebe Dennison tor. 2. 1706. He was made a 


2... @Asi.gn,in.172t.ang 2 liewtenant-im7 1731.0 ° chil 
Abigail (Prentice), John who d. yours, Ebenezer 
Phebe (Palmer), Grace (Noyes), *n (Prentice), John, 


3. ‘William, 6. Avr. 4, 1686, bap. May 11, 1690, ©. Marga- 
© pet }---5--5)> Childrens; Tenejah, Thankful, Ichahod, 
Moses, Dorothy, Samuel, Prudence, Mary (Prentice), 

Esther, ‘illian, 


4, Ene, James, b. Oct. 4, 1688, bap. May 11, 1690. 


5. Zinnorah, b. May 13, 1691, ban. Apr. 5, 1691 (?), nm. 
Mer. 16, 1714 Thomas Strickland. 
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6. Margaret, b. Apr. 11, 1693, bap. Stonington June ll, 
1693, m. Feb. 5, 1717 Jeremian3 Burch (Jereniah2, 
Thomasl!), b. July 14, 1673. Children: Joseph, Thom- 
as, Isaiah, Mary, Jeremiah, Martha, Increase, Jona- 

| than, Eenjomin. The Tristram Billings mentioned in 

‘7 Ebenezer's will was ban. Ma; 28, 1714 as the son of 
Mergaret Billings, and that was 3 years before her 
marriage so would indicate that he was vorn out, of 
wedlock; another has reported him as the son cf “il- 
liem? above whose wife was unlmovn, but could have 
been Margaret -------. Tristram was of Croton, c. 
1753, m. Sept. 10, 1740 at Westerly, R. I, Blizabeth 
Lester of Stonington. In his will dated Sepvt. i9, 
1753 mentions wife Elizabeth, anc children Denjemin, 
William, Mery, Martha anc Blizabeth. 

7. Wary, bap. Apr. 8, 169% (baptismal record is the only 
ene for her, anc it is almost certsin that she was 
the daughter of Ebenezer Williams, b. Jan. 7, 1694.) 

8. . Jemima, b. Apr. 5, 1695, bap. May 26, 1695, m. ------ 

Rec (Baldwin. 

9, Increase (Ens.), b. May 13, 1697, bap. June 27, 1697, 
ad. Preston Oct. 12, 1777, m. 1st Preston, Dec. 26 
1720, Hannah, dau. of Eenjamin and Maria Grau nes 
Hewitt, ban. Stonington June 29, 1701, d. Stonington 
Dec. 17, 1748; m. 2nd Stonington July 26, 1751, Sarah 
(Perkins) Stodéard, widow of Robert Stoddard. Chil- 
dren, sll by 1st wife - Andrew, Stevhen, Increase, 
Abigail, Lucy, Jemima, Stephen end, Jared, 

10, Thankful, b. Feb. 5, 1698/9, ban. Stonington Mar. 19 
1692/9, a. quly 20,1740, m. Ver. 18, 1724/5, Deniel? 
Smith (John, Daniel“, Daniel+), b. Aug. 1, 1700, 4. 
Aug, 26, 1741. Children - Mary, Anna (Swan), Josenh, 
John, Thenxful, Epnrain. | 

ll, Benjamin, b. Sent. 28, 1703, bap. Stonington June ors 
170%, ad. 1742, m. Westerly, R, I. June 22, 1724 Mary, 
dau, séaward and Merey Tenigone Chileren - Desire, Pe 
June 5, 1726, Benjamin, 5. Dec. 12, 1728, a captain 

on Etmithe mititia,, - 

12. Judith (Juéah), a natural dau. of Ebenezer by Hannah 

Heine, an. Aug. 16, 1702, but mist have been b. 2. 

1699, since the church held a meeting about Sbenezer 

and Hannah Maine Rec. 1700 according to Manasseh Minor. 

Juéith Billings m. Avr. 22, 1714 Jonathan © Snelding 

(Jonn3; John Edvardl), ad. 1763 sged 86. Another 

Spalding-Dillines narri*ge was of Ann Billings (Eben- 

_ ezer-, “benezer¢, Villian ), b.Jan. 2}, 1718, m. 

~ Simon Spalding (sevard Ravard>, sohn<, Edwai 

232 a, Tov. 10, 1754 - Aon, half 





III, Ens. Janes3 Dillinss (Ebenezer’, Willian!), b. Stonington 
~ Oct. 4, 1688, ban. Moy 11, 1690, d. 1761, having made his 
Gls me Mor. 17, 1714/5 Mary? Hewitt (en-. 
bop, Aug. 12, 1694. He was made ensign 


gt 

proved Oct. 9, 1751, he meritioned sons vesse, James, 
Aros (deceased), his daughter Eunice Dabeock anc her son 
Jesse. his granddaughter Mary, deu. of son Amos, and his 
sons-ine-layv Cant. Josenn Palmer and Timothy Batcock. 

Wis vpaow in her will dated Jan. 29, 1763 and proved May 


= i. 
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25, 1763, mentioned dau. Eunice Babcock, son Jesse and 
granddaughters Eunice Palmer and Mary Billines. Their 
children b. Stonington: 

1. Zipporeh, b. Oct. 20, 1715, bap. Stonington, Oct. 21, 
1716, dy ca._1765, m. July_10, 1738, Joseph* Palmer 
(George? Gershon“, VYalter!), b. Aug. 16, 1717. Chil- 
Gren: David, Ethel, Phebe, Joseph, Zipporah, Content, 
Gershom, Jenima, Bunice. 


2. Jemes, b. 20th of Sept. 1719, bap. Preston Apr. 2, 1720. 


3. Eunice, b. Aug. 17, 1721, bap., at Preston Oct._14, 
1722, m. Sct. 26, 1740 Ezekiel'Babcock (Robert>, John2, 
James-), b. June 22, 1716, Children: #lihu, Mery 
(Einckley), David, Martha (Eells), Robert. 


4%. Lois, b. Jan. 6, 1723, pap, Stonington for. 6, 172k, 
Me Syly 1, 1745 Timothy’? Babeock (James*, James3, 
John“, James”), b. Oct. 12, 1724, d. Dec. 3, 1795. 
Children: Lois (Clark), Timothy, Jesse, Grace (Plumb), 
Desire (Palmer). 


5. Amos, b. May 9, 1728, m. Jan. 10, 1750 Bethia Miner - 
one child Mary, b. Aug. 21, 1750. 


6s David, b. Sent. 6, 1730. 


7. Jesse; b. Apr. 18, 1737, =. Mar. 5, 1761 Grace Breed, 
dau. of Johr and Mary (Prentice) Breed, and cousin of 
Fhenezer Breed of Breed's Hill (Bunker Hill), b. June 
2, 1740. Fe is said to have served in the Revolvtion- 
ary Ver with the rank of captain; after the Revolu- 
tion they removed to Old Saratoga, N. Y¥Y. where he was 
prominent in civic affairs. Their children: Elihu, 
Henry, John, Grace (Morgan), Esther (Holmes), Jesse II. 
Jesse Was made captein in the 25th Conn. Resiment, Oct. 

hay (21, 1778, 

James’ Billings (James3, Ebenezer®, William!), b. Stoning- 

ton Sept. 20, 1719, ban. at Preston Apr. 1720, m. 1740 

MargarettFanning Caliiand, John«, Farmnd.}, b. 1727 and 

d. Mar. 27, 1752. Their childrens 


1, J6nas5.>. Feb. 6, 1742, prob. d. unm. 


2. Benjamin, b. Nov. 4, 1744, m. Nov. 7, 1766 Ruhena 


Palmers children - Perez, b. 1767, Ezra, b. Oct. 5, 
1768, Lydia, b. Aug. 5, 1770. 


» Alpheus, b. Oct. 27, 1746, m. Oct. 25, 1 Betty 
: Wiclarire: tele hs thar eS, Db. tap? 3517985 Sesenh, 
be Pay 19, 1775; Llizabeth, b. Dec. 31) 1777; Hannah, 
b. July 17, 17°93 Abigail, b. Sent. 6, 1782: Nantz, be 
eons 40853 Jemes, b. Mer. 30, 1767; Benjamin, b. 
Hay Sy, 1789, ; : ; 


u, fmos, bd. Jar. 16, 1745. 1790 Census fives him with 2. 
males over 16, 4 under 16, 5 females, and 1 other free 
Oe. ames, be. Oct, 11, 1751. (white. 
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THMIGRANT ANCZSTORS, MOT BILLINGS, IN THIS LINE SO FAR 


Note: Father of Mary, wife of William! Billings unknown. 


Tne Comstock Fanily 


The name Comstock is a very old cne in England, zoins back to 
the Domesday Book in the time of William the Conqueror: it 
comes from the name of a village on the Culm, 2 small stream 
in Devonshire England. However the American Comstocks have 
not been traced back to the early members of the femily. 
William, the first in America, born Enseland about 1590, ap- 
peared in Wethersfield, Connecticut, where he purchased land 
from Richerd Tillis May 28, 1641 = probably a participvant in 
the m' gration from Watertown to Vethersfield, “indsor, and 
Hartford, Connecticut which took place about this time. He 
was one cf wwency-six from Wethersfield, Connecticut, in an 
expedition commanded by Capt, John Mason, which captured the 
Pequot Fort at Kystic, May 26, 1637, killing about five hun- 
dred Incians. Actions were brought against him at the Harte 
ford Court Ausust 1, 1644+ and June 7, 1649. At Peauot (later 


- @alle@ New London) he was granted land Ture 21, 1647, a lot 


it, 


in town and ten acres cf upland, also ten seres on the east 
side of the Great River ( anes), Other grsnts were twenty 
acres at Nahantic (iantic) on December 2, 1651, eight acres 
cf upland, another 100 acres of upland laid out to Mr. Tinker, 
100 acres vunon a hiv hill up the Mohican bounded by land 
laid out to Mr. Picket. He voted in the town meeting of Nov- 
ember 10, 1550, and in July 1651 "wrought" on the mill dam 


i 
‘ 


7. 2 a» ,s* s 5 ‘ = § 
which is stiil in use, chosen sexton of meeting February 25, 


‘1662. He married 2nd Elizabeth -------, anz hac the follow- 


ing children: (1) John. who died in Lyme 1680, married Abi- 

gail --------; (2) Samuel who died in Providence, R, I. shout 
1660, marricd Anne ---=--, vho married 2nd John Smith the ma- 
son; (3) Daniel; (4) Christopher, who died December 28, 1702, 
married Octcher 6, 1663 Hannah, daughter of Richard Platt of 

Milford, baptized October 6, 1643; (5) Elizabeth who died Ju- 
ly 1659, married January 1651 Edward Shinton of Saybrool:. 


Daniel, died Kew London 1683, married Paltiah, daughter of 
John and Abigail (-------) Blderkin, January 29, 1644. This 
marriage took place in Providence, R. I. where Daniel was ar~ 
rested with some otter young men for giving a false alarm the 
2th of June 1648, June 2, 1655 he put up his house for sale 
and removed to New London where the 19th of December 1658 he 
Was granted 100 acres of upland by Sawmill Brock. An invento- 
ry of his estate November 13, 1683, he havirg cied intestate, 
he_was found to own 150 acres more bousht ef Vr. Loveland; 
the estate wos valued as £221-17s-6d, and admitistration was 
granted to Paltiah, who was to bring up the echiidren. They 


were: (1) Daniel, bap. Apr. 9, 1671, nm. Hlizabeth Frentice; 


(2) Mary; (2) Sarah: (4) Hannah (Forsyth); (5) Fone; (6) Zin- 
porah; (7) Elizabeth; (8) Bethiahs (9) Anne, who married Eben- 
ezer Billings;(19) Rebecca (Stebbins); (11) Eingsland; (12) 
Patience; (133 Samuel. 
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Connecticut June 234 1637, m. (1) Abigail ------- 
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John Elderkin, born in Encland about 1616 (in a court deposi- 
tion given in 1672, he cave his ege ss 56), died ae eet 
u 2 Wey tench 
1, 1660, Elizabeth (a lineal cescendant of Henry de Bohun, 

ist Zarl of Hereford; her family line runs straight to three 


-of the earls who were elected guardians of the Magna Charta), 


daughter of John Drake, widow of William Gaylord of ‘lindhan, 
Connecticut, who died Horwich Connecticut June 8, 1716, aged 
95. John vas the only one of the Zlderkin name who came to 

this country. It has been ssid but not proved that he came 

from Fenns in Lincolnshire, The family is an old one in 


Northumberland, and is an English-Scoth borderland family. 


However, his linenge has not been traced back of this country. 
He was first heard of at Lynn, Massachusetts in 1637, which 
was first settled in 1629, In 1638, 26 acres.of land was al- 
loted to him, He was a carpenter and millwrisht, and protab-— 
ly built a mill at Lynn. Ee eppeared at Tedham in 1641, ané 


in Redding in 1646, in Providence in 1643, in New London in 


1651, in Horwich in 1661, where he died. His freauent cheng- 
es of residence were probably due to the fact. that he was a 
contractor end master builder of churches, mills, houses, 
bridges, vessels. Ue built the church at New London at the 


= 


request of Governor Winthrop, and built the first merchant 


‘ship ever built and owned in New London, the "New London Try- 


ali", 1661. Besides this and runring a mill, he was the inn- 
keeper in Nev London, licensed Nevember 6, 1654. He probably 


‘went to Norwich as soon as that towm was started and was giv- 


en two lots, one of which: he sold, and built a nill on the 
3 3 


other. He was given 40 acres on the south sice of Little 


Plain side hills upon the cove. He was one of 25 freemen in 
1668: was commissioned to build a new meeting house in Ip? 4c 
In compensation for building te gallery in the new meeting 
house he was given a tract of land at Pocketannuck's Cove 
mouth. In 1675 a “lean-to" was added to the church and Elder- 
kin was engaged to arrange the pews according to the dignity 
of the pewnolders ("Dignity" based on age, rank, office, es-== 
tate and aid furnished in building the house.) By first wife 
he had: (1)-Abigail, b. Boston, Mass, Sept. 13, 1641/2; (2) 
Hannah, who m, Richard Hendy; (3) Paltiah, who m. Daniel Conm- 
stock, By 2nd wife he had (+) Anne, b. Jan. 1661; (5) John, 
Sr., b. Apr. 1664; (6) Bashua, b. Nov. 16653 (7) Jenes, b. 
Mar. 1670/1; (8) Joseph, b. Dec. 1672. : | 
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There were two Hewitts who came to Ney Englend in the early 
dsys of the colony. It is thouveht that both are related to 
John Huet of Taunton in Somersetshire, mgland, mentioned in 
cennection with a will made May 26, 1522, who had ancestors 
in the peerage, However, it has not been nroved, ard it is 
doubtful if it could be proved. One of the two Hevitts who 
cane to New England was Rev, Enhraim of Cheshire, who cane 
from an old femily of Fuets seate@iat.Xinetsford., He was a 
matriculate from St. John's » Cambridge University, Easter 
term 1611, anc vas curate at Knowle and Wraxhall in Warwick, 
was Silenced by Arehbishonp Laud for neglect of: ceremonies in 
1638, ané@ came to Boston in 1639 and proceeded to Windsor 
Connecticut where August 17, 1639 he became a colleascue of 
John Warham as a teacher in the church there. He married Isa- 
bel and had a dsushter Mary who married Thomes Strong. He 
(cied Sentember 4+, 16%++. 


The other Fewitt who ceme to Nev England early, and the one 


of primary interest to us, was Thomas Hevitt who was of the 
artisan class of London and no indieation that he ves related 


to the above. He is first heard of in Finghem, Massachusetts 


where he was made a freeman May 26, 1647, Ee was a seafaring 
man, tracing along the coast of New Ensland. Sore of his 
stops were on the Mystic River of New Loncon-County) Connetti- 
cut where in exchange for the svrolus products of the carly 
planters, he brought soods from Boston. On these trins he be- 
came acquainted with Walter Palmer, who was-the comoanion of 
William Chesebrough and a few others in establishing a settle- 
ment on fequetequock Cove which later became Stonington, He 
also became acqusinted with Palmer's daughter Hennah, whom he 
married, and desiring to make this settlement his permanent 
home, he bought a tract of land on the east side of Mystic 
River, vhich embraced the present site of Nin Grove Cemetery 
of Stonington, om which he erected a dwelling house of vrini- 
tive dimensions, but continuing his coasting trade. In 1662 
after he was the father of two children, he loaded a cargo of 
meat stock, sheep anc poultry and set sail for the West In- 
Gies, a voyage from which he never returned. It was believad 
that his vessel met with a fierce storm et sea end that the 
entire cargo and crew were lost. After eig¢ht yoars of weit=~ 
ing and hoping, the General Court of Connecticut declared him 
legally cead, and gave his vidow permission tc remarry. She 
Married 2nd December 27, 1671 Reser Sterrys he cled before 
1680, and she married 3rd John Fish as his third wife. ™ 


Thomas Hewitt, b. England, lost at sea 1662, m. Apr. 26, 1659 


Hannah Palmer (valtert), b. Charlestown, Mass. June 195, 163}, 
ca, Stonington, Comm. ca. 1700. Children: Ist - Thomas Few- 
itt, b. May 2, 1660, m. Lydia Utley, ad. June 3, 1686 - one 
child, Thomas3 Hewitt, b. Feb. 3, 1685, m. Persis Cleveland, 
b. Chelmsford, Mass. Apr. 21, 1683,-0n Oct.-2',°1706-and had 
6 children; (2) Benjamin Hewitt, b. 1662; 2nd — Hannah Sterry, 
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(6) Elkenah, bap 
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b. Aug. 18, 1679, =. ca, 1688 Villian® Billings; Saruel Ster- 

ry, b. 1674, ws st in 202 vanneh Rose, who cd. July 19, 1724, 
and he m. 2nd Henitabl e Stariveather, Feb, 3, 17253, he had. 5 
children by the 1st marri age and 11 by ioe ond, 


Benjamin Heyitt, be a. 1662, m, 


i ot, 24, 1653 Marie Fanning 
(EdmndL), be Croton, Apr. 35, 1 


Ee hat the. title of 


i a ONY 
ON 


lieutenant tn the military. He ¢, April 26, 1725 in his 62nd 
year; she cd. Dec. 14, 1742 in her 76%h year; both ere buried 
in the 01d Plains Cemetery, North Stonington, Their children: 


(1) Benjenin ty b. Aug. 10, 1684, ban, July 2h, 1692, m, Mar. 3, 
1707 Ann’ Palner (Gershon?, Walter+), bape Hay 20, 1562 ~. 


10 children, 
(2) Israel bePe July 24, 1692, m, Anna 
Allent}, Mer. 8, 171%, ana 


(3) Tabitha, bap. July 2+, 1692, living 1725, 
» 


\, 2 a 2 ue 
C:) Mary, bap. tug. 12, 1694, m, James3 Billinces, Mar, 
(5) Joseph, ban, Dec. 13, 1696, m, Oct, 5, 1720 Mery Che 
dau, of Semue13 Chesebrough anc his wife Pris 
renddaughter of John Alden ond Priscilla ?ul- 
ad 1 


o 


w& 
O ehildren,. 


(7) Hannah, ban. June 29 Dee, 26, 1720. Inersese3 
— d:ea 


= vi = 2 =a! gy 
 Billines SDEnNezer~» liam an e hin 6 children: 
she ad. Dec. 17, 1748, ord hem, 2né euly 26, 1751 Sarah 
(Perkins) Stoddard, bué had no children by her. 


(8) Henry, bap. July 30, 1704, m, Joanna? Denison (Joseph 


Te Te ee : 
Georges, Willien<, orn si Be dan. 20,3716, on Dec. 25, 
1735. and had 10 children, | 


(9) Content, ban Aor. aa 1708, m. ist dune 14, 1727 Rev. 
Ebenezer Russel} he d. childless May 22, 1931 ana she m. 
end Dea. Josenh® Denison (Josenh’, George, Cant. eanEe, 
Williem?, John!). She d. childless Sent. 20, 1749 and he 
m, 2nd Mrs, Bridget Wheeler, dau. of Thomas ? hoves, on Apr. 
C3 fired le Bridget ts first hms’ and, Isaae Wheeler, vas 
drowned in Lantern Hill Frond. Josevh and Bridget "nad 11 
children. He d. Feb. 15, 1795. 


(10) Thankful, bap. June 3, 1711, d. Feb. 6, 1720 in her 10th 
~ year and was bur. in Oid Plains Cen., 10. Stonington. 
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The Palmer Family 
The name "Palmer" goes back to the Crusades, when the Imights 
who were pilgrims to Palestine in the Middle Ages, came home 
pringing palm leaves as tokens of their pilsrizmage. From 

this there screw up a group of religious enthusiasts, who were 
pledged to eternal poverty, and spent their lives visiting 

one shrine after another living on alms, and bearing peln 
Leaves as @ symbol of treir devotion end asceticism, Pein 
palm bearers, they eventually beeame known as "palmers". 

This was the origin of the surneme "Palmer", but by the 16th 
century the ascetic significance of the name had Inrgely dis- 
appeared, and there were many inhabitants of England of nunmer- 
ous ‘types of o¢ccunation and various elasses of society wh 

pore the name, and a number of them came to this country at 


7 


an early day. Abraham was a merchant of London before coming 


-to this country, but gave it- up to come to America with his 


wy, 


brother Walter, anc both were first settlers at Nashawuim, now 
Charlestowm with seven others in the early spring of 1629. 
Walter, the brother with whom we are chiefiy concerned formed 
a close friendship there with Yilliam Chesebrough, the found- 
er of Stonington, a friendship which lasted throughout life, 
They became freemen May 168, 1631, and held various local of- 
fices, and in 1643 the tvo friends removed to Plymouth Coleny, 
to the settlement known as Rehoboth, where ‘alter was a first 


deputy to the Plymouth Court, anc was repeatedly selectman, 


and held other local offices. John Winthrop, Jr., the gover- 


nor of Connecticut was esta>lishins a settlement at Peauct, 
now New London, 2nd urged Chesebrough to join him, But Chese= 


brough was not satisfied with New Lo don, and started back to 
Rehoboth. On the wav back he decided that a site on Vecuete- 
quock Cove vas where he wanted to settle. Chesebrouch remov- 
ed his family to his chosen spot in 1649 and versuaded "alter 
Palmer to join him there, which he did in 1652 becoming firr- 
ly established by July of 1653. 


Yelter! Palmer, supposed to have come from some village in 
Nottinghamshire, England an¢ with his brother Abraham a first 
resident of Charlestown. Eis brother was keeper of the town 
books end Lists a number of grants of land for Walter in and 
around Charlestown. But as stated above in 1643 he removed 
with Chesebrough to Seacuncke, later Rehoboth, in Plymouth 
Colony, and afterwds in 1652 joined Chesebrough at Veauete- 
quock Cove, now Stonington, ard became a large land owner and 
influential man. ‘Walter was married in England where several 
of his children were born, to’ Atn- (called Elizabeth) ,. surname 
not knowns he m,. 2nd at Roxbury in 1632 Pebeces hort by whor 
he had several other children. ‘Jalter and Bis second wife as 
well as his dunghter Grace joined the church in Cherleston 
June 1, 1632; he was s very religious ran, the first meeting 
of the church in Stonington being held at his house 

1657. Walter-d. at Stonington, Nov. 19, 1661, his 
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May 19, 1858, is filed in Suffolk Co. Court, Stonington hav- 
ing been though? a part of Mass. at that time. He names son 
John, cau. Crace and her two chiléren, sons eS Gershon, 
Elihu, Nehemiah, Moses, and daughters Hannah and Rebecca, 


1. 


ese 


Roger Sterry, Dec. 27, 1671, by wi 


Moses, b. Jan. 6, 1640, also came to St eben via ae 


Children 
Grace, b. =neland 1608, ee 23, 1634, Thomas Miner, 
They remcined in Charlest m until 1636, whe-e their son 


John vas born, after wnich ‘they removed to Hingham where 
more children were born. In 1645 They Joined the first 

plante’s of New London, and in 1652 nraceded Walter to 

Stonington, where t! 1ey became 4 nrominent family. 


harlestown with his 
er's Geath he cane to 
llingworth, Conn. His 
erty, which shows that 


William, b. Engelard, remained at Ci 
brother John. Soon after his fath 
Stonington, residing finally at Fi 
brother Gershom inherited his prop 
he had neither wife nor children. 


John, also lived and died a bachelor, 


Jonas came with his fathe> and mother to Charlestown in 
1629, where he lived until 1667 and m, Eliz gpe ct Grissel, 
Ee renoved Be Rehobo'h where he remained, He had 6 chil- 
Gren; ™, d Abigail Titus, 


Elizabeth, b, England, m. 1st Thomas Sloan end 2nd oh 
Chapman - no children. 





eng = 
Hacnah, han. Charlestown. June 15, 1634, came with father 
to Sto onington via nae soth, ms y wey 


st Thomas Steps ne @ 26, 
1659 by whom she hed Thor 28 and ae 


Samuel Sterrys wm. 3rd John Fish, 


Hlihu, bap. Charlestown Jan, 25, 1636, came to Stonington. 
and d. Sept. D9 1658 &ged'29, leavicz his tronerty to his 

wee 
nington anc m, dane 
A 


Nehemiah, Tov. 23, 1637, came to Ston 
Lord). Stenton, Nov. 20; 


nah, dau. is *honas and Dorothy ( 
1662 ané had 7 children, 


ha 


~, 


both, m. Dorothy Gilbert and 5 ebtldren. Ue was a deacon 
of the First Church a and a prominert citizen, 


= sha : m May 30, 1642, came to Stonington 
Tia RENOho Be O88 TAggt tha church and hecene a large i 
owner. He m, and brought wife hore ene not mown), 4. 
Apr. 19, 1716 aved 7+. He deeded his land to 2 nephews, 
so had no children. $F ; * a 


i 


Gershom, b. Retoboth, m. ist Ann Denison, dau. of Cant. 


George end Ann Borodel Denison, Nov. 28, "1667 and had 10 
chiléren; m. 2nd Elizaseth, widow of Mai. Sarmel Mason. 


+ 
. 
oi 
Cc ri 
ne 4 
rid 
- >i z 
. * - . . — 
t 2 © < “ a f e GS oF 
2 - , » T+ 2 ; ‘ : -f sie oe 
: 3 F : ae e ' rlvolr 
Pole } z ' te — - > alt of 
- 2 a? : » oi Oo 
« e 
ra eT: > ry a . - > » et “> 
S wv J E i Oo 3 - Te ~ ; Oy: I 
— =: : Ie 
_ a 
t , ao os rs 
: 1te c+ stage 
(HHS BES 
TSariwo 
sorb 
; A s a 7 
- 
- ~ : my o> 
o 7 - . . + Ne tee 
» <_ or an m a 
. ft tes eff red 
t x . eoen lt - mane - 7 -~ 
»% of cel rt : ; 


- 
r 
4 
yr 
. 
7 
CN 
~ 
“ 
2 
o 








(2) Josennt Palmer (Josep oh-, ¥ ehemiah’, alter?), be Ston 
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He was a deacon of the Stonington First Church and held 
various civic offices, ‘ 


12. Rebecca, b, Rehoboth, cane to Stonington, m. Elisha Chese- 
brough, son of William and Ann (Stevenson) Chesebrous aN, 
Avr. se 1670, and Rebeeea m. 2nd John Baldwin of Ney Lon- 
don July 2, 1672, She had 1 child by lst marriage - 
Elisha Chesebrouzh, b. Dec. 3, 1068, and by 2nd marriage 
SePecse Mary, Sylvester, Sareh, Jane, Theophilus Boldwin. 


The chief interest of the Palmer family in connection with 
the Pijlinss family is in the marriage of Eannah- Palmer vith 
Thomas~ Newitt, whose granddaughter Very Hewitt married 


Jazes3 Billing S, Which makes Valter Palner a direct immigrent | 


ancestor in the Billings line. There are, however, other 

Palmer-Billings waSreaees that sre of minor interest: 

(1) Benjamin? Billines (ane si, Jemes3, Etenezer2, ''illien*) 
m. Nov. 79. 1766 yuhan mahd Palmer (Christopher’, George?, 
Ger shon?, We alter!), De Stonington Sant. 7, 174-7, and they 

had ferez Sillings ihe. LF Opa tera Billines, Pra lcte Fa,’ 
1768, and Lydia Billings, b. dune Se 1770 -~ a family of 
particular interest in Saratoga County, N. ie in the era 
directiv following the Rev olution. 


ton Nar. 1s, 1690, me gt Var. 12, 1711 his cousin aed 

Palmer, dau. of Gershon and his wife Ann (Denison), ban. 
May 20, 1682, d. Voluntown Jan. 13, 1777 aged 87, and he 
m. Ond’ Hannah Billines ((unid dontiried ) ~ 12 children n by 
lst wife, 

(3) Dr. Nathan’Palmer (Justice Daniel, Nehemiah?, Walterl), 
b. Oct. 26, 1711, a, prominent physician of Stonington, 7» 
Avr. ors 135 | Phebe’ Billines (Zbenezer3, Ebenezer“, ‘Wil- 
liam!) , Ds Sue 4, 171%, d. Apr, 35 1792 aged 783 he d. 

2 


Mar... 1795 Both are buried in Palmer Baia Ground 
at the ead of ¢ the Cove - 13 ee tereas 


(+) Josenht Palmer (Ceorge’, Dea. Gershom? Welter’), b b. Ang. 
16, 1716/7, weo¥erno ther” Sexy Hannah meiner a Jpseph-, 
Hehemiah?, + lsiter!), Pes st July 10,1737 "ipporah* Bil- 
lings (James » Ebenezer“, William!) , be. Oct. 335 271be os 
1765/6, he m, wna hrs, Elizabeth (a2 eet Stewart. 9 
children by Ist marriage and 1 by 2nd. 


“pe 


7 
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fhe Fanning Family 
This family is of ancient Irish origin. ‘The name vas orisi- 
nally Fanyn, the adéition of the "e peing a corruption. ~ Sev- 
eral explanations have been given for the origin of the nane. 
For instance there is the Irish word "fan" which means a eA 
slope; in Anglo-Saxon there is the vord "fann" which cones 
from the Latin “vannus" and the French "van" which come fron 
a root vord meaning "to blow" = the same as ovr vord "fan." 
There is also the Anglo-Saxon word "Fenn", a bog. «But none 
account for the second syllable of the name, A number cf con- 
siderations seen to indicate that the family is of Norman ori- 
gin, and in this connection ve have the word "fanon" mesning 
a military ensign or flag. The name "Fanyn" first epoesrs at 
the time of the Anglo-Yorman invasion in the 12th century, 
and since those who bore the name were alvays mixed up in 
some sort of warfare, what more natural than that the family 
should have a name derived from a rilitary symbol. From the 
time of the above mentioned invasion “the nenme Fanyn, becoming 
Fanning, is found in the land records of the counties of Lin- 
erick, Clare, Kilkenny and Tinperary. The fortumes of the 
family from which the American family is deseended scem to 
have been tied up with these of the Desmond family Richard 
Farming vas an officer under Thomas, 9th Marl of Desmond dur- 
ing the Yar of the Roses and Gied of wounds at the battle of 
Wexford in 1462, The Desnonds were stcunch supporters of the 
House of York and Herl Thomes-was a chief advisor of Fine Hd- 
ward IV. Another Richard “annins was an officer slrin at the 
battle of Mourne Abbey in Ausust 1521, a battle which was dis- 
astrous for the Desmonds, A Thoras Fanning was “reasurer of 
_the 16th farl of Desmond, Cerald More, who was saic to se the 
most powerful subject in the British Isles, But the Desmond 
fortunes changed, engaged in rebellion, the Earl was wocnded 
and taken a prisoner in a battle near Lismore in 1573, lecer 
released by Gueen Elizabeth, but again ceclared a rebel the 
Lord Chief Justice of England, Sir Willian Pelham came to 
Limerick, gathered an ermy and marched against Fanninestown, : 
the stronghold of the Desmonds and reduced the territory to 
desolation. the Earl fled to the mountains of Kerry, but was 
later apnrehended and in November 1583 killed and cecavitated. 
His vast territories were confiscated and divided up among of- 
ficers of the Eritish army. Clement Fanning claimed Fannings- 
town as heir-at-lay, caliming that it was not held directly 
from the Earl of Desmond. But he was unsuccessful and it was 
granted *o Edward Mainwaring of Cheshire, 


From this point we are-able to trace the forsheare of the An- 
erican fanily.. This. Clement: Fanning: who protested the loss. 
of Fanningstown was the sheriff.of Limerick.in 1551, in 1554 
went on a mission to Paris for some merchants of Limerick, 
Was mayor of Limerick 1557-8, and in 1559 represented Limer- 
ick in the Irish parliament. Clement's son Patrick was sher-~ 
iff of Limerick 15763; he died June 1, 1612, and was at that 
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time in possession of some lands in County Clare. Clement 

Fanning, his son and heir sold these lands. The latter was 

elected sheriff of Limerick in 1595, end mayor in 1610. He 

had sons Simon, Edward and Francis, all of whom held civic of- 

fices with honor. Francis, the youngest son, served as sher- 

iff in 1632-3 and as mayor of Limerick in 164+. But his es- 

tztes were forfeited in the confiscations that resulted fron 

the Cromwell revolt of 1652, end he was sentenced to trans-— 

planting to Connaught - a barren and thinly inhabited region. 

His son Edmund, not willins to take the transplanting, came 

to America ané@ surely vérrv shortly after landing turned up at 

Pequot, now ew London. Ee became associated: with Governor 

Winthrop, who placed him on Fisher's Island, which now be- 

longs to New York. There ere entries for hic there in 1655 ‘| 
and 1657, but he returned to New London previous to 1662. He 

was awarded 50 acres of land in 1°64 on the west bank of the 

Mystic River 2 miles ahove Old or Uoper Mystic, now the town 

of Ledyard. This farm with later additions has remained in 

the family for 150 years. He received other grants and mac? 

purchases until he became 2 very large landowner, and was °° 
able to provide each of his sons with a farm. The property 
was on both sides of the liystic River, so that part of it was 
in Groton, but he himself became a.resicent of Stonington, 

His home farm consisted of a 10C acre grant from Stonington 

February 3, 1667. He received other grants from Stonington, 

‘one of which was to compensate him for a loss of a nart of 

his New London ¢rant which proved to overlap that of Joshua 

Hempstead, which he ceded to the latter. 


While Fdmund may have been and probably was a Cetholic in Ire- 
land, he <id not adhere to that religion in this country, - 
which is proved by the fact that he was meade freeman by the 
General Court at Uarwford April 27, 1674, an honor which he 
could have received only by being an adherent to the estab-. 
lished First Church (Congregational). Ir this cozmnection, he 
contributed to the minister's fees-in New London L1-2s-6¢ in> 
1664, and October 6, 1666 £1-5s-2d-Oer, He did not contri- 
bute in 1667, which would indicate that transferred his resi~ 
dence to Stonington about that date. Fe had a prominent part 
in the building of the Meeting House at Stonington, which was 
first orgahized in June 3, 1674, ané the work apportioned on 
September 6, 1677. There is no record of his having joined 
the church, but at least one child, Mary, was baptized in the 
First Church of Stontrgton, and his wife Ellen, joined the 
Stonington Church sfter his death October 2, 1684, He took a 
prominent part in all civic affairs; he served in King Philin's-* 
War in 1675-6 as well-as his sons Edmund, Thomas anc John. He 
received a zrsnt of land on account of his service, but it was 
not conveyed until after his death in March 1706, which was re- 
ceived by his heirs. In February 26, 1673 he was mede con- 
steble and surveyor: of highvays in 4680, Es died intestate 
in December 1682. He had evidently provided for the four olc- 
er son¥, Signed off in favor of Eliem and the youngest son 
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James on the home place, There is no record of the death of 
his wicow, whom he married in Irelmd and whose maiden none is 
not known, but it must have been before Jenuary-1692/3 when 
the home farm was sold by her sons- Thomas and Jemes. Both Ed- 
mund and Bllen are »vrobably buried in the old Fanning Purying 
round on the Groton farm, but with unmarked stones, 
Edmind+ Fanning, b. a. 1620 in Ireland, m, there a. 1649 mle 
len ------- » Go Dec, 1682. Children: 


(1) Edmund”, b. 2. 1649 in Ireland, 


(2) Vargaret, prob. b. Pequot a, 1653, drowned Avr. 29, 1664 
in Quiambog Cove, Stonington, and buried on the 30th, 


(3) Thomas, b. Fisher's Islané a, 1655, 
(4) John, b. Fisher's Island a. 1657. 


(5) Willian, b. Fisher's Island a, 1659, was killed at Peaue- 
tenock by Indians, d. unm. Fis name envnears on a deed 
given by Ovaneco, Sachem of the Mohegans, to Josenh Nor- 
gan June 25, 1686 at Preston, Conn., and acknovledsed the 
Same day at Stonington before Samuel Meson, Assistant, 

He was also a witness to a deed on the Ney London records 
Feb. 11, 1681, and he is mentioned again on June 10, 170%, 
He wad a grant of 50 a. of lend from Stonington Aug. 10, 
1683, which went to his brother John Jen, 24, 1718, which 
would place his ceath previous to this date, 


(6) James, b. New London (Croton) a 
tat 


re received his 
‘portion of his father's est I 


2 old it short- 
grant of 50 a. Avr. 293 
1690, vas granted an earmark for his cattle Mer. &, 1688. 
His name disanpears from the records after 1693, and it 
is supposed that he was lost at sea, since his brother . 
John collected some wases that were due him from a voyege 
with Mr, Hallam in 1705, L02~10s-0d. 


(7) Marj, b. New London (Croton) Avr. 28, 1665, hap. at Ston- 
ington Oct, 29, 1682. ~ vy? 


II* Edmund® Fanning (Bdmundl), b._a. 1649 in Ireland, m,. Ston- 
ington Aug. 13, 1678 Margaret? Billings (illiam+), ». 
Stonington a. 1661. We resided at Groton on a farm civen 
him by his father, d. Groton a..1715: she d, ------- , 
both prob, bur. in-fanning Burying Ground. Issue: 


“@ William3, bd. Groton (now Ledyard) Mar. 26, 1680, bep. 
Stonington Aug. 18, 16953 no further record. 


(2) Edemnd3, ». Croton, prob. 1682, bap. Stonington Aue. 
18, 1695, m. Ist. a. 1710 at Preston, Hannah Parke 
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(sistgr of Deborah Parke, who m. his cousin John} Femting 
(John“, Edrund!); she d. bet. 1732 and- 1735, and he nm, 
end June 11, 1735 Honestill (Elliot) Coates. He da. Mar, 
1768, she cd. June 1772, Children all by Hannah ‘= Zerviah, 
William, Freelove, Fear, Abigail, Edmund, De*orsh. 


(3) Jonathan3, b. Groton 168% (¢.-s.), bap. Stonington Aug. 
18, 1695, m. May 17, 1714 Elizabeth Way. He d. Apr. 28, 
1786, she d. July 24, 1772. Children ~ Elizabeth, Jona? 
vhan, Hargsret, David, Anna » Mary, Hannah. 


Thonas? Fanning (Edmunat), b. a. 1655, m. Stonington Oct. 19, 

1684, Frances Ellis, dau. of Richard and Susannah (Chavmen) 

Ellis, He was in the Marreganset Yar and reecived 2 gerants 

of land on account of it. Fe d. Apr. 27, 1704, she d, ------ 

Chiléren 

(1) Thomas3, b. Stonington for. 20, 1635, bap. Nov. 20, 1687. 
The last cate for him in the Stonington records is L/7 hos 
he may have gone to Canada... 


(2) Frances;, b, Stonington Aug. 19, 1689, bap. Aug. 12, 1694, 
Me. Stonington Feb. 1, 1726/7 Tirothy Van Pelt, formerly 
of N. ¥., end had Timothy and perhaps others. They reside 
ed at Voluntown Mar, 1727, Lebanon May 1731, no further 


. re 
(3) Catherine3, b. Stonington a. 1692, ban. Aug. 12, 1694, nm. 


prod, ----~--~-- Rarger, and 2nd at Stonington Apr. 3, 
1751, Josenh Page, son of John Page of Vatertow, Masse, 
b. Feb. last day, 1679/60; he m. Ist Widow Mary Minor, 
Mar. 7, 1712/13, who ad. 1750. 


(4) Jones, b.-Stonington Avr. 30, 1695, ban. Aus. 12 
me. Ist at Qmithtown, L. I. in 1718 Hannah Smith, dau. of 
Richard and Hannah (Tooker }. Smith, b. 1703; she d. on a 
passage hone from Enclend 1750, and he m. 2nc Stonington 
Feb. 25, 1752 thankful (Finckley) Chesebrough, dau. of 
Samuel and Martha (Lathrop) Hinckley, b. Mar. 22, 1712. 
+henkful hed m. Ist Jedediah Thomnson, end 2nd Josenn 
Chesebrough, so James Tanning was her 3ré husband; she 
had six children by Chesebrough., James was a captain in 
the French and Indian Var in 1746, d. Southold, L. I. 
June 1779, Children by Ist wife - James, Thomas, Phineas, 
William, Katharine, Bethia, Richard, Gilbert, Richard 
again, Edmund, Hannah, Sally; by 2nd wife Zatharine 

7 : . (agein. 

(5) Richerd3, b. Stonington June 9, 1698, ban. Sent. 19, 1698, 

- m, Stonington Jans 18, 172475 Hannah Keswin, eldest cau. 
of John an? Fannah (Prown) Kerwin, b. Stonington Sent. 15, 
17Cl1, Ee:was a farmer and lived Stonington, Voluntown, 
Lebanon, and Plainfield, Conn., where both d. and were 
bur. Children - Thomas, Nathan, Mary, Content, Gatliff, 
Richard, James, a dau, who d. in infancy, Catherine. 
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yy"! John? Fanning (Edmund), b. 1657)-m.:Now London 1683 or Ly 

Mergeret Culver, dau. of (prob.) Eéward ard Ann (#1lis) Cul- 
ver, 0. New London 1655 or 1€58.° John loceted on Fort Hill, 
Groton, was a volunteer in the Narraganset Var and reecived a 
grant of land. He d, bet. the Ist andl5th of February, 1738/9; 
his widow d. previous to the 16th of June, 1740.. Both are 
prob. interred in the Fanning Burying Ground, Children: 


(1) Mary3, b. Groton, bap. Stonington Ang. 26, 1686, m. Sam- 
uel Fox, who d. 1752; his will dated Feb. 16, 1748 and 
proved Mar. 25, 1752 mentions wife Mary, eldest son Sam- 

‘ uel whom he makes executor, youngest son John, and dau. 

(Mary. 

(2) John3, ». New London a. 1683, in. Croton a. 1716 Deborah 
Parke, cau. of VYilliam and. Hannah (Frink) Parke and sis-o 
ter of Hannah Parke who m. his cousin Edmund3, b. Preston 


issue Joseph, Jabez, Pruderice, Desire, Benajah; 
sided Cpr Elbow, Duchess Co., BE. Y. John and 
had John’, b. Groton 1717 or 1718; Thomast, b. Groton 1719. 


(3) Margaret3, b. New London a. 1692, m. Ist Groton a. 1720 = 
an Avery, perhaps Benjamin and had ore son Daniel who was 
killled by Incians, Avery d. early and Marrcaret m. 2nd 
bef. 1738 Jedediah Ashcraft, who 6. June.1772; in his 
will dated May 31, 1772 and vroved June 22, 1772 left 
everytning to Margaret. Shed. Groton bet. Nov. 1773 and 
Mar. She was declared insolvent, 


(4) Prudence3, b. New London a. 1694, m. Groton oft. 1743 
Jacob Parke, son of Nathaniel, but they had no issue, 
He had m. Ist Martha Geer, end had 3 children to whom. Pru- 
dence became stepmother = Jacob, Timothy, and Martha Ss-7-c 
Parke, He d. Oct. 13, 17523 dete of her death unknown. 


(5) Thankfuls , b. New London a. 1696, m. Ist Croton 1733 Jokn 
Mertym:= one child Katherine, b. 1735, d. Dee. 10, 1741 
in her 7th year and bur. in the Packer Burying Ground, 
Tradition says he "ran away" previous *o 1738 but left 
consicerable possessions, She rm. 2nd -«j9j.----- Talley of 
Stonington, who d. soon and she m,. 3rd Cant. James Packer 
of Croton, son of Jghn and Rebecca (Latham) Packer, b. 
Sept. 11, 1681. His first wife was Abigail -------, who 
d. Nov. 16, 1722 in her 4Gth year. Capt. Packer d. Avr. - 
24, 1765 in his 84th year anc was bur. beside his ist 
wife. Thankful d. 1750. 


(6) Willian} b. New Lordon a. 1700, m.,2@. 1720 Esther ------- 
b. New Lonéon (Groten). He vas a yeoman at Groton and af- 
terwards Stonington; made a transfer July 7, 1721, whi 
is about the only record of him in Groton. He was prob. 
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the William Fanning whose rane apoears in New Lordon rec- 
ords in 1733/4 and 1753. He was of Stonington, living 
just west of Billings Lake, name apnearing in transfers 
in 1754, 1757, 1762, the last to son-in-lew Christopher 
Billings; te d. Stonington Mar. or Avr. 1779, an adminis- 
trator of his estate being appointed May 4, 1779 - Ger- 
shom and Benjamin 5illinss, the bond boinse sisned by San- 
ford 5illings and witnessed by Caleb Hakes and Elnathan 
Rossiter - Inventory £382-5s-10d, token May 18, 1779 by 
appraisers Henry Hewitt ané Abel Spicer, mostly of house- 
Hole furniture and chattels, no real estate. The date of 
Esther's ceath is not know, but it was before Le wae de: 
oa) Apna’, bs 2a. 1723, ©. Yesterly, R. I. 14th of Noyen- 
ber, 1742 Christopher’ Billings (Ebenezer3, Ebenezer“, 
William’), b. Stonington Feb, 10, 1723, Anna d, early 
and Christopher mn, 2nd Abigail, dau. of Joseph and Fennah 
(Coates) @abcock, Anna and Christopher ha¢ Marey, Dariél 
Christopher, Nathan, margsares, Lydia? "By Anicail he had 
Anne, John, Josevh, an¢ Jonas. (b) Mareeret*; by 727, m. 
1741 James Fillings (James-, Ebenezer?, ‘iilliam!), b. 
1752, date of his death-not mown, both bur. in the 
Plains Cem. No. Stoninston. Issue - Jones, Senjamin, Al- 
pheus, Amos, James. (c) Ssthert, b. a, 1729, m. Stoning. 
ton Nov. 15, 1749 Gershom Broim prod, be Stonington Aug, 
eS, 1729, son of Tavnphrey and Tabitha, (Foldriaze) Brown, 
brother of Fumphrey Brown who m, Mery’, cau. of Jonathan, 
Esther and Gérshon had no issue, 


Stonington Sent. 20, 17193 Margaret d. Stonington Mer. 27, 


% Tv 


b. New London (Groton) Apr. 28, 
16¢5, hap.et First Congreestional Church of Stonington Oct. 
29, 16382, mn. Stonington Sent. 24, 1684 Lt, Benjamin? Hevitt 
(Thonast}; he a. for. 26, 175%; she d. Dec. Te, 17h, Thefr 
children - Tenjamin, Israel, Tabitha, Marv "hg m. James~-rili- 
ines, Josenh, Elkanah, Mennah.whovms.Iiertasé? Billines, (Eben- 
ezer“, Williaml), Henry, Content, Thankful. 


Mary< Panning (fdminel) 
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BILLINGS PARTICIPANTS IN THE FRENCH AND INDIAN ‘FAR 
Benjamin (Capt, Roger3, Willian?, William’), b. Oct. 10, 1743, 
m. Feb, 25, 1770 Priscilla Funtington, both of Norwich; 
service in the lst Reg. of the Campaign of 1762, Haj.-Gen,. 
Phineas Lyman of Suffield, 3rd Compeny of Maj. John Dur-. 

kee of Norwich, Apr. 2 to Dec. Ee i |S eae 


Christopher (Ebencser3, Dbenezer2, Willian!), b. Stonington, 
Feb. 1723, m. Ist at Vegterly, R. I. Nov. 14, 1742 Anna 
Fanning and 2nd Abigeil- Babcock; service in the lst Reg, 
of the Campaign of 1757, Col. Phineas Lyman,gof Suffield, 
l2th Company of Capt. Benadam Gallop of Groaon, Feb. 26 
Cto-Nov<. “15. 

Ebenezer (Ebenezer?, Williaml), b. Stonincton Jan, 1, 1684, 4. 
July 20, 1760, m. Avr. 2, 1706 Phebet Denison; he was | 
made lieutenant Oct. 14+, 1731 in the 2nd Stonington Con- 
pany, ceputy from Stonington in 1721 ané 17223 his ser- 
vice was in the lst Reg. in the Campaign of 1755, Maj. 
Gen, Phineas Lyman of Suffield, 3rd Company of Maj, Rob- 
ert Denison, Cant. Ebenezer Billines, dJr., this Ebenezer 
Ist Lt, Apr. 2 to Deq. 10, 1755, 


“Ebenezer (Inenezer3, Ebenezer®, William!) of Stonineto 

Mar. 20, 1710/11, 4d, July 3, 1759, m. Ist Nov. 173 
Noyes and 2nd Sarah‘ (Chesebrough) Geer, she’m. 3r t 
John Denison, Eis service was as Cant. in the sam S 
in which his father was. lst Lt.; he also was Capt. in + 
ist Rec. of the Campsign of 1756, Mai.-Gen. Phineas Lyman 
‘of Suffield, 8th Company, Cant, Ebenezer Billines of Ston- 
ington from Mar. 26 to Oct. 28, 


Ebenezer (Sbenezer't, Bbenezer3, Ebene ser@, “illian:), b. Feb, 
26, 1739/0; his service was as a private in the same 
Reg. and Comnany tn which His-father wes Cant., from 
Apr. 1, 1756 until his death Oct. 13, 1756. 


Increase (Nbenezer®, Willian!) of Stonington and Preston, b. 
May 1697, a. Preston Oct, 12, 1777, m. Ist Dec. 26, 1720 
Hannah? Hewitt and 2nd July 26, 1751 Sarah (Pertcins)Stod- 

Gard, widow of Robert Stoddard; service in a Res. in the 
pay of 1, Y. for the purpose of buildins forts and remov- 
ing encroachments on His Majesty's lands, Capt, Samuel 

dmocx's Comnany of Saybrook, service from May 1755 for 
Saagerong: (42 days. - 

Increase (Increaso3, Ebenezer2, Williaml), b. Feb. 15, 1724/9; 

service in Ist Reg. of the Zampaien of 1756, Maj.-Cen, 

Phineas Lyman, 8th Company of Capt. Ebenezer Billincs of 

tonington, served as Corp. Apr, 12 to Dec. 20, 1756, 


. 
pers t wae ae 


Jabez (Shenezer3, Ebenezer?, William!), b. Stonington Seot,. 
29, 1720, m, May 1, 1741 Ruth Shaw, dau. of Daniel Shaw: 
service as Sat. in Ist Conn. Rez, in the 3rd Comnany of 
Maj. Robert Denison, Cant. E*enezer Billinss, from Apr. 
10 to Oct. 26, 1755; also served in the 8th Company Apr. 
1 to Dec. 5, 17563 also served in the 1&th Company under 

(Capt. John 
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Denison of Stonington, Apr. 8 to Sept. 18, 1758; also 

served in the 5th Company of Capt. John Stanton of Groton 

in the Conn. Troops commanded by Col. Eleazer Fitch in 

| (1759, 
Jahleal (Ens. Increase3, Ebenezer, Witliart), D., Dec. 430; 

1735; service in the Ist Conn. Res. under Maj. Gen. Phin- 


eas Lyman of Suffield,’ in the Cemoany of Maj. Robe -t Deni- 
7ae 
Ji¢ 


son of New London from Apr. 12 to Qct. 15, 

Jesse (Jsnes3, Ebenezer2, Williamt), Deh OL tal Og 7575 te Mar. 
5, 1761 Grace Breeds served in lst Con>. "ez. under 1a 

* Gen. Phineas Lyman of Suffield, in the 6th Company, “a 
Ebenezer Billings of Stonington,Anr. 2 to Dec. 5, 1756 
also served in Capt. Baldwin's Company of Militia from 
Stonington in Corn. Christopher Avery's Resiment on the 
Alarm for the relief of Ft. Willian Henry and parts adja- 
cent 1757 - served 16 days. : 


J 
1 





Peleg (Roger3, William?, Williaml), >. June 26, 1738, m. 19771 
_ Mary Stanton; served in Capt. Roger Billings! Company of 
Preston from Aug. 26 to Nov. 238, 1755. 


Roger (Willian2, Willian!) of Preston, >». Preston Mar. 9 or 
15, 1708, m. July 20, 1729 Abisail? Denison; he was 2nd 
lt. in June 17446 in Cant. Denison's Co. in expedition 
against Canada, Capt. in May 1751 in 8th Conn. Rezs., dep- 
uty from Preston May 1747 and later. Served as Cant. of 
a Company from Preston from Avg. 21 to Dee. 18, 1755. 


Sazuel (Ins,Joseph3, William?, Villiam!), pb. a. 1718 at Pres= 
Son, m. Oct. Lh, 1744 Groce Minor, killed at Ft. Griswold 
Sept. 6, 17613; served in the 4th Rec. of Col. Andrew Yard, 
Fie O- éuilford, end Company of Lt. Col. Stenhen Lee of 
New London, enlisted March 30, 1756; also served in Col. 
Eleazer Fiteh's Reg, , Capt. Zacheus Wheeler' and Cant. 
Andrew Denisonts ‘ompany, from Apr. 17 to Nov. 20, 1758. 
Later on July 1, 1760 he was renortad as not having re~ 
joined the regiment or cGeserted, ; 





| Samuel (Williens, Ebenezer“, Williaml), b. Stonington fpr. li, 
1729, my, Aug. 22;,1749 Patience Billings (Rev. Willian}, 

William“, William’), b, June 3, 1731; served in the Ist 
Reg. of Maj. Gen. Phineas Lyman of Suffleid, 3rd Company 
of Maj. Robert Denison of New London, Ist Lt. Ebenezer 
Billings of Stoning, from Apr. 10 to Oct. 28, 17553 also 
served in Col. Phineas Lyman's Reg. in the 7th Company of 
Capt. Adonijah Fitch of New London from Mar. 3 to Nov. 30, 
1757; also served 16 cays in the 12th Company of Militia 

- under Cant. Benadam Gallop of Preston at the alarm of Tt, 
Willian Henry. 





‘Sarmel (Samme1', Sarmel3, John2, Nathaniel!) of Somers, b.- 
OC tis 295 ives e ds Dee. 18, 1817; m.eist Mary See WRO Ge 
Nov. 26, 1768, 2nd Irene -------, who d, Mar. 28, 1828; 
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served in the 3rd Re-. of Col. Enhalet Dyer of Windhan, 
uth Company of Cant. Benjamin Allyn of Vindser, Ist: Lt.’ 
Samiel Billings of Enfield Sent, i to Bec. &5°1755:"also 
Served in the lst Reg. of Maj. Get. Phineas Lyman of Suf- 
field, 9th Company of Cant. David Parsons of Enfield, 
joined the expedition Apr. 5, 1759. 
Thaddeus (Sarmel’*, Samel3, John=, Nethanielt of Concord) o7 
Somers, b. Jan. 23, 1735, m. Fumice ~----- a, Sy ly Je 3 
Auge 2, 18303 served in Cant, Samuel Stousnton's Yompany 
of Windsor under the command of Col, Sanmel Chanman of 
Toland at the elarm for the relief.of Ft, Willian Henry 
and nerts -djacent, after the first tern of service ree 
fused to rejoin the company. , 


William (Villiam3, Ebenezer®, William!), +. Stonington Auge 
25, 1736; reported Clark of the 2nd Company of Maj. Rob- 
ert Denison of New London in the 1st Conn. Reg. from Apr, 
10 to Oct. 21 when he became Sgt. to Dee. 10, 1755: he al- 
so joined the Sth Company of Capt. Ebenezer Billincs from 
Mar. 26 to Dec. 5, 1756 as Lt.; he also served in Col. 
Phineas Lyman's Rege, l2th Commany of Cant. Benadam Gal- 
Jop as Lt. from Feb. 28, to Dec. 2, 1757. 





William (Roger3, Williem®, william'), b. Mar. 8, 1 
ica, VW. I. Jan, 1774, m. Nomrich Apr. BA? 
finswell) Richards; served in Col. Jonatns Bagley's Rec, 
Lt. Col. Nathan Whitine of Tew Haven, Haj. Matthews of 
NH. ¥., Maj. Nathan Payson of Rartford, Ebenezer Dyer of 

‘ New Haven Fort ‘aj., from Tov. 29, 1755 to Jan. 13, 17563 
‘further service Apr. 5 to Dec. 3, 1756, reported sick at 

“ai (Albany. 

William (Rev. im.3, wm.2, wm.1), b. Har. 18, 1725; d. Tov. 28, 

1813; served in the f, Y. Reg. of Col. Ebenezer Pitch of 
Windham for duties in N, Y. from the last day. of Oct. to 
the Ist or 2nd of Dee., 32 @ays as Sst. 
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THE REVOLUTIONARY WAR, PERIOD - BILLINGS PARTICIPANTS 
fhe Revolutionary War period is both an inspiring one and a 
discouraging.one in the history of the Billings family - in- 
spiring because of the natriotic devotion Ccisplayed, and dis- 
copraging because of the suspension or loss of records necded 
to link up the generations before and after. As stated pre- 
viously, there were four distinct Billings families represent- 
ed in lew Enmcland, three of which are closely related and the 
fourth possibly. These four were Nathaniel centered in Con= 
cord, Roser centered in Dorchester (now a nart of Boston), 
Richard centered at Hadley, and William centered at Stoning~ 
ton, Connecticut. Dr. Harold Ward Dana in an article in the 
New England Historical and Genealogical Resister, Volume 97,_ 
pe 347, states that there definitely was a fifth such family 
headed by John, who was in the employ of John Winter at Rich- 
mond Island, Maine in 1635, owned the end of Kittery Point in 
1639, was mentioned in Portsmouth in 1640, received a grant 
of land from Gorges in 1645, died 16446, his widew marrying 
second Rice Thozas. He states further that Stacknole in his 
History of Kittery, gives seven generations from this John. 
Two descencants of Nathaniel came to Deer Isle, Maine in the 
early part of the 16th century - John and Joseph’t, . Dana 
gives a pret<y good idea of where the descendants of Nathanid 
were at the time of the Revolution. Nathaniel had sons Nath- 
aniel and JOhn, only the latter of whom had a surviving male 
descendant, namely Samuel3 who had sons John", Joseph', Sarus 
el*,, Jonathan’, Timgthy’, James* who died unparried in 1748, 
John* had sons Job of Deer Isle, and Isaac? of Concord who 
had one son James” not accounted for; Samuel* removed to pon- 
ers Connecticut and had sons and crandsons there; Timothy’ 
ha¢ a son Timothy’, who had a son Timothy? who was 4s sea enp- 
tain and died in Havana, Cuba leaving no son; Jonathan* only 
remained in the environs of Concord. 


Of the 147 memes of Billings pavcticipants in Nassachusetts 
Soldiers and Scilors, some are recognizable as duplicates due 
to a man's having sefved for more than one short period, or 

to the fact that a van's name was spelled two different ways 
in the records. Eliminating as far as possible these duplica- 
tions, there were approximately 80 Billings participants in 
Massachusetts, about 15 of whom can be recognized as descend- 
ants of Richard of Hadley, about 15 as descendants of Nathan- 
jel, and the other 50 as descendants of Roger. In the small 
surrounding states of Rhode Island, Maine, New Hamps*tre, Ver- 
mont there are reported five or six Billinss varticinants 

from each, making about 20 more from these three immigrant 
families, two or three of whom are possibly from William of 
Stonington. . 


In Connecticut Men in the Revolution; the official resister 
of the various regiments giving the names of the men who 
Served in each, there are thirty Billings nares siven as par- 
ticipants, all but two or three of which can be recognized as 
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airish - agscotl , nol ence bert ost Equal ne tasbasoeeb 
oOFUL mf botiregay beth ow “eons vitentT ns/itsqob fe 
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descendants of William of Stonington. An analysis of these 


names yields the follow ings 


Andrew (Corp.) (Ens. Stephen, Sic. Ehenezer?, Willian’), 
b, Aus. 3, 17633 Idlled at Ft. CGrisvold in Benedi et Ar- 
nold'*s attack upon New London, Sept, 6, 1781. 


‘Bena jah (Sarmel? ' ‘Mllian3, Ebenezer2, Williant), Der Oot. 205 


1759 m. Lucy Smith of Stoning+ ons served in the lst Reg. 
of the Conn. Line, Col. Jedediah & funtington, Capt. James 

; Eldridce'ts Company from May 1, 1797 for 3 years, dis- 
charged } Hay 1, 1780. 


Benjamin (Capt. Roger3, ‘illiam®, Williamt), bs Preston Oct, 
16, 1743, m. Fab. 24, 1°70 Priscilla Huntington, poth of 
Norwich; service in the 3rd Battalion of Wadsyorth's Bri- 
gade, Col. Samuel Selden, Capt. Huntington's Company of 
Norwich, 1776, reported sick at Stamford Nov. 9, 1776. 


Benjamin (Tristrant, Willian3, Ebenezer2, Waal tent) b. a. 
1742 at Groton; Sgt. in Capt. Benajah I Ffincvell's Con 
pany of Norwich, 1777, : 


eZe 
ens 
en 


Benjamin (Ja anes * Jan nes? Bhenezer2, William!), b. Stonington 
Nov. 4+, 174+, m. Mov. 1765 Ruhanah Palmer; served 2s pri- 
vate in the 6th Conn, Reg. of Col, Sarmel Holden Persons, 
L775, ,2nd Company of Cant. To! an eae a Capt. Elnathan 
Rosseter of Preston, lay 5 to Dec. 16, 1775. 


— 
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NM 
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Benjamin (------- pooeeneee 
"1753, d. Macegon, HN. ¥, 18 
Allyn (Zo bert’, Robert’, J 
in the Sth RB Res. or Mitjeia at he Ye, 6, Lt. Col; 6 
er Smith, Caps. Thomas “heeler, Corn. from cent. 8 to lov. 
175 "19964 also served in Col. Jonathan Laviner! S El a, OF 
Militia, Capt. Jonathan Callin's Compeny at Saratoga fron 
Aug. aM” to Oct. 530, 17775 in this engagenent vas Se et. 
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Benjamin (2 senjamin'*, ‘Benjamin3, Ebenezer2, “illian), b b. ak 
New London Aug. "28, 1763, a July 22, "170s reported as 
Ens. of Militia at "Norwich in 1700. 


Ben jamin (Saruel'*, Josep ph3, Willian®, Willian), ‘De Montville 
d. Sharon, Vies service in 6th Boke of Col. *Sarmel Holden 
Parsons, 5th Company of Capt, James Cheanman from Oct. 
to Dec. 10, 19775 
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Christopher (Hzenezer3, Ebenezer2, William), b. Feb, 10, 
1723, me Hov. 14, 1743 Anna Tanning, who d. Nov. 16, '1758, 
M. 2nd Abigail Babcock; served in first call for troeeps 
in the 3rd company of the 6th Rege, Col. Parsons, Capts, 
Sarmel Prentice and Jemes Eldridge, recruited in Apr., Nay 
‘ow 1775, remained at New London until June 17 and then 
marched to Boston camps where they took post at Roxbury 
anc remeined until term of expiration, December 10; reor~ 
ganized under Col. Parsons for service in 1776. Christo- 
pher removed to Fartford, Washinston County, N. Y., ane 
from there served three terns of service in the liew Hamp- 
shire troops from which he was reported missing on the ree 
treat of July 1778, . 


Daniel (John', Ebenezer3, Evenezer?, Williaml), b. Stonington 
Mey 19, 1749, 6. Lanesborough, Mass. Feb. 3 088E731m.1 4% 
Croton Mar. I, 1789 Cath-rine (Eldridge) Geer; served in 

th Ree. Conn, Line, Col. Parsons, 1775, 3rd Company un- 
der Cants. Sarmel Prentice and James Kléridge as Set. 
from May 5 to Dec. 10, 17753 sné again in Col, Parsons 
10th Continental Res. in 1776 as Ens, 


e 
Ebenezer (Capt, Shonezert, Ebnezer3, Eoenezer2, Willia 


r = mn} 
Feb. 26, 1739/40; served as fifer in the first call for 
troops, 6th Reg., Col. Parsons, 1775, 3rd Company, Capts, 
Prentice and Eldridge, fron May 5, to Dec. 10, 

Ebenezer (Capt, Sanford?, Ebenczer't, Thenezer3 Dbenezer”, 
William!), >, Jan. 21, 1761, d.’Apr. 7, 1987; private’ in 
the 3rd Reg. Conn, Line, Cant. Hels (Middletowr), enlist- 
ed.Kay.22,.1777 for 3 years, prom. to Corp., reduced Oct. 
1, 1778, deserted May G, 2979. 


Elisha (Ebenezer, Ebenezer3, ees Willian!), b. Ston= 


ington Aug. 6, 1 Oct. 4+, 1778 Lueretia Stanton; 
served in 6th Ree, Col. Parsons 3rd Company, Cants. Fren- 
tice and Eldridge, from May as fo Dee. 105-1775. 


a 
oO 
i 
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azekiel Billincs (This rust he a mistake as there was no Eze- 
kiel Billings reported in any record fron Groton; must 
have been Ezekiel EBeiley, who is reported in Groton rece 
.. oOTds as he and his wife havine owned the covenant Mar. 22, 
i761, and he killed at ®t. Griswold Sent. 6, 1781, and 
his heirs eranted pronerty in “estern Reserve with other 
war sufferers,) 


Freegrace (Thaddeus), Samuel’, Samel3, John2, Nathaniei! of 
Concord), b. Some~s, Conn.; service in 3=d Battalion, 
Wedsworth's Brigade, Conn. Troops uncer Col. Saze, reporte 
ed missing in Battle of Long Island Aug. 27, 1776 - in 


the Nistory of Enfield and Somers by Francis Olcott Allen 


it is stated that he died of sielmess durins the Revolu- 
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z m?, 1 William"), Die ADI. 9, 17hS , de 

fy Hai in 1797, m, at Horwich ware 19, 

1396 aesiuine Leffi well, she m.,2nd Thomas Brown of Hee 
bron. TEenry was a Ca t. in the beginninss of the U. S, 
Nav75 his record is fom aoe in Privateer Service, 1775 - 
1723: p. 593, Brig-of-Yar Defence,.H. Billings 2nd Lt., 
fron ‘uhien he resicned ahi becore Staiendes of (yp. 605) 

he Sloop Truwbuth qith 1 “puns and: 50 meh, lay 720, 1777. 

In Wov.':18, 1778 he was made commander of the Shin Gov. 
Trumbull which nace some “small captures but itself was 

. captured Apr. 9, 1779 by the British shiv Venus and taken 
in to St. Kitts, is successes in capturing both shirving 
ane supplies was a source of great annoyance and embar- 
rassment to the British commanders. 


Oo 


James (Ja nest, Jemes>,_ ae ay Wiliganl), b s Octo wc 1752 
at Stonington, d. Nov. 1829 at Clart:son in Monroe County, 
HW. ¥i5°m. Sent. 13 1770 Sareh Pitch, dau. of Theophilus 
Fitch, b. Mer. 20 2 1748 at North Stonincton, Fis service 
was in the 6th 2 » of Col, Sarmiel Holden Parsons of New 
ane in the 3rd Company of Capt. Sarmnel Pybatt ibe and 

Cant, Janes Eldridse of Stonington, May 6 to Dec. 10, 
1775; enl* sted also in the Ist Rec. of the’ Conn. Line, 
1777 - 1751, Col. Jedediah inntinzton, of Norwich, Cant, 
William Belcher's Comnany, Feb. 6, 1777 to Feb, 6, 1880, 
He received a nension: in "Genesee Cow, He Yu of $96.00 
per :year, receiving in all < “1; nia so. up to the time of 
his ceath in Nov. 1829, aced § 
a ; : 

Sehiel (Ins, Increese3, Ebenezer2, ‘aaidant), b.. Bec,’ 30, 
17353 served in Wyoring Val ley, now Pennsylvania, in Capt. 
Samuel Ransom! s Company, from Jan. 1, 19977 to Hay 31, 1777. 

Jesse (Cant.) (sanes3, Mbenezer®, William), bh, Avr. 18, 1937, 
m, Apr.’ 2 1761 Grace Breed; "he was made Capt. Oct. "2, 
1778 in the 25th Conn. Reg. of Militia, 


John (Boser-, “Willirn® , Willianl), b. Preston Bec. 15, 1732, 
= Stonine on July "19, L757 a Gailup, was ee at 
- Gristold Sept. 6s 1761 My 


John ait: desesh3, Willian2, Wilitant}db. Montville, Nov. 
10, 1751, 4. Royalton, Vte Aug. 22, 1532, me at New Lon- 
don Oct. 10, 1772 Olive Nobles served in the Sth Conn. 
Ree, of Col. Sarmet Holden Parsons, Sth Company £ Cant. 
Josevh Chapman and Cap te Christooher Darrow, Mey 7 to Dec. 
10, 1775. He Nebaceed to _Royal tons“ VE5e 2: 1978 where he 
served one or two short terms with the troops there. 


Josevh (John't P Roses, Willian2, Williant), b. Apr. 6, 1759, 
m. Preston Tov. is, 1781, Beran eelcher3; served in the 
6th Conn, Reg. under Col. Samuel Holden Pa sons, 2nd Con- 
pany of Cant, John Tyler of Preston and Capt. Elnethan 
Rosseter, May 12. to Dec. 10, 1775; also served in the lst 
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Reg. of the Conn. Line, Col. Jodedial Eontin ‘gton of Nor- 

wich, in the Company of Capt. James Eleride, from Apr. 1, 

RW arg unt il the close of the war, promoted from Corp. to 

ra Bee bay ls, 1779, discharged dune 1, 1680s pensioned in 
he hes, or "1818, then living in Vernont. 

Matthew (Samet, Joseph3, Willian?, Willia amt). b De Vontville 
2. 1746 ; served in the 6th Req. under Col. Parsons from 
May 7 to Oct, 8, 1775, vensioned by the Act of 1818 then 
residizg- in Ontario Lie iN. ¥s, aged 70, 296.00 ner 

_ year, received $486.32, died May 9, 1823. 


Nathaniel (Capt. Willian, 2, i liter? ‘M1liaml), », 
le} Lr a 
‘Sept. 17) 1756 at Norwich; served in the 4th Battalion of 
OTLigs--Gen, Jame Wadsuorth of Durham, 1 ig «Lay COL. pGamte! 


S 
Seldon, Cant . Joshua Euntington's ee aireee 


Peleg (Rocer3, We lian“, W tlilianly, De June 26, 1735, TM. al 
Mery S Stanton; served tn the 6th Conn. Res. "under Col. Pare 
sons, 7th Company ox Cant. Edward Mott of Preston fron 
Vay, 6 to Dée. 12, 17753 also served in the 3rd Rege of 
the Conn, Line with Col. Sarmel Vyllys, Capt. Clift of 
Plainfield, from Mar. 20, 1778 for 8 months, discharged 
ge 1, 17795 also served in Col. Jonathan Lotiner's a5 
of itlitta aes Saratoga, Cant, Jonathan Calints Compa: 

from Aug, 2+ to Oct. 30, 17775 aiso served in the aie Rene 
of. Conn. Line under Li.-Cole iseac Sherman of New Haven 
from Jan. 1 to Dec. 26, 1761. ’ 
as 
Randall (Samet, uy = CHS ol SHS 5 Wa iliant), b e July os 
17535 ™. May’ 3, 1778 Luey Haléwins served in the 6th Conn, 
Reg. uncer Col. Parsons, 3rd Company of Capt, Samuel Pren- 
tice and Cant. James Eldridge of Stonington, from May 7 
to Dec. 10, 1775: also served in the Militia Reg. under 
Col. Jonathan Latimer at Saratoga, Aug Sake to Nor. 1. 
é a - ; (1777. 

m-}, be Presten Mar. 9 or pap 

gail?’ Denison; he was end Lt 

in en expedition against Cana- 

the 8th Conn. Ness, deputy 
ter. Fe turned out at the 

75, aay & ceptain from Préston:: 
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Roger (Capt. ) (Willian?, Wil 
1708, m. July 20, 1729 Ab 
in raat! Hentiadnts Compan 
da ard Cant. in May L751 4. 
from Preston in 1747 and 1 
first call for trddps in 1 
Por-the Lexington Shatms 3 


Roger ae Williar?, Willian!), bap. Arr. 8, 17503 served 
in the 6th Conn. Fes unier Col. Parsons, 9th Conzany of 
Cant. Edward Hott “of "Preston as private fron 1 1, 6 to 

i Sept. Bh TOP 


Roger (ohn'*, Roger3,. tien, William), be Apr. 6, 1750s 
served with Lt.- aa Thomas Knowlton's Rangers, token 
prisoner at the pi we ee te of Ft. Washington on New York 
Island Nov. 16, 1970. 
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Rufus (John, Roger3, Williem?, Williaml), b. Dec. 16, 1763; 
Served in the Res. of Militia under command of Lt.-Col, 
Nathan Gallop, stationed at Fort Griswold, Croton, Capt. 
Jonn Wiliiams' Company, July 11, 1779 and after, 


Sarmel (Joseph, William2, Villiaml), b. Montville a. 1718, 
m. Oct’. 11, "17d Grace Hinors; served in the Ist Corn, } 
Line in the Reg. of Col, Jedediah Huntington of Norwich, 
Company of Cant. James Eldridge of Stonincton, dan. 15. 
t7/2.20r 3 years, discharged Jan. 15, 17803 killed at Pt. 
Griswold Sent. 6, 1781. 


. 


Sarmel (Inerease’, lg eee Ebenezer@, uae lliant), b. Ston- 
ington 174-7, d. Plain , tlestnore land Co. Pa xs "Suly i 
1803, m. Sarah Teach: idee ys in Wyoming Valley in tre Com- 
pany of Cant. Sarmel Ransoms also serve a there in Capt. 
Simon Svalding's Indezendent Compan my f rom Jan. 1 to Sept. 
12, 1777. Uis wife and two sons, Jasper and Cain, re- 
meined in the Tort while the pat tte of Wyoming Valley was 

" (going on. 

Sarmel (Samuel * Williams, Ebenezer’, Willianl), b. Aug. 31, 
1757; served in the ond Reg. of the Conn. Line, Formation 
of 1777-1781, Col. Charles Webb, from July 1 to Bees na? 

| 1790 
eee (Cavt.) (Rbenezer'*, Ebenezer3, Ebenezer@, Willian), 
Aor, 22, 1736, d. Arr. 25, 1806, m. Jan. 24, 1760 Iu- 
ope Geer: he was Lt. in May 1771 in the 2nd Stoninston 
Cons anys; served in the Gth Reg. or Mitwtia a: 8, ¥, 1776; 
Capt, Wheeler's Comnany, Sanford 2nd Lt.; also served 
with the Stste of ‘Conn, _/To0ps im Re Lo mee ?, an the Vth 
Battalion of .Col, John Ely, Lt.-Col, Samuel McLellan, Maj. 
ieee Clark, Capt, Jeremiah Uolsey, sanrora Billings Ist 
Lt.3 also served in the Rez. of Minute Men and Volunteers 
with Col. Wells when on Dec. 9, 1780 at Horseneck they 
were attacked by the enemy and prisoners taken of 1 Capt., 
2 Its., 3 Ens., 20 privates, Sanford Billings Lt. 

Stephen (ins ) (Inere-se3, Ebenezer, Willian’), b. Stoning 
ton ‘mars 2351923, mn. ay see aceetont neton D fee. Le L746 
Bridget 45. Grant and 2nd at Groton Dec, 12, 1764 Mary® 
(Avery) Ledyard and 3rd Apr. 9, 1789 Martha(theeler) Deni- 
son; he vas Ems. in May 1760 in the 3rd Groton Company, 
and deputy from Groton Oct. 177% and later. Is various 
services were: (1) in 6th Conn. Ree. of Col. Par SOMS ,y 
10th gose' cay of Cant. Abel Spicer, as Set. May 8 to Dec. 
18, 1775; (2) in the 7th Reg. of tne Conn. Line under Col. 
Henan swift of Cornwall, Stenhen was cormissioned 2nd Lt. 
Jon, te"3777, promoted obo Tst Lt. ean. 23 1778, promoted 
to Capt. it. Sept. 19, 1760, promoted_to Capt. Oct. 5, 

1780, continued in service in LOLS (3) in charze of a 
company in the same Res. 1777-1731. his pen by consolida- 
tion Jan. 1, 1783; (+) in 8th Rez. of Foot after this. 
He was adn itte a member of the Society of See atts 
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Stephen, Ir. (Stephen, Increase3, Ebene er@, Williant), or 
Groton, b. Stonington Dec. 8, 1750, d. Montville 1798, n. 
Ist Oct. 6, 177% Cynt iad Hewitt, 2nd 2nd Mer. 2h, 1787 
Anna Raymond, who m. 2nd George Denison; he served in the 
7th Rec. in the Northern Department, in Col. Mott's Bat- 
talion, was ensign first and then made Capt. Oct. 18, 1778 
he was also deputy from Groton in 1778 and later, 


Thaddeus (Sarmelt, Samiel3, Jéhn®, Nathaniel! of Concord) of 
Somers b. Jan. 23, 1735, m. Eunice ------ a. 1755, d. Avg. 

. 2, 1830; served in 3rd Res. Conn. Line, Formation of 1777- 
1781, Col. Sarmel Wyllys, Cant. Thomas Abbe's Connany 
from Enfield, from Jnr, 1, 1777 forl.@-woktys, discharged 
Dec. 17773 he had previously served in the 3rd Battalion 
of Brig.-Gen. Jares Wadsworth's Brigade under Col. Com-~ 
fort. Sage, servine at N, Y.oC. and L. I., caught in the 
retreat from the City Sent. 25, 1776, engaged leter at “i. 
the Battle of White Plains Oct. 25, 1776, term expired © 
Dec. 2, 17763 the Cant. cf the Company was Hezekiah Par-_ 

sons or Infield. 


William (Cant.) (Rev. Williams, Willi it Wilifiaml), b. Mar 


am ° 
18, d. Nov. 28, 1813; served in the Provisional Reciment 
in the pay of Col. Sarmel MecClellants Reg. of Militia, 
Capt. Sleazer Frentie's Company, from Sept. 3 to ETEBe: 

Ps 1782. - 

William (Cant.) (Roger3, William2, Williaml), b. Mey 8, {o3h, 

d. at Dominica, \. e eerly in Jan. 1779; served es Lands- 
man on the Ship Oliver Cromvell with Timothy Perker of 
Hartford Cormander, from Sent. 1778 to Aug. 1779. 


There were tyvo Billings entries in Connecticut in the Adju- 
tant Ceneral's Report of the Pensioners of 1840: 


(1) John 5S, (Stephen, Inereases, Woeneser@, Williant), b. 
North Croton Aug. 1, 1762, d. Aus. 23, 1642 in ‘findham, 
m, Nov. 3, 1785 Phebe? Spicer. John Stanton Billinzs wes 
not given in Conn, Men in the Rev. Official Lists, ane *~ 
the reason was given in the Spicer Cenealogy in that he. 
ran away from home at the age of 15 -nd enlisted as a fif- 
er in Chathan, ". J. June 1, 1776 in Capt. Sylvanus See- 
ley's Company attached to Col. Ephraim Martin's Reg. "5 
While encased at Flat Push. L. I, in May 17°77, he was 
wounded by a musket ball just above the left ankle, which 
passed between the bones and severed the large tendon. 
He was in the hosvital until his term of enlistment ex- 
pired. He then came back to New London and enlist-d on 
board a privateer.~ Ee was always lame and su’fered much 

(pain, 

(2) Lucretia Billings, aged 91, was the wifé of Elisha Bittn. 
ings given as a soldier above, whom she, Lucretia Stanton, 
me Oct. 4, 1778, obviously outliving him many years. 
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THE FORMAL CLOSE OF THE REVOLUTION 
After the successful termination of the siege of Yorktown 
Oct. 7, 1781,. the main portion of the Army returned to the 
Mudson River, end the general remécvous for the troops was 
between Newburgh and West Point, Washington making his head- 
quarters in the Hasbronck EFouse in Newburgh. ‘When it was cer- 
tain that the war hac been won, 2 general rejoicing was or-= 


dered arc held along this region exactly eight years from the 
date of the Battle of Lexington, Apr. 19, 1783. ‘The principal 
ceremony vas held on the stens in front of the pudlic building 
at Newburgh at which a proclamation of cessations of hostili- 
ties was read Tolhowed by three huzzas, after which a prayer 
was offered to the Almishty Ruler of the world followed by an 
anthem with instruments and voices. The Sillings family feels 
particularly honored in that the anthem sung was comppsed by 
a member of the family, one William Billines (Villiam’, Josenh, 
Joseph®, Roger!), b. Boston Oct. 7, 1746, d. Zoston in 1800, 

j Iucy Swan, had six 
children. While his compositions co not fulfill whet ere con- 
sidered technical requirements, he is credited with introdcuc- | 
ing the use of the pitch-pipe and the violin -cello, anc of in- 
troducing part singing in church music, choir singing. He was 
intensely patriotic and certain of his sors were used as rally- 
ing songs for the army. He is also credited with starting the 


first and lonsest lived musical society in ‘America in his 


studio at Stoughton, Mass. Below we give his anthem called 
"Incenendence", which as stated above was sung at the elesing 
ceremonies at Newburgh told above. f course, this was not 

all of the jubilee; there was the 13-gun salute from Vest Point 
and a feu-de-joie the entire length of the line, the soldiers 
lining thebenks on both sides of the Hudson with ¢uns brishtly 
burnished, but with uniforms still motley and ragged I fear, 
the ‘amiliar fife anc drum beating giving a thrillins accent 

to the ceremonies. 


Indenvendence 
Composed by William Billinss. 
Boston, New England, 1778 


The States, 0 Lord, with songs of praise 
Shall in Thy strength rejoice, 

And blest with Thy salvation raise 
To Heaven their cheerful voice 

To the King they shall sing Hallelujah! 
Thy goocness and Thy fender care 


Have,all our foes des*royeds:. 
A covenant of peace Thou madest with us 


And sealed it with Thy blood. 
To the King they shall sing Eallelujah! 
And all the continent shall sing 
Down with this earthly king! 
No king but Cod! 
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To the King they shall sing Hallelujah! 

And the continent shall sing, 
God is our gracious kins! Hallelujah! 
They shall sing to the king, Hallelujah! 
‘Let us sing to the King, Hallelujah! 

God is the King! ‘Amen! 

The Lord ia HigSsname! Amen! 


May his blessing descend, 
World without end, 
. Cn every part of this continent! 
Moy harmony and peace 
Begin end never cease, 
4nd may the strength increase 
Of the continent! 
Msy American wilds 
Be filled with His smiles, 
And may the nations boy 
To our royal Kine. 
May Rome, France, and Spain, 
And all the world proclaim 
The glory and the fane 





Of our royal King. 
God is the King! Amen! 


vr. 


Qo 
The Loré is His name! Amen! 
Loud, loudly sing, 
: That God is the King! 
} May His reign be glorious, 
America victorious, 
And may ths carth aclnowledce 
Gof is the King! 
| Amen! Amen! Amen! 
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[NDBPENDENCE, - composed by WilliamBillings, published in 1778 in The Singing Master's 
Fssistent, printec by Draper & Folsom, Boston, New England, and sung at the ceremon- 
es formally closing the Revolutionary War at Newburgh, N. Yes April 29, 1783 
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BILLINGS PIONEERS IN WeW YORK 1515611 


scene now shifts from Connecticut to New York, since the 


branch of the Billings in which this genealogical history is 
particularly interested moved westward slowly and by cegrees 


after the close of the Revolution. First, we will consider 


Billings participnants in Hae Revolution in New York Regiments, 


and 


then <Lose whose names appear in the first census of the 


United States taken in 1790. 


(1) 





This zeginent” fiivaded? C2na 


Billines in the Revolution 


——— 





Andrew (aj. (Jonn", mpene ezer3, Eb enezer”, Willian!), be 
- Stonington, ob or 25° Nov. 1743, a, Pough! eensie, is 
Apr, 28, 1508, fue. 1778 Cornelia’ Livingston 


(emes3) W1bart? “Robert!), b. Dec. 16, 1751, a. Pough- 


keepsie Nov. 15, G20, great granca aghter oz the lst. 
Lord of Livingston Maner, ~shid-idew ot Dr. Lawrence Var 
Kleeck with four child aren, anc they had.seven more chil- 
dren. From his first coming to Poughkeepsie in 1773 or 
1774, Andrew hecame prominent in civie affairs; he was a 
jeweler and silversmith, and in this resuyect became cuite 
famous. He made silver. cuns for Gen. Washington, Lord 
Sterling and other Revolutionary leaders; some of his sil- 
ver odijects are still on Cisplay in the Avbany Institute 
of Fistory and Art; inl 1778 he was commissioned to engrave 
the great seal for "the Stste of New York. He was a men- 
ber of variovs cultural societies ineluding the Masons 

and Christ Episcopal ae At the first rumors of war, 
Andrey was commissioned hy the Provisional Confres of 1. 
YY. to raise a Company with himself as Capt., which Cone 
pany’ became a nert of Gen. 


2G 
VES Milled before “Quebec; the “ke 
ferm cicenlistment exsired in the @ 
and the men had to reenlist or find their vay how 
a var they eovtd., This*was Deer. 31, 1775, and on Feb. 
6, 7a. Andrew wes again ordered to assermble a company: 


this compan “finally narched =ron Highlands fort to New 


York City < one joined Col. Ritzema's Reginent, whiecn became 

ore i, &. Continental Regiment Nov. 21 under Col. Van 
ortland. After Aug. 1, Anérew was promoted to Major. 

Te is uncertain how long he served st this reginent and 

company, but in 1778 he _was commissioned to organize a 

regiment of Associated Exempts from the Poughkeepsie Dis- 

trict. After his Aischarge, he 2 returned to, his OF gUP am. 


tion of silversmith? LVLC CUELES« ( 
he was given ERS eostract to make new seals for the City 


of New Yori: for which ne received £15.10s. 


Increase (Increase, Ebenezer, “4 lliant, Bs Feb. 15 

1724/5, m. Phebe Stark, ». Groto ons; he wa ag b. Stoninz 

His services were civen as in The Levies, and in Dutchs 

County Iilitia for which he received REand Boun Ris: 
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After the Revolution he was of | festmoreland Co., Conn. 
(now Penn.), having sold his 1: nd in Groton Mar. 18, 1780 
to Silas Spicer, Part of Westmorelend Co. was piven to 
Iuzerne Co., 2nd Apr. %, “1786 he drew Lot #20 in Putnam 
Tsp. of Luzerne Co. — 


(3)}Jomes (unidentified); served tyo terms in the Tryon Co. 
aolitia, 3rd Res. under Col ee Fishers his 

4 32 ‘ Me ehRA 2 2 a 

“eould be dmes (Isaac’, Johnt, Somuel-, John“, fathnaniet 


? ~ es 7 > 
or Concord), b. Lincoln, Mass. Dec. 6, 1755, who disap- 
as 


poared from the Lincoln eecoed: and it vas not kmown wha 
became of him. Tis supposition is na rtially S etorat- 


ed by the fact that he had a son Caleb, and this Billings 
family is the only one in which the name "Caleb" cecvrred. 
Cn the other hand there -re 2 muxber of * Jamos in the il- 
liam of Stoninrt on amt y,and this eorld be an wnschec- 
uled member of that family. Lack of sufficient records 
mate it impossible to place this soldier. In the first 
census oa the U..S. in 1790, he is given in the Town of 
Mohawic in Montgomery Co. with a wife, 2 sons and 3 daugh- 
ters, and in the 1800 Census in the Town of Florida in 
Montgomery Co. with a wife, 2 sons, anc Le caushters . In 
his will dated Nov. it; 1820 and probated July *, 1821, 
his wife is dead and he mentions one SON y Caleb, whom he 
makes an executor, an ° four dauz gnters ~ Nancy, Fanny, Bliz— 
abeth Billings an: | Phebe Greenman anc her dauchters Nancy 


(4) John (John't Roger}, Willian’ Witlinrnt), b. Preston 
anaa e's. s services ore i. Dutchess Co. Militia, 
first with Col. William Humphrey, anc second with Col. Ja- 
- eoous Svartyout: and for these services he got "Land Boun- 

ty Rights." In the 1790 Census, he is given in Seelman 
Precinct of Dutchess Co. with a "wife, i sons and 2 cough- 
(ters. 
(5) Wiliiop (unidentified), served in the Ist Reg. of Tryon 
Co. } Slitia uncer Col. Sarmel Campbell. 


on . 1790 


An analysis of the first census for New York indicates thet 
along with many other families, some members of the Billings 
families were trektinc westward. Many, but not all, can be 
placed as to family. We fine the followings: 


(1) Aholied (unidentif tea), in Albany Co., Cambridge Tsp. 
(nov Yashington Co.), with a wife and 8 children. Other 
Billirgs of Cambridge Tsp. are from the Richard of Eacley 
Family, and it is assumed that this one is from that Tani- 
(ly also. 
(2) Andrew (John Ebenezer3, Ebenezer@, Willient), >, Sion. 
ineton’ Nev. of or 25 173, @. Poughkeensie, =. ¥. Av. 
28, 1808, m. Auz. 1778 Coonelia (Livin-s*on) van Fleck 
28 "Dutchess Co., | Pouthkeensie Precinet, with a wife, 4 sons 
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5 daughters, 2 slaves. 
(3) Benjamin (Je mri jouer. Ebenezer?, Willian]), b. Ston- 

inston Hov. &, Le mn, lov. 1766 Ruhamah Palmer; in the 
Ist Census he is in Ballston Tsp. in er ecues now Sara= 
toga Co.) with a wife, 3 sons and 2 dauzhters; this is one 
more of Soar then he had in Stonington. In 1300 pe seems 
to have lost two sons, but still hes the two daughters, 
The | ges oittes sons Perez end Ezra are siven vith families 
or thelr own. 


(4) Daniel pee Christopher, Eben 
liam- ); bd @ JULY 235 1753 ave Ts 
with a wife, 2 sons, 2 da ughters 


(5) Ebene zer (Ebane- ert Bbenezer3, Samzel2, Pachara! of Hade 
ley), b. Jen. 17, 1936, Me ey 31, 1753 Mary Mattoon; 
Cambridge Tsn., Albeny’ Co. (now dasha gton Co. ) with a 
wife, 4 sons and 5 daushters. 


(6) Ebenezer (unidentified), Stenhenstom, Albany Co. (now 
Rensselaer Co.) with a a wife, 3 sons and 2 daughters. 


(7) Ebenezer, Ir. (Sbenezer’, Ebenezer’, Ebenezer3, Ssmuel2;", 
Richa ard abh, 3 gates. of birth ened marriezge unimowns; in Cam- 
ae 3e Tsp., Albany Co. (now Yashington Co.) with a wife 

ned 1 dau aanuer. ‘ 

(8) Elijah (Thenever, Bhenezer?, Samuel2, Richerd?), Arg. 16, 
1739 at Hatfield, Mass., m. Vay 13, 1761 Rebecea Laker; 
-Cembricge Tsn., Albany Co. (now Washington) with a wife, 

and » 2 sons and 1 daughter. 
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(9) 3 Henry (unidentified); Dast Ward, ©. ¥. C. with a wife and 
| (i son. 
(10) James (unidentified); Mohawk Tsp., Montgomery Co. with a 
wife, 2 sons and 3 daughters. 


(11) Jesse (2 Sey Oe Ebenezer2, William’), b. Stonington Apr. 
36 9°1737 5°. Var. 5, 1761 Grace Breed, cousin of Ebenezer 
Breed of Ereed's Hill (Bunker Hill) and cau. of John and 
vary (Pr rentice) Breed, b. June 2, 170, ad. Old Saratoga, 
« ¥.¢ Saratoga Tsp. of Albany Co. {now Saratoga Co.)3 
with a 3 son 1S and 3 daughters. : 


(12) John Corn", Rozer3, William2, Williaml), b. Preston Oct. 
4, 1761; Beekman Frecinct of Dutchess Ce Ge With.a wife, 
sons and 2 caughters. 

(13) Neheriah (unidentified); Seratoga Tsp. of Albany Co. 

(now Searatosa Co.) with a wife and 1 daughter. 
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THE DESCENDANTS OF JAMHS EILLTCs- LIT 
At this point the Billines Family historian becomes somewiat 
embarrassed because through lack of authentie records so lit- 
tle is known of this founder of the family in New York and 
points west. We have the record of his birth at "orth Ston- 
ington, Conn. Oct. 11, 1751, his mother dying fiv- months af- 
terwards. ‘there is no recore cf his father's having merricd 
again, so it is supposed that he was probably reered alon- 
with his four brothers, all uncer ten, by some aunts or un- 
cles. We dc knov that he was married in North Stonington 
Sept. 15, 1770 to Sarah Fitch, dau, of Theophilus Fitch} b. 
Mar. 30, 1743 (E, EB, B. P.) | 





This theoonilus Vitch is ndoubtedly a descendant of the an- 
cient and honorable family of Fitch whieh dates back in-the 
County of Essex, Emglend to 1400 A. D. His great srandfaiher, 


Thomas Fitch, of bocking, Essex County, Ingland, had seven 
sonsvanc three daughters, of which four sons came to America 
James was the first to come at the age of 16 about 1638, and 
became a well-!mown minister of the church, Pirat of Saybrook 
and afterwards of Norwich, Com. Sons Thomas, Samel and Jo-j 
seph probavly came together, bringing with then the 


ir widow 
mother between 1645 end 1650. Thomas and Jaserh vere tuo of 
the founders of Norwalk, Conn., and Samuel was engaced to 
teach the school at Nartford. nomas of Norwalk, ». Oct. 14, 
1612 in Bocking, m. Nov. 1, 1632 Anne Stacie, had 2 sons and 
u daughters, one son beings John, b. Boe’sing 1633, m. Dec. 3; 
167+ Pebecea Lindall., John and Rebecea had son Jonn, b. Sent. 
29,2677; whom, Uydta-Pushnelli. We leorn from John's will 
dated Aug. 25, 1740 and proved Feb. 8, 1760 that he had three 
sons and two daughters, one of which was Theovhilus, who must 
havebeen born betueen 1750 and i710, nm, Lvdia Kellogs anzout 
1735, and had ten children, the 7th of which was Serah (her 
birth given in Itistory of Norwalk as Jan. 9, 1748/9, ond by 


E. E, B. P. from ¢. s. (now removed) as Mor. 30, 1748; and her 
baptism in Stonington First Church as May 1, 1748.) Just when 
and why Theophilus removed to Stonington is not known, but he 
is listed in the 8th Stonington Company of Capt. Ebenezer Bil- 
lings in the French and Indian War, from Avr. 3 to Oct. ity 
1756: also served 10 dsys in the Company of Militia of Capt. 
Joon Baidwin in 1757. <A Theophilus Fitch served in the so- 
cailed "navy" in the Revolutionary War, but this was probab- 
ly Serah's brother rather than her father, her brother Theo- 
philus b. Sept. 1, 1751. Theophilus Sr. d. of a fever Mar. 3, 
and is buried at New Canasn, Conn. 















Some papers collected by Mr. ana Mrs. Patterson throw some 
licht on the Revolutionary record of James nos entirely re- 
vealed in the official records of Connecticut: 
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Billings - 39 


Eight Hundred and Eirhteen, béfore me, the subscriber, a 
Judge of the Court of Commons in said County of Genesee, per- 
sonally appeared James Silliness, who being by me first duly 


‘sworn accordins to law on his eath, makes the following  dec- 


leration, in order to obtein the provision made by the Ite 
act of Congress, entitled An Act to Provide ror Certain Per-= 


sons Engared in the Land and Service of the United States in 
the Revolutionary Wars: 


That he, the said James Billings is sixty-six yeers of age | 
and noy resides in the Town of Murray, in the said County of, 
Genesee. hat in May 1775 at Stonington, Connecticut, he en- 
listed for six weeks 2s a private soldier in the Company conm- 
manced by Captain James Eldridge of Colonel S,. H, Parsons! 
Regiment in the Connecticut Line of the Continental Arny: 
That from the said time of his enlistment he was in active 
service at Roxbury, Massachusetts till the time of his entire- 
ment was almost complete, when he enlisted for one year as a 
private solcier im the Company commanded by the same captain 
and in the regiment of the same colonel, and that he was ~° > 
marched to the City of New Yerk where he was in continued ac- 
tive service one year an? was then regularly discharged: 

That late in the fall or early in the winter of the year 1776 
he again enlisted for three months with the company commanded 
py Captain Oliver Grant, Colonel Bly's Regiment, that he con- 
tinued service at Providence, Rhode Island from the time of 
this last enlistment till Fe>ruery 5, 1777, wren he enlisted 
for three years as a private soldier in the Company commanded 
by (Captain) William Belcher, (Lt. Colonel) Sarmel Frentice, 
(Colonel) Josiah Sterr of the first Comnecticut Regiment, and 
says he was in active service in the States of New York, New 
Jersey a:d Pennsylvania from the time of said last enlistment 
till Februcry 6, 1780 when he received the discharge and re- 
ceinpt which accomoany this statement, 


¢ 


(This would make Jemest service for four and a half years, as 
ad 


against three years and eicht months for which nh 
credit in the Official Connecticut Records.) 
State of New York) 

County of Monroe _) S, S. 


Be it known that before me, Sammel Mead, 2 Justice of the 
Peace in anc for the County aforesaid, personally appeared 
Jeres Tillines and made oath in due form of law that he 1s 
thecigentical James Billings, late a-private in the Army of 


‘the Revolution, is inscribed on the Pension List Roll of the 


few York Agency at the rate of Eight Dollars per month %o con- 
meree on the Eighth Day of May, One Thousand, Eight tundred 
and Eivhteen. Given at the War Office of the United States 
the Tventy-fifth Day of May, One Thousand, Eight Hundred and 
Nineteen. 
é Ey ig Edwards 
In-the absence and on behalf of the Secretary of War 
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James Billings on the 12th Dav of Jenuary, 102 
In his statement made at the above time, the deponent said 
that on the first day of September 1625, at or near the Town 
of Clarkson, County of Monroe, State of New York, he icst his 
pepers and they cannot be found. To the Secretary or War the 
subscriber would resnectfully represent that he is a pension- 
er of the Act of the 16th of March, 1818, that his pension 
certificate he thinks vas No. 11062, which he has lost as 
stated; and the denonent further says he has no family, that 
he lives with his son, Valter Billings of Clarkson, formerly 
Murray; that he has not given any property to the said Valter 
Billings, nor has he received any bond for his maintenance; 
that he is a farmer by occupation and although he has health 
very well is not able to do any labor, (Note: Said applica- 
tion was gr-nted.) — . 
Stete of New Yort) 
Commty of Menroe ) S 
That he, James Lillings, is entitled to a pension of Bight 
Dollars per month on account of wounds and disabiliti: 
ceived or of service rencered to the United States cu 
Revolutionary War, that he served in Captain Bhenezer Perk 


as mM 
4 


Commpany of Infantry in the First Connecticut Regiment, Th 















pee 
+. 
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he now resides in Clarkson and has resided there for the 
space of nineteen years past and that previous thereto he ree 
siced in Coezvmans, New York. 3 


Sworn and subscribed to this Fourth Day of September, 1929, 
before me, Sarmel Mead, J. P,. 
2 3 


Mark 
I certify that the reason offered by James Billings why he 
did not write his name to the annexed instrument was that he 
had lost the use of his arms by rheumatisn. 

en ony fe: ; Sarmel Mead, J. ©. 
September 4, 1629 
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Be it kmown that on the 9th Day of September, 1829, before me 
the subscriber, a notary nublic in and for the said County, 


Berscnally appeared Henry Sutler, the attorney named in the 
annexed Paver of Attorney, and méde oath thet the same vas 
not given him by any sale or transfer cf mortgage of the pen- 
Sion therein authorized to be received by hin. 
Sworn to and subscribed this year and day 
Samiel Mead, Justice 


Sa eee 


‘enhized tezesnsda atatcs) at bovree of tect ,teW yvrsnetiufo 


3 
 ~ 


































: : } 
i) a) 4 2 ne 3 ; 1 

. ° ca : ; oe ot 

aes | é 7 é ae ry * 

hy - 

- FR 7 


4 
vot ' ; 
Be, cota aie a pil, 
bise gnonocos ord ae eves erties oboa tn od 83 x : 
mwot eft resem 10 ts) ,oS8L redmetq yobh te odd . 
eld deol of .%r0Y woll “t0 otst& .oo Yo \s Oa 
ed} .<sW to yinteT|se ods.oT .bnvot ed tonnso yor 
-nolecoq s et ed ts? tnseetcot ylintiooqe2ot Fy ew fe 
motenod etd sort ,S18L ,sloraM to ASSL oft to SOA ods to ze 
es teol eal od stotdw pS0OLL .of esw exintdt oduetsolti¢zgse 
tarts sylims?t on esd od evse rodtust tasnoceh edd pbotata 
yltemtot ,~moe2ltslD to egnti{ld rosfeW ,noe eldaitiw seville 
goifsW bbse oft ot ydtegotq yas mevizs jon ead odtadd sya 
ssoronetntem etd rot bnod yas bevisoet ed cat son 
fitiserdl esd ef davortis 5as solvequooo yd tems? B) Se end tsdt 
-soliqgs bise soto!) stodsl yas ob ot olfds tom et LfLew ytev 
(.bodacts eey mots 


sIx0Y¥ wott 0 etata 










tiuetE to noleneq s ot bolitias ek ,epntLili esas 
-oT 2ottiitdsebb- Bas ebhbrvwow to ¢nyooos mo dimes t9q 2 
edi yattub astate BaetinvU edd .of bete>omet eotvree tote 


tariT trpgatzen tyotioennoD tartt edt at yrtostal to 
odt T0t otertt hebtes: asdf bus mozitelD at eebieer, wormed 
sot off otgrors 2: “a. yh tcsdt Bus tesq eis0ev coetenta a 3 


eitoY voll ,eaamyeod. ak 4 


e2S5L quero: tqee? Yo yed déasoT ef lt of Sedixoedsea hts 
«7 .& , bso Loms8.,on © 
ey 2 
apalitrd x eormst mtay seat 2224 
wars 


et vw enntifid semst yd Beretto aoaset ont tadt witsies Ea 
od toit eew tuomuttent boxenas odd ot oman ebd-etti. od Bed 
mak cee ee 
ot ,G , beet Lomas coc: Poecuod,. etd +5. Sa ot ae 
esr. ef b cmapeisest 


. wus? - ‘xe 
mene t ern nn nnen nnn we Pan a tan 


em s10ted. 6884 wedaes ‘to, ies 
gone Stee efit 10% 2s ra : T8¢ 
mer ro ravarneuee A UE 

=neq ont to onsetr ‘to atte to sise ¥ 

oolttast ss ae oa : en 


Fy oe bs eam 


‘ ea ape 


Pe - a 





Billings - 41 


Branch Bank of the United Sta tes, 
City or New York wens 
Sepvtenber 1829 aoe 
Received of Iseac Lavrence, President Agent for paying pen— 
Forty-Hight Dollars e--------------- wanna F800 - (sions 
Being for six months! pension due James Rillin's from the 
Fourth Day of March, 1829, to the Fourth Day of “ Septenber 
1829, for whieh I hare signed duplicate receipts. 
Henry Butler, Jr. 

Revort of Payments 
Treasury Denartment 
Aucitor for the Interior Department 
April 30, 1913 





L. C. Patterson, 
666 Main Street, East, 
Rochester, New torte 


In reply to your letter in the case of James Pillinss, pri- 
eed War of the Revolution, Certificate :411062, New Yor 
City Azency, you are informed that the records of pe orfice 

oF cat last payment to have been made at Eicht Dollsrs ve 
month, to September 4+, 1829, to Henry Butler Jr., Ariens 
for the pensioner who resided in Clarkson, Monroe County, New 
York, for nineteen years and vrevious therezo in Coe-mans, Al- 
bany County, New York, He served in Cantain Bbenezer Pert-ins! 
Company, 1st Connecticut Regiment. The day of his death is 
not shown. 

Respectfully, 

Cc. C. Shober, Auditor 


WAR DEPARTMENT 


The records of thic office show that James Billin-s served in 


the Revolutionary War as 2 private in the Comnany dessinate 

at various times as Captain Richareé Douglas’, Captain Ebene- 
zer Perkins', Captain William Belcher's, Cantain Ezra Selden's 
and the Fourth Company, First Connecticrs Regiment of Foot, 
commanded by Lt. Col, Sarmel Prentice, Major David F. Sill 
and Col, Josiah Stcrr. He is shown to have enlisted Pebruary 
6, 1777 for three years, and was discharged February 6, 1780 
as a private. 


The Revolutionary War Records show that there were sevente>n 
Members of the Billings and Hewitt families enlisted an¢ 
served in the Revolutionary War from the Town of Stonington, 
Connecticut, all of them brothers, uncles anc cousins of 
James Billings. 


Revolutionary War records of the State of Connecticut show _ 
that there were thirty members of the Billings family closely 
Telated to dames Billincs who enlisted and served in the Rev- 
Olutionary Arny. 
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gs 


Here again we come to a dark chapter in the history of James 

Billings III. No records sre available to indicate what oc- 

curred betyveen 1780 and 1800. Information about his children 

leaves gg to be desired: MAS 

V. Jemes” Billings (Janes't, James3, Ebenezer’, Willian’), b. 
Stonington Oct. 11, 1751, d. Hov. ae 1829, m. Sept. 15, 
1770 to Sarah Fitch, b. Mar. 30, 1745/9, ad. bef. 1829. 


Chii¢ren / »- he 
1. James IV, b. 177%, d. 183%, m. 1806 Mary Townsend - 
2. Thomas | d. Har. 21, 18b4 
3. Experience m,. Jonathan Braman of 


Berne, Albany Ca., N.Y. 
4k, Sarah, b. Nov. 2, 1781, d. Sept. 2, 1848, m. Gideon 


5. Walter, b. July 3, 1704 at Coeymans, N. Y., d. Clark- 


We mow that James III was discharged from the army Feb. 6, 
the U. S.3 the Census of 1500 gives: him at Coeymans, Albany. 
Co., N. Y. with 1 male over +5 (himself); 1 male between 16 8 


ter); and 1 female over 45 (wife Sarah); his daushters bow. 


although he and his son James IV farmed there for possibly 30 
years. Why he chose this particular location also is un!mow, 
and a matter of much fruitless speculation. His going to the 
Town of Murray, Genesee Co. in 1510 is completely understand- 
able. Anew territory had recently been onened un there cail- 
ead the Triangular Tract, with the lower point at Le Roy in 
Genesee Co. and running northward and spreading ont to 12 
Miles along the shore of Lake Ontario, the west of-point of 
which was the promontory cailed Devil's Nose, which is today 

a part of the farm of some descendants of Walter Billings. 
Walter bought July 1, 1810, Lot #10 in the 18th Section of 
Town #+ of the Triangular Tract containing 107.67 acres, for 
the consideration of $323.01, which was quite a sum in those 
days. As Walter was 26 years of age at the tine, this must 
have represented his patrimony, and James must have felt that 
he had a stake in this farm although his name was not on the 
deed. James IV was left on the home farm in Coeymans, and 
Thomas must have been taken care in some fashion although it 
is not mown how, The papers given above tell the story of 
the remainder of his life. It is not known when his wife died 
but a descendant of Valter, Matie Savage Schuh, now dedeased 
‘told me that she had seen the gravestones of the two Janes end 
their wives in the Town Line Cemetery, which must have been 
either on or close to Walter's farm, about three miles north 
of the Ridge Road on the east side of the Town Line Rosd be- 
tween the Town of Clarkson and the Town of Parma, althoucst 
the stones of Walter ané his wife Naney are still there 
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VI. James© Billincs (Jemes), Jenes't, Jemes3, Ebenezer, Wil- 

liamt), b. 1774, a. 1631, m. 1806 Mary Townsend, Like 
his father, information on t'is James IV was rather diffi- 
cult to come by, but bits gradually emerged from which 
his life story can somewhat precsriously be pieced togeth- 
er. It started with a clipping from 1 Grand Repids, Mich, 
paper resorting a reunion of the Baragar-—Pillings-Clark 
families which took place at the Y. W. C. A. in Grand Rap- 
ids Sept. 11, 1912, at which Dr. Elton P. Billings was 
the M, C., where the statement was made that five genera- 
tions of the Billings family involved hed fought in some 
war for the liberation of the U. S. A. This began with 
the Revolutionary James III, then James IV in the ‘War of 
1812, then his son Walter in the Civil Yar, “ho besides 
having been confined in the Anderscnville frison for 
eight months, had two sons and five sons-in-law in the 
Civil War and a grandson, Walter Gray of Grand Ranids in 
the Spanish-American War. This clew led to obtaining the 
1812 War record of James IV, which read: "James Billings, 
Jr. served as a private in the Yar of 1812 in Capt. Wil- 
liam Sherman's Company, 61st Reg. (Carver's) New York Mil- 
itia, Wis service commenced Sept. 7, 1814 and ended Dec, 
10, 1814. His residence is shown as Coeymans, Albany Coe, 
N.Y." After this, certain Census records yielded sore 
sienificant information: The 1810 Census ives him in Co- 
eymans Township as.a farmer with 1 male 26 to 45 (himself), 
2 males under 10 (Alvheus and Villiam), 1 female 16 to 26 
(wife Mary), 1 female under 10 (Nancy). The 1820 Census 
gives him in Clarkson, Monroe Co., MN. Y. with 1 male 26 
to 45 (himself), 1 male 10 to 1€ (Alpheus), kh moles under 
10 (‘illiem, John Henry, Charles Townsend, Walter), 1 fe- 
male 10 to 16 (Nancy), 1 female under 10 (Maria) - his 
wife must heve died previous to this date. The 1830 Cen- 
sus cives him also in Clerkson with 1 rale 40 to 50 (hin- 
self). 1 male 20 to 30 (‘filliam), 1 male 15 to 20 (Charles 

Townsend), 1 male 10 to 15 (Walter), 1 femele 5 to 10 (7?) 
(Maria) (this lest must be an error ‘vy the census report- 
er as Maria was the youngest and born in 1616, and would 
be in the 10 to i5 bracket). At this date Alpheus, John 
Henry and Nancy were already married. James died a year 
after this, so there were no further census records for 
him, The only other proof we have that he was at Clarke 
son in Monroe County, is the statement that he was a path~ 

' master there in 1820, the piece of road under his charge 

"“beeinning at J. Vandewater's north-west corner, thence 
east to the town line." 


. The close connection between the Paragar and the Billings 
families is interesting in that it seems to have besun in 
Albany County, both families coming to Monroe County at 
about the same time, and then most of them going to Alle- 
gan County, Michigan. Peter Rarsgar was a lieutenant in 
the War of 1812, resigning in 1014, which was the tine of 








-LS , Taseneds . Cnoma Heomct is t) s- 
oth eBraens 70% vial GO8L om sb .+~NEL 
-LI%L6 tendfet caw VI eomet St + 10 Sale Todt: 
dotddw mot? beytore vifaubets etid gud .vd ems 
~itapod Beostq od ylevolttscetd dsdwemst aso yrote : 
fo tit ebitest baer) » mot aniaqifs @ déiw botrade gl’ i202 
fenidenantt fre ~TS5 j8TBE oft to moknwet s onitroqst teqcsd 
-qai Bret) nt .A .o .W .Y oft #8 BSpelaq acot dotdw setltcat 
esw egnifiid .4 notiad 17 doknw te ,Siel gil sae ebt 
-steasen ovit todd eben ase toomotste ot otedw «40 4M ont 
emoe nt tigso% bat beviovat yfiimet eant( lta on at to enol? 
itbw asged etcT .A .8 .U edt to noltstedEl off Sot taw 
to ts edt at VI esust nedd ,eiII eomst ytsnoltufoveh oft 
aebiecd of’: ,tol’ [tvtd eft nk tetisW moe etd Heny ,S{Sl 
<07T noetyt olltvepetebah edt nf Benitnoo aed gnivad 
eit mi welent-enoe pvt? bas amos ows bed ,edénom triste 
ot ebiqsi bist to ys") rodiaW ,nosbnaty & brim ta Iivtb 
edt satntestdo ot bel wells etdTly . tev nrsolromferfetnseq2 ont 
eecatifte eomsl" sbset dfotiw .VI eonst to Broder taW SLAL 
“itr »Tqs9 mt SI8I to csv ott nt stsvita 8 es Bevirse .at 
-[IM xA10Y well (e'tevtsd). .,ef teld ,ynsqaod e*nsnrede mabl 
2000 bebae bar #f5f . .tas2 beonesmoo eotvies alt  .ettt 
2-00 ynetfA ,enenyeoD es nworfe) et sonoblest eit -H ISL OL 
emde bs bie ty ebtocet esented atetreo petit rettA "CY Hi 
-0oo ai mic esvir evans) OL8L eAT smotsauto0tnt tasokttaste 
.(tisattd). 24 of sa ofem { stiw temtst & es qirlemvroT enemygs 
OS ot Of olsret £ ,(msbiltv das ever £4) of tebay eelsn S 
evens) OS8L oat ~Cgomolt) OL tebe eofsust £ , (ere ottwy* 1 
OS slem £ dttv .Y .W 4.09 eotnoM -noests LD ak rtd e6v i 
zabas gofam # + (eeerg tA) 3f ot OL ofem Lf ,.(tloemti) e+ © 
“ot { ,(tetLe’ ,broenwol eelredd ,ytaet mol: yastiin) of 4 
- (atrs} OL rohear ofsuet £ y( yous) dt of OF ofam 
~~ OFS ef? Leteh etddot enolvetq Beth oved tam stiwv 
mist) O82 ot Of efer I cttw mosiitsfD ab oels mid esvia eve 
elisd0) OS ot UL ofem £ ,(mstIfi¥) OF oF OS efem I .(tfoe | 
(3) OL oF C efemst f Saestes tf of OF —5 f£ ee 






























18S¥ s bots eomet .boktsam yvbserls. 819" be bas 

tol ebtocer epanso tentist om etew etedt oe tree 

~lisf0 +8 esw ed-tadt evad ew lootq teffjo yIao OE. 

-disq s 28w ed dectt. tnomotade edd ek .xta0d SOtNoM* f 

egisio eff isha hsc1 Yo sseltd ort cOSGL mit erodt “3 
eoneft. ,.tentTos. seowedsi10om 2 nS tosawabcay 

; ; *,ontl *onkt mols 


epnif{(t®= oft Ses tepated ed? nsowted molt: 


nt sugcd evsd of zmese tt nan ford 3 
ts Yer s0tne of pierre | “ye ele 


‘nt tnanotico hl B sav" 
to ett on? zsy sia Erhe 











Billings - + 


James Jr's service, and it is believed that both families mi- 
grated to Monroe County. shortly afterwarcs, although the 
names do not appear in the records until 1820, The haragar 
nene is an old one in the Ditch records of Tew York State, 
but due to different spellings of the name a family history 
would be difficult te trace ~ Barger, Berriger, Beringer, etc. 
In the Revolutionary records of New York appear the nemes - 
William Baraser, “Walter Paragar, Peter Varger, Peter Parrer- 
ger, John Parra neer » Henry Eerriger, Henry Berriger, Jre, Pe= 
ter Berriger — all Pron Duchess County. It is believed that 
the family started on Staten Island, and then migrated north- 
ward to Putnam and Duchess Counties, and then to Albany Coun- 
ty, and that one of those in the Revolution was the father of 
Peter , the head of the family connected with the Billings 
family. Three Paragar girls married three of James' five 
sons, and when three of his sons and one caughter migrated to 
Allegan County, pete; the Paragar's went alongs In the 
Old Fennville Cemetery in western Allesan are found the fol- 
lowing gravest enes: Peter Taragar, d. Mar. 28, 189, aged 77 
years, 5 months and 12 days; Helen Faragar, his - fife, d. Apr. 
5, 1853, aged 69 years, 10 coed and 17 days; Jonn baragar, 
son the Jacob Baragar, >. Oct. 1+, 1815, d. Mar. 26, 1852; 
Hannah A., dau. of H. & M. Lee he "a. Mar. 3gna8 aged 
months. vacob Baragar is given as a tax payer of zatue K 
= 


The . Wile 
y Townsend. 


61, 
shite 
18 
VI. Jeres® Billings (Jomes?, Janes*, J reze 
ham} Bb. 1b77 2, TaonL83bgems 1806 | 
Children 
is See bd. Jan. 27, 1808 
Dé maser) Be 1809, m. a. 1229 Jomes R. Brown, lived ew- 
. fane, N,agara Co., Wears 
P| Willian’ dD. Dec. 27, 1810 
b, John Henry, be Dec. 22, 1811 
5. Charles Townsend, ». Dec. 11, 1813 
Ger MariavAsy bi cMerse523,.1816 
Vermial every bs sABri 2185 1818 


VII = 1. Alpheus’ Billings, b. Jan. 27, 1808, d. May 14, 
1876, tieeOes. 31; se Mary (Polty) Johnson, dav. of 
Moses Jotnson (iar, , 19777) Aug 31, 1250) and his 
wife, Christiana ee hia, 7, 1784- Aug. 2, 1842), (m. 
Nov. "28, 1802), b. June 14, 1506, d. Oct. 26, 1890, Al- 
pheus was a blacksmith in North Parma, Nonro2 Cos, Ne Yes 
although when he was first married he lived st Gaines in 
Orleans Co. His children: (1) Lavina, b. Jan. 
(2) Betsey Ann, b. Avr. 19, 183235 (3) Mary Kelinda 
july 13, 1834: Q:). See tiana Jane, b. Feb. 13, 
Helés- Maria, b. Aor. 7841, ae Sept. £3, ae 

" Liem C,, b. Mar, 12, sets. dled at the Patt] 
Pun, “ug. 22, 1862, Note: The. eneestry of Moses Johnson 
has not bee Jetermaned althouch it is believed the family 
ecme from the northern part of Mass. or the southern part 
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‘ 

1802 Christiana Born, b. May 7, 1794, d. ‘ug. 2, 1842, 

| ‘Their childrens Betsy, b. May 7, 18043 Polly (Mary), b. 

| June 1+, 1806; Sibyl, b. Feb. 4, 1808; Eveann, b. Jan. 14 
1810; Lovina, b. Aug. 11, 1811; Rachel, b. June 28, 1813; 
Morgan and Margaret, b. ay 27, 1815; Christiana, b. June 
12, 1817; Nathan, b. feb, 2%, 1819: George, b. Apr. 6, 
1823; Moses, b. ‘ug. 27, 1829 (Fible record of Vary John- 
son Dillings)., In the Census of 1810 he is given in Scho- 


? 


26 (wife, Christiana); 4 females uncer 10 peal: ab ea 
Clark- 








this group must have 4ied)}. In the distribution of farn- 
ers in the Road Districts in Ciarkson in 1820 he is given 
in District #22, whicn tegan at S. A. Perry's s. e. cor- 
ner, thence east to the town line, and his number of days 
to work was 4, which would indicate that his farm was 
rather small. the only deed I could finé for him was for 
11.31 acres across the Towm Line Road in Parma. The Born 
family is even more di*ficult to trace. Christiana Zorn's 
father was Linard Born, but in the Road District record in 
Clarkson this nsme is given as ‘"Barn", His father was giv- 
en by descendants as George Born living in Sehoharie Co., 
but there is no Born given there, but there was both a= 
i George Borner and a George Parns in Schoharie Typ. of Al- 
{ Reovbany Co., which is now Schoharie Co., where they vere sup- 
| posed te have lived. It is believed thrt the family came 
wit’ the early palatinates in about 17113 the Documentory 
Fistory of ". ¥. gives a C8rg Born and wife and 5 chiidren, 
: also a Eans Born and wife and 1 child in the list thai 
| sailed July 15, 1709; also there was a Jacobd Porn and sis- 
i ter on the subsistence list of 1710 and 1712. Linsrd 
Born's wife wes Elizabeth Failing, and her father Fenja- 
min Faling is given in Road District j{19 in Clarkson, 
while Linard "barn" is given in Road District #8 in 1820. 
| VIII - 1. Lovina? Pillines. au. of Alpheus and Mary Johnsor, 





son) Billines, b. Apr. 19, 1832, m. Oct. 21, 1848 Jefrer- 


Feb. 11, 1874, m. Frederick Harris and had Laverne and 
Roy C., (c) Henry Leverne, b. Jan. 1, 1876, m. Ruby M. 
Watkins; (d) Clyde Murray, b. Nov. 9, 1877. (3) Mary 
M. Randall, m. Robert Rutherford 








Tri 


St tt eee Prt eo 4 ‘ 
: : 
—— oe 
t 7 
- ane - 
“ . - 
’ - : 
N ; 
’ hf 
: 
~ 
‘ - e 
; 
/% . 
. 
* 
i 
° : 
‘ . 
a ' 
6 
sty 
+ 
S a 
. ~— al 7 
, 


. £ 
. 5 
‘ 
: 
¢ 
>" 
Fob 
7 i 
-— ¢ 





“4 








Billings - 46 
4 


. » ané@ had George Rutherford, Lovis Rutherford, Grace Rucher- 

ford who m. Orland Finch and had Ursella Finch; (4) George 
0. Randall, m. Martha Fairfield and had Ethel, Fern, Nina, 
Ermas (5 )Cora M, Randall, ‘m. Edwin Converse And had Ger- 
eldine and Arthur. 

VIITZ--3- 
wary Melinda 8 Billings, b. July Lb, 183! d. Apr. 1 
1921, m. e 5, 185% Austin Chureh, b. Nov. 16, 18 
hore 12s Tea Their eulld ious ft. vary Louise, oe 
22% 1655 at Sout Albio seed. Cow, Hich., d. Jan. vig 
1932 at Battle ese Mach. Tm. Jom 1, 1872 to Jairus 
Raub, b. Aug. 18-7, d. Nov, 18, 91s 1 their children - 
(a) Yon, be oes LOm 1670 ate June é 1) LO, m ay May Cuz= 
Zins, *. Sept. 23.0 1876 and. haa Verolé Cuzz 
1899, m. ist Irene Symonds, 2nd Caytha Uarie % 
ur, Reed,=D. ‘Yor, 2, 1901, m. Edith Hoch in B29 
Janes Blaine, Marian (Chantrene); H-rgaret Louise 
27, 1903, m. Ervin Ortner Love May 6, 1°39 and ha 
Baub;:David Carl; Loretta Arlene, b. Aug. 24, 1906 
ist ta llion Liiff and had Bill Holton, Eva ap are m, 2nu 


oD oe 


i 


Parold J, Henderson. (b) Jase, b. Oct. 20, 1833, d. Nov. 
11,.395+, m. J. Blaine Brown, b. Mar. 11, 1860 - no “dssue. 
(2). Alice A., b. Jan. 11, 1859 at Hapoleon, Mich., 4d. Apr. 
22;-1852,. (2) Georgiana, b. May 8, 1861 at Mattawan, 

Mich, ad. Avr. al, 1941 at Kalemazos, Mich., m. eet. 19 
1881 at Albion, Mich.:George Edward Howe, b. Apr. 8 1859 


2 > ms ry 

weeeee | oe 

in Bertranc TD. Berrien Co., Hich. “their childrens 
(2) Daisy Incille, b. June &, 186 ‘aismazoo, Wiel. 
June 28, 1905 Josenh Fdward Kilgore, D. Pn. S, (1897 - 
1931) and had Joseph. Edvard, b. Aor. 8, 1909 living Oak- 


3 


land, Calif.: Daisy Elizabeth, b. July 30, 1911, m. Mar. 
“oes 1032 tO Al Hartung Smith at Lincoln, Nebraska - one 
dan. Sarah 4nn, b. Jan. 16, 1939: Georgia Howe, b. Anr. 
LL, 1913, m. dune 1937 to Melvin ?.Swanson - ane sconted 
son, Guy, b., 4ug. Fee (b) Rese-Anne, b. Hay 27, 1089, 
living Riecazo: {ec stin Alonzo, b. Hay 27, 1889, ad. 

A 


June 2, 1936, n. Aug. “19, 1914, Lillian Rawlinson, De.Su, 
Thomas, Canada, Sept. 18, 1580 --4 had William Austin, b. 
Sept. 29 1915, m. lst Reta Stewart and had one dau. Jac- 
quelyn Reta, b. June 5, 1943, m. 2nd Barbara Base on Oct. 
13, 1952 end kad Tug sONS,. Wiliian Austin, Jrey D e 1954, 
Raymond Philip, b. June 27, 1956; Fancy Jean, b. Aug. 20; 

1928, m. May. 7, 1955 Lester Welsh, b. 2. 1916 anc had 

Wendy Jean, b. dan. 29, 1957. (43 Lily Belle Sata ted 

be: Sept. 2% 1871, Albion Wich., 4, Asr. 1935, nm. Apr. 

1893 Georze ‘willebrands, b, Cincinnati, Ohio, ct. 10, 

186% - one son Keith, b. Mar, 27, 189s. m. Maurey ------+ 
_ and has a cau. Ros also me. (53 Pe b. Vay 19 


1876, d. Har. ty faite m. Nov. 225 3893 Chas tee Eyler,” Ds 
dan. Margaret, mee 7 90h, who ea "et Ghantes Symend 


ard hac dau. june and sons re I, cerry, James, me. ond 
Racal De la Sarza. 
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VIII =. Christiana Jone? “illines, dav. of Alnheus7 and 


VII 


VII. 


Mary Jonnsong, b. Feb. 13, 1837, ad. Aprig 21; 1927, m. 
Dec. 23, 1560 un.. Sdwin Leonard, son of Jarvey© Leonard. 
‘(Jamesl, Urish«, Seths5, Silas*, Jonathan?) and his wife 
Hannah Clark, b. Sept. 1, 1833;,at Parma, No. ¥., d. Mar. 
12, 1904 at Port Huron, ifich, Their childrens (1) Dora 
Rivers, b. Dec. 25, 1861 at Goderich, Ont., d. Nov. 13, 
1925, Richmond, Mich., m. Frank “Wileox, and had % sons. 
(2) Mary Louise, b. 4ug. 1, 1863 at Goderich, Ont., d. 
mag. 22, 1915, ms. lst Martin D, Hally and 2nd ‘John Fou- 


ler - 1 son, Edwin E, Rall lives-in Crosse Pointe, Mich. 
fs 
& 


ai 
(3) Frances D., b. Mar. 26, 1866 at Goderich, Ont., 4d. 
Mar. 27, 1950, m. E. D. Schumacher, and had a boy and a 
giv. tu) Seart Hamilton, b. Aug. 1, 1868 at Coderich, 
Ont., m. Henry C. Benton, end had a girl and a boy, lives 
in Detroit. (5) Maude B., b. Sent. 1, 1870 at Goderich, 
Ont., d. Oct. 12, 1957 at Flint, Mich., m. L. V. Cameron 
and had a girl ané two boys, one of whom survives, Willian 


t 


J. Cameron of Chicago. (6) Georsia B., b. Port Huron, 

Mich, July 7, 1873, m. Murray =. Lewis, no children, lives 

in Houston, Texas, (7) Mabel C., b. Port Huron, Mich., 

Mar. 12, 1877, , m. Fred Cameron, nephew of Llewelyn V. 

Cameron, who married her sister Maude - 2 girls living 

in the Southwest. (8) William Jonathan, b. June 20, 1880 
+- 2, 


lives on North Street Road, Fort Huron, no children, 


- 3. William7 Billine son of Iames© Billines and ary 
Tounsend, bs Dec. 27, 1610, a. 1846, m. Oc’. +, 1831 Jane 
Paragar, dau. of Peter and Helen Faragar. They had one 
son, Alonzo We, Dd. Aug. 1, 1831, ad. Oct. 20, 1910, m. Aug. 
31, 1063 Nary %. Veeder, and had son George, ». “pr. 16, 
1065. Alonzo must have zone to Allegan Co., Mich, with 
his uneles, as George Veecer, the father of Mar 

A 


y vent 
there with Charles Townsend Billings in 1845, and lived 
for 2a while in the shanty of John Henry Billings on Sec. 
31 of Manlius Tvp., then tought 30 a. from him, where he 
seals | (lived permanently. 
~ k, John Henry? Billings, son of James” Billings and 
Mor; Townsend, >. Dec. 22, 1811, d. Dec. 12, 1874, m. Ist 
Dec. 30, 1830 Mary Saragar, who was drowned in the falama- 
zoo River with 3 of her childrem, July 27, 1841; m, 2nd 
Miranda (Claris) Leonard, a widow with 2 children, dune 23. 
1842, His children by ist wife: James A,, b. Nov. 2, 
1831, drowned July 25, 1841; Peter H., b. Dec. 2 
Hannah Me, bd. duc. 20, 1835, drowned July 2%, 1641; Jona- 
than Hozias, b. Nay 26, 1838, escaped the trase 
tioned 2>ove, but was drowmed later while crossing Uut- 
chins Lake on thin ice; John Darius, b. May 26 
ry Eliza, b. Apr. 15, 1840, érowned July 25, 18u1, oy 
Ond wife Charles Clark, b. June 15, 1843: Mary Varilla, 
b. Jame 27, 1845; Nancy S.y be Oct. 21, 1847; Ethan Allen, 
b. Ap. 19, 12493 Ellen, b. Apr. 27, 1851s | 
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: July 22, 1853; Erastus D., b. May 30, 1856; Franklin, b. 
| June 5, 1858; Linda &., b. June 26, 18603 Elmere, b. Mar. 
| 30, 18633; Delphine, b. Oct. 2, 1868. 


| VIII - Peter #8 Pillings, son of John Henry7 ond Mary Bara- 
gar, be. Dec. 2, 1832, d. bef. 1968 (his sravestone in the 
Old Cemetery, Wennville cives his Civil Vlar record = Co. 
I, 13th Mich. Inf., but no date of death) He enlisted 
! from Manlius on Oct. 22, 1851 for three years and was mus- 
tered out for disability Nov. 5, 1862, the aprroximate 
| ' date of death wes given in his war record. Ferm. «ug. 8, 
: 1863 Frances Barker, and had Alida M., be Sept. 23, 1864, 
, who m. Dec. 6, 15282 John Flanders and had Archie ¢., 
i Frank, Floyd H.; John Arthur, b. Oct, 10, 1856, m. Ist. 
| Var, 1858 Effie Long, 2nd Sept. 1899 Ida May Carver, and 
| had by Ist wife Luly and Anna, by 2nd Arthur H., Leona QN., 
& (and Donald G. 
| Jonn Darius? Billings, son of John Henry? and lary Eara- 
g » Fay 26, 1838. Te enlisted at La Porte, Ind. Sept. 
5. 166d in Co. F, 9th Ind. Vol. Inf., 2ndSrigade; ist 
A 





j ments at Green River, Fuffalo Mountain, Shiloh, Corinth, 

| Perryville, Davville, Stone River, Chattanoozs. Fe Mie 
Oct. 26, 1565 Alma & Moore. He honesteaded'in logy. Thevad 
on Sec, 18-98-42 of Osceola Co., Iowa; lster settled in 
O'Brien Co. in Oct, 1879. John Darius and Alma had the 
following children: Vorten D., Finley C., John S., ~ 
Charles H., Perry Aw, Mary M4, Carrie L., iraC., Jessie 
M., George H., Frenklin. + 


Note: The two Leonerd children of Miranda (Clark-Leonsrd) 
Billines are ziven in the 165C Census of western Allegan Coun- 
| E ac pet . e e “~ (a) 

ty aS’as Faria L. Billinss 10, and ovina L, Billings o. 
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Charles Clark® Billings, son of John Fenry ana iiranca 
(Clark) Leonard, b. June 14, 1843, m. Sent. 7, 1861 Clar- 
enna Brown. The next day after marriage he enlisted in 
Co. A of 3rd Mich. Cav., mustereé Oct. 5, 1861 for 3 
years, discherged at expiration Oct. 24, 1864 at Browns- 
Ville, Ark. His children: (1) Edith M., b. mar. 21, 
1862, m. Dec. 12, 1883 Chester Clark and had Fatie G., De 
Oct, 21, 1884, m. June 18, 1911 4, H. Perry and had Ches- 
ter E.; (b) Farl S. (5) Hannah Iva, b. Jan. 21, 1872, m. 


Oct, 15, 1895 Philander Taylor and had Bela G., bs 4vug. 


25, 1899, Lynden B.. ». Aug: 23, 1902, Margaret, b. May 

27, 1903. (2)Clerana G,,>, Janv<c85.1866,780° Juné736, 1866. | 
(33 Clarence H.. yb. Sent. 27, 1867. (+) Charles L., b. 
Var. 26, 1870, @. Occ. S, 1870. (6) Alto B., b. June 21, | 
1874, €. Dec. 23, 1894, m. Dec. 21, 1695 Jemes Tahaney.: t 


(7) John R., b. Hov. 10, 1878, m. Grace O'Maliey. 

- 2 _ 2 sr t 
Ethan Allen” Billings, son of John Henry and rirevda 
(Clark) Leonard, b.) Apr. 19, 1849, dad. Dee. 4, 1900, m. ? 

* (Lavina Monk. 
Bllen’ Billings, dau. of John Henry and Miranda (Clark) 


Leonard, b. Apr. 27, 16°1, m. July 3, 1870 Ceov: H. Kings- 
Sept. 27, 
if 


} 


north, and had (1) Amy Av, be. Amr. 15, 1871, < 


e 6 e be 
1872.’ (°) Any E.. b. Sent. 12, 1872, m. Jan. 23, 1911 
Prank EB, Fenn. (3) Minnie E., b. Nov. 3, 1875, m. dune 
25, 1901 James D. “am. (4) Flessie 3., 5. lay’ %, 1877, 
MeMarch 4, 1899 Fenry Zoe, anc had Geo. M., h. June 23, 
1903, Theodore C., b. Nov. 5, 1904, Marvin H., b, Feb. 
20,1 1906, Amy. Bey, be Nov. 275°1908.). (5): George Negrv, b. 
ang. 10, 1879, me July 3, 1911 Jessie Tarnes end hed Fran- 
ees Verontea, bh. Oct. 13,1913... (6) lertle B., b.. Auc. 
31, 1881, m. Ist 1903 Torano Gaton, 2nd Dec, 11, 1912 Ba 
ward Stamvard and had Faith,=atei; ub. Julge>, 1904 and 
Richard Stanvarc, bd. Apr. 15, 1914. (7) John Tillings, b. 
Dee. 27, 1602, m. suly 19, 1902 Karceret Frotuin anc had 
Ellen M., b. Sept. 10, 1904, "ceil G.,.b. July 20, 1906 
Amy E., b. Ang. 26, 1914, (8) Frances E,, db.) Febt.. 28, 
1887, m.lay 11, 1908 John J. Lake. \ ; 


Erastus D.8 Billinss, sonsof John Henry an 
(Clark) Leonard é 

in Oakwood Cem 9m : z 
son, and (1) F ., Db. Mar. 19, 1881, €. Dec. 17, 1909, 

m, Oct. 12, 1904 Charles G. Scholz (See. #27, Saucatuck, 

a.) and had Charles Bi (2) Elizabeth L., b. dune 29, 
18383, m. Aor. 2+, 1907 Alexander Stuart. (3) Emma, b. ; 
Apr. 27, 1885, G, May 7, 1893 (Oslxrood cem.). (4) Grace, 
my viny: 21, 1887, a. July 9, 1920 (Oalntood Gem.) 


Mellie M, Une 


Crees o £ 2 > 7 4 rs - 
Frenklin’ Billings, son of John Henry and Miranda (Clart:) 

Conard, be Junees,.1855, mo duly 15, 1S77 Sarah Akersoos 
and had Clarence, b. May 2, 1878. 
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: " bal ‘ , L <-¢ : ¥ Wy 

Linea £,°  apnRE abe dav. of John Henry and Miranda “(ci eric) 
Leonard, b. June 2%,-1860, dad. Jan. 18901, m. Sept. 10, 
1884 Pronk Irvin and nad Frei, be Var. 1886, d. Mar. 1698; 
Ray, ©. ley .1858, d. Jan, 1€91; Relph, b. Se pt. 27, 1890. 
Elmere’ Dillinzs, can. of John Fenty and Miranéa (Clark) 
Leonard, b. Mar. 30, 1863, c. June 16, 1904, m. Ist Frank 
C. Williams, 2nd Dec, 17, 1594 Chester Fielcs, and had 
FLGyE"L., bs b. July 23, 1683, 


far. 18, 1861, Bertie L., 
George M., b. Dec. 18, 1886, 

Delvhine? Billings, cau. of John Henr ae Miranda (Clark) 
Leonarc, ». Oct. Q; 1868, m, Mar, Arthur Irvin, 
ané hed (1) J. Herbert, Ht, Gee: 2a (2) Claude, »b. 
Novs 29, 1886; (2) Amy Grace, b. Oct. 1888, m. duly 6, 
1904 G, EK. Ballett: ( os Arthur G., be fe ited: 


brow 
Oo & 
oe ae 


KS fot fC 
byw swe CO 


5. Charles Townsend? Billinss, son of Je 

fewncend, pe Dee, Ti, 1613, di Octyri yy £6 New Cem.,” 
Fennville), m. Sent. "165 1837 Rebecca Eeragar, b. Aug. 23, 
1818, ay Sent. 31, 190). Charles Townsend came to Mich. 
in 1845, and for a time lived in the shanty of his broth- 
er John Henry, who at thet time was eee on Sec. 31 in 
Manlius Two. In 1846 he bousht 40 a. of land on Sec. 6 
of Clyce Twp. just south of where feather anc sister 
lived, He helA several civic cffices, such as dustice of 
the Peace in 186 1866, 1870, Treasurer of Clyde 1862-3, 
1876-9, Eis chi Vite Hewitt Ty 7, 1638; Hel- 
en A., b. Oct. 2 2% 

G., be. Jan. 10, 
(Hew Cem. Fennvi 


es© and Mary 
9 


Be 3 313: Erna 
ix 18h, ad. - 193) 
e 28, ac 


Sy 


tm. He Billings s, son of Chas. 7. and P 
Joly % 1838, ad, 1931 (New Cem., Fennvi 
1868 Frances (Barker) Billines (her =e ne x 
By Billines, som of J. EH. 5.) (184, ~ 10905), Their ec 
rent (1) Winthros, b. Sent. 19, 1869, a. Sent. 22, 187 
(Old Cen., Tennvilie). (2) Bertha Lp b, py. 9 1671; 
d. young. (3) Jemes FE ., bs June 18, 1874, nm e 18, 
1899 Florin Hawley, and had Agnes Alterta, be Pob, “15, 
1901, Zzella Florin, b. July 30, 1902, Norman Frederick, Ds. 
Fuly 22, 1912. (:} Roy H., b. Fay 31, 1876, m. Oct. 22, 
1902 Martha Bell Fraser (1°72 - 1910) (Yew Cem., Fenn- 
ené had Retta, b. June ep tech, and Florence Bell, 

3 1910, (5) Charles R. - one 10 1879, me 
d2 fans Deyoe (1579 - i808) (Oalood Cem. Alle- 
hed Afa b, May 2, 1903 and Lawrence, b. ors 
ah» 1906.» (6) Abra Ty. Ds hue. fey LOL 23,3 Mor YE 

1985 Charles Vadsvorth. (7) w4lliam Gus *b. May 10, jee, 
= June 11, 1905 Mabel Me Mett, and hee Archie, b. Oct. 3, 
1906, Earl, bd. Sept. 11, 1906, "purr, b. July 20, 1912. 


foe 
[- (D 


Helen A.® Billirgs, dau. of Chas, T. and Rebecca Baragar, 
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bi Oct... 27 18h0, d. 1925 (Yew Cem., Fennville), m. Apr, 
26, 1862 Stephen Atwater (1830 - 1912). Their marriaze 
was the lst one in Clyde Twp., and Stephen was very prom 
inent in the town, owned one of the 2 stores in Fennville 
in 1871, was 2nd vostmaster of the village, Treasurer of 
Clyde Twp. 1868, 1869, 1870, 1871, Two. Cleri: LOPE, “TSF ; 
1879, Justice of the Peace 1878, Their children: 1) 
Charles Habe: b. Dee, 29, 1862, m. Nov. 11, 1587 Minnie 
Dickinson, and had Vayné-Ivés, ae Juie-k, oTQOQEE a 


inson,7. Oct. 11, 1894: Charles Leonard, hk. Dec. 1 

\1896. (2) Levis Tes be. Oct. 7, 1865, d. Aog.7 16; 1 1983 (ret 

Cer,, Fennville). (3) Clifford =E., b. Aur. 23, 1867, d. 

1938 (New Cem., Fernville), m i. Ida L. Brott, os had Clar= 
hs b. Sent. 


wee b. Avr. 26, 1895, da. 1914 (2. s.)3 Doré ‘ 
, 1896, a. 1916 (g. s.), Ruth if., Db. Oct. 3, 1898, 

Faris 0.8 SpE ag oe son of Chas. tT. sid Rebsece Saragar 

b. Sept. 8, 1843, d. Jan. 12, 1881 (New Cen., Pennvill 1e, 

served in bo. B, 19th Mich, Inf. aaa the Civil “ar, en- 

listed at Clyde for 3 years, Aug. 862, discharged 

for disability at Detroit Tine 295 Te. 


Emma ¢.8 5 Billings, dau. of ee T. ard Rebsecea Paragar, 
be Jen. 10, 1846, ey Mar. 31, 1897, m. Mar. 6, 1867 Isaac 
Perry Rice, ané hed Henry Clayton, be gears O73 1868, me 
July 4, 1903 Jennie Johnson, who had Gertrude Tuciile, db. 
Feb. 20, 1906 and Clara H., b. Apr. 16, 1910. 


Charles ¥.8 Billines, son of Chas, T. ard Rehecca Raragar, 
b. June 28,.1651, ¢. "1930 (New Cem., Fenfville), m. Arr. 
7, 1881 Harriet Sweet (1861 ~ 1932) (e. s. ds, ane had 
Beta iM, (Keros), Var, P68, 1383S de 191e (ee si) 

nee J./ b. Jute 2, teal 


~ 6. Maria A.? BET ings» dau. of James® and Mary Townsend, 


b. Mar. 2, 106. “d, Avr. aN 1880, m. Sent. 1830 James P. 


ie Cormick, De Feb, ae 1806 dé July 26, 1891; he ™, 2nd 
Mary -------, ¢. July 2, 1 881, agea 80 yerrs and 6 norshs 
(All buried in Me Cornick private Cem., Fennville). 

James and Maria left Monroe Co.'s ale yi oe 1°33, traveling 
overland, and after trying out several Llecations in Mich., 
settled in 1938 in Manlius Two.e, Atlegan Co., the Ist in- 
habitants there. From a tiny log house, they progressed 
to a handseme colonial type farm “house, making most of 
their money on their 160 acres out of peaches, a cror of 


--which he and Harrison Futchins were the init‘ators in 


this part o° the cquntry. Their children: Ellen Varia, 
b. dune 27, 1831- Sarah ! ley a Jan. 25» 1833, dad. young; 


7 


~ Cornelia, 5. + ile et mag ° pate James Tey De Feb. 


22, 1838. Willian SE al ors 1840; Bary u ° 3 de M ay 
15, 182 | a. young; dcbae? bella, b. July nt} 18 ty Nat thaniel, 
b. Sent. 25, 1846: George C., b. Jan. a7 18483 Alexander, 
b. Apr. 155°1°52, a. Jan. 73 1876 (2 5.33 Robert Cs, De 
May 20, 1854; Etta V., b. May 17, 1856 : 
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Ellen sag Me Comicz 7» dau. of James P. end Faria Bill- 
ings June 27, 1831, d. 1896, m, 1848 Caleb Fuller, 

and FB t Horton Se Sones, and had Milton ¥. Puller, b. Oct. 
1851, m. Slla Louise ve Cormick, who had J. C, Fuller; (2) 
Morian Somes, De ret m. Jan, 18,. 2893. Lorenzo Tucker; 
(3) Ida M. Somes (bur. le Cormick’ private Cem., no dates). 


Janes WV, Me Cormick, son of James P, and Maria Billinss, 
be Feb. 29, 1838, d. July 28, 1889 (one large momment in 
the Old Cen., Fennville has a Maso onie emblen ard the nome 
"Me Cormick," and a smaller stone has on the front the 
names Nyrtar Smith (a er. éa , 
bert G.; James “%,, end on the back James L,. Ellen, the 
wife is turied in the Hew Cem,, Fencville), nm. Je 
1861 Elien !, Redding, b. Dec, 12, 1680, 4. ane 20, i907. 
They lived on an [O-acre farm in Sec. 59 of Clyde Two.: he 
held numerous civic offices - Coroner of Clyde 126k", 
Suvervisor 1° 66-79 5 Justice of the Peace 1867, 1871, 1875, 
1879, Postmaster of Pennville, 1°80, Renresentative in 
the St5- e Legislature 1887, State Senator 1°89, Children: 
(1) Fra nk eb b, Dees 26, ig a Ge Nove ly 1862; (2) Mery 
Etta, b. Oct. 2, 1253, m. let May 7, 1282 Bason D. Srith, 
2nd Nov. 6, 1203 ae te “Pergnat =a and had Carrie Vyrtag 
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Smith, dD. Arr. 18, 1883, d, May 8 Cbs Frances Irene 
Smith, b. July 1, 1Re%. me Aug, 3, 1908 J onn oo wice cons 
ea {2 3) James Le, be for, 26, 1065, ad. Mar. » 1e65; ¢ Qe) 


mel Leroy, bh. F r. 6, 1868, d. Sent. 27, 1908, m, Nov. 
°,, 1890 Flora E, Smith, b. Sent. 79, 186 Sy d. Jan. 3, 2 ~ 
194). (both bur. Mew Cem : 

Dd. Sen it. PS, 1802, end Zarl Everett, b. Mer. 3, 1898. 
(5) Anna Eldcebeth, b , in 
Pred Jackson. (45) Mlbert 7, d. June l, 1874, a. Ogee oy 
187%; (7) Albert 0,, b. June 1, 1874, A. Feb. 7, 185. 
Jares we grave beers a Civil War exblen, put I vas un 
able to lecrn what his service was, 


son of Jemes P, and Marian Billings, 
b. Mar. 27.18% 40, de 1916 (He Cormick ante m. Hor. 16, 
1E67 = "eben rt crawford (18 ORL) ims 1° 204 Ee SeJe The ig CN = 
listed in Co. A, 3rd Mich. Cav. Sent. 9, 1°61 at Ssuga- 
tuck for 3 FOALS, 2 mustered Oct. 3, 1861, on duty with 9th 
Tli. fo. Jan. 31 to Easy 30, 1864, dis charged at expira- 
of term, One dau, Byrmira £., b. Aug. 24, 1868, bur. Fe 
Corrick norivate Com tey No Gate of death, m. Dec. "12, 189 
William §, Duvall (bur gi’e Hope md ek Eeradagene th had * 

Geo. Cay bh, Jan. 3, 18¥° Helen Cour, he Ceme, ro" 


dates); crawford (1921 - ‘1943, 1 te ©; Cen.) 


William F. Me Cornick 


Pik 


Isabel Me Cormick r, dan, of James FP, Ke Comic and Faria 
A, Pillincs, >. July 1, 184+, our. Pullman lot, but no 
date of eath, m. Nov. 17, 1866 Farvey F, Pullman (1039 - 
1867). Varvey enlisted in Co. B., 19th Mach. Inf. Aur. 4, 
1262 at Allegan for 3 years, mustered Sent. 95, 1562, 
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_ wounded in action Mar. 5, 1863, mustered out at Washing- 
ton D. C. June 10, 1865. He owned 56.10 a. of land in 
Sec. 6 of Clyde Twp., Treasurer of Clyde 1876-7, Their 
Children - Yclter M., b. Dec. 6, 1867, d. June 5, 1911,. 
Kramer Camp, S. 0. V.; Frank H., b. Aug. 24, 1871, a. 
1894, Kramer Camp, S. 0. Vs (g. ss Pullman lot); Pearl C., 
be. Oct. 3, 1873, m. Jan. 29, 1894 Charles Ely. : 


Nathaniel Mc Cormick, son of James P. Me Cormick and Mar- 
ja A, Billings, b. Sent, 25, 1846, m. Nov. 1868 ist Ella 
B, Kelso, 2nd Dec, 1882 Esther Vanderhill. Children: (1) 
Lena Marie, b. Dec. 3, 1869, d. June 21, 1906, m. Dec. 5, 
1888 Ellsworth Mincus and had Leo Ernest, b. Sept. 12, 
1890, Francis W., b. Sept..1, 1893, Arlo A., b. Dec. 20, 
1895, Hildred E,, b. July 3, 1898. (2) Ella Estelle, b. 
July 10, 1875, m. Gerritt Vanderrill end had Nellie, bk. 
Feb, 19, 18°, and - Harold, b. May 1897. (3): Fax R.,y bd. 
Feb, 21, 1873, m. Apr. 13, 1904 Maud M. Putnam, and had 
Geoffrey E., b. Dec. 11, 1905° Orville R., b. Sept. 25, 
1907, ad. Vay 15, 1913; Cecil F,, b. May 23, 1910; Victor 
wee ered, F, 49le: ~C)~ John, Henry, pe suiy2 20; 1663, 4. 
Oct. 13, 1905 (New Cem. Fennville). (5) James Hudson, b. 
Sept. 12, 1890. (6) Inez, b. Sept. 5, 1892. m. July 1914 

ene (Robt. FErondyke. 
‘George C. Me Cormick, son of James P. and Maria A, Bill- 
ings, b. Jan. 27, 1845, m. Apr. 2, 1876 Louise Orther 
(1859 - 1884, Mc Cormick private Cem.), and hed J. A. 
(1877 - 1880 ¢. s.), Ida, b. Avg. 17, 1878, m. Joseph 
Kishner, and had William, b. 1898. (3) 27a," D. ae eo 
1880, m. Jan. 9, 1907 Frank “anders. (4) Zoe Ad2,'>. Hay 
1882, m. Yiiliem Ackley. 
Robert C.. Me Cormick, son of James F. Me Cermick and Var- 
ia A. Billings, b. May 20, 1854, m. Dec. 25, 1839 donnie 
¥. Baylie, end had William Guy, b. Jan. 4, 1891; a baby, 
b. Fav 26, 1892, d. June 11, 1892 (Me C. Cem.): Prank 
Hess, b. Mar. 25, 1896, m. Avg. 5, 1914 Marvel May. 


Etta-V. Ke Cormick, dau. of James P, Me Cormick and Maria 
A, Billings, b. May 17, 1856, m. 1st Hawley Stimson, who 
d. Apr. 21, 1889, aged 41 years (Me Cormick Cer.), 2nd 
: . (Baward Braithyeit. 
VII - 7, Welter? Billings, den of Jafies®"afid Mary Townsend, b. 
Apr. 18, 1818, ad. Oct. 19, 1899 (g. s. Old Com, Fennville) 
m,. 1838 Sarah Wilson, b. Mar. 2, 1822, d. Avr. 6, 1881 (g. 
8.) Walter had come to Mich. in 1834, Living first near 
Detroit, then came to Allegon Co. 2nd settled on Sec. 5 
| of Clyde, and in 1851 removed to Ganges Twp. on a place 
; _ bought from James Wadsworth, He was Justice of the Peace 
in Genges in 1852, and Treasurer of Clyde in 1866, Post- 
| master of Peach Belt Feb. to Dec. 1879. Walter enlisted 
| in Co. F of 8th Mich Cav. at Ganges Dec. 24, 1862 for 3 
i years, mustered Jan. 20, 1863, became Farrier Mar. 12, 
| 1864, taken prisoner at Macon Ga. Aug. 3, 1864, returned 








pillings - 33 ‘ 


a) 


to his resiment Mar. 31, 1865, discharged for disability 
Tat Palaski, Tenn, June 15, 1565. Children: Annie, b. 
1838 or 1839; Yaria, b. 1040; fargaret, b. 1842; James, dD. 
Oct’. 31, 1345; Susan Ha, b. Apr. 26, 1647; Eugene, b. Apr. 
26, 1847; Alfreda, b. Apr. 9, 18513 Walter, b. Dec. 5, 
1652, d. June 19, 1856; Eva 4., bd. Oct. 30, 185%; Willis 
be- Sept. 21, 1856; Arzella, b. July 17, 18583; Homer R., 
May 26, 1860; Walter, b. Dec. --, 1862, 





3 
b. 


Arnie’ Billines, @au. of Walter? and Sarah Vilson, be 
18338 or 183°, m. Mar. 25, 1857 Hiram B. Rudson. They 
lived on a 20-acre farm on the outskirts of Fennvilie. 
Hiram enlisted from Ganges July 21, 1862 in Co. L, 4th 
Mich, Cavalry as Sgt. for 3 years, age 28, mustered Aug. 
29, 1862, mustered ont at Nashville, Tenn. July 1, 1865. 
He was County Clerk Nov. 5, 1872, re-elected Nov. 5, 1878, 
Treasurer I. 0. G. T. Lodge 1876, admitted to the bar of 
Allegan Co. 1880. Their children: (1) Suel P., b. Feb. 
LI, 1858, m. May 20, 1879 Lettie Thompson, and had Maude, 
be Jan. 26, 1881, m, =<----=- Griffith; Harold, b. June 4, 
1896, d. May 24, 1910; Margeret, b. Oct. 6, 1902, drowned 
May 17,1903. (2) Hattie; be .More 30, 1863, m. John Vil- 
son and had Grace, Frances, Lloyd. (3) Amma, >. Mar. 28, 
a . e.. (1875. 
Maria Billings, “eu. Yalter? and Sarah Wilson, >. 
1840, m. Samuel E, Stallson : 
enlisting from Ganges Oct. 8, 1861 in Co. °B, 13th Mich. 
Inf, for 3 years, age 27, mustered Jan. 17, 1862 
listed Jan. 1, 1864 at Jeffersonville, Ind., m 
29, 1864, wounded in action at Chickemauga, Ca, Sept. 20 
1863, became Cornorsl Anr. 30, 1864, mustered ont at Lou- 
isville, Ky. July 23, 1865, Chiléren - Cora, Mabel, Na- 

i (then, Earle, 
Margaret® Billings, dau. of Valter? and Sarah ‘Hilson, b. 
1842, m. Ist Andrey T. Foot, and 2nd James Hentryx. Zoth 
husbands were Civil “ar soldiers, Andrew T, Foot enlist- 
ed from Gerges Aug. $,:°1662 in Co. L, 4th Mich. Cavalry 
for 3 years, age 34, mustered Aug. 29, 1862, wounded in 
action at Nashville, Tenn. Nov, 27, 1862, d. Feb. 10, 
1863, bur. in Nat. Cen, at Fashville. Jsmes Nendryx en- 
listed at Jackson Mar. 28, 1862 in Co. I, 9th Mich. Inf. 
for 3 yeers, age 19, mustered Mar. 29, 1862, re-srlisted 
Mar. 26, 1564 at Chattanooga, Tenn., mustered Atr. 4, 
1864, mustered out at Nashville, Sept. 15, 1865. Child- 
ren: Carrie Foot, who m. Charles Heyer, Libbie Poot, 
Blanche Hendryx, Frances Hendryx, Leona Hendryx, vack Nen- 
dryx, Harry Hendryx, Clarence Hendryx, Claude HNendryx. 
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James W.8 Billings, son of Walter? ané Sarah “Wilson, b. 
Oct. 31, 1845, d. May 13, 1903, m. Dec. 4, 1875 Kate 
Prince. J=2mes enlisted from Ganges-Dec. 10, 1861 in Co. 
B, 13th Mich. Inf. for 3 years, mustered Jan. 17, 1562, 
made Corporal Fe>. 1863, transferred to Signal Corps Oct. 
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22, 1863. Chiléren NAGY Bugere: De, De fug. 1, 1870, nm. 


Dec. 24, 1898 FE attic I Fuller, and had = e Pearl, b. Aug. 
9, 1698; Otis Clore, b. Dec. 29, 1904; Trieva Bernice, b, 


Oct, --, 1907, (2 y? Kate fidele, be at ae 33. 1880, m. Aug. 
254. 1907 Amon Barkley. (3) Ener ee Ee, D. Aug « ss ad, 


b. bec ok by "19083 Bonobel Yad enki seat De Feb. ly “1909; Dur 
ane x Kermit, De tar, Li, 1913. 


Susan £3 Billings, dau, of Valter? a and Sarah 


ADTs 26, 1847, d. Feb, 27, 1912,°m,. Jan, 16, 1866 Elijah* 

A, White, end nad Perry$3, Evas Blanche, who m, ------- Hal- 
Loran and had 1 childs Wilson, who had 1 ehild; seated 

Marys. Veil, who had 7 childrens Adella, b. Nov. li, 1897, 

m, Mar, 22, 1899 Frank Smith and had Marguerite, b,jug. 

7, 1900 and Norzien V., bd, Sept. ey 1905. 3 


nd Sarah Wilson, >. apr 
ta Smith. (a niece of 


a 
9; s Jud 
Secan (Shah) Bowes ora fa mother of R. A, H.) Eugene en- 
listed at Falemazoo in Co. B, 28th Mich. Inf. Sent. 20, 
1864 for 3 years, mustered Sept. 21, 1864, discharged at 


Louisville, Ky. June 3, 1865. They had one son, Dr. El- 

ton Pope Billings of Crend Rapids, who m. Grace Lynch and 
liam, b. Mer. 15, 1909 ana Virginia, b. June 19, 

(1912, 


Avr. o. 3 1851 5 a 


‘ 
ma ES 

. ¥ 1h, m. June 12, "1872 Moo 

Rockwell, +he i en 


Ts 1 

eir ehilaren: (1) “inford, b. Jen. 
mm, Oct. 21, 169 = Viole Kenter and bad Majori 
Dees 2, 1900; Wi rea Bi, bd. July 26, 1902; Sdi 
Dec, 17, 1905; Florence I., De Nov. 95 1910, 
b. Sent. 26, 1876, m. Dec, 16, 1896 Fred Fitch 
oise, b. Avr. 22, 1898. (3) Willis, b. Dec. 
Sus. 20, 1907 S; =o ie =ealy. Le i 
mn. Feo. 27, 1911 2, Harry Chure 
Church was bother to Austin See 
H., see p. 45), They had one son 
2s £9134) lives Jeckeon. 


Bva AS Billings, b. Oct. 30, 1854, a. Sept. 8, 1910, =. 
1868 Freelenc Gray. Freeland Gray was eras “Orleans Co., 
HN. Y.3 he enlisted from Ganges in Co. B, 13th Mich. Inf. 
Rov. 4+, 1861 for 2 years, age 19, mustered Jan, 17, 7862, 
wounted in action at Stone River, Tenn. Des» 31, , 1863, 
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Ofer. to_Corngral en n_ Sergeant Hare 166 a socharzed 
ee et bo sake 95a 186 livec Grand Rapids,’ mildren: 
1) Galea. Ge sath. ccs itv, Ge BUS. 25 avs i. Ce) Ell za 


2 
heting, be, Oct-18, 1871, m, June 30, 1894 Geo orge Erwood, 
and haa Frances, b. June 21, 1897, d. Apr, 26, 1913; Free- 
land, b. Jan. 15, 1901; Gladys, b. duly e3 190%; George, 


De sept..19,.1907. (33 Himnie, b. yaaen , eZ,” m, Dee 
26, 1891 Albert B. Cooper, and had Wn. ' ing b. dan. 29, 
‘Elijah A. Uhite is not given in the Mich. records as a Civ- 
il Wer soldier, but k the clipping mentione? on vn. 43 it 
was stated that he as well as his father-ir-lew Valter Dil- 
ines spent 8 months in Andersonville Prison. 
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1895; Lester Gray, b. May 7, 4 oo ee ee Sepia “ik 
ap ie ° ’ 


Jan. 27, 1908, and had Gordon, b. Dec. 28, 190 


8 b. Sept. 21, 1913. (2) Queen, 
b. Oct. 9, 1883{Fennville)(3) Hazel, b. May 5_ 1886, m. 
ept. 0, 


Helene E., b. Dec. 19, 1912. (4) Inez, b. Avr. 28 5 1893, 
lives Fennville. : (5) Helene;°b. Oct. 3 1898 m. Elwin 


Arzella® Billings, dau. of Walter? and Sarah Wilson, b. 
July 17, 1858, m. Clarence Smeeth, and had Zdyth Smeeth, 
(Oct. 1, 1886. 
Walter’ Bi7?lings, son of Wolter’ end Sarah Wilson, b. Dec. 
=S ae d,_ July -- 1902, m. 1881 Kate Goodrich, and 
had (1) Orville, b. Nov. 16, 1882, m. May.-=,.1907 Nellie 
Bennett. (2) Besse, b. June 25, 1886, m. Avr. 17, 1907 
(Kert Cardner. 
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gclicr Billings was b. in Lonroe Co., N. Y., Apr. Pe, LOLS « 
ile camé to Mich. in 1837 with the family of his sister, Maria 
(Billings) Me Cormick, and m. Sanah Wilson of East Allegan in 
1838. He then returned to N. Y.:and lived at Rochester. Af- 
ter about five years he came back to. Michigan and bought tne 
: 3 (cont'd p. 52°) 
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(cont'd f-om 0. 59) | 

James Wacsworth place on Sec. 2, Ganges, where they had their 
nore until she c. on Apr. 6, 1881, and he followed Oct. 19, 
1899. In adcitior to his-: arming, Yalter owned and operated 
a store in Pier Cove during the veak of its prosperity, and 
too the position of a levyer in settling court actions, and 
trafficing in various vays. Ee served as a soldier during 
tre Jar of the Rebellion, ané underyent the sutfering neon 
to the southern military prisons, receiving his honorable dis- 
enarge at the Close of the yar. His son Janes and sons-in- 
law E. B, “udson, who m,. Ann Billings, and Sarriel Stillson, 
who m. Maria, also were veterans of shat conflict. 


During his later years he owned a horse named Billy ané a dog 
he called ™atchie, my son." fhe three drove to Iowa, Kansas 
and Nebraska several Limes £ from here camping out nights the 
sime as in soldier life, It was often remarked how the three 
of them uncerstcod each other and how faithful they weve, 
each to his share in the combinetion, 


from "Uncle" Henry Hutchins! Journal 
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y 
VI - +. Saran® Billines, dau. of ames? ano Sarah-Fiteh, b. 
Nove 2, 1781, d.: Sent. 2, 12h2,.m. 1799 Gideon Mosher, h, 
Dec. 25, 1777, a: Tuy 1, 1°64 are Hosher family al= 


though 4 very ola’ family is elmost-impossi*le to trace, 
due to the lack of authenciec records. Clinvuses can be 


and "Gideon", <A Hugh Mosher (sometimes spelled Mosier) 
was in Dartmouth, Mass. as early as 1650; from t cre the 
family removed to Rhode Island, and some of them becane 
Quakers, ané some Baptists: after the Revolution they are 
found in other religions of Protestant denomination. “We 
find the two significant names in western R. I., Conn., 
southeastern N.Y. Thig particular branch of the fanily 
settled in Sethlehan in Albsny Co., K. Ye. between 750 
and 1600. This location is Slightly northeast of Coey- 
mans where the Billings femily lived. There apparently 
was no registration of deads in Albany Co. at that time 
So that it is not nessible to get the exact locstion of 
either farm, but they could ver well have been close © 
neighbors. Cideon evidently began looking for a location 
farther west shortly after his Marriages; he purchased a 
: lot in T-11, R-2 of the Holland “urchase in 1806, which 
is about where the city of Buffalo is nov. He evidently 
aid not occupy this lot because when-the road districts 
in Clerkson vere defined in 1820, he is found in Poad Dis 
trict ;9, which began at the north tine of %. A. Perry's 
lot and ran from thence north to Prush Creel: his number 
of days to work on the road was 3, which vovlé indicate 


that his farm was rather smell. I wae unable to firé a 


deed for him until 1846, «t.en he purchased Lot #5 on Sec, 
715 of the Triangular tract, conteining 60% acres, Their 
children: James, b. July h, 1860; Polly, by Ars, hy leeds 
Feary, b. Mar. 20, 1803: Anna, b. July 15, 1805: Walter. 
bs lar. 16, 1807; Jemima, b. Feb, 19, 1809; Annis. h, Feb. 
15, 16113 Marsaret A., b. Jan. 2h, 10a Mehetabal Ey, b. 
Ae -L2,..18 18193 Marvin, b. Mar. ay 


e 


1821; Niner G:, b. Apr. 12, 182%, 


James Mosher, son of Cideon end Sarah fillings, b. July 4, 
1800, m. Lucy Neff end had Lewis, Firam, i fee Laura 
Willian, 
Polly Hosher, dau. of Cideon and Sarah Billings, b, Aug. 
uel Ol, m. Benjamin Hinkley and had Sarah Amn, Elmira, 
Henry, Austin, Gideon, Martha, Sophronia, John Harriet, 


Henry Mosher, son of Gideon and Sarah Fillings, b. Mar, 
20, 1603, nm. Haney Guthrie and had Sally, b. Apr. ae, 
1°26, d. June 28, 1908, m. Jan. 26, 1848 Wliiam Rithion 
Hitchell, and had (a) sary, be Oct. a+, 1848, m. July 30, 
1374 Joseph 5. Rowes (b) Jay Edgar, b. Aug. 17, 1251) 2m, 
Feb. 12, 1896 Lillian 7n, Wilson, vho d. Nov. 5, 1897/8, 








s 





m. 2nd Jan. 4, 1905 Eula Sands, and had Joseph, Sands Be, 
Thelma L., Ruth; (c) Irene, b. Dec. 20, 1854, d. Jan. 
1906, m. Jan. 10, 1896 John D, Mendoors (¢) Henry Burr, b. 
Feb. 17, 1857, m. Dec. 17, 1899 Lizzie Turner and had Emi- 
ly S., Grace E,, William 8., Mary I., Elizabeth; (e) Har- 
riet, b. Feb. 17, 1867, m. Oct. 19, 1087 Samuel Porter 
Turk and had Sally H., b. Aus. 17 1683, m. Mar, 12, 1907 
George H. Nichols, anc had Herbert A., thomas G. (2) 
Roxy; (3) Maria and (4) Chapin (tins). 


arne Mosher, dau. of Gideon Mosher. and Sarah Fillings, b. 
‘duly 15, 1605, mn. Abijah Caldwell and had Addison, Srlves- 
ter, Rhoda, Anna, Delilah, Alf-ed and Albert (twins), Je- 
Welter Maal ao fle od a i D.2 _(mima. 

eiver nosner, son of “ideon Nosher and Sarah Billings, b. 
Mar. 16, 1807, m. “liza Me Gee and had Norman, Lucian, 
— (Hugh, Julia. 
Jemima iqsher, dau. of Gideon Mosher and Sarah Bil’incs, 
bs Febs 19, 1809, m. James Webb and had Caroline who nm. 
7 (Mr. Morrison. 
Annis Hosher, b. Feb. 15, 1811, m. thomas Mead. | 


g 5 A. Hosher , dau. of Gideon Mosher and Sarah Bil-| 
ings, b. dan, 14, 1814, mm. Datus Abel anc had Ruth, Dan- 
el, lienry and Fenrietta (twins), Mary B., John. ; 





ee) % . ee r : | 
Mehetable Be Mosher (dau. of Gideon Nosher and Sarah. Pile 
lings, b. Avr. 12, 1816, m. Alonzo Turney anc had Minerva 
} | (Purr, Hattie 
Eugh Mosher, son of Gideon Mosher and Sarah Siliines, by 
Jan. 29, 1819, a. 4uc, 15, 189 Hester Smith an had 
vane 29, 1 193 o stg, 15, 1592, mn. Hester Smith and had 
(4) Sarah, b. May 13, 1849, m. July 5, 1868 WN. Be Ke 
5 ia r ™@ ™ r 
- B 


bo : =“ a 
Laughlin, anc had Orin; 
2 re bare > - a x 
Lottie; Hugh; NMacgie, b. D 

CS 
a“ 


a 
— > a Os —@ = 
oF en re] 7 : 5 = ? 
Walter 3., be Aug. 10, 2690, ed. Jan. al, 1894; Alnmer 7., 
b. Aug. 10, 1890, d. Aug. 1913. (2) Mary, b. Sept. 23,’ 
r. 31, 1875 Henry Loveland 
and had Arthur and Elgia, (3) Laura, bs Oct. 3, 1856, 2. 
¢ Th £ < ; ae 2 re 
Dec. 28, 1881 Theron Merrill, end had Plovd ond ugh.’ 
1 2 a J a AJ , a 
+) Minnie, b. Sent. 2, 1859, m. Jen 16, 


5 Horace Ab 
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: 5 t 
Willian, (7) Fannie, b. Jan. 7, 1876, m. Oct. 16, 1888 
Homer Vincent and had Leland B., Charlies H., Hester A,, 

1B | (Laura M., Harry E 
Marvin “osher, son of Gideon Mosher and Sarah Sillings, b. 
Lf ~~ a e 4 ‘ —: 
ince A) 1821, 4d. Mar. 30, 1905, m. 1st Abigail French, 
end Hester Peck, snd had Ceorge, Valter, Frank, Nsry. 
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liner Mosher, son of Gideon Mosher and Sarah Billings, b. 
Apr. 12, 1825, m. Clarissa Pry and had Ceorgianna and Flo- 
| Dav | (retta. 
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yI - 5. Walter® Billings, son of James) Billings snd Serah 
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Fitch, b, July 3, 1734, d. Jan. 7, 1857, m. Sept, 19, 
1808 Nancy Gillis, be Mar. 1785, a. Nov. 26, 1854. 
Notes John Ciilis of New Scotland, Coeymans Twp., Albany 
Co., N. Y., is listed in the 1790.Census of EK. Y. as.of 
Watervaliet Twp., Albany Co., which at-that time included 
Coeymans Twp., which was not separated from Yatervaliet 
until Mar. 18, 1791. He is listed with 1 male over 16 — 
(himself), 1 male under 16 (John), 4 females (his wife 
Mary, Nancy, Anne). His children as listed by Mrs. Pate 
terson were John, b. Jan. 18, 1776; Mary, b. Apr. 15, 
1782; Nancy (above), b. Mer. 5, 1785s Anne, b. Mar. 16, 
1788; J-mes, b. Feb. 9, 1791; Elizabeth, b. Dec. 13, 1796; 
Mandel, bp. Dec, 11, 1799; Jena, b. Apr. 27,1803. James, 
the 5th child, is found {n Clarkson in Road District 7? © 
in 1820, which district began at the Weorners by H, Me 





‘Call's, thence north to the Salt Works Road, thence to 


the Town Lines he is buried in the Garland Cen., rau d. 
3 (Mar. 28, 1842, 

Children of Walter and Nancy: Anna, b. Aug. 26, 1809, d. 
Mar. -~, 1812;.John, b. Mar. 4, 1811; Ann “liza, b. June 
24, 18123 Nancy Gillis, b. June 3, 18133; Amos Bayo). Mars 
15,°1916;. Darius C., b. May 3, 1818; Mary Jane, b. July 
26, 1820; Jemes, b. June 16, 1822: Sarah Celestia, b. May 
16, 1623, d. Mar. 1, 1900 (Parma Corners Cem.); Thomas C., 
b. Sent. 18, 1829, d. Mar, 21, 1844+ (Town Line Cenm., the 
only Billings stone besides Walter and Nancy although 
Many others were buried there whose stones have disap- 
peared); Martin V., b. July 31, 1833. 


- 2. John’ Pillinss, son of Yalter® Billings ané Waney Cil- 
lis, b. Mar. +, 1811, d, Mar. 27, 1893, m. Jan, 22, 1835 
Margaret Hornbeck, b. Nov. 21, 1812, a. June 18, 189%, 
Their children: John Wesley, d. young; Darius, b. July 6, 
18393 Henry; Melissa; “William Wallace, d young; Oscar, d. 
(young. 


VIII - 2, Darius Edawsra8 Billings, son of John? Rillings and 


Margaret Hornveck, b. July 6, 1839, m. Mar. 7, 1858 Sarah 
A, Gifford, b. Sent. 23, 1840, lived Tekonsha, Michigan. 
Their Children? (1) forena’4.,2b. duly 13, 1860) m. Dec’. 
27,1880 Palmer. Flashfield,- and had (a) Lora May, ». Dec. 
29, 1881, m. Feb. 6, 1901 Williem Panting, and had Aran, 
Leslie, Howards; (b) Aran Peter, b. Aug. 29, 1°63, d. Mar. 
15, 1838; (c) Sadie Adele, b. Dec. 5, 1887, m. Jan. 28, 
1914 Ross Hartleys (d). Homer M., be Jan. 20, 1893; (e) 
Floyd A., b. Feb. 14, 1895; (f) Ethel, b.° Jan. 5,-19003(g) 
Harry, b. Sept. 5, 1901, d. young. (2) Lettie Ann, b. 
Mar. 11, 1863, m. Dec. 29, 1080 Jason S. Pritchard and 


~had (a) Katie, b. Oct. 27, 1°81; (b) Bessie Louise, b. 


Apr. 30, 1833, m. Dec. 24, 1902 John Martinson, Jr., and 
had Lois, Dick, David; (c} Floy B., b. June 24, 1886; (c) 
Hazel Bell, b. May 2%, 1891; (2) Eliza, b. May 7, 1897. 

(3) Cora, be Nov. 19, 1867, m. Dec. 7, 1892 Geovrece Henry. 
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Snyder, and had (a) Clark Darius Snyder, bs Jan. 24, 1895, 
m. dan. 24, 1914 Hazel L. Darling; (b) Claude George, b. 
| (Apr. 6, 1897. 


VIII-3.Henry® Billings, son of John? Billings and Margaret 


Fornbeck, b. a. 1841, d. Nov. --, 1913, m. Melissa Shear 
and had Maggie M,.,Ida M., Gussie. 


VIII - 4. Melissa® Billings, dau. of Johr/Billings and Margar- 


VII 


et Hornbeck, m. Albert Fergusson, and had Algernon. 


- 3. Ann Eliza’ Billings, dau. of Nalter® Billings and 
Haney Cillis, b. June 24, 1812, d. Mar. 8, 1893, m. Jan. 


26, 1831 Horatio.N, ood) b. Mar. 10, 1904, d. June 9, 
(1889 


. Their children: Frank, b. Nove 16, 1831; Harriet 
R., be Aug. 26, 1833; Rollin 3., b. Dec. 31, 1835; Vary E., 
b. Apr. 16, 1838: Enos Se, be May 31, 1841; Letitia C., b. 
May 28, 184%; Thomas Corwin, b. Jan. 8, 18453 Elmer H., b. 
. 7 (gan, 12, 1854. 
Franklin Yood, son of Horatio N. Wood and Ann Eliza Bill- 
ines, b. Nove 16, 1831, m. Oct. 4, 1855 Fanny Gould and 
had (1) Ida Wood, m. Bert Gallup and had no children; 
(2) Eva, m. William Ring and had Franz, who m. Leona Hol- 
brooke; and Walter. (3) Inez, me Douglass M,. Klock and 
had Gould, who m. Mildred Cooper; and Fanny. 


Harriet R. “ood, dau. of Horatio ™. Wood and Ann Elize 
Billings, b. ‘ng. 26, 1833, m. Nov. 15, 1857 Justin Miner 
Waugh and had Nettie, d. young, and Walla, d. young. 


Rollin B. Wood, sor of Noratio N. Wood and Ann Kiiza Bill- 
ings, b. Dec. 21, 1835, m. Florence Tracy and had (1) A. 
D., m. Abbie Nesbit and had (a) Rollin B., m, Augusta Cot- 
ter and had Lelia E.: (>) Even H.:; (ce) Florence, m. John 
Hetzler and had Barbara; (d) Ada D., m. Fred Suell and 

hac Winifred: (e) Iwlu A.; (£) Lois L.3 (2) Leo; (h) 
Alice; (i) Annabel. (2) William H., m. Lillian M, Cosman, 
Altha M. and Dean T. aes as 

Mary E. Wood, dau. of Horatio N. Wood and Ann "liza Bill- 
ings, b. Apr. 16, 1838, m. May 9, 1857 William Rogers, 

and had 1 child, d. young. 


_ Enos S. Wood, son of Horatio N. Wood an¢ Arn Eliza Bill- 


ines, b. Mars 31, 1841, ad. Apr. 17, 1909, m. Nov. 25, 

1868 Lucy Ann Ives, d. Mar. 7, 1911, and had (1) Miner C.3 
(2) Nettie E., m. July 16, 1913 Walker J. Fellows; (7): 
Harriet P.; (4%) Lutie A., m. Jan. 21, 1903 Frederick ‘J. 


. e 2 “Aaw . . amere 
Letitia Clay.vood,day.of Horatio H. Wood and ann Eh 133. 
O 


James Catnecie Savage, b. Juiy 5, 1837, d. May 4, 1905, 
and had lary Alberta, b. Aug. 12, 1869, d. a. 1953, m. 
Cet. 7, 1896 Julius Faul Schuh, b. Nov. 10, 1867, 4. Oct. 
2@, 1940, enc hed (a) Margaret L., b. July 16, 1899. who 
m. Cant. Leon Des Plend, b. Dec. 21, 1891 and had “Aimée- 
Savage,*h. Feh. 21, 1927, who m. Philip Gibbons, b. Sept. 
7 Clb vinta 
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Saragar ood er to the 


Thomszs Corwin oat son of Horatio N, Wood and Ann Pliza 
Billings, }. Jan. 8, 18N5, m. Ellen M. Tyler «nd had (1) } 
Fertie; 2 arian, m,. Bessie Brenholt, and had Frenholt, . i 
b. ADT. 10, 1914; (2) Inez, m, Andrew Hilificker an? had h 

‘i . (elmer 4.3 (+) Dexter, 
Elmer H, = son of Horatio . “Yood and Ann Elisa Bill- 
ings, mn, Linnie Barnes snd had Ralph, 


oe ee 


a 
ft» 


- k, Maney C,7 Billings, cau, of Yalter” Bi 
ey Gillis, b. Jue 3, “3413, 4. Fem. My 1899, 1 
1°40 Benjamin Wood, 6b. duly 21, 1812, @. Mar. 24, 1870, 
evi had (1) Elvira, be 18k2, a2 Juty’h, "18 5; (2) Armida. i 
b. Apr. gull 1847, ¢. Jvne a, 1a5; a Osear Bd, ‘Be | 
Oct. 9, 1850, 'm. Jan. 11, 1883 Certince Collins ane had i 
(a) Viole, bd. Anz 889, m. Sex st, 22, 191k Marry A, i 
Shafer; (0) Valte > be Aus. 8, 1894, "a, fuze 22, 1894, if 


aa son of Valter® Billings and Nancy 
15, 1316, 4. Dec. 12, 1809, Hee Saty (Pe iW 
Henry, b. July Tig “LOLS as Nov. oh 1260, i 
Note: The srencfather of Emeline "sther Henry, John Nene 
ry) vas a lieutenant in the Revolution in the Sth Rev. of | 
Ny res formed July 1777 from Tryon, Ulster and Albany | 
Co's, Fis = John Henry, b. Mes » 24, 1790, mn. Tlizabeth | 
Ee: Cardiner, ‘dune 2,;-1793tin-R. Teg d.cdnly, BSC? B 
‘Re dreterant ‘ancestor in the Saaainer family was George. i 


Ger Pearery, who was a military offieer in Newport, R. I. in 


1633, an¢ a commissioner there 1642 to 1677. Their chii- 
Gren: »Cardline S., b. Feb, 19, 18 ‘16, ay 1973, rm. Seth 
gar sisters who m, the 3 Bili- 
Sr, Pe. Sul pedey! 16170 3! Mev, 
au, 1860, rs Amos! Hi Bil 3 Mary Aceline, >, Anz 1, 
1819, m, Seth Leonard (a sive of Wy BE. Leonare va me 
Christ lana Jane Billinrs, p. 47): Armenia MoC.P. T, | De - 
Aug. 9, 1827 Henry Browns Jobn E+ b. Jan. 30, 1034, 
d. dume l, 1891; Te Josenhine Merritt 


ba] 
ings brothers): Emeline 7: 
aL 


Children of Amos H, an? Tmeline E.: (1) Henry Adelbert, 

be July 1+, 1841, a. 1805; (2) Marion, b. May 17, 1853, 4. 
1906, m.. ist Adeline B, Prown, On? Mary Sopher, children 
by Ist wife - Rettie, a, youngs: Eva, t. 1872; (3) Delavan 
Avy be Soote 17, 1089, ¢.° Nar. 1h, 1350; (4) Elvorus F., 


tig naee 18, 1851, C, AUS, y 1E515 (5) F aa oe BS “ae 

1, 1856, 2. Apre "1869; (6). pia Eg De Cet: 1857, 2. 

July 18; / 1936, me Jane 175 1875 Levis Cy Pittsteo:, BS i: 
(h OV. G, 1851. 


< hy Taine G.! BET ies). s6n bP wel ter’ Pillines and Nan- 


-ey Gillis, b, May 345 1818, m. Nov. 29, 1849 Evaline Os. 


+ 
* The initials after the name o 


gocd Bangs, be. Nov. 1223, d. dan. 3, 189°, and hed (2) 
Ida Iucina, b. Per. 23 1852, a. Jen, 26, 1860; (2) Fred | 
erick T., a Maye tts i8 ; ime 

1856; (4) Beary b. Oct. 26, 1861, d. Nove 6, 1861: (5) 
Mary Evaline, b - Sept. o., 1863, a. 1868, > orius was es= 
teenied as a1 teacher of music and a sincer of rare ability. 
Armenia stand for Moranda, 
Cordelia, Penelope, Tennesee, Anzeline. 
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VIII - 2. Frederick po Billings, son of Darius G.? Billings 
and Evaline Oszood Panes, b. May 11, 1854, m. Ist Nellie 
Clark, and 2nd Nov. 24, 1905 Clara Brown, b. Dec. 25 
1858, lived Paltimore, Md. Children: (1) Frederick Wr., 
b. July 1, 1878, d. Dec. 1; 1878; (7) Wm. Clark, b. Mar. 
20, 1880, m. Florence ------- , of Travelers' Insurance Co., 
Minneapolis, Minn.; (3) Clfford Price, b. Jan. 8, 1852, m. 
Kate ------- » lived Pittsburg, Pa., hed Alice and #lesanor; 
(4) Georce W., bd. Dec. 4, 1884, m. Marian Belliot, lived 
35 Grenge Plece, Buffalo, N. Y. 


VIII - 3. Imgene P.8 Billings, son of Darius ga? Billings and 
Evaline Osgood Bangs, >. July 18, 1856, m. 1st in 1°87 
Clara Nichols, 2nd June 12, 1894 Minnie Hooper, had 1 dau. 
by lst wife, who d. young. 


VII - 7. Mary Jane7 Billinses, dau. of Walter® Billinss and 
Nancy Gillis, b. July 20, 1820, d. Feb. 9, 1907, m. Aug. 
14, 1839 Moses Shelden Tennant, and hac (1) ‘m. Sheldon, 
b. Feb. 7, 1842, d. Dec. --, 1896, m. Auc. 15, 1865 Jo- 
sephine Sutton, anc had William M., John S., *rank A. 

(2) Lettie, *. July 20, 1845, a. Nov. 5, 1880, m. Jen. 21, 
1869 John A. Williamson. Clinping from Saginaw, Mich. pa- 
ner, conied from Oberlin College Alumni, Dec. 1896: | 
"Judge William Sheldon Tennant, for many yesrs one of the 
most prominent of the Saginaw County RBar ane for six ._ 
years Circuit Judge of this cistrict, was called to his 
fathers last night. The “eceased was a native of Ohio, 
and was torn Feb. 7, 1842 in Camden, Logan Co. He gradu- 
ated from Oberlin Collese in 1863. He read Law at Flint, 
Mich.,, and later gradusteé from the Law School of the Uni- 
versity of Fichivan. Ee was united in marriage in Flint 
Auz. 15, 1865 to Josephine Sutton, and vas the father of 

| Z (5 children." 

VII - 8. James7 Billinzs, son of Walter? Billings and Nancy 
Gillis, b. Juce 16, 1822, 4d. May 29, 1879 (Gerland Cem.), 
m. Ist Margaret Johnson (sister of Polly Jennson, whe m, 
Alpheus Billines, p. W+), b. May 27, 1814, d. Auz. 22, 
1855 (Garland Cem.), 2nd Anrelina Knowlton Green, bh, Jan. 
10, 1818, a. Fet. 21, 1880 (Garland Cem.). Children: (1) 

Henry, b. Feb. 17, 1849: (2) Helen E. Nina, b. Nov. 9, 
1851, 4. Ogt, 8, 1864; (3) James A., be Aus. 15, 1857, d. 
Aug. 16, 1857; (4+) Seth, b. June 2, 1859; (5) James Louie, 
b. Sept. 22, 1861, a. Dec. 24, 1853. 


Witt f= 314 Henry® Billings, son of James7 Billincs and Margar- 
Tomnse h, Fei } 2 j rH. 
SE “PRG Raren SRE bent nde THOT 122 1946p Be Syne 
_1932. Their children:-. (1) Hina, b, Jan. 18, 1874, 4. 
Dec. 1, 1878; (2) Ceorge, b. May 15, 1876, d. Dec, 11, 
1878; (3) Nellie, b. Sept. 30, 1879, d. Mar, 15, 1938, m. 
Apre 27, 1904 Millard F. Hincher, and had (a) Helen M., b. 
May 30, 1906, m. June 30, 1931 J. Douglas Hood, and had 
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Barbara, b. May 9, 1935. J. Douglas teaches in Cornell 
University, Ithaca, ". Y., and Helen M, teaches in Ithaca 
College. (b) Marjorie J., b. Aug. 28, 1908, m. Sent. 17, 
1927 Leland L. Haicht, b. Aug. +, 1906, lives Hilton, N.- 
¥., had Otis. Richard, b. July 13, 1928 and Alan Philip, 
b. Auz. 29, 1935. (c} Jean Lane, b. Jan. 25, 1920, m 
Oct. 20, 1939 Wallace Haskins, Jr., b. Oct. 26, 1919, 
served in Japan-in World War II. 


VIII-- 4. Seth W.8 Billings, son of Jones? Billings, and Ange- 
line Knowlton Green, b. June 2, 1859, m. Aur. 8, 1883 
laura Adele Hopkins, bs Aug. 3, 1859, livea 5726 Maple 
Ave., St. Louis, Mo., and had (1) Amy D., b. Mar. 2, 188, 
m. Clarence J. Stephenson and had Alcen L., b. Sept. 9, 
1900; Clarence Ye, b. Nov. 3, 19013 Rufus T., b. Jan. 27, 
1903; Wilbur H., b. Feb. 10, 1905; James H., b. Feb. 28, 
1908, d. Mar. 25, 1908. (23 jameetiipuppehor. 5, 1c86, me 
Sept. 20, 1908 Irma Smith, anc had James H., b. Feb. 7; 
1910: Mary Virsinia, b. Apr. 19, 1912; William Compton, b. 
Oct. 191%; Fenry Damon, b. June 17, 1926. (3) Henry D., 
b. Aug. 10, 1889. (+) George. A., b. Mar. 5, 1892, m. June 
8, 1912 Nora Leslie. (5) Frances R., b. July 28, 1895. 


Wii. 11, Meet V. Billinces son of Welter® Billings and Nan- 
cy Cillis, b. July 31, 1033, a. Jon. 24, 1916, m. 1s% Nov. 
28, 1854 Sarah Williams, b. Aug. 23, 1830, d. July 19, 
1879; m. 2nd July 12, 1883 Waomi Collins, Chiléren by 
Ist wife: (1) Iucien Willis, b. Sent. 16, 1855; (2) Fred 
Yartin, be Oct. 12, 1857; (7) Adeline E., b. Aug. 12, 
1860; (:) Sarah E., b. Feb. 2, 1863, d, Feb. 16, 16645. 
(5) Irving W., b. May 4, 1869, d. unm. 1895; (6) Willis 
Grant, b. Jon. 30, 1869; (7) Mary B., b. Nov. 10, 1870s 
(8) Samuel Eugene, b. July 16, 1873. 


VIII - 1. lucien 'illis Billings, son of Martin ., Billings 
and Sarah Williams, b. Sept. 16, 1855, d. Sept. 3, 1903, 
m, July 11, 1898 Fannie G. Bennett, b. Dec. 23, 1867, a. 
Sept. 3, 1905, m. 2nd ------- 9 cece . Children: loyd 
Martin, b. Sept. 8, 1890; Ethel Catharine, b. Jan. 5, 
1892; Grace, Lillian, b. Mar. 30, 1896; Imcien Willis, b. 
1910; Witlis Lloyd, b. 1911. 


VIII ~ 2, Fred Martin Billines, son of Martin V.7 Billines 





VITI - 3. Adeline Blizabeth® Billings, deu. of Martin V. Sili- 
ines and Sarah Williams, b. Aug. 12, 1860, m. Oct. 20, 
1881 John Parker Cleveland, b. July 24, 185, Ge ee. 35 
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1904 and had Irving J., b. Nov. 1, 1882; Harry G., b. Mar. 
15, 1884; C-rle Eugene, b. June 25, 1892. 


VIII - 6. ‘Willis Crent® Billings, son of Martin V./7 Billings 


anc Sarah Williams, b. Jan. 10, 1868, m. Cora Duffer, b. 
Feb. 6, 1864, lived Sioux Falls, S. D. Children: Harry 
B., b. June 10, 1893; Naomi, b. Sept. 19, 1895, m. June 
12, 1912 Roy Mahoney, b. Apr. 12, 1891; Walter, b. Aus. 
14, 1896; James M., b. May 30, 1901; Jay, b. Jan. 6, 1903; 
Ruth, b.' Mar, 18, 1906. 


VIII - &. Samuel Fugene® Billings, scnof Martin v.° Billines 


and Sareh “illiams, a locomotive engineer, Fagle Grove, 
Iowa, b. July 18, 1873, m. Dec. 28, 1899 Tressa Deering, 
b. Sept. 7, 1874, and had Camille, b. Sept. 23, 1902; 
Elice Eleanor, b. Jan. 15, 1905; Eugene D., b, June 27, 
1911, and Emogene, b. June 27, 1911 (twins 


Come all ye Yankee farmers, 

Who wish to change your lot, 

Whotve spunk enough to travel 

Beyone your native spot, 

And leave behind the village 

Where Pe end Ma do stay; 

Come follow me and settle in Michigania; 
Yea, Yea, Yea - in Michigenial 


Tyo million people join in this toast, 
Michigan, my lichigan! - 
I have written the tale of our life 
For a sheltered people's mirth, 
‘In jesting guise - but ye ere wise, 
_ And ye mov what the jest is worth. 
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In her introduction, Mrs. Patterson stated t'at tne Billings 
terily was we?l known for musical ability. While various mem- 
bers mav have taken part in and been interested in the musi-' 
eal efforts.of their local communities, aside from the noted 
hymnogolist, William Billings, described Db. 33, nore seem to 
hove become eminent in this field. The family started of 
eourse as farmers, but by the third generation began branch~ 
{ng out into other fields as divines, scholars, artisans of 
particular ability, and various professions, I was struck by 
the number of physyciar~ that appeared in the family. In 
early New York we find pvrac*icing in Cohoes, %. Y. Dr. George 
fenry Billincs, b. Claremont, N. H. Jume 19, 1835. (This lis 
the family of John?, Samuel, Joseph3, William@, Williem', 

vho went from Montville, Conn. to Vermont at the close of the 
fFevolution). He graduated from Castleton Medjcal College, 
Cambridge, MN. Y. in June 1251. In 1862 he removed to Prook-~ - 
lyn, N. Y., but returned to Cohoes in 1871 where he d. May 20, 
1293, In Saratoga County, there was Dr.-Jesse Billings, the 
son of Elihu Billings (Jesse*, James’, Ebenezer“, Willian!), 
the same family that poreduced the famous John Shaw Billings. 
Two other physicians from this rezion settled in Genrsee Co., 
the first doctors there. Dr. Janes Avery Dillings, b<.1799, 
son of Perez Billings (Senjamin?, Jemest, James’, Ebenezer<, 
William), removed from Ssratoga County, and located in Bata- 
via, Genesee Co., N. Y. in 1818, a graduate of the University 
of New York, the first physician there. His brother Jonas 
Saterlee Billings, settled necr by at "Pine Hill", now Elba, 
also a vhysician. Their father Perez must have come there al- 
s0, as it is said that he sold the lot on whieh the. Fantist 
Church in Elba was built. It is interestins how these tyo 


boys got their nares. Lydia’ Geer, dau. of oped Chese* rough, 


whoosh, “ist ‘Cadt. .James.cser, knd’ 2nd EbenezerS Billings, , b. 
Nov. 15, 1742, m. 1st Nov. 4, 1762 Jonas Saterlee, and 2nd 
Jones Avery. Her dau. Polly, b. May 25, 1766, m. Feb. 1, 1789 
Perez Lillings, G she nemed her two sons after her father 
end her step father. Another vhysician of this region was Dr. 
Appleton W. Biliings, b. Barre, “. Y., 1821, studied under Dr. 
‘Willard Eaton of Orleans Co., settled at South Byron, 1851, 
Tetired 1888 after a successful and honorable cereer. This 
Tist be a member of the Richard Billings family of which 

three members settled in Orleans County, although I was unable 
to locste him among them. These Billines came from Chenango 
€9., and buried in the East Cemetery of Smyrna Village is Dr. 
3. R, Billines, d. Apr. 17, 1861, aged 23 years and 9 months. 
Oing somewhat far afield, there wes a Dr. James M, Billings, 
©. Marion, Ind., Mar. 2, 184+, ecreduated from Miami Medical 
College at Cincinnati, Ohio in 1873, vracticed in Clay City, 
Illinois, and after 1881 in Lebanon in Laclede Co., Mo. In 

né meantime, we must not fail to mention Dr. Elton P, Bill- 
ings, a well-known gynecologist of Grand Rapids, Michigan, 
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Now coming to three Billings doctors of great prominence, we 
consider Ist Dr. John Shaw Billings. Going back to p. 9, it 
can de seen trat the 7th ours? of ons. Jemes3 Billings was 
Jesse I, b. Avr. 18, 1737, d. Feb. 12, Bee pe, ats ol 7OL 
Grece Breed, cau. of John and Mary (Prentice) Breed and cous-= 
in of Ebenezer Breed of Breed's (Bunker) ait, h,. June 2, 
1740, d. Oct. 21, 1816. Jesse served in the French and — 
dian ‘far, peeame a captain'in the Corn, Militia, and contin 
ued this service in the Rev. in the 25th Conn, Ree. After 
the Reve ne. ae ed with his family to Old Saratoga, Saratoga 
Co.,.N. ¥. where he and his sons.held various civic "offices. 
Children: (1) Elihu who mn, Tiddie erent (2) Henry uuho tle 
Lucy Wrights (3) John; (4) Grace who m. Daniel Morgan 3 (9), Es- 
ther who m, Roswell Holnes; (6) Jesse ir. 


Jesse II Billines, b. 1770, ¢. Oct. 6, 12h, mn. Phoebe Smith, 
dau. of Thomas Smith, and had Cc) Jesse IIIT who n, Ms ary Thomp- 
son; (2) John; (3) William J. who m. Maria Grossbeck; () Sal- 
ly who m. Elijah Dunhem; (5) Betsy who m. Edward Perry (6) 
Almira who mn. =lias Cole; (7) Phoebe who m. Willism Thorns 
(8) Emma who =. Otis Fat eS $ (9) Mary who m, Stephen Thorn: 
(10) James, 
James Billings, son of Jesse II at Saratoga Mar. 15, 1806, 
@, Mar. 8, 1892, m. July 21, 1835 3 Abby Sheu of Ravhan, Tess., 
whe was a "lineal descendant of Jorn Howland of the Mayflouer, 


d. 1898, “hey removed to Indiana and la’ to Deyton. Chio, 
where both are curied in the gegestays Com, Their children: 
(1) Martha and (2) Emme, bd. y It: 1836.56, duly 2c, .1636; 


(-) John Shaw, b. Avr. 12, 134 (:) oma, by Mar. 25, 18h0, 
mM, ------- Jordan; (5) Abby S opylianctith «veg Bette: Ge shOe. 29, 


(1843, 
Jonr Shaw Billings, t. in Switzerland .Twh, injscithesst.Ind,, 
agear. tt), 1913, om. Sept. = 1862 at Georgetown, D. C. Kath- 


arine Mary Stevens, dau. of ‘lector L. SS! SS WO was a rep- 
resentative to Congress from Mich. 1853-1255, anc after his 
term settled in Georcetown, Their children: (1) Mary CLArey | 
b. Nov. 9, 1863; (2) Kate Sherwood and (2) Jessie Ingrem, t. 
Bets pods 18663 (1) John Sedgewick, b. July 31, 1869; (5) } varca= 
ret Janeway, 4, Nov. hy 1872, At the age of 14, Jonn Thaw en- 
tered the sub=freshnan class of Miami University at Oxford, 0. 
50 miles from his home. Five years later he received the de- 
gree of FB, A. with honors, and the following fall he began ° _ 
his studies at the Medical College of Ohio. In the spring 

of 1860 he received his M. D., and in the fall was appointed 

&@ demonstrator of anatomy in the College. A year Ister he 
took a medical examination for the resular army, and passed 

at the top of the list. He received a commission the follow- 
ing spring and put in thsrge of a hospital. At the end of 

the summer he was made executive director of the Philadelphia 
Fospital with thousands of sick and wounded. In Apr. 186% he 
Was assicned as medical director of the Army of the Potomac, 
and durins the ilderness Campaign he was medical insnector 
for that branch. In duly he was invalided baci: to Washincton, 
end in Dec. he vas tr. nsferred to the Surgeon-Generel's office 
When he was writing his graduating thesis, he discovered that 
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many of the books he needed weré widely scattered, 2nd some 
not indexed or poorly indexed. Eence, he felt keenly the 
need of having a central librery of medical literature which 
yould be in every way useful. In the Surgeon-General's of- 
fice, he was out in cherge of the library. After the war 
$80,000 was ade evailable from hospital funds, and he used | 
it to increase the library from 600 books to 30,000 in 1873. 
In 1876 he submitted a Fasciculus of a Catalogue to the medi- 
eal profession and asked for suggestions, and later Conzress 
provided for publishing it. The lst volume anpecred in 1880, 
and from then on each year until 1895 when there vere 16 vol- 
umes. In this yesr he applied for retirement, which was 
grented with the rank of Lt.-Col., and at that time the libra- 
ry had growm to 1,000,000 books: and pamphlets, the largest 
collection in the world. 


In the meantime in 1873, Johns Mop'ins died in 1373 leaving _ 
an endowment for the establishment of a great hospital. the 
trustees called for plars to he submitted, anc those of 3ill- 
ings were accepted and he hecame medical adviser to the Tloard 
of Trustees, and his reports submitted to-them have become 
classics. As original member end chsirman of the Public 
Health Association, he is credited with controlling and con- 
fining to the Memphis resion the outbreak of yellow fever in 
1872... He was in charge of the vital statistics for the Féder- 
al Censuses of 1880 and 1890. In 1890 he was appointed Direc- 
tor of the hospital of the University of Pa., and professor 

of hygiene, anc after his retirement, he removed to Philacel- 
phia. One year later he resisned to accept a sreater and more 
songenial tesk in N. Y. C., “hich continued for the last 17 
years of his life. The Astor, Lenox and Tilden Foundations 
were consolidated into one, and Billinss was put in charge. 

A library was erected from his specifications, and eventually 
a number of branches vere established, and this was the start 
of the great N. Y. Public Library. He persusded Carnegie to 
provide $5,000,000 for this project, which thus becare a tru- 
ly great monument to a truly grest man. In the lest years of 
his life he was active in the organization anc guidance of 

the Carnegie Institute in Yashington. One honor save him par- 
ticular satisfaction when he was invited to give one of the 
four general addresses at the 7th meeting of the Interneation- 
al Congress of Medicine in London, the first American to be 

so honored; his address was entitled "Qur Medical Literature." 


The 2nd of the three greet doctors to be considered in Dr. 
Franc Billinzs, a well lmown figure in Chicase history. Re- 
turning to pe 6, we find in the family of Cani..HWilliam- 
Billings, aside from having the firs Yale eraudate in the 
family in the person of Rev. William3 Billincs of “indcham, 
the 2nd child was Joseph, b. June 2C, 1692, m. 1st in 1711 
Comfort Dennison, and 2nd Sarah Larabee, dau. of Nathaniel 
Larabee of Norwich, d...Avr. 9, 1763.  Josenh was ensign in 
the 2nd Preston Co. of Militia, Mar. 8, 1729, ceputy fron 
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preston Oct. 9, 1739, Justice of Peace of New London Co. May, 
1740. Fis children: (1) Any, b. Dec. 1671 2,..dica, 1797, 
m, ‘im. Rouse who d. a. 1771 ~ 6 childrens (2) Sarah, b. Dec. 
a7, 171%, d. Feb. 25, 1794, m. Nov. 20, 1733 Capt, Ha*haniel 
Rareock = 7 children; (3) Josenh, b. Dec. 19, 1716, d. bet. 
Nov. 10 end Dec. 11, 7797, m. Prankful Dennison - 3 chilcrens 


‘Grace Minor, dsu. of Josenh Minor - 3 chilcren. 


Same Bis ines 5. Son Or Joseph3, bs as 1718, d. Sent. 6, 
1751, m. Oct. 1¥, 174: Grace Minor, dau. of Joseph Minor of 
Kontville, who was 13th in cescent from Henry Minor of Somer- 
setshire, England, He bought pronerty and resided in the 
North Parish of New London Co, on land which had formerly be- 
longed to the Mohegans. This region was later orgenized as 
Montville. ‘hen Benedict Arnold turned traitor and led an at- 
tack on the western part of Conn., burning New London and Gro- 
ton, Samuel was one of the volunteers who hastened to the de-= 
fense of Fort Criswold, an¢ was killed in the massacre there. 
Fis children: (1) Matthey, who served in the 6th Conn. heg., 
p. 30, end after the war went to Onterio Co., I, Y. where he 
was pensioned at the age of 70 in 1818, which would indicate 
that his birth yeor was 1748, d. May 9, 1823; (2) Penjamin, b. 
Montville, served a short period in the Rev. in 1775, then re- 
moved to Sharon, Vt., had a dau. Graces (3) John. 


John? Billings, son of Samet, 0, Wov., BO, 751, dG. “Aue. 225 
1832,.m. Oct. 10, 1772 Clive, dau. of James Noble of New Lon- 
don, b. 175%, ad. May 1+, 1843. During his early life , John 
made several voyeses from New London to the ‘lest Indies on 
May 1, 1775 he joined the forces raised for the War ‘of 
pendence. In 1778 te left the militery service, sold h 
lands in Conn. and removed +o Royalton, Vt., where he 
255 a. of land, and where he served as a private and 1 
serjesnt in Capt. Josevh Parkhurst's Co. of Vt. troovs Bie 
when he was pensioned in 1818 it was as a soldier ir the Cenn. 
Cortinental Line. Eis children: (1) Jon; (2) Asa, b. Feb. 
28, 1775 at Montville, d. July 4, 1836 at Newport, ". He, m. 
at Shaftsbury, Vt. Nancy, dau. of Gov. Jonas Galusha, b. Dec. 
28, 1784, d. Oct. 16, 1843 - 10 children; (3) Rhoda, b. "eb. 
6, 1778, m. Samuel Fibbard; (4) Mary, b. Feb. 20, 170, cd. 
Oct, 23, 1640, m. Lemuel, son of Silas Allen, M. D. at Royal- 


'd 


‘ton, removed to Fairfield Co., 0., where he was 2 hotel keep- 


er, calline the town where he located Royalton; (5) Sarah, be 
Jan. 1, 1752 at Royalton, d. there Apr. 25, 1850, m. Nov. 13, 
1803 Calvin Skinner, b. “focdstock, Conn. Nov. 23, 1777, ¢. 
Royalton Aug. 23, 1843 ="11 children; (6) Olive, b. Feb. 29, 
1784, m. Eleazer Valbridge of Randolph, Vt., 4, there Sent. 
1814? (7) Lucy, b. Avr. 7, 1786, m. Feb. 17, 1811 Leonard 
Fiske of East Bethel, Vt. - 7 children; (8) Oel, b. Avr. 18, 
1788, was a farmer and merchant of Royalton until 1830 when 
he removed to Woodstock, served in State Lecislature in 1825 - 
9 children, m. Sophia Yetherbee, d. Nov. 19, 1871; (9) Marcia, 
be Oct. 4, 1792, mn. 2 
Preacher ~ 3 childrens (10) Ssbra, b. Jume 22, 579%, m..Col. 
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The activities and honors of Dr. F-ank Billings are almost 

too numerous to mention. He was educated in the Public 
Schools and the State Normal School of Platteville, Vis. He 
taught in the grade and high schools of Vis. 1873-1876. Re- 
eeived the cegree of M.D. at Northwestern Univ. Poets oe. Ne 
1926. He also received honorary degrees - Sc. D. from Far- 
vard Univ. 1915, Sc. D. Wisconsin 1924, LL, D., Univ. of Cin.. 
1924, Se. D. Chicaso, 1927, non-resident Fellow, College of 
Physicians, Philadelphia, 1909, Fellow N. Y. Academy of Medi- 
cine, 1926. Fe took postgraduate work, interne of Cook Co, 
Fospital, Apr. 1831, Lecturer, 1882, also snent fifteen 

months in Vienna, Paris end London in 1885-1886, assistant 
demonstrator of Anatomy, Northwestern Univ. Medical School 
1880-13885, Lecturer on Physical Dirgnosis there 1%°3-1890, 
Professor of Medicine 1890-1898, Professor of Me 
Medical College in affiliation with the Univ. of 


Univ. of Chicago 1°C5-1924, Honorary positions were - mexber 
Chicago Medical Society, President 1 90, President American 
Medical Association 1902-1904, member of the Board of Trust- 
ees Of the same 1915-1924, President cf the Association of An- 
erican Physicians 1907, President of Hational Tuberculosis Ag- 
sociation 1905, President of Co-gress of Physicians and Sur- 
geons 1922. He vas attending vhysician of Mercy Hospital, 
Chicaro 1890-190¢, Coot: County Hospital, Chicago 1690-1901, 
Prescyterian Hospital, Chicago 1892-1920. He was Pre-téent 

of Illinois State Board of Charities and Chsrities Commicsion 
of Tilinois 1906-1912, Fis military services - Maior in the 


Medical Officers' Reserve Sed May 19173 active service Néd- 


ical Corps National Arny, Nov. 17, 1017; Lt.-Col. March 22, 
1918; Col. Apr. 30, 1918 - June 20, 1919; Military Service at 
Washincton, D. C. as Med, Adviser to the Provost Marshall Gen- 
eral and in the office of the Surgeon Geverel as Crief of the 
Division of Physical Reconstruction of Disableé Soldiers; 
served in the A. BE, F. Ans. to Oct. 1918; honorably discharged 
June 268, 1919 with the rank of Col.s; Medicat Officers! Re- 
Serve Corps; promoted Dec, 23, 1921 to the rank cof Briz.-Gen. 
Medical Officers! Reserve Corps. His decorations were - 
Distinguished Service Me@al May 24, 1918; Order of Leopold of 
Pelgium 1922: Officer of the Le ion of Honor of France 19273 
Col. in Mil. Div. and Chairman of Amer, Red Cross Mission to 
Russia June. to Oct. wi9l7s 


Dr. Billings was particularly Gistinguished in the field of 


Bacteriology, ‘hen abroad in 1885-6, he visited Pasteur and 


was much impressed with his discoveries in this subject, and 
on his return he cemonstrated for the first tine in the mid- 
Gn West. dhe pregenge Che HPARESEn Medi ch Bo uasPa Teen tERe 
1887, he identified the then known pathological bacteria. In 
‘nother cause, he was responsible for the Associstion's Com- 
cil on Pharmacy and Chemistry, and worked for stricter stand- 
ards of Pharmaceutics. Ne wes particularly articulate against 
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the inhuman and unscientific treatment of the insane at Cook 
County Hosoital. He was influential in promulgating several 

medico-scientific institutions - hospitals, clinics, research 
aboratories., The Me Cormick Institute for Infectious Diseas- 

es by Harols and Edith Rockerfeller Me Cormick after the 

death of their sor, John Rockerfeller Me Cormick, with scar- . 

let fever, was one he was influential in establishing. Anoth-~ 

er was the Sprasue Institute for Research in Medicine at the 

University of Chicaro, by the heirs of .Otto S. A. Sprague. 

But the biggest achievement of all was. the Billinss Hospital 

at the University of Chicaso, the gift of himself, his covsin —— 

Cornelius Kingsley Garrison Billings, and his brother Charles 

Lewis for the erection of the building. Julius Rosenwald was -__ 

persuaded to give $1,000,000 to this project anc later the 

funés for the Memorial Library. John Roterts, the voalthy 

packer, was inéreed to give another million for the Child- 

ren's Hospitel. The hosvital was named for Albert Merritt 

Billines, inasmuch as much of the initial family contribution 

had been inherited from him, snd contributed by his son, Cor- E 

nelius Kingsley Garrison lillines, his scrandson, Albert Eill- : 

ings Ruddock, his son-in-law Charles Homer Ruddock, and his 

nephew, Frank, also his nephew Charles Lewis. 


Albert Merritt? Billings, 6th child of Johbn®, b. at Royalton, 
Vt. Avr. 21, 1814, d. Chicaco Fe>. 7, 1897, m. 1st Incinda A. 
Corbin of Claremont, . H., who @. ----. --, ----3 she haa 
Henry Albert, b. Sent. 25, 1838, d. July 8, 1918 at Chicago, 
Ho in [863 °MatySehe Taylor, Ths in, CrantrCéry iss.in THO; e. | 
Gct? 85-1927, ancihad Wortimer, b. 18€4, d. in infancy. Al- 

bert Merritt m. 2nd June l, 1859 Ets. -Aurusta Sarah’ (Parns- 

worth) Allis, b. 1822 at Neathersfield, Vt., @. Mar. 30, 1913 

at Chicago; she had Sarah Ancusta; Cornelius Kinesley Carri- 

son, In enrly life Albert Nerritt was enrages in trarspsorta- 

tion o? rassencers and. exoress in towns of Termont., New Namp- 

shite ang Noy York, Ee eame te the Middle West in the erly 

60's and beceme interested in the extension of the Ciiesso, 

Milwautree and St. Paul R. R. He settled in Chicago ané vith 

Commodore Garrison of St. Louis obtained cortrol of the 

Peonle's Gas Licht & Coxe Co. He acouired other extensive in- 

terests Missouri Pacific R. R., the elevated railways of N. Y. 

C., the street railway system of Memphis, Tenn. Ee fo-nded 

the Home National Tank of Chicago, and remained its presidenk 

until it was merged with other banks. This is the financial 

Wizard whose funds established and whose name was ¢iven to 

the Albert Merritt Billings Memorial Hospital of the Univer- 

sity of Chicago, tut as well a fitting memoriel to the tal- : 

ented and altruistic Dr. Frank Billings. 
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The 3rd Sopa nt doctor which we wish to consider is Dr, 
Frederick Trenaine ees b. Edgewood, NH. J., ad. Pitts- 
burgh, Pes, 7a an. 5, 1933, m. at Eeeles on, Nd., Oct. 6, 1909, 
Romaine, dau. of Francis Le Moyne, rs} aoe of Pits sburch, 


and had Frederick Tremaine, Jr., Lucretia, and Kirk Le Moyne, 


who d. in Pittsburgh Jan, - 1933. Going back to p. 7, we 
see that Ebenezer Go 8 had a son Ens, Ebenezer’, b. Ston- 
ington, Conn, Jan. 1, 1684, 7, there July 20, 1760, me Apres 2, 
1706 Phebe Dennison, "De An iP. 6, 169 O» ad. Dec, 30, 1775. They 
hac a son John, b. Stonington’ Decs. (aeR7OE,S Cc. there Febw 5, 
1761, m. Apr. 7, 1743 Elizabeth Paga, b. Stonington Aue. 8, 
1717; survived her husband, . They had 2 son Daniel, b. Ston- 
ington Ma 19; 1749, de Lanesborough, Mass. Feb. 3, 1817, me 
at Groton, Mar. 15, 1789 Catherine (Eldriége) Ceer, served “in 
the Rev. in 1775 ant 1776, with the rank of Set. and ins. 
They haga son Andrew who me Abby Sheldon, dau. of James and 


Mary (Lord) Chesebrough. Their son Imther Guiteau mn, Laura 
Elizabeth Tremaine; he served in the oes War, retiring in 
1896 with the rent of Rear-Admiral. Frederick tremaine at— 


‘tended Mohegan Lake Military Academy ane the U. S. lsval Acad- 


ery, and later received his MN. D, at Yale in 189. He was in- 


terne at the Patterson (Tl. J, ) Ceneral Hosnital for 2 vears, 


1 year at the Charite Eosnitel in Berlin, Germeny, He prac- 


ed 


ticed one year in, ¥Y. c., and then removed to Pittsburgh, 


Pa. in 1902, where for five years he was chief examiner for 
the Eovitable Life Beg ete Society of WH, ¥. From 191+ to 
1917 he was instructor in Internal ledicine at the Medical 


College of the University of Pittsburch and was on the staf 
of the Pitts sburgh Tubercvlosis Dispensary and the South Side, 
Sty Francis, St. Joseph's, Allegheny General and Western Penn- 
sylvania Hospitals. His chief claim to fame is his work on 
Reart Disease, He cstablished a Heart Clinic at the Western 
Pennsylvania Hospital in 1920, where he was senior Medical Of- 
ficer, which position he held until his death. He was narti- 
<i goa in the develonom nt of Electro-Ca ardiogranhy ‘ 
a World Var I, he was Medicsl Examiner for the Draft Board 
Beat eahursh, anc Cnief of ths University f Pittsburch Medi- 
eal Unit, vith the rank of L§.-@ommander of the Medical Corps 
of the U. S, Neval Reserve, He was 2 Fellow of the American 
College of Physicians, member of the American Medical Associa-— 
tion of Pa., the State Medical Society, the Allezhany Co; Ved- 


hy o¢ 
ta bp pte 


ical Society, ané the Pitts*turgh Acadeny -of Medicine. In re= 


' 


ily and his’ Broresston. 


lision he was an Episeopa alian, and in politics a Republican, 

While his career is not as spectacular as those of the two 

doctors mentioned above, he si Gerinite A a aredit to the -fan- 
=e tenis os = 
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Another sroninent Billings, 

law, is found in the person o! ederitic Bi PTs) after whon 
Billings, Montana was named. He_was -tbe fourth chile oe Oel? 
Blllines’(John>, Samuel, Josephs, “Hilien?, ‘1iton!), 


ton, Vt. ae 


Avr. 18, 1786, 2 farmer eae mer al 
17 Sonhia vetherbe, 


2 or 
Yooastoct:, ad. Nav. 29, 167T Sm. “ue ela 
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dou. of Jason and Sophia(Farwell) Wetherbe, and sos dave of 
Capt. Samuel Wetherbe of the Rev. and Cante Isaac Farell), 
‘Their children; (1) Edward Eoratio, b. Avr. 6, 1818, never. m.3_ 
(2) Leura, b. Mar. 10, 1820, m. Bezer Simmons; (3) Charles Ja- 
son, b. Aor. 23, 1822, m. Sarah Towne of Fitchburg, Mass.; (+) 
Frederick, b. Sent, 27, 1823, m. Julia Parmly, dau. of Dr. 
Eleazer Parmly of NM, Y.s3 (5) Sophia Farwell, b. Nov. 1, 19263 
(6) Frantlin Noble, b. Mar. 8, 1829, ms Nancy Hitech, dau. of 
Jireh Swift of New Bedford; (7) Richard 0el, b. Jan. 6, 1831, 
never married: Elizgzbeth Sprague, b. Sept. i9, 1833, m. Geo, 
W. Alten; (9) Oliver Phelps C., b. Sept. 21, 1836, m, Char- 
lotte Lene, b. Paris, Frenee, | 
Frederick? Bill 

we 

& 


ZS, son of 0e16 and Sophia Wetherbe, b. at 
Royalton Sen 


i" 
7, 1823, in 1835 his father removed ‘c Wood- 
stock when rick was 12 years old. He entered Kimball Un- 
ion Acadeny 1640, went to Burlington, Vt. where he graduat- 
ed from the University in 1844, He read Law with Hon. Oliver 
P, Chandler anc in 1846 was appointed by Gov. Horace Eaton 
Secretary of Civic and Military Affairs, Tn 1849, he went 
with his brother-in-law Cant. Bezer Sirnons and wife, his sis- 
ter Laura, to San Francisco, and beeate a lay partner there 
inva big firm, Here he becane politically powerful, and was 
able to save California for the Union in 1861, for a time be- 
ing Attorney-—Gene 
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al. As attorney for Gen. Fremont in the 
nosa Estate, he went to Ensland in 1861. 
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Returning «to the Us S., he was married in ¥. %. @. Mar. 21. 





| 1662 to Julie, daus of Dr. Eleazer Parmely, bi Dee. §,¢cl835. 
| Tpeiz 7 e cren were Parmely, Laura, wife of Frederick §, 
Lee, Fre¢ c Mery ientague, wife of John French, Eliza- 
. beth, Ghrick, ichard. Ee attempted to return to his law 
| eractice 8: cisco, but 111 health prevented, and he 
i returned ‘¢@ in Woodstock, where he a few years 
| later yur “amous Harsh Estate, which he enl-rgec -~ 
q and inmro resembled one of the baronial estates 
: oF ha 7 
| Ree 7 
: "is intereck tn the Fortheorn Pacific was aroused by a trip to 
i the fer Vortmyest in 1866. Ee bought one of the orizinal 
| 1/12 inte the Company, and-for many years its affairs 
| elained kh: sion. He organized the Land Department, and 
| in shovine ¢ grant of lands received from Concress 
1 must De trode i eld settlers rather than prefits, he kept 
| the orice of land low and inaugurated an extensive compaign 
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“0 © results were highly gratifying, and the 
Jorthuest boomed unt 
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1 the nanie of 1873, when things were 

brevcht to a stan’still. He Gevised a plan of reorganization 

OF which the prost e Northern Pacific micht he set on its 

d che directors to accept his plen, secured 

: it, ané put it into effect, In May 1879, he 

sicent of the reorganized company. With the hard 
enc, he found money to begin construction of the 

=% from Sismarck, Dakota Territory, where the terminal 
ines ‘73, and eastward from the navigable waters 

of the Colwic River. The earnings of the Company grew, its 

>, “nc finally in 1880, Billings persuaded ea Simdi- 
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Billings - 73) — ss 


cate of bankers to purchase $140,000, 000 of its first mortgage 
bonds, enough to secure the completion of the Road. ‘This was 
regarded at the time as a financial triumph, and the Northern 
Pacific was described by a high authority as "the most inport- 
ant enterorise before the country, prosecuted by a single cor- 
poration, with a distinct purpose, and independent of entangl- 
ing alliances," However, "entangling alliances" were not eas- 
ily avoided. Henry Villard, president of the C. BR. &@ MN. R. Rey 
which opersted along the southern bank of the Columbia River, 
fearing the connetition of the advancing Northern Paci tie; 
sought an agreement with it, Finding Billings luevarn and 
hare to satisfy, Villard Getermined to secure for himself a 
voice in the Northern Pacifie affairs, The result was his fa- 
mous "blind pool," through which he was able to buy a large 
block of Northern. Pacific stock. Villard now exnected revre- 
sentation on a revised 4irectorate, but this Billines sought 
to forestall, A struggl> ensued, Billings at la-t capitulat- 


o-- 


-ed, and an agreement was reached. In September 1881 the pres- 


idency was turned over to Villard, and Billines, elthovch con- 
tinuing as a director, ceased to take an active part in the 
commany's menagement. The Road was completed uncer Villardts 
leadership, but the credit for making its completion possible 
helongs chiefly to Billinss, This interest and activity ex- 
plains hoy the town of Billingsy Montana happened to be named 
; (for him. 
In spite of ill health, Billings! fortune, now materially in- 
creased, commanded his attention. He was one of ta active 
promoters of the Nicaraguan Canal project. He devoted hin- 
self to philaxthropy, fincing ar outlet for his relicious 
zeal, He built a memorial chapel to his mother and father in 
connection with the Consregational Church of Woodstock, and 
rebuilt the church and parsonage. He also built a church in 
Billings, Montana. He purchased for the University of Ver- 
mont the valuable Ceorge P. Marsh collection of 12.00% valu- 
able boolsj and built and endowed at a cost of $25 ,C0O0 a li- 
brary building to hold them. He endowed a chair of Eyeiene 
Be Anherst Coliege in memory of his eldest son Parmely. To 
~sighnt L, Moody, he gave %50,000 tovards the endownent of a 
School for boys at Mt, Hermon in Memory of his son Bhrick, 
In addition to this he was a collector of fine art end art ob- 
jects, Personally he was of cormanding appearance, a force- 
ful public speaker, gifted with social graces, able to win 


friends for his numerous projects. While he was corsidered 


for several high offices, such as the presidency of the Univ- 
ersity of California, a cabinet post under Lincoln, something 
Seemed to prevent the consummation in each case, Sept. 20, 
1890, he lost his struggle with poor health which had menaced 
im for many years, a true loss to Vermont and to the nation, 
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Rillings - 


Mrs. Patterson has considered the Richerd:Biltines family be- 
eause One branch of this family came to Orleans Co., HN. Y., 
the Hext county to Monroe Co. where the demes Billings family 
settled. The tyvo families were related back in England, but 


‘fn Just whet generation has net heen céfinitely determined, | 


i, was in Hartford, 


I, Richard! Billings, b. Taunton,* Eng 
in 1661 where he 


S 
Conn. in 1640, removed to Hadley, Mags 
d. Mar, 13, 1679, m. Margery, who’. Dees 5, 1678 - 1 son 
II, Saruel, 6. Englend bef, 1640, d. Hatfield Feb, iy L676, 
_ 8. 2561 Sarah, dan. of Richard Pellowss she m. 2nd Oct. 9, 
1673 Saruel Belding, Jr. of Hatfield, ard d, Feb, Typryls,. 
Children: ‘Gamuel, b, Jan. 8, 1665; Ebenezer, b. Oct. 29, 
1669; Sorah, d. July 15, 1673 Richard, b. Apr. 7672s 
John, b. Oct. 11, 1674, slsin July 15, 1698; Sarah, b. 
Oct. 18, 1676, m. Sarmel Dickinson of Fa‘ field. 


III, Sarmel3, son of Saruel@, m, Ist Nov. 18, 1686 Hannah 
right, who d. Nov. 18, 1687, m. 2nc 169L-tHdow Rehecea 
Miller, and had by her Samuel who resided in Sunéerlend 
anc Hardwick; Sarah, b, Mar. 15, 1697, m. Jan. 16, 1704 | 
Dea, Samuel Emith of Sunderland; Jos2ph, b. Nov. Boy goo, 
m, Jan. 7, 1726 Elizabeth, widow ot Josenh Kellogz, resid- 
ed Hetfield, and d. a. 17533; Zechariah, b. Nov. 29, 1702, 
me Ruth Meekins and 4, 17713 Fenjamin, b. Jan, 18, 1705, 
m. Nov. 13, 1729 Mery, dau, of Joshua Hastings, resided 
Belchertown and a, 1732, 


IV, Zechariah", son of Sarmel13, *, Hatfield Pov. 29, 1702, 4d. 
Oct, 11, 1771, =. Ruth, dan. of John and Ruth (Selimap) 
Neekins, b. June 6, 1700, d. Dec. 18, 1781, 


V. Silas} son of Zechariah’, b. Nov. 13, 171, a. June 6, 
1808, settled at Somers, Conn., m. Nov. 25,5 1772 Miriam 
Dickimson, dau. of Moses and Ann Dickinson, b. iay 95 

—1746,°4, Feb. 11, 1836. | - 


wi. Josevh> son or Silas?, be £773 at Somers, Conn,, removed 
to Smyrna, Chenango Co., i. Y, where he d. May 18, 1847, 
m. Amanda Pomeroy, b. 1767, d. Sept. 1, 1851 (East Cen, 
Smyrna Villgae). Their children: Harlow, Amanda, m . 
Erastus Wood, Abel, Lauren, Joseph, Timothy, Pomeroy, d. 
-Dec. 20, 1828, sed 22 (East Cem. Smyrna Village. - Lauren, 
Joseph and Timothy rewoved to Orleans Cow, Josevh and Tim- 
othy in 1517. and Lauren in 1822. Joseph and. Lauren held 
office of Justice of the Peace, and Josevh was supervisor 
_ Of the town of Caines, and Lauren was a colonel in the. 
State Ppt 
VII ~ 1. Harlow?, son of Josenn®, b. a. 1795, m. Ist Anna, 
ad. duly. 5. 1642, aged 32 (Wilcox Cem. Smyrna Twp.), and 


end. =-—-~— =, ------- - Children: Susannah D. (1834 - 1896; 
Pomeroy T, (1840 ~ 1917; J. Harlow, d. lar. 7, 1854, aged 


years anc 9 months; Marys Elden and Ella F,, tvins. 
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Nery and Tilden went to Tecoma, Vash.; Ella F. m. Charles 
Wilcox and lived at Earlville, Sryrna TwDe, Chenango Co, 


VII - 4. Louren’, son of garer “8, De Tare on, tol, cs June 
28, 1267, om. Feri Ly 1623 Rexann ©, Rexford, 6. Apr. 25, 
1801, d. Mar. 11, 1900. Their chiléren: Karth=lo f., Dd. 
June 9, 1°26; Foneroy 0., b. Suc. 26, 1822: Loverns Dey be 
Mate 20 1631$ Lyman Dwight, >. Jan, ll, 1°33; Simeon h., 
ba Mari.17, 1635: Joserth Fs, 5. Novse 2, "1839, 


o g auren’, b ah 
y 14, 1900, m. Jen, 1, 1850 Catharine ™ 
826, d. Apr. 22, 103, ans had» 
me, Wilitam © ans. hac’ Inez, Cra 
ke (2) Fred K., by ers 2 oe 1 mi, f 
2 - (3) Custus Dwicht, b. May 26, 
m,. Sarcsh Bacon ané@ had Yertt- and Andre, 
Flizabeth. bs Apr. &, 1853,.ns ist &—-> 26, 1881 Henry 
armstro-...who @. Mar. 1, 1908, enc Vor. 12, 191 
Carter, issus Roy Armstrone. ts) John Louren, Zived Ken- 
Gall, Orleans pit m,. Isabel Chase sné had Carl Chase. 
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VIIT_ = 2. Penoroy 0.° UY Pillinges, son of feta: Db. fue. 2 
1825, me we 7, 1856 Harriett UM, Thonagon, WH Oe Ve 
21, i912 ang had Mam “va, Charles, George. 


liines, dan. of Lauren’, b. Fer..2 
1874, m. Norman A. Beecher, anc hat 
18, 1860, m, Ada Panogers Calvin D 


f 
lings, son of Lauren/, b. , 
te Ste, FPitnt, Hieh., um. Dec. 22, 


e 
on of Lauren’, bs. Mar. 
tie Gray, 2nd Nov. 17, 

a Hinesley, Simeon ree 
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ceived an acaderde ae tion, removed to Mich. ey 1°67, 
was 4 fare er in Richfield TUR ey Genesee Co,, Mich. He 


held various civie offices in 7. ¥. anc Hich.$ super TLsor 

of Riehfield Typ., County ee 2 of Genesee Co., Ronre- 
sentative from Genesee Co. 1975-6, Serator 9th a2 strict 

of Cenesce Co. 1879-80, 1581-2, tn 1871 his ferm was o- 
warded first premium by the Agricultursl] Soc., annointed 

R. R. Commissioner by Gov. “ich. Tis ehildren: (1) 
‘Bertha Helen, be. Auge 2, 1663, m. Edward D. Black and had 
Farry Billicss, b. Tov. 5, 1990, Simeon Hex! fords be Apres ; 
30, 1893, Farjory Te, db. July 14, “1896, RS) i , Geary. Be 
Her. 255 1°65, m. Anna Me call, G ) Sarr Ban be Tey 3 

33 137 

VIIT - 6, Josesh F.° Billings, son of Tauren”, %. Uev, 2, 

1239, d. Apr.. 16, 1986, m. Joseshine Eldridge, and hod 
C2) “atson gan’ be ae Xs sy iciae me Hay ae and ha 
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Billings - 76. 


(2) Verna Anna, b. Apr. 29, 1874, Frenk Steinmetz, and 


had Lura Josephine, b.: July 21, 1296. 


VII - 5. Josevh? Billings, son of Josenhy b. May 4, 17955 


. Shale 
aeons! Dec, 16,'1866,tm, oe 4%, 1818 Charlotte Drate, b. May 
O82 0 1 S01, a. Dec. "ol, 187 Children: Joseph Drake, b. 
Feb. 20, 18223 Tyron, b,. Far. 13, 1824; Clinton, b t 


>». FPebs 
28, 1827s Clara, ? i 6, 12303 Telen, b, June 6, 15333 
Harlow, b. Sep .21,018 365 conse. d. Dec. 18, 1855, ag 
b7; William Fy, b. Nov. 5; 18h; 


1822, Yelinda Shaw,-:ané had (1) George Te who m. 
Grace Redell an@ had Harlow, lived Delnhos, Kansas. (2) 
Lottie, mar a Stilson and hac Se Be DS Och. 3, 
1880, ofvtte Rochester Merald, Fochester, l.Y. (3) Cora, 
Im. yiian Latte en anc had Jay? dived Buftelo, iie Vs 


Q x “= 
VIII ~ 1. Joseph Drake’ Billings, son of Joseph7, b. Teb. 20, 
Be 


0." 


VIII — 2, Myron? Billines, son of Joseph’, Db. Mar. 13, 1824, 


m, Phoebe | Seman’, and had (1) Elis, 5. Robert Ashley and 
had several children; (2) Lary; (33 vigor i 

VIII - 3. Clinton® Billings, son of 408 Bobn7s, bA Reber 28521827, 
m. Esther Murdock, ond had (1) = lorence, wr, George Reed 
anc had ~urton; (2) Sans ford, m. "va Webster and had Web- 
ster, 2 ars . who n. Ally Ke? sey, a somy lived’ Kent, 8. ¥, 


VITI - 4, Clara® Biltines, den. of Josenh7, b. Oct. 6, 1930, 
- Hlijan Lattin end had Harry B,., m. Rose Baker and had 
Mabel, c,. young and Harry D., who m. Florence Clark and 
FE 1, (Willian. 
VIZ + 5, Welen® Billings, dau. of Joseph7, b. June 6, 1633, 
wm Lattin - no issue. 


fei 


VIIE - 6. Varlow” D1lin- ‘S$, son Of Josevh’7, b. Sevt. 1, 1836, 
m, Delia King, and had Anna, Drake Darvin, Clara, Sarah. 


VIII - 8, Le ae H,8 Billines, son of Josep” fer bi, Mar ts, 
1841, é. Mey 8,°1913, 2 Oct... 25," 1866 Sarah Everett, b. 
Sept. 22, 1245? and had (1) Helen, bd. Apr. 6, 1869, m 
Jan, 2%, "189 hawera ne Stout, 1:¥ed Indiananolis, Ind. 
(>) Myron Jey db. July 6, 1870, m. Jan. 31, 1895 Katherine 
Hart, b. May 9, 1871, lived Muton, Fe Y., had Katherine, 
(2) V41liam te, Dy Fab 27, 1880, m. Feb. 20, 1907 Virgin- 


fa M, Oscood, 4. June 8, 1888, lived 1272 Mein Street, 
Buffalo, N..Y., was an if, Dis; hed William H,. 3rd, b. Nov. 


8, 1908 and Rod: ert Osg 008, dD. A Ang. 23, 1912. 


Tote: In_this line ve have on 3h. DP andea.o Do ih the’ b 
of Bevaga hd Favard Ebonezers, who nm. Teste a Ch 
(Eévard?, Eiehardl), Sermel2, Richard!). For a connect 
oat the Sene Church family in th a Jgnes Dillinegs line, see 

» 46, vhere Anstin? soe Cackara®, Richard’, Rickaré 
Sarmei3. Beuapde Pich <a 
pheus?, Janes” 


Re 5 
-_ 
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One cescendrrt of Richard Billires of MVartford and Fedley dea 
serves special rention as develoning from a blacksmith to a 
meehanics? and firancial senious, in the person of Charicg 
Ethan Dillires of Hartford, Cenn, The first three cenera- 
tions whick ancly to this line sre.given on pe 7@, namely 
those of Richardl, Sarncl?, Sanuel3, From here his line 
Branec’es of7 .with U RESTS who was the eldest son of Seruct3 
Be Siactield “ov, 15, 1700, de there a, 17835 te dane 7,.1726 


Pliccbeth (cetetn) | Pelioct, aeu. 6?’ +homns-and 5S 


~~ te et te J 


=o 2 ct ind 
fg 2 aes heir ssn Josenh? 


thie 3 ai z 

fom of wanton. There is c 

havine lives at Virdsor, Yt 

Weathersficls, Vt. which is 4s 

son of Futes was Pthan T.7, ey 

Wes he wea a resident of he ro 

Weathersfield, =. Clarissa i',, dan. of Janes Marsh cf Rocking= 

hes, Vi. One af their chiléren vs- Cherlss Ethan, 

Charles Fthen®? Pillines, scc of Sthen Fy7, b. “Mindsor, Yt. 

Dee. Sy 1835, Ye was efuented in the publie schools until 

tne “seth of his rather in T5k&, In hie father's shea, the 

village hisekscith, he tad learned to "hlow and strike," In 

1€52 when ts vas 17, he became ancrentice 

Pobbirs & Levrence Co, of machiriets and 

at 50* ver Gay for the lst year, 954 the 

the jrd year, mother to hoard, icdge and 

om extense, In June 12°56 he went to Fa 

tered the emcloy of the Colt Arms Co, 38 

forsing dant. Mere he started efforts to ra) 

mer, in 10f2 h, Ser-ingten & Sens of Ile: “a Lay 2 

Powered to erect a nlent on his mm plans, which ineresss* 

the lahor efficiency 4,0CC% tn oer: fergine of pistol parts 

Saving the company 250,000 on ntracts, one of the first : 

great efforts of mass idee oF standard varts, avite an 

achievement for a youne man of 27, In LSE he returced to 

hartford as the superintendent of the manufacturing dept. of 

the Weed-Sewins Machine Co. Fere in 1857, he patented a new 

method of making shut reducing the cost by nore thsn +, 
fet e 


In 1°63 he ven 
gani god the For 


tusi-ess to Sertfors 


sor gan 

& Spencer Coe, maicin ro orgings a i. of “fe 
visited the Rise ne trie” ‘orks, and there sav 
oroving the penentatne bars, and in 3 weets prod 
Proved bar in cusntity, which he cold shin to the 
q° 2 rrectly reduced srice, at the same tine being 
a roved naTt es his company produces a myrisd 
wor Siectrical work ané drop forcing, which arn 
the. wOrlAa 32, my Sok eye Te # >$ £2 «ik | 
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Billings - 78 


nany in the worlds; it was incorporated in 1872, The plant has 
grown to enormous proportions, manufacturing parts from a 


falf ounce to 215 lbs., has established various selling agenc- 


jes which has t-ebled its ovtput. Charles invested in other. 
large organizations in which he held trusteeshins; he was a 
member of the Ist Conn. Reg. of Yational Guards, a 33rd degree 
mason, a member of the Fartford Congregational Church. Ee n.- 
Ist Jan. 5, 1857 Frances M, Heryood, dau. of Willism Heywood 
of Cornish, N. H.; she d, 1872, and he m. 2nd Sept. 9, 1874 
Eva C. Holt, dau. of L. H. Holt of Hartford. His children: 
(1) Charles H., b. July 13, 1861, d. in infancy; (2). Freder- 
per Charen. bse Uties, , V..Oet. 2b, lect: Gy) Marry £.5,0. 
Dec. 23, 1868, d. yours: () Nery B., b. Oct. 22, 1877, m, W41- 
liam B, Green;(5) Iucius H., b. June 26, 1879. ‘the sos have 
been brought up in thre business and take an active part in it. 
Frederick Church was edugsted, apprenticed, and affiliated 
with his ‘ather, vice president and superintendent in 1888, 
and then tcox on the heavier duties of management; he m. Mary 
E. Parker, dau. of Rev. Edwin Pond Parker and kad a dau. 
Frances, ‘“m. B. Green became m-nager of advertising in the 
Billings and Spencer Corp. A truly great contribution to Am- 
erican progress and werld relationships. . 


~ 


The three main and related branches of the Billings family - 
William, Roser, Richard - have spread so far, and many times 
to the same neighborhoods that is is becoming increasingly 


difficvlt keen them separated, 
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INDEX TO BILLINCS GENEALOGY 


A 
Abbe, Cant. Thomas 
Anbey, Eorace 
Fugh 


Minnie (Mosher) 


Nettie f 
Stella 
Ahrel, Daniel 
Datus 
Henrietta 
Henry 
John 


7 
Margaret A, po ae 
7 


Ruth 
Ackley, “illien 


Zoe Ade (e Cormick) 


fleock, Dr. Ceorge 
Alden, John 


Priscilla (Mullen) 


a 
2 
Ou 


13 
13 


Allen, Elizabeth (Sprague) 72 


Francis Olcott 
George \, 
Lemuel 


Mary (Billings) 


Silas, M.D. 


Roy 


Verna Elizabet 


23 


(Billings) 75 


Arnold, Benedict 27, 67 
Asheraft, Jedediah 21 
Mary (Fanning-Avery) 21 
Ashiey, Clara 76 
Ella ("illings) 76 
Mary 76 
Robert 76 
Ahterton, Major Le 
Atwater, Charles Ives 50 
Charles Leonard 50 
Clerence 50 
Clifford E, 50 
Dorence 50 

Earl Dickinson BO 

Eélen A, (Billines) LQ > 
Ida L. (Brott) 50 
Lewis T. 50 
2 _ Minnie (Dictinson)50 
Ruth MM, 50 
Stephen AS 50 
“Yawne +ves 50 
‘very, Elizabeth (Billings) 6 
James | 6 
Lydia (Geer-Saterlee) 64 
Mary (Fanning) 21 


Babcock, David 


Bagley, Col. Jonathan 


Baker, Joshua 


. Baldwin, 


B 

9 

Elihu 9 
Eunice (Billings)8,9 
Ezekiel 9 
Hannah (Coates) 22 
Jesse 8,9 
Joseoh 22 
Lois (Rillines) 9 
Nathaniel, Capt. 67 
Robert 9 
Sarah (Billings) 67 
Timothy 8, (2) 9 
$25 

Jane 16 


Jemima (Sillinges)7,8 
John 

John, Capt. 
Mary 
Rebecca 
Rebecea (Pillinss- 


4 
au, 38 
16 


Chesetrouch) 16 
Sarah 16 
Sylvester 16 
Theophilus 16 
Pallet, Amy Grace (Irwin) 49 
-@ Re 19 
Baragar, Carcline S, (Henry) 
60 
Fannah A, 
Felen (Van Mattern) 
' ‘ 17 
Fenry 2. 
Jacob nh 
John dle 
Martha (Lamoreeus ly 
Peter 3, We, bo 
Seth 60 
Walter Yh 
Willian Ye 
Barkley, Ammon ote 
Kate Sdele (Billines) 54 
Loverna D. (Billings) 7 
Barleson, Hepzitah (Bill- 
ines) 
Barn(s), Elizabeth (Fail- 
ing) 4 
George rs 
Linard . 
Bates, Erma (Billines) 6 
Otis 6 
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Billings Index —. 


Ada (Penoger) 
Calvin Dy 

Elbert L, : 
Lura (Panoger) 
Norman ee 

Capt, William’ 295 


Beecher, 


Belcher, 


Richard 
Samuel 
Samuel, Jr. 
Benton, Honry c. 


Belding, 


Pearl Hamilton (Leonard 


Bergnan, , Aiisust ? 


Mary Ethan Ge Esathdeyti 


Smith) 
Berriger, Tenry 
Henry, ore 


John 
Peter 
BIL VINGS NAS 
A 


Abby S. 

Abby (Sha) 

Abby (Shelcon) 
Abel 

Abigail 

Abigail (B-beoc':) 
Abieain (Denison) 
Ada 
Adeline B, 
Agatha 
Aenes é 
Aenes Alberta 
Aenes (Gilbert) 
fholieb 

Albert Merritt 
Alice 

Alma E,. (Moore) 
Alonzo D, 

Alonzo W, 
Alpheus 9, 22, 43, We, 45, 


Amanda (Pomeroy) 


2s es 5 
a, 


(Rrowm) 


68, 


Anelia 

Amos — 8, 9; 
Amos H, Sea 
& Snencer Co. 

‘ndré . 

éndrey 8, 


Dire, (Corp. ) 
Andrew (Mas. 35, 
‘neeline Knowlton (Crean) 
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» Anne (Raymond) 32 
~Appleton We, Dr. 64 
~ Aran Peter 8 
Archie ° 9° 
Asa sate 67 
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At lis) 70 
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Benjamin 7, (2) 8, 9, 10, 
(5) 22,703, (53 53, 37 
67, 74 
Benjamin (Set.) 27 
Bertha V. Kg 
Beth 55 
Bethia (Minor) 9 
Petty (Wielwire) 9 
Bonobel Valentine 54 
Bridget (Grant) it 
Burr 9 
1G 
Cain 31 
Caleb 36 
Calvin “F, 17 
Camilla 63 
Caroline R, 68 
Carrie FE, bot 
Carrte (c ray) {2 
Carrte(L-: a 
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Cathatire (urcock) ee 
Charies 9, 95 
Charles Clar': Jb, 4s 
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PEARY ce Narry 3 
Cnaries Jason 72 
Charles IL, 48 
- Charles Lewis 68, 70 
Charles I, 49, 50 
Charles R, 9 
Charles S, gr 
Charles Townsend "3, Wa, 47, 
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Charlotte (Drake) 76 
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Billings Index - 7 


Sarah Celestia 11 
Sarah (Giteebrouch-Geer) 23 
Sarah E. 62 
Sarah (Everett) 76 
Sarah (Fellows) 3, 7 
Sarah (Fitch) 29, 38, 56 
Saran (Keach) 31 
Sarah (J.arabee) 66 
Sarah (Rerkins-Stoddard) 8, 
13, 23 
Serah, 2d af 3 
Saran (Towne) bs 


Ssrah (Williams) 


Sarah ip uma bay 53, ze 53 
Seth W. 

Silas 

Simeon (Rexford) be 
Sophia Farvell . 72 
Soohia (Smeeds) 55 

Sophia (Yeatherbee) 67, 71,72 
S, Re, Dr. 6) 
Stephen 8 
Stepheny Ens.,. Set., Lt., 


Capt. bi 

Stephen J. op 

Stevk fen y IPs, EMS., Cant. % 

Stephen, 2d 

Susen (Rushe) 3 

Susannah D, 7: 
i 

Thaddeus © 25, 32 

Thankful 

Thankful (Denison) 

Thomas 

Thomas.C, 

Thomas de 1 

Thomas, Sir 

Tiddie (Wright) 6 

Timothy 

Tressa (Deering) 

Trieva Bernice 

Tristram ye 

Virzinia 

Virginia M, 


Nalter 40, 42, 52 (3). 539 Fs 
(2) 55, 55° 4 50, 60 
bow 1 33 


Webster 76 


- Richt : ee Ly 
(2) oes 26, of e OS 2 733° ce 
3 Bie? 6h 98. 


36, 43, Wh, 47 


(Osgood) ab 
W 


“William B, 68 


William C. Yd 
William, Capt. (2) 32, 66 
William Cifsk 61 

William, Clark Set., Lt., 25 
William Compton 62 


William de 1 
Willian G. 49 
William Cray 4 75 
William He. 76 
William E., Dr. 76 
William Ee, 3é 76 
William Hewitt  _ 49 
William J. 65 
Williem Noble 68 
William, Rev. 6, 66 
William Wallece 58 
Willis 535: 95 
Willis Grant 62, 63 
Willis Lloyd 62 
Wilson 
Winthrop 9 
Z 
Zachariah Ly. 
Z@ita Florin 
Zipporen 


B (continued) 
Black, Bertha Helen (Bill- 


ings)i75 
Edward D. 72. 
Harry Billings 75 
Marjorie Hs 75 
Simeon Rexford 75 
Blashfield, Borena A. 
| (Billings) 58 
| «Palmer 58 
a ‘Shubael 68 
oardman, Mary (Billi Pye) 6 
Fedyenge, Agnes (Eillings) 2 
Boone, Dan tel 
Born, George “5 
G&reg 5 
Hans Ls 
Jacob 5 
Linard 5 
Borner, George 45 
Braithvait, Edward 52 
Etta V. (He Cormick 
cm S~imson) 52 
Bramen, Exeerience (Siil- 
a ings) 42 
Jonathan ho 
Brawley, Daniel 68 


Luey Cornelia Robinson 
(Farnsvorth) 68 
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pillings Index - 8 


Bra Dorothy (Calvert) 68 

ie John (. - 68 

Breed, Ebenezer 95-37, 765 
John 


9, 37, 
Mary (Prentice) 9; 37, 09 
Bromley, Elisha 


Imke (2) é 

William ~ 6 

Brondyke, Inez (Me Cormick)52 
Robert 

Brooke, Dowsabel (Sillings) 1 

Willian 1 

Brown, Abicail (Rendall) 6 


\wemensanm CC, P. T. A. 


Henry) 60. 


Elizabeth (Randall) 5, 6 


Esther (Fanning). 22 
Gershom 22 
Eenry 60 
Humphrey (2) 22 
Jane (Raub) 
da. Baline 46 
- Jonathan 68 
Imeretia (Leffingvell— 
Billings) 29 
Iuey (a<+---- ) 68 
Mary (Fanning) 20,422 
Maney (Sillincs) 13) Yds 
Tabitha iioieeidee) 22 
Thomas 29 
Buell, Ada D. (Wood) 59 
Fred - 59. 
Winifred 59 
Burch, Penjamin 8 
Elizabeth 8 
Increase _ 8 
Isaiah a 5 
Jeremiah (2)<8 - 
Jonathan 8 
Joseph 5: 
Margaret (Billings) 8 
Martha 8 
Mary . 8 
Thomas 8 
Willian 8 
Butler, Henry, Jr. | 40, 41 


Calkins, Capt. Jonathan 27,30 
Calewell, Abi jah 57 
Addison 5? 

' Adeline Elizobeth (Bil-~ 
lings) 62 
Albert 57 


Calawelh; Alfred a7 


Anna 57. 
Anne (Mosher) 56,57 
Delilah 57 
* Jemima 57 
Rhoda 57 
Sylvester vd 
Comeron, Fred 7 
« e 17 
Mabel C.. (Leonard)4+7 
Maude B. (Leonard)47 
William J. 
Carnegie, Andrew 66 
Carter, William 
Verna Elizabeth (Bill- 

_ ines-Armstrong) 7a 
Carver, Col. 43 
Ceay, Lydia (Sillings- 

~~ Bromley) 5g16 

Mary 5,36 
Samuel 6 
Chandler, Hon, Oliver P. 72 


Chantrane, Marian (Raut) 46 
Chapman, Elizabeth (Palmer- 


Sloan) 15 


James, Capt. eit 
Mr. is 
Samuel, Cant. 25, 29 
Charles, Lydia trronley) 6 
Charles Til, King a 
Chesebrough, An> Stevenson)16 
Elisha (2) 16 

James 7 
Marv (Lord) te i 
Priscilla=(41¢444)- 


Rebecca (Palmer) 415} 14 


mite oS Ta 13 
Willian pete a 14, 16 
Church, ‘Alice AL: ed eee 


Alonzo:: ie Dy Be 
Austin 46, 54, 56 
Bess (Rockvel1) zt 


E. Harry 
Harry Rockwell By 
Mary Melinda (Billings) 
h6, ¥ 


Clark, Benjamin, Maj. 


Chester 
*Edith M. (Billings) 48 
| ' Lois (Babcock) 9 
Clift, Capt.. 0 
Cole, #lias 65 
Colt Arms Co. As 
*Clark, Earl S. 
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Billings Index - 9 


Colton, Thomas 7 
sagen C0. — ) 72 
Comstock, Abigail (=-==-) 10 
Anne (------- )° ae 
Bethia - 16 
Christopher 10° 
Daniel (2) 10 
Elizabeth 10 
Elizabeth ( -<s-o- ) 10 
Elizabeth (Prentice): 10 
Hannah (Pratt) 10 
Hope _ 10 
John So 10 
Kingsland - 10 
Mary 10 
Paltiah (Eléertcin) 10, 18 
Petience 10 
Samuel (2) 10 
Sarah 10 
Willian 10 
Zipporah “18 
Connan, Frances Irene 
(Smith ) 5s 


Joann Douglas 
Converse, Arthur 
Cora M. (Ranéal1)hé 


Edwin “6 
Geraldine LG 
Cooper, Albert 3, 5h, 
Lester Gray 24 
Lloyd = 
Minnie (Cray) oh. 
William Wenter 54. 

Cotton, Willian 2... 
Crorszeil, Oliver 13 
Culver, Ann (Ellis) 21 
Edvard 21. 

D 
Dana, Harold Ward, Drs 26 
Darling, Hary | (Hales) . 
Darrow, Chris Sopher, Capt. 29 
Delagarza, Margaret (syler~ 

Symonds) 6 
Raul 16 


Denison, Andrew, Capt. 2b, 30 
Ann (Borodel) ~ 
Anna faynchiat- vise) <}32 


Bridget BP eaesplee ag . 
- Eevard 

George, Capt, 15, 32 

John, Capt. 23, 2b. 

Joseph, Dea. 13 

Merey oe 8 

Robert, Maj. 23, 24, 25 


Denbeany Sarek (Chese- 
brougsh-Geer-Billings) 23 


Desmond, 16th Earl 17 
Thones, Earl 1? 
Des Pland, onetime Cavt. 59 


‘Margaret L. (Schuh) 24 
Dickinson, Ann 7 


Moses | 7 

Saruel 7 

Serah (Billincs)74 
Dimcch, Sarmel, Cavt. 23 
Douglas, Richard, Capt. WI 
Dunhan, =lijah 65 


Sally (Billings) 65 


Durkee, John, Maj. 23 


Duvall, Byrmira EB. (Me 
Cormick) 51 
Crawford 


51 
Helen 51 
William George C. 51 


William S, yi 
Dyer, Ephalet, Col. 25 
kr 2 ; 
Faton, Faith ae 48 
Horace, Gov. 72 
Myrtle B. (Kings- 
north) 43 
m + +f 
TOTaNO | oe 
wiiiare, Dr, & 
Edisen, Electric forks 26 
Edvard. IV. Xing. 1, 37 


Edvards,: Dorothy. (Bilin- 


C 
Eels 5 Cant Havely 28 
fertha (Billings) 9 
Elderkin, Abizail is 
sbi gated 2.25) 10753 Bs 
Anne — | if 
Beshia _ it 
Elizabeth: (Drake-Gay- _- 
Lord} Lx 
James . AF 
John © 16, 11 
John, Jr. il 
Joseph - 11 


Eldridge, Capt. Janes 27, 28, 


29, sae 31, 39 
Elizabeth, Queen 17 
Eilieg Richard 20 
Susannah eben 20 
Ely, Charles 52 
John, Col, 31. 39 

- Pearl Gy (PylIman) 52 
English, Ecevard 55 
Evelyn 5F 
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pillings Index - 10. 


lish, Frances (Gray) 
ae 4 Fred 


55 

aD 

Helen, 55 

Frwood, Elizabeth (Gray) 54 
Frances ou 
Freeland By: 

George (2) 5% 

Gladys ou 
Failing, Benjamin 45 
Fanning, Abigail 20 
Abigail (Wabcock) 22 

Anna 20 

Bethia 20 
Catherine 20 

Clement 17 yee 

Content 20 
Daughter, a 20 

David 20 

Devorah 20 

Deborah (Parke)20,21 

Eamund (2) 6, (2) "18, 

(2) 19, (2) 40, Bl 

Edwaré 18 
Elizabeth 20 
Blizabeth (vay). 20 

Ellen (----- ) 18, 19 

Esther (----) 21, 22 

Fear 20 


Frances (Ellis) 20 
iL 


Francis 8 
Freelove 20 
Gatliff 20 
Gilbert 20 
Hannah a, §2)e280 
Hannah (Keewin) 20 


Hannah (Pa 


Hannah (Sm 

Hopest oa 
Liot-Coate 

James 

Jonn 18, 1 


Jonathan 6, 


Katharine 
Margaret > 


rke) 19,20, 
21° 


ith) 20 
CeL= 

es) ~ 20 
19, (3) 20 
95 20, 


19, 20 


Margaret (Billings) 5, 6, 


Margaret (Culve 
Mary 

Nathan 

Patrick 
Phineas 


e} ee 
18, 19, 20 
enn 
17 
20 


Fanning, Richard 19, (3) 20 

Sally | 20 

Simon 18 
Thankful (Hinkley- 

Thomnson-Cheseorough )20 

Thomas 17, 18, 19, (+) 20, 


OL" 
William 6, (2) Lo >) 20, 
ry 
Zerviah : 4 


Farvell, Isaac, Capt. 
Fellows, Nettie E. Glood) 52 


Richard 352 
Walker J. 9 
Fenn, Amy =, (Hingsnorth) 48 
Prank i, 18 
Fergusson, Albert a 
Algernon 59 
Mary Ella (Billings) 68 
Melissa (Billings) 9 
Fields, Resticl. 9 

Chester ‘- 


Elmere (Billines- 
Willians) 49 
Finch, Grace (Rutherford) 46 
Orland 
Ursella — «46 
Fish, Hannah. (Palmer- 
Hewitt-Sterry) 12, 15 


John 12, 25 
Fitch, Adonijah, Capt. | ah. 
Anne (S Peete) 38 
Epenezer, Col. e) 
Eleazer, Col. 2 
Eloise ; 
Fred oh 
John . (2) 38 
Joseph 38 
Lydia (Bushnell) 38 
Lydia (Kellogg) 38 


Maude (Rockwell) 
Rebecca (Lindall) 38 


Samuel 38 

Theophilus eS 38 

Thomas 2) 38 
Flanders, Alida M, (Sill- : 

ings) 47! 

Anna ut 

Archie G. iy A) 

Arthur HE. 1.73 

Donald G. 7s 

Effie (Long) yA) 

Floyd H.. 47" 


Frank W7! 





om 
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‘Flanders, Ida May (Carver) 47! 
! J 
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Billings Index - 11 


ohn 17% 

John Arthur 4.71 

Leona I, Wt 

Lulu 47" 

Foot, Andrew T, 53 

Libbie cee 

Margaret (Billines) 53 

Forsyth, Tiannah (Comstock) 10 

Foster, Hannah (Sromley) 6 

Fowler, John — 7 
Mary Louise (Leonard- 

Rall) 47 

Fox, John 21 

Mary 2e 

Mary (Fanning) 21 

Samuel (2) 2” 


Fremont, John Charles, Cen.72 
French, John 
Mary Montague (Billings) 


72. 
Fuller, Caleb pia 
Elia Lozise (Me Cor- 
miek) 52 
Ellen Meria (Me Cor- 


mick) 5D}, 52 
Fo Cy ) Sy 
Milton Vy 


Gallon, Zenadan, sy aaa = 

Vathan, Col, 31 

Gallup, Bert 59 

Tda (ood) 59 

Calusha, Jonas, Gov, 67 

Cardiner, Georgéfitls:.-s} 60 

Gardner, Besse (Billings) 955 

, Kent. eas > 
Garrison, Csomodore Z. 

Geer, James, Cant. 64 

Sarah (Chesebrough) 64 

Gibbons, BinéénSavaze (Des 59 

Pland) 
oe, Philip 

Giffard, Reger | 2 

Gilbert, Stevhen 2 

Cillis, Anne 58 

3 Elizabeth 53 

James 58 

John 42, (2) 53 

Jane 58 

Mandel 58 

Mary 58 

Gorges 26 


oad 


x 


Grant, Beriah . 5 
Merey (Billirgs) 5, 6 
Gray, Bopogayal Biers)", Ze 
7 Eva -Az(Billings)53, | 
Galea 51. 
Gérdon 55 
Margaret (Plaat) 55 
Walter Se 
Crear, Cherles 75 
Clar!: 75 
Grace 75 
Inez Byes: = 95 
Mareia D. (Sillings)75 
William a5 
Green, Mary E. (Billines) 78 
William B. 78 
Greennan, Hlisa 36 
| Maney 36 
Phebe (Billings) 36 
Griffithgete_(ste 53 
Maude (Fudson) 53 
34 
Haight, Alan Philip- 62 
Leland 62 
Marjorie 0. (Hinch- 
| er) 62 
tis Richard 62 
Hakes, Anne (S5illings) 7 
Caleb 22 
Georze 7 
Jonathan 
‘yy. Solomon (2) 9 
Falloran, --+---- a 
Blanche (Billinzs) - 
Uarris, Frederick fe 
- Laverne “5 
Leila Belle (Tenney) 45 
Roy C. U5 
Hartley, Ross 53 
Sadie Adele (Billings) 58 
Haskins, Jean Lane (Minch- 
he er). 62 
Wallace, Jr. 62 
Hastings, Joshua Vis 
Henderson, Harold 46 
Loretta Arlene (Raub- 
T1iff) 46 
Hendrix» Blanche 53 
Clarence 53 
Claude 53 
Frances 53 
Harry 33 
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Billings iIn@éex = 32 


“le 


Hendrix, Jack 53 


James. 53 
- Leona 53 
Margaret (Billings-— 
Foot) 53 
Hendy, Hannah (ldertkin) 11 
Richard 1 
Fenry, Elizabeth G. (Cardi- 
dare ner) 60 
_ John . 60 > 
John G, 60 
John, Lt. 60 
Josephine (Merritt) 60 
Henry VI, King 7. 
Hetzler, "Barbara 59 
Florence (“Jood) 59 
John 597 
Hewitt, Ann (Pelmer) 13 


Anna (Breed) 13 
Benjamin 12, 13,1522 
Benjamin, rt, 3 gids "22 


Content 22 
Elkanah a3, 22 
Ephraim, Rev. 12 
Fannah (Palmer) 15,16 

Henry I35 22 
tsabel eo 12 
Israel 18, 22 
Joanna (Denison) 13 
Joseph 33, 22 


Lydia (Utley) ; 12 
Maria (Fannins) O. 88; 


Mary (Chesebrough) 13 
Persis (Cleveland) 12 


Heywood, William 78 
Hibbard, Rhoda (Billings) 67 
Samuel . SF 
Hilificker, Andrew 60 
Elmer A, 60 

Inez (eea) 60 

Hincher, Millard F. 62 
Nellie (Billings) 61 

Finkley, Austin 56, 
'-\ Benjamin 56 

*\ Elmira 56 
Gideon : 56 

Harriet 56 

Fenry 56 

John 56 

Marth a 56 


Vartha (Lathrop) 20 
Mary (Pabeoct) 9 
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- Reed, Burton 7%) - ; s 
Florence (Billings) 76 Sage, Comfort, Col. 28, 


George 76 Saterlee, Jonas 
Remington, E. & Sons 77 Lydia (Geer) 
Rice, ClaraH. 50 Savage, Elizabeth (Bill- 
tmma C, (Billines) 49, 50 | ings) 
Gertrude Lucille 50 Janes Carnezie 
Henry Clayton 50 Letitia Clay (ood) 
Isaac Perry 50 Seholz, Charles &. : 
Jennie (Johnson) 50 Faith A. (Billings) 
Ring, Eva (‘Yood) _ §9 Sehuh, Jnlivs Peul | 
Frank | 59 _ Vary Alberta (UMatie) 
Leona (Holbrook) 59 , (Savage) 42, 
Walter . §o - Schumacher, E. D. 
William. 59 Frances D. (Leonard) 
Ritzema, Cole 35 Seeley, Sylvester, Capt. 
Robbins & Lawrence Co, 77 Selden, E4za, Capt. 


Roberts, John 
Rockwell, Alfreda (Bill- 
ings) 


- Sammel, Col. 275 
Shaten, Harry A. 
Viola. (Wood): 2s} 
Shaw, Daniel 
Sherman, Isaac, Lt. Col. 
Ina Viola (Kenter) Wiliten, Capt. 
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MeoM. 54 Shipton, Edward 
zt 
By 
54 


Florence I. 


Marjorie Bess Blizabeth (Comstock) 
Sylvia L. (Healy) Shober, C. C. 

Willis Sill, David F.5 Maj. 

Winford Simmons, Bezer 


Winifred . By Laura (Billings) 

Rogers, Mary E. (ood) 59 Skinner, Calvin 
Willian. 3a Sarah (Billines) 

Roper Sporting Arms Co. 7 Sloan, Elizabeth (Palmer) 
Rosenwald, Julius 70 Thoras 
Roseman, Frank Billings 68 Smeeth, Arzella (Billings) ' 

George Ae 68 

George, Jr. oom See Clarence 

George 3d . 68 Edyth 

Margaret (Billings) 68 Smith, Adella (shite) 


Mary (Holmes-Nichols) 68 


: Asa Hartung 
Rossiter, Elnathan, Cant.. 22, 


Carrie Myrtag 


275 29 Daisy Elizabeth (Xil- 
Rouse, Amy (Billings Gh gore) 
_ William 67 Daniel 3 
Rowe, Josenvh E. ~ 56 Edson D, 
Mary (Mosher) 56 Ephrain 
Ruddock, Albert Billings 70 Prent . 
7 Charles Homer 70 Fannah (Tooker) 
Russell, Content (#ewitt) 13 John ‘ 
. Ebenezer, Rev. Ly. Joseon 
Rutherford, George “6 Farguerite 
Louis “6 Mary 
Mary M. (Rendall) “5 Mary Etta (Mc Cormich) 
Robert HS Yordeen V. 
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pillings Index - 1 


smith, Richard 20 


Sarmel, Dea. Ty 
Sarah (Sillings) 7 
Sarah Ann , 46 
- Thankful Do 
Thankful (Zillings) 7, 8 
Thomas 66 
Snyder, Clark Darius 59 
Claude George 59 
Cora (Billings) 58 

George Henry 


59 
Hazel L, (Darling) 59 

Somes, Ellen Maria (le cor- 
mick-Fuller) 51 

Iéa 2B, 

Morton B, 51 
Spalding, Simon, Capt. 31 
Spaulding, Ann (Billings) 2 


Jonathan 
Judith (Billings) 

- - Simon 8 
Spencer, C. M, 77 
Spicer, Abel, Capt, 22, GL 

Sikas .. 36 
Sprague, Otto S, A, Fe . 
Stackpole, --~----- 26 
Stafford, Thomas 5 
Stanton, Porothy (Lord) Ly 

Thonas ¥5 
Stanvard, Edwar¢ 48 
Myrtle 3. (Kingsnorth) 43 
Richard 
Starr, Josiah, Col, 39, 41 
Stebbins, Robecea (Comstock) 
10 
Steinmetz, Feents: 96 
Lura Josephine 76. 
Verna Anne (Billings) 76 
Stephenson, Aleen L. 62 
tmz D, (3 Billings) 62 
Clarence Je 62 
Clarence W, 62 
vames FH, ee 
Risus Tpics - eo 62 
Wilbur HE. 62 
Sterling, Lord ee 


Sterry, Hannan (Palmer- 
Hewitt) 6, 12, 15 


Hannah (Rose) 13 
Mehitable (Starkweather) 
13 
Roger 6,12, = 
4 Saruel | 13, ze 
Stevens, Fector L. 65 


Te 
Stillson, Cora 53 
Earle. 53 
Mabel . 53 
Maria (Biliites):: 53, 55° 
Nathan 3 
Samuel E, 933 FD * 
Stilson, Charles 76 
‘Lottie Geahiines) 75 
Stimson, Etta V. 50, Se 
' Hawley 52 
Stoddard, Robert 8, 23 


Stoughton, -Sargiel, Capt. ; rae] 


Stout, Edward Es 76 
Helen (Pillines) 76 
Strickland, Thomas uy 4 
Zipporak (Billines) 7 
Strong, Mary (Hewitt) 12 
Thomas 12 

Stuart, eee a 8 


Elizabeth (111 {Hes Wee 
Svan, Anne (Sette) 8g 


Swanson, Georgia Howe (Kil- 
gore) 46 
Guy ~ 6 
Kelvin T, - 46 
Svartout, “7obus, Col. 36 
Swift, Ferner, Col. Ba 
Jireh a 
pees Cherles 6 
James LE 
| jerry 7, 46 
John 16 
June 46 
T 
Tahoney, Alto D. (Sillings)48 
tence (O'lalley) 
James”, 
John R. 48 
Talley, -------~ 21 


. Thankful (Fanning 
Martyn) 21 
taylor, Hannah Iva 48, 


Lynden B,. 
Margaret: “8 
Philander 48 
Tennant, Frank A. é2 
Jonn S. 61 
Josevhine (Sutton)61 
Mary Jane (B1I1ines) 61 
Moses Sheldon 61 
ees Sheldon 61 
filliam MM. 61 


Tenney, Clyde Murray a) 
Ella Cecelia (Randall) 45 
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Billings Index - 19 


Tenney, Henry Laverne 5 
Nelson 15 

Ruby Me (atkins) 45 
William Jefferson 45 

TROMAS y Rice. 26 
Thorn, Mary (Sillines) 65 
Phoebe (Billings) 65 
Stephen 65 
William 65 
Tinker, Ire 10 
Tompl:ins, Charles 5 
Emma FY, (Randall) U5 
Forest . Le 

Matthew 5 

Tracy, Marcy (Billings) 67 
. Orin, Rev. 67 
Tucker, Lorenzo pil 


Marian Somes (Fuller) 51 
Turk, Harriet (Mitchell) 59 


Samuel Porter 57 
Turney, Alonzo — 57 
‘Burr ys 

Hattie ‘57 


Mehetabel E. (Meche 
erdr56, 57 


Minerva 57 


tyler, John, pani 2f_ 29 

Van Cortlard, Col. 35 
Vanderhill, =lla Estelle 

(Mey Coretc):) 92 

Gerrisht «. 52 

Herold 52 

Nellie 2 

Vandevater, Je 3 


Van Kleek, _Laurence, Drs. 3a 


Van Pelt, Frances (Fanning)20 
Tinothy (2) 20 

Veeder, George “7 
Venrs, Clauss Orro 62 
Herman F,. 62 
Sarah Effie (Billinss) 62 
Villard, Henry 73 
Vineent, Charlés E. 
-Fanny (Mosher) is 

Harry E. 57 

Hester A. ee ae 

Homer. 5 

Laura HM, 57 

Leland B s. 57 
Vogelsang, Anelia 55 
Arthur 55 

Gray 55 

Helen (Gray) 55 


Phelps 55 
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Vadsworth, Aura L. (Bill- 
ings) fe 
Ch-ries 49 
. James Dee r4 
James, Brig. Gen.27,2. .32 
Walbridge, Hleazer "67: 
Olive (Billings) 67 
Ward, nudes TrEte Cols 2k. 

Were, Mbiat  (thiting- 

Sueeting) 6 
Me John 12 
Washington, George, Cen.33, Pe 


Waugh, Justin tiner 
Harriet R. (ood) z 


Nettie 
Wally 59 
Webb, Charles, Col. U5 
Jomes 57 


Jerrima (Mosher) 
Weed Sewing Machine Co, 
“Weleh, Lester _ 


Wells, Col, 31 
Wentworth, Gov. : 77 
Wesenhan, Robert — 7 
Wetherbe, Jason 72 
Sophia (Farwell) 72. 
Wheeler, Isaac 33 
Thomas, Capt. 27, 31 
zacheus, Capt. ou 
White, Beatrice 
Elijah A. 5h, 
ea z 
Ma 
Neil 54. 
Perry | 5. 
Susan H., (Billings)53, 5% 
Wilson 5h, 
whiting, John (2) : 
Mary (Billings) ae 
‘Nathan, Col. 
Nathaniel (2) 2 
Wilcox, Charles yo 
Dora Rivers (Leonard) 47 


Ella F, (Billines) M+, 75 
Frank . 
Mary (Randall) sr 
oe Betty 
; George 
Keith Church 
lillie Belle (Church) 
Meury (------- 
William the Conqueror 
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Billings Index - 20 


Williams, Rena jah (2) ) a 
2 


Bertie L. 
Deborah (Parke- 
Fanning) 21 


Desire 21 

Ebenezer 8 

Elmere (Billings) 47', 49 

Floyd L. 9 

Frank C, ho 

George . 1.9 

Jabez 21 

“Sou, Capt. 21, 31 

Josenvh 21 

Mertha (wheeler) 21 

Mary 8 

Prucence ad. 

Williamson, John A. 61 

Lotti (Tennant) 61 
Wilson, Frances 2 

Grace ie is 

Hattie (udson) 53 

John 53 

Lloyd 53 

Winter, John 26 

Winthrop, John Jr., Gov. ll, : 
q 

Wood, Abbie (Nesbit) ” 59 

A. D. 59 

E aiitce 59 

Altha M. 59 

Amanda (Billines yin 

Ann Eliza (Billines)59,60 

Anna>del 59 

Armina C, 60 

- Augusta (Cotter) 59 

Benjamin 60 

Bertie - - 60 

Resste (Prenholt) 60 

Brenholt - 60 

Dean T. 59 

Dexter 60 

Ellen M, (Tyler) 60 

‘Nilmer 60 

Elmer EH. . 59,60 

“Elvira 60 

Enos S. 9 

Erastus . . 7, 

Even HB. 59 

Fanny (Gould) 59 

Florence (Tracy) 59 

Franklin 9 

\ Gertrude (Collins) 60 

Harriet P. 9 


Horatio FH. 55, 60 
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Scamutt 


Linnie (Barnes) 
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‘ : Camis eit 
Earliest plat of Block Island. 3 
From original manuscript in the Rhode Island Historical Society Library 
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Note: This island has had the va>ious nam-s of Manisses, 
Claudia, Block Island, New Shoreham. The Dutch navigator 
Adrian Block visited the island in 1614 and from then on the 
Dutch maps gave it the name of "Block Eyland". The English 
ealled their first settlement there in 1660 New Shorehan af- 
ter a settlement south of Eoston called Shoreham. During 
the Pequot War the Indians of this island were attacked by a 
raiding expedition from Boston end from then on the island 
was claimed by the government of Boston and was a part of 
Suffolk County, but was ceded to Rhode Island in 1663. This 
plat is an exact reproduction of the original continuous set- 
tlement in 1660 except that the key letters, which were too 
small to be read, have been replaced by numbers, 


1. Eno 5/(Eais) 35. Wno 4} -4 FB, Williams 
2, Gno 5 (Glover) 36. Vno & - 3 Ed. Vorse 
. Vno 5 (VYose) 3 Wwno 4% - 2 Phillip Warton 
e: YW .no 5"(Sharton or 38. Rno + ~ 1 Simon Ray 
5. Wno 5 (Welham) On the northeast side begin- 
6. & 20 5 (A stands for Al- ning from "Cow Cove" 
_cock, for Winslow and 39. no 2 (17 Simon Ray 
Rose, and for Sands) _ (16 Peter George 
2. R no 5 (Ray) 40. Mono 2 - 15 Minister's 
+ homas faxon (lot 
9, mr ellcoke his first hi, Ano 2 - 14 John Alcock 
10. mr bellincan | 42, Wro 2 - 13 Hugh Willians 
ll. tie minestors - ie Ano 2 - 12 James Sanés 
2. goodman voss 4+. T no 2 = 10 & 11 Thomas 
13. simon ray (Terry 
1h, simon ray | 45. W.no 2 - 8 Phillin Warton 
15. mr alleoke his second 46. G no 2 ~ 9 John Glover 
18, thomas terry (Faxon 
19, mr alleock his third — 49. Vno 2 - 4 Edward Vose 
20, william allis and John Rathbun 
el. mr whorten = 50. Ano 2 - 3 Natheniel Win- 
22, samuell dering | slow and Tormud Rose 
23. mr glover 51. Dno 2 = 2 Samel Deering 
%. £ no 5 faxon : 52. B no 2 = 1 Richard Dilingam 
Readoyw lots on coweneck The small lot on the bay 
25. Gno & - 1I J. Glover The west Givision beginning 
te Ano} - 13 J. Alcock at Charleston and compre- — 
27. Mno & ~ 1b minesters | hending the west and south 
28. Ano & — 15 Winslow part of the island 
| and Rose 53 F no 3 = 1 & 2 Thomas Faxon 
29. Ano 4 ~ 16 James Sands 5+. Ano 3 - 3 Nathaniel Win- 
30. Eno 4+ ~ 12 BR, fells slow and Torzud Rose 
31. Fno 4-9 2107. Faxon 292 Tno 3 - 4 & 5 Thomas Terry 
32. Tnok - 7&8 9 Terry 56. W no 3 - 6 Phillip Warton 
_ Bno + - 6 3ilingam « Ano 3 - 7 John Alcocl 
3 e Dno 4 os 5 Ss, Deering 5 « KR Ro 3 - A & 9 Peter George 
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pURLIC PAPERS OF GEFORCE CLINTON, FIRST GOVERNOR OF NEW YORK 
Volume II, Pege 677, Number 1019 : 
Andrew Billings Indulges in Feonomical Suggestion 


p'r Goviner, 


Py this you will see wat a wildgoos Chase ny brother and me 
neve hads Last Satterday week I sent 2 messenger to my broth- 
er: before the messenger arived he came off for Poushkeepsie 
and in the meantime I set off for Hertford; we all missed of 
each other but yesterday all met here. Expect my suit will 
come on this vee if nothing hapens snd next wee to be at 
home. The Genl. Assembly cf this State are alleramed at the 
wey of taxation and e plan for Every Inhabiten to Lend into. 
the tressury a Surtain Sum of mony and teke notes on intrusts 
meentime a Committee to be anpointe? to Lover and State the 
price of the vrocuce of the Conterys this is thought a very 
Ecuitable and Surtain way of Establishing the Credit of ovr 
monv. This State are wishing for ovr State to fall on Som 
Spesdy rethod of Like nature. We had brought in town Last 
Satterday Evening a nomber of Prisoners taken at Westchester 
county among which was the noted Barnes who burn Terrytovn. 
No mies from the Eastward of any consequence. I have the Hon- 
our to be with the greatiest Respect 


your Exelencyes most ohed't very Yumdle Serv't 
And'w Billinss 
Hartford Janr. 14, 1778, 


To Fis Exelency Ge'l Clinton Escr. 
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JOHN HENRY BILLINGS 
te life of John Yenry/ Billings (James®, James?, James, » 
James3, Hbenezer-, William!) is colorful enough to be a story 
in itself. Born Dec, 22, 1811 in Coeymans Twp. of Albany Co., 
Ne. Ye, removed with his family when about 4 years of age ts 
Clarkson Tyo. of Monroe Co., N. Y., where he m. Dec. 30, 1°30 
Mary Pareagar, one of the three deus, of Peter and Helen (Ven 
Natten) Baragar, who married three Billings brothers. In 
1837 after three children had been born to him, John in com- 
pany with Cyrus A. Coles, brought his young family to Allegan 
village. He bought a portion of the tract which Coles had 
previously taken up from the government in Section 3 of Ganges 
Two., and in 1838 attempted to clear a piece of it anc erect 
a log cabin, but when he did not get it finished before win- 
ter, anc so Harrison Hutchins who was a bachelor living elone 
in his one-room cabin in Section 1 of Ganges, took him anc 
his wife snd now five children (the twins John Darius end Jon- 
athen Hozias vere born May 26, 1838), also Coles, his father 
Bavid Hntchins, a relative David Ha ii and his sister lrs. 
Sontie Stilison an? her two children - 14 people in all liv- 
ing in the one room from December 1835 to Februcry 1639, when 
John Billings finally finished his cabin and moved ngghena a 
; in. 


ght the 


A wolf story is tole stovt John at this time. One nis 

wolves were heard lapping and snarling at the hog trough just 
outsize of the cabin, and John became so enraged at their 
noise thet ne opened the door and aimed his gun at the noisy 
group, wounding one. of the wolves. The Goss worried it abort 
until daybreak, when John was 2ble to shoot to kill. For 
this he was given a %5.00 bounty from the County ané an “8.00 
fron the State for killing a wolf Nov. 8, 1638.: Alletter 
written by John to his brother-in-law, J>mes Re biewn ser New 
June, Wiagara Co., N. Y., cated Mar. ?; 1829, reacs in part 
"T pouchs 68 a. of S. Cole for *280.° Ihave built @ house on 
it, and moved in tyo weeks ago, *tt***eeeess Futehins moved 
onto his lot by McCormick. “/adsvorth has moved onto his Lot 
on the cast sice of Cole's. “heat is 9 shillings, Corn 6, 
potatoes +, and oats 4 shillings a bushel at Allegan, ******* 
They have built a flovring mill at Allegan, and it is about 
ready to run, ********** Tt is as hard times for money as it 
Was when you vere here ********* The twins grown vell, but 
they cannot stend alone yet. We call them Johz Darius and 


re 


Jonathan Hozias." This letter was in the possession of John 


‘Darius and was much longer, but this is all that was reported 


from it, At this time another brother-in-lsv, James Ie Cor- 
mick was the only settler in Manlius Twp., S$. Ww. corner on 


Sec, 71, cornering on the proserty of Harrison Hutehins in- 
the H. w. corner of Ganges Tm. on Sec. 1. SBetyeen this and 
South Haven were only James “. Wadsworth, John Henry Fillincs, 
Cyeas A; Coles, tay Ain bak E nas eiart 


va ee Peas es aD ie ee Se 


aM ANGa fag Rite eS Sits oe, afer es: 
John removed in 1541 to See. 21 in Manlius, 


an * > 
gi O - : : . * 7 + : 
the sare one on Which his sister and brother-in-leyv the tie 
Cormick's lived. ‘Shortly after this move a grievous calanity 
Pefreil thas family. - 
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O2 July 25, 1841, John Billings, his wife (Mary Loer-gar) and 
gix children, Mrs. ke Laughlin, wife of the shin-builder and 


her child, R. A, Me Donald, and an Irishman (name un’mown), 
12 persons in all were passing up the Kalamazoo River from 
"The Flats" (Seugatuck) in an open sail boat to visit the 
Mann and Meeker families, when the boat accidentally hit a 
snag and capsized, and five of the twelve nersons were drowm- 
ed - Mrs. Billines, James Aw, 9 years old, Hannah 1, 

years old, Mary Slizabeth, 1 year oid, and Mrs. Me Laughlin 
and her child, John strove valiantly to save his small fani- 


' anc was ale to get the twins Jonathan and Darius anc Pete 
y 


er out. The three remainirs children were careé for by an In- 
dian voman until John marricd Miranda (Clark) Leonard Jan. 23, 
1842.' Another Apa Grouning occurred when Jonathan igeias, 
onc. of -the: twins thatiuas~” saved in the other tra sedy, cross- 
ing Hutehins Take to make a shortcut home fell through thin 
ice and was droewmed. fe had been cautioned against a is a bnG 

; like had to be edvanturous, and though he struggled to 
save hinself, he was unable to do so. 


John ol various civic offices.- From the time when i Avr. 
4, 1842 she with six other voters. of Rewark, as the whole of 
western ilegan Co. was catied at that sine, went to tow ~« 
meeting on snow shoes, he held some office or other. He was 
supervisor of Vanlins 1843, 1845-6, 1854, town clerk 1845-6, 
treasurer 1Eh9 1853, Justice of the Peace 1849, 1853, Coro- 
ner 1845, 1551. - “hen a Methodist class was organized in west- 
ern AlLegan Co. by Rev. Curtis “osher in 1850, the meetings 
were held every other Sundav in the Billings Schoolhouse on 


4 


the Manlius-Clycde line. John Billings end his wife were mem- 
bere : (bers. 
John i Billines mist have been a very colorful figure. He is 
aeseriben as & large end musculer man One amusins story 


shat is tokd of hin is of-a July 4th celebration thet was 
held at the "Woods" on Ceorge Veeder's place in 1849. Hrs, 
Laura Hutchins was asked tc furnish the bread for the occa- 
Sion, which she cid by bat-ing a milk pan full of salt rising 
breac. When it came time to eat John Billings for the amuse- 
lent of the small bovs lec the procession tooting on an cid 
fife. Another amusing story that was told of him was when he 
and John Gidley were to unload a scow load of flour for a 
Schooner. The captain tolc them to throy it up, which they 
did so vigorously that the vessel's crew could not stow if 
away as fast as they threy, and the crew called down for the 
two John's to stop until they could catch up. John carried 
the mail in those early days on horseback from Aliegan to 
Sinzapvore, a village onnosite, Saugatuck which vas very ite oso 
perous in the lumbering era, but now only reepgnizaple oy a 
Sy roofs emerging above the sand, and from Uae t be 
Pier Cove and Plummerville to Sovth Haven. In 1 852 he re- 
Moved to Saneatuck and from that time on drove the stagecoach 
fron Saugatue': to South Eaven, his pseudonym being MEnicht or 
the Whip." This occupation continucd until his @eath OP a, 
1674. 
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BIOGRAPHY OF JAMS P, MC CORMICE 
James P, Me Cormick was the elde-t in a femily of 11 children, 
A Canadian by birth, he was b. Feb, 7, 1806. His father, 
Nathaniel Me Cormick, 2 native of Selfast, Ireland, emigreted 
to the hospitable shores of America at en early age, and sett 
tled in the State of Pennsylvania. Fe subsequently removed 
to Sanada, where he married Miss Elinor Campbell, a lady of 
Scottish cescont, -Yhen Janes wes a snall boy his sarents re- 
moved to the town of Porter, Niagara Co., ti. Yo, where he : 
spent his early life under the shadow of the paternal roof, 
After he came to menhood's estate he Givided his time for tuo 
years between Ulster and Dutchess Counties, after which he 
went to Canada and was employed at carnenter's work, building 
locks on the Yelland Canal, Returnins to the scenes of his 
former home, he purchased a farm, and at the age .of 26 chose | 
for a wife Hiss Maria Billines, whos b, Mar, 25, 1816 near 
Albany, es were also her parents. The latter subseauently ree 
moved to Meonrae County, where is located the family burial 
place, In 1835 Jares Cisnosed of his eastern home, and with 
his family, erigreted to the then far “est, locating in Miche 
igan, where efter several charges of location, he settled un- 
on the splendid ferm he now ececupies, (1890) It was then a - 
dense forest, wnbrolten by the woodman's axe, and the tall hen- 
locks marked the snot where now stands his beautiful resi- 
dence, Ee Cormick possessed, however, the reauisite enersy 
to carve a hone ent of the wilcéernesss; this, combined with 
his indomitable will, has worked the transformation, 


started peach growing, wich after a precarious existence, 
developed into a hug 
all over southvesterr Michigan, le Cormick had his own ship- 
ping point on the “slamazoo River abovt four miles uo fron 
the mouth at Seugatuck, e-lled Maci:'s Landing, but after the 
Ccming of the railroads in the 70's, river traffic gradually 
Ceclined, In 1880 Me Cormick shinpned to Chicago 11,000 bas- 
kets of psaches produced from his own orchard, Besides this 
he had = large crop of apples and a bountiful harvest of 

; (grain, 
Mr, Me Cormick (unlite his son James W, McCormick who held 
Many offices in Townshin, County and State elections) was not 
much interested in polities, Ee was overseer of Highways for 
Manlins Abr, 1, 1839 when there were only 10 voters, ard his 
efforts would be valuable in contructing roads. “hen the lst 
Circuit Court was held in Ailegan, the 3rd in Mich. when he : 
Was. Sid11 bivias-in the village of Altecan, he was on petit 


Ee and his near neishbor on the sovthvest, Harrison Hutchins, 
i 


Ey 
e and prosperous industry spreading out 
n ‘e 


1863. Sent. 30, 1871 he was elected vice president of the 
Saucatuck and Gangses Pomological Socisty. Fe usu2lly voted 
first the ‘hig ticket and then the Recublican, although he 
‘protested that he voted for the man rather than for the perty. 
Though not » man of strong religious fervor, He Cormick 4s 
anclined to the belief of the Spiritualists. 


DESCENT OF WILLIAM BILLINGS FROM THE MACNA CHARTA SURETY 
SAYRE DS QUIN Bs 


in Sayre de quincy of Suckby, Northamptonshire, oce. 115 58 - 
1170, =. Matilde de-St, its (7). “Histeen 


2. Robert de Quincy, sec. c. 1163 - 1200 (¢ 
Ofabilis, da f Nes, widow of Gile 


rusader 1191), n. 
z 2. = 

L cl SG 

Mar, end “Ey; who m. 2nd Velter de Berkel 


ei 
¥e Sor by Ist 


~\3. Savre de geiney of Colne, County of Essex, oc 
1219, created “arl of inchester 1207, m. Mar 
of Robert cde Belmont, Earl o pis eae and hi 
ronella de Grautmessil ( a descendant of ' Charl 


p * 


(4 pe son 
L, Robert ce Quin ney of Colne, cd. 1259 in tournament at Blie, 
Te Felen,; dau. of. Llewelyn t he Great, prince of north 
Wales, a "rela: ‘ive of John, Sant of Chester; she d. 1287, 
widow of John Scot. Earl of Eymtingdon, Thei : eS 


5, tls Cy 2268 as his 2nd wife 
Baldwin (ee : + 1264, dy 1262, Hevwas sen of 
Bugh de Valce, Lord of Chesterfield, Derbysn dre, Deeping, 
Bourne, ete., Lincolnshire, Ue =i lst Ela Ge Deaucheanns, 
“te (Their daughter 
6. Eleanor Wake, m. Sir Seyton rnight, son and heir of 
2 fe Alice de Kaidvell, living 


oO 


d 


“SJ 

op) 

a. pte 
~~ 


r Hicholas Seyton, Knight, Lord of Maidwell, ete. North. 
mPSe, M. Susan, cau. of Sir John Verdon. Their son and 
(heir 
8. Sir John Seyton, living 10th to 20th of Edward III, n. 
Ist 1 Driget, dau. of Lord Bassett, 2nd ZToane, dau, of =--- 
Raynor, “Their son 


9. Sir John ao eV EON, Knisht, d. Jerusalem, 1396, m. Joane, 
Cau. of Sir John Leneville. Their dauchter 

10, Elizabeth Seyton, ¢ead 10th of Henry IV, m. as 2nd wife, 
not later than 1399 Roser Giffard of Tuyforé, Buckinghan- 
shire, Esq., b. a. 1367, ad, Apr. 14, 1409, He m. 1st 
Joan de Rereford, July 6, 1383, who d. s. p., and 3rd not 
later then 1407 tsabel ce Stretville of Cheslow: she mn. 
end John Stokes 12th of Henry IV (1411). Their daughter 


ll, Yatherine Cifford,.ob. Mer. 3, 1479, m. as 2nd wife Sir 
Thomas Billines, might, son and heir of John eee of 
Rowell, Lord Chiet Justice 
eh OF May, 1:31, Ee ry 2n nd Mary, oe ae and heiress Of 

Sgeoton eign of Coving gton, County Bucks., who.ob,. Nar, 
1, 1499. She ms 2nd? im, Cotton of Covington, sna ira 
Thomas La acy ee Crauc chester, near Cambridge, "Sq. Their 

son 
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Nicholas Billing, 5th son, of Middleton Malzor in North- 
amuse, Gd. 1512, m. Agnes, dau. of Stephen Gilbert. Their 

=| ? oe : (son 
Jonn Billing, 4th son, d. 1526, m, ------+-«=-, His son. 


Willien Billing of Middleton Malzor, eldest son, ¢. 1557, 
m,. Joan -------, Their son \ 


h, County 


Reser Billing, 2nd son, removed to’ Baltonsboroug 
Sonerset, bur. Dec, 16, 1596, m. lst Katherine, b. Feb. ~ 
(12, 1566/7. Their son 


Richard tilling, the Elder, removed to Taunton. ‘411 dat- 
ed 1604, m. Elizabeth, Gau. of Ebenezer Strong. Their son 


William Silling, youngest son, of Deanes in Taunton, Will 


dated 1659, m, —------=--.~2 ay ee. Son 


illiam Billing, b. a. 1628 at Taunton, d. Mar. 16, 1713, 


enigrated to America, m. at Dorchester, Mass. Feb, 12 
1657/8 Va who d, bet, 1713 and 1718 
Y sally en ae ae 3 Wi 10 a ® pe se 1713 anc 1718 e 
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DESCENT O: WILLIAM BILLINGS FROM THE MAGNA CHARTA SURETY 
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WILLIAM DE HUNTINGFIELD 
Roger de Huntingfield, of County Suffolk, under-tenant of 
Robert Malet. His son i 


. 


William de Euntingfield, d. 1155, and his wife Sibyl 1189, 
| ae _ (Their son 
Sir Roger’te Funtinefield, m. Alice Senlis, ¢. 1204, leav- 

; (ing son 








tingfield, d. on or bef. July BO, [257 , the 

end Joan, dau. of wn, de Nobrugg, who d. bef. Sent. 79 
(1297. Their son 

Sir Villiam de Huntingfield of Huntinsfield ana Mencham, 
Suffolk, b. Aug. 24, 1237, &. bef. Nov. 2, 1290, m, ist c. 
1256 Erma Grey, who d. 1254, dau. of Sir John de Cray of 
Shirland, Derby and his lst wife Emma, dau. of John Goef- 
frey de Glanville. Their son 


Sir Roger de Huntingfield, b. c. 1257, @. bef. Dec, ey oes 
1302, m. 1277 Joyce, dau. of Sir John d'Engaine of Laxton 
in Northemptorshire, whose wife was Jocn, dau. and hetr- 
ess of Gilbert de Greinville; she may have d. 1312. “seir 
: ; - (daughter 
Joan de Euntingfield, b. aft. Lage Beue wae Richard, 
Lord Rasset of Creat Weldon, Noythamntonshire, son of 
Ralph Basset and his wife Aliancra, dau. of Henry Wade; 
she cd. bef, Oct. 18, 1314. Their daugtiter 


Bridget Basset, b. c. 1305, d. c. 1335, m. c. 1330 Sir 
John Seyton of Seyton and Maidwell in Northamps. as his 
first wife. Their son ; 


. Sir John Seyton, b. c. 1330, d. 1396, me bef. 1360 Joane 


Longueville, b. ec. 1335, dau. of John Longueville of Lit- 
tle Filling, Northemps. and his wife Julian (Ferrers ?). 

(Their daughter 
Elizabeth Seyton, b. ce. 1275, d._c. 1405, m. as 2nd wife 
Roger Giffard, Esq. of Twyford, Buckinghamshire, not lat- 
er than 1399. Their daughter 


Katherine Gifford, m. as 2nd wife Sir Thomas Billing; sen 

and heir of John 5illing of fovyell, was Lord Chief Justice 
- Of Common Pleas 1462-65. She 4, Mer, U:96: he +. One Mary, 

cau. and heiress of Robert “eserham of Covingtor, Buchs e, 

wicow of Um Cotton of Covington: she m. 3rd Thomas Lacy 

of Crauchester, Esa, The son of Sir Thomas and Vatherine 
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Nicholas Billing of Middleton pag Northamps., d. 1512, 
m, Agnes, dau. of Stenhen Gilbert Their son 

John Billing, 4, 1526, His gon ‘ 


2 


William Billing of Mid idleton Halzor g01557,.m. Joan .—- 

(Their son 
Roser cng ey Be to Baltonsborough, Somersetshire, 
bur. Dec. 9 1596, m. Ist Katherine -------, bur. Feb. 
22, 1586/7. "ghoir’ at 


Richard Dillins, removed +o Ts simbon will iebod 1604, Ms 
Elizabeth, dau. (of ubenezer Strong. Their son 


William Billing, of Desnes in Taunton, will dated 1659, m, 


—6fs9-e¢rt thelr. son 


William Billing, b. a. 1628, a. Nar. 16, 1713 at Stoning- 
‘ton, Conn., emisrated to America, me at "Dorehester, 1 lass. 
Feb, 12, 1057/8 Mary -------, who d. bet. 1713 ond 1718, 
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PIONZER HISTORY OF THE TOWN OF CLARKSON 
Monroe County, New York 


Forevord 


This Pioneer History cf the Towm of Clarkson in Nonroe Coun- 
ty, New York, was published in the Brockvort Republic from 

February 6, 1890 to July 31, 1890. “While being replete with 
names of early settlers, it has becone lost to meny who might 
be interested in those pioncers, ‘There is one.cony in the 

bank vaults of the Republic, which cannot be brought out for 
general berusal, As for the Billings family, there are only 


Var 


. a few references to them, but one in particular is very impor- 


tant - the one which names Janes Billings, Jr. as a vathmas- 
ter of a certain road district in 1820 ana 1521, the only 
proof we have that he lived in Monroe County, after his renov- 
al rom Albany County after the War of 1812, thus locating 

his children in this resion. I had been told by Mrs, Julius 
Paul Schuh, e descendant of Walter Biliings, nov deceased 

that in her sirlhood she had scen the stones of James Billings 
Sr. and his wife end James Billines Ir. and his wife in the 
Town Line Cemetery, about three miles north of the Riége Road, 
al important dates. So such small references as this assume 
large sicnificance. Yor *ese and other reasons, it vas 
thought desireable to reproduce the entire set of articles 
here. They hac to be eathered up from s the 
larcer portion cf which vere nested in the serenbook of Mrs 
+. S. Carrison, the present Town Fistorian of Clarkson, 
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TABLE OF CONTENTS 


vo. of Article 


Article I - Cfosr phy of District, First Lots 
Sold in Clarkson, 1803 to 1809. 


Article II- First Acts of the Pioneers, Purchrses 
of 1210, at Te hae of Dr, Abel Pald-~ 

ace <I eA yeaa 

rticle III- Correc*ion of the jAhove Sketch. Sete 
tlers from 1811 to os Experiences -' 

6P-Susiavus Clark, e 

Articie IV - Settlers 1611 to 1820. arly Condi- 
sions in Industry, Religion, the Home, 


Article V - Early Trade por es Exne 
Elim Church. DPivision of t 
Murray, Clarkson then Includi 
First Glection of Clarkson. Sun 
sors 1220 to 1890, 

Articis VI- Entries in the Record Book of Levis 
Swift, Justice of the Peace, 1820. 
Personal Sketches of Asa Clark, Dea. 


sigh 
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ne 
Beale 


Joel Palmer, Andrew ‘lentyworth. 135 
Article VII- "ariy Cemeteries and Burial Condi- 

fions, The. Cld reo oo Personal 
Sketches of Simon ®, es Se Jos>ua 

> Field, John Mlodgett, "ts muel Hes} cell, 
Ambrose Sanford, Fiel Brockway, Reve 
Amos Marshall, Gidson Holmes, Wright 
Spencer, Aristarchus Champion. 16, 


Article YIII-"arly Conditions of Courtship on 
Merriage. The Pourierites. Per Poin 
Sketches of Jonathan Pros ser, vona- 

—_than Cobb, Ariel Chase, Robert Valker, 

Jonas Knapp, Dr. doseph €, Tozier, Dre 

Gideon Tabor. 

- Article IX - Copy of Deed to Eli Mannital, dune 20, 

: 116. Personal Sketches of James and 

7 Henry Seymour, Janes R. Buernsey, Ben- 
| jamin Prooks, "Consider Sachelor. 21, 





Article X - Purchasers 1810 to 1f15,. Ladats Core 

4 ners. Personal Sketches of Moses S, 

| ‘ Parker, Isaac Marnister Williams, Sin- 
eon Dagcett, Cant. Isaac Allen. aL, 


‘rticle XI - Further Records of-Sauire Levis Swift 
1820, to 1826; a List of Names Involved. 
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XII- Gwo Land Titles. Rice's Corners. 
Fersonal Sketches of Aretas vaskell, 
Ebenezer Towle, Matthew A, Patterson, 
Walter Perry, William Cook, Naney 


Emor, Isaac J. Whitney. © 29, 30,. 31 
MIITI-Pat*macters Appointed in First "lec. 
tion, Decisions on Local Conditions, 
Harmarxs for Livestock, Disposition of 
"Strays". The Clark Cemetery, Personal 
Sketches of Lionel J, Udell, John W, 
Perry, Peter Stillman. - 32, 33, 3% 
XIV- Descriptions of Road Districts 1 to 35. 25, 26, 
Fames of Farmers Who Worked on Reads, ~~.237,°38 
WY =- Tyo Road Districts South of the Ridge. 
Further Roads Laid out. Road Dis- 39, bo, 
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' PIONEER HISTORY OF THE TOWN OF CLARKSON 
~ MONROE COUNTY, NEW YORK 


First Article 


It is our purnose to publish a history of Clarkson, mainly 
the early history, but giving also an account of Clarkson 
village, Redman's Corners, Garlznd, and the Moore Settlement, 
including Rice's Corners. In making this history we shall to 
some extent use the histories hitherto published, and add 
facts otherwise obtained, hoping by a systematic arrangement 
of events to present a clear and more_perfect history than 
now exists, At best but few of the people have access to the 
published histories, and not one in ten are in possession of 
much valuable information that largely concerns their ies 

=. 
In 1892 the people hope to celebrate the four hundredth anni- 
versary of the discovery of America by Columbus. With that 
discovery begins the written and published history of this 
country, and no modern local history is complete without an 
outline antecedent history connecting the past with mfeA 

sent. 

The first settlement was made in the now State of New York in 
the locality where the City of New York stands, and from that 
locality the growing population radiated out in all direce- 
tions, but first to those points accessible by boats. Thus 
the newcomers located at first along the Hudson River, and 
numerously in the vicinity of Albany, at the head of naviga- 
tion for vessels of considerable size. What later became Al- 
bany, Saratoga, Rensselaer and adjacent counties, were set- 
tled before the "wild west" of the present Western New York 
had ever been explored. Then this section of Western New 
York was a wilderness inhabited by the Seneca tribe of Indi- 
ans - the genuine original native Americans. They have left 
records of their occupancy in mounds, stone axes, etc. Not 
many years ago a human skeleton was unearthed in the road 
near the Clarkson Cemetery, as it was being graded down, and 
it was generally believed to have been that of an Indian. 


The tide of settlers finally set toward the westward, and up 
they came through the Mohawk Valley. To some extent they 
utilized the Mohawk River, as many of them used batteaux for 
the conveyance of their soods by water. In 1788 Oliver 
Phelps, a native of Windsor, Connecticut, and Nathaniel Gor- 
ham of Massachusetts, purchased 5,000,000 acres of land for 
which they agreed to pay %100,000 to the State. The Indians 
Objected to the obtruding pioneers, sometires with scalping 
knives, -and to pacify them Phelps & Gorham agreed to give 
them $5,000 and an‘anmaity of $500.- 2° AS #=9 64 ae 
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1851 six tots were sold 


-In.1802 nine lots were sold, but none in Clarkson. 


* 
This shonld be Northamoton, 


Clarkson - 2 : 


In the year 1789 a road two rods wide was cut through the 
forests from Fort Stanvix in the Mohawk Valley to the Seneca 


‘Lake. The whole purchase made by Phelns & Gorham was laid 


out in towmshivns, and Ontario County included the whole "Gen- 
esee country" as it was called. The first of the oncoming 
settlers located at Geneva and Canendaiguae In 1791 they had 
extended to Geneseo, and a town by that name embraced ali of 
the State to the westward, On April Oth of that year a tow 
election was held at Canawasus. 


In 1789 Peter Shaeffer and family came from Pennsylvania and 
located near the present Scottsville, paying $2.50 per acre 
for a farm, At this time Bloomfield had becone quite an in- 
portant settlement. Up to the year 1803 the only post office 
west of Ceneva was at Canandaigua. In 1799 Caledonia, which 
included what subsequently beeame Le Roy, had a number of set- 
tlers. In 1801 the Triangular Tract, covering 87,000 acres, 
which reaches from Le Roy to Lake Cntario, and includes the 
present Hanlin, Clarlkson, Sweden and a part of Bergen, was 
laid out, and the same year a land office was opened at Bute 
termilk Falls, at or near the location of Le Roy e 


March 30, 1802, the town of Gates was formed from a vortion 

of the town of Geneseo. This tow then included ell of the 
section west of the Genesee River. The town of Murray was 
formed from the town of Gates, (and was at first called North- 
unberland,)*Avril 8, 1808. 


Thus it appears that for seven years after the Triangular 
frect was surveyed it was in the town of Gates, It will ase 
Sist an understanding of what is to follow by forestall ing 
history in the statement thet Sweden Was cut out of Murray in 
1813, and Clarkson (ineluding the present Hamlin) in 1819, 


Most of the foregoing history applies to all Western New York. 
About the year 1800 a settlement had been maée at Sodus pay 
to what became 2 part of Wayne County. Soon after pioneers 
located in the vicinity of what is now Lewiston. 


We co-e now to the history of the first settlement, and subse- 
quent development of what in later years became the town of 
Clarkson, As we have before noted, a land office for the 

Sale of all the lend included in the Triangular Tract was 
Oresed at what later became Le Roy. “In that office a record 
of the sales made was kept, and the sales from the opening of 
the office in 1801 till 1809, both years included, year by 
year, were as follows, for land in what became the town of 
Clarkson, which included the present Hamlins 


+ _ Soid in the Triangular. Tract, but-none 
{A the Clarkson. section. 7 -.-.-- : 
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Clarkson — 3 


* 


In 1803 six lots were sold, and one to Moody Freeman ~ who 


was the first purchaser in Clarkson. 


In 180% ten lots were sold, and Jones Sayre and Elijah Blodg- 
ett bought in Clarkson, 


In 1805 there apvears to have been greater activity in Sales, 
and twenty-six lots were sold, eight in Clartson, viz.: John 
Fowle, Villian Davis, Simeon Daggett, David Stanton, Nosh 
Owen, Benjamin Boyd, Isaae Farwell and:-John Farwell. 


In 180€ there was a sale of thirty lots with the followine 
purchasers for Clarkson: Aretus Haskell, Julius Curtis, San- 
ue’ Chiswell (pertaps Chriswell, ) Ebenezer Towle, Sylvester 
Eldridge, Olney P. Rice an@ Carr 10258!) 21st gala recalls 


In 1607 fifty-three lots weze sold, as follows to purchasers 
for Clarksons: Patrick Fowler, Joseph Grover, Wilber Sweet, 
Levi Leach, Eli Glass, Willian Dickenson, Anthony Case and 
S. Bigelow, : ct eee 


y 

In 1808 sixty-six lots of the tract were sold, and the fol- 
lowzng were purchesers in Clarkson: Elcridgce Ferveli, John 
Mallory, Isaac Lincoln, Eli Mead, L. W, Udell, Robert Clark, 
Robert Noy, Robert Brown, James My Brown, Oliver Hamlin, Dan- 
forth Howe, Macy Brown, ti Randall, Jonathan Mead ea 
. : : : Lake, 
In 1809 twenty-five lots were sold, the Clarkson buyers beings 
Isaac Holmes, Joshua H. Prom, Walter Billings and Orance 

as a ae : (Risden, 

These lots. were all sold by contract, no deeds being given at 
the tine of ssle. In 1809 there had been forty-six purchas- 
ers in the section included later by the town of Clarkson. 

It is possible that some of the purchases extended into that 
portion of the domain now ineluded by Hamlin, but we believe 
not. If they did so extend, we ask any of our readers to 
give us the information. It is not probable that all of the 
burchasers named settled in Clarkson; bet most of then did. 
Regarding some of then we have records td present later on. 
We ask those of our readers wo lmow the subsequent history 
of any of the persons named - where svhey went to, lived, died, 
were buried, etc, = to furnish the information to add to the 
Completeness of this history. Sage 


Pek eS re oo om —-O ¢0-~---- 


‘Second Article | 


Cur previous article Wes concluded with a List of those who 
made contracts for land ir Clarkson, at the Le Roy land of- 
fice, between the ears 1803 and 1899.. 


c 


The first question that naturally arises is how they cot to 
t oa 


and what they did when they arrived, When 


their vurchases, 
rv Tract was lsid out, the road since lmown as 
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Clarkson - 4 | | oo. te 


the Lake Road - extending from Le Foy te Lake Ontario = was 
also ineluded in the survey. In 1803 the contract for onen- 
ing this road was let to Nathen Harvey and Jeremiah Haskell, 
who immediately bezan at Le Roy, and worked toward the north, 
It is not stated wat lind of a road, nor how much they were 
to receive for the job, 7 
It is probable that they eut out the trees for two rods in 
width - aS that had been the way of opening roads east of Can- 
andaigua - and then made a nassable passageway for wheeled vee 
hicles. The roots and stumps musi have made the track exceed- 
ingly rough. The bridges were built ty laying Large lors 
across the streems, and then covering the logs crosswise with 
smaller loss and poles. They were neither handsome nor 
smooth structures, but were strong until weekened by age and i 
decay. Varshy places of ground were made passable by poles 4 
laid crosswise , called"corduroy." The men building the road if 
took their supplies with them, and lived where their vork was 4 
gies  (beirg performed, ; 
When the first settlers arrived at their purchases the first 
thing they did was to build log houses. How this was done is é 
thus described »y Elihu Church, who settled in Rica: "Ve put Be 
up the body of it in one day, and had it ready to move into 
on the fourth day. The floor was of split basswood, the roof ; 
of cedar shincles, no boards were used, and but few nails." i 


An open space of course bh=4 to be made for the rude buildings, 
and caution had to be: exercised to so Place thez that the 
standing trees would not be liable to fall udon them; The 
trees for the loz houses were eut down, and logs of nearly 
uniform size ané the sane length were used, They were notch-= 


dividing partitions, and they vere msde temporarily by hang- 
ing up sheets or “lankets. The house door - there was usvale 


latch string, and when the latch strine hung ‘out it was a 
Sign of welcome. In mocern'.times to say “the Latch string 


‘(fashioned kind, 
A rude house having been bullt, the next thing in order was 
Clesringe the land of trees, and this was a work that was con- 
tinued for many years. All of the living had to come somehow 
from the land = by the sale of ashes from the burnt trees, and 
the crown erops. And i? is not altozether legendary that at 
times the most comion necessaries of life were scarcely ob- 
tainable. It has heen related by ome of the pioneers that he 
and his family had oxen and cows, but no provisions , and 
they. lived for some tire on milk, venison and fish ~ a curious 
blll of fares yet others may have faved mich worse, ‘Wild 
&dme was abundant, and fish were numerous in all fair sized 
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streams, Of wie wild came volves were plentiful and had such 
a lixing for mutton that sheep could not be kepts and that 
bears had such an affectionate and embracing regard for pigs 
that they were safe only in bear-proof log pens. Those were 
the days of the "good o14 times," astrought down to-us by the 
enchantment -ef a long distance view, and they were enjoyed by 
the pioneer, who became accustomed to their kind of lifes but 
such living now would be a severe ordeal for even the poorest 
| (of the people. 
Our previous sketch save a list of land purchasers up to and 
including the yesr 1609, In 1810 there came to Clar'-son 
James Moore, Adam Moore, Terry Moore, Silas Tart, St-eon B, 
Nathan, Jehn Dasgett, Willian B, Varden, Henry Grinell, Isaac 
Randall, Welter Billings, Dee. Joel Palmer and Dr, U-thaniel 
Rowell. Dr, Adel Baldwin visited at Clarkson in 1810, but 
. did not move there until the following year. The following 
is an account of his experience, a little defective in sove 
respects, as siven in Turner's history: : 


ean 


ae 


“hen I moved into the country in 1511 with my family we vere 
ferried over the Genesee River at Rochester; the Ridge Road 
was only cut out wide enough for a wagon tracks; the streams 
were crossed by means of log bridges. Unon the present site 
of Clarkson Village the e were three log houses, and in all 
perhaps thirty acres of land clecred, James Sayre was the 
pioneer of that locality, in fact the first settler on the 
Ridge, in what is now Clarkson and Murray, and I think Parma, 
Fe had selected this spot on account of a fine spring, before 
anything was known of a continuous Ridge Road. Sayre, who 
had taken up considerable land , sold his contracts and rem 
movec. Besides him I found here David Forsyth, who remained 
hers until 161-9, when he removed to Michigan. “Deacon Joel 
Palmer had just cormenced tanning and currying in a rude and 
primitive establishment, the first on the Ridge Road. Dr; 
Nathoniel Rowell had preceded me a few months, and was in 
Practice among the new settlers. Eldridge Farwell had locat- 
. ed here, but soon removed, and became the vioneer of what is 
ri now Clarendon. ‘Jest of the Corners, on the Ridge, John and 
Isaac Farwell, brothers of Eldridge, had settled. In all or the 
Ridge, in what is now Clarkson and Murray, Moody Freeman was 
the pioneer. He was from Hanover, If. Y. He made his solita- 
ry home two miles north of the Corners. There was in Clarke 
Son north of the Ridge besides Freeman in 1811 Frastus Hase 
Kell, who had taken un land upon which there were s2lt 
Springs, where he set up a few kettles and was boiline salt 
for the new settlers. Haskell was a captain of militi 
the War of B12, and was at the sortie of Fort Irie. §© 
Baxter settled in the neighborhood in 1811, and also en 
in salt boiling. Jechn Nowlan also settled in the Freens: 
. Neighborhood. A log schoolhouse tad been erectec, and a 
School was in operation, when I came in 1811." 
| a 
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Third Article 


The historian doubtless made some errors in the vublication 

of Dr. Peléwin's sketch, for the Doctor was a very clesr-head- 
ed man. Moody Freeman was undoubtedly the first settler, end 
Jemes Sayre the next. In 181] there must have been more than 
three log houses at the then lurray Corners, and very much 
more then thirty acres of clesred land, as Dr. Faldwin was 
made to state, By 1809 there had been over forty vurchasers 
of Clarkson lands, ard if not more than half of them cave 

they should have mede corsiderable progress by 1611, the per- 
lod of which Dr. Taldwin snoke. From 1809 the land sples con- 
tinued, and with no interruption until the opening of the War 
of 1812, when for two years the sales were sreatly reduced. 

In 1210 twelve families moved into the town, of which the 
heads of but two are named in the Le Roy land office records 
up to 1809, so thet before 1°11 there was a material increase 
of population besides the purchasers firstenomeéd, 


A name not hitherto mentioned is that of Henry Me Call, who 
came into town about 1810, and ovened s store at the Corners. 
Charlotte Cumsings is credited with being the first teacher, 
and that she taught the first school in 1612. It is vrohable 
that a school was opened esrlier, as the esrly settlers he- 
lieved in schools, and Dr. Valdwin states that when he came 

in 1811 there was a log school house, There is sore diserep- 
ancy in the early history as to the first schoolhouse, one au- 
thority saying that it was built in 1812, 


In 1811 there moved into the town Stephen “axter 2nd Joel Pal- 
mer, The fact should be kept in mind that the present Clark- 
son vas a part of the town of Murray until 1819, and after be~ 
ine set off from Murray until 1852 included all of Hamlin. 
Thus it is probable that some of the persons named settled in 
that part of the town which subsequently became Union enc then 
Isaec B, Williams came to the town in 1811 or 1812, a black- 
smith by trade, and built the first frame house, which stood 
where the brick hotel stands. Lewis Swift came in 1812, 
Joshuz Fields foliowed in 1813, having stonned for a time at 
Bergen. Hiel Brockvey built a hotel in 1é16. The same yesr 
Isage Allen removed to the town. Aout the same time there 
came James ™, Casson, Abijah Sayre, John Chapman, Perry “ich- 
Ols, Josiah Randall and John Nowlan. Joskua Greene was also 
an early settler, but the time,of his coming is not fixed by 
any date at hand. As before stated, we hope to obtain a 

brief history of all of the early settlers named, and publish 
the same in a concludins article. Much of this history has 
already been obteined, and it is coming. 

Custavus Clark, whose history we shall give later on, come to 
Clarkson in 1815. In Turner's history the followinse intereste 


Pag sketch of Mr, Clark's experience is given: 
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mhen I.came to Clarkson in 1815 the Ridge Road was but little 


traveled for want of bridges, My first load of goods broke 
mos: of the bridges down from Rochester to Clarkson, and the - 
team was o>liged to return to Live via the south road and Le 
Roy. That road had been opened before the Ridge Road was 
treveled at all, My first principal busi-ess was to pay vart 
goods and part cash for black salts and notesh. Henrv Ie Call 
had been first engaged in mereantile business in Clarkson, - 
and Joshua Field had also been merchandising here. James Sey- 
mour was the successor of Field. 411 of these had been en- 
gaged in the manufacture of potash; in fect that was the sta+ 
ple production of a1] of this rerion, It was the first avail- 
able means that the'new settlers had to pay for store soods, 
or <6 raise a li‘tle money. It was a creat help to them, ané 
I hardly know how they would have got enone witout its — Tt 
was a period when but fev of the settlers had raises any 

grein to sell. ‘The new settlers would put uo a fev rouch 
leaches, and generally»make black salts. Those who were 
strong handed enough, and could raise kettles,-would make pot- 
ash. Upon lands -here beech, maple and elm preco™i nated, the 
ashes vould simost vsy for clesring the land, | Mary “times 
when a ney settler was under ‘the necessity of raising money, 
or stood in need of store trede, he would co irto the forest 
chop cown the trees, roll then together, and burn ther for 
the ashes elone, with no reference to land clearing. The pro-_ 
ceeds of asl es have guottiéed mam 8iles cabin in this re 

with the commor necessaries of life; in the absence of wh 
there would have seen déstitution. Our cotash was taken to 
the mouth of the Genesee River end shipped to Hentreal. I 
have sold it.in Montreal for as high a price as *%205 per tun. 
The Ridge Rosd was rveh improved soon efter 1615 by the erec- 
tion of bridges over the streams; A post route was establish 
ec’ from Canandaigua to Lewiston in November, 1815, At first 
the mail was carried in a small warcon twice a week, In 1620 
daily coaches were nut unon the routes travel rapidly increas- 
ed, and before the canal was completed there were carriaces 
almost continually in sight." 
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Thns it appears that as late as in 1815 the Bidge Road was in 
an unsafe concition - sc unsafe that the tean bringing a load 
for hr, Clark had to return by the way of Le Rov. In this 
“ormnection it may also pronerly be stated that the Ricge Road 
through to Lewiston was not onened for several yesrs after 
the settlements began, and not until lone after the so-called 
"[uffale Road" was in use ~ the eastSF4 part, if not all of 
it, in 1810. In 1812 soldiers were B®@&hoa from Rochester to 
Clarkson, fro! Clartsor to Le Roy, andi from Le Roy to Puffsalo 
ane Lewiston, because there vas no other open lend rout®, 


In the published recollections of Dr, Taldwin reference was 
Made to s:lt boiling by Aretas Haskell. We have learned by 
‘inaviry that he was located on what is known as the John Per- 
Tygfarm,. Salt vas also made on the John Hoy farm, neer 


eels Corners; and on the Eaxter farm, a short distance north 
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of the North Star schoolhouse. The salt sprines were ezlled 
"salt licks," because the deer came to them to lick for salt. 
The price of salt was one dollar per bushel. 

mone 05 0----- + 

Fourth Article 


In continuing a list of the pioneer set tlers the fact sould 
be sept in mind that the domain of Clarkson included the pre= 
sent town of Famlin. It is also well to know that a man “who 
was 2 voter in 1821 Heats nis alive, be now not less than 
ninety-one yeers of age, Persons ot the same name now living 
are children or sae children of the pioneers. fe have been 
asked if or en persons, "boys" of from 50 to 60, were the 
first settlers, Of course not, though so-e of them lmow much 
of the experience of the later pioneer life. 


> 
aed 


In 1811 there came Alanson Thomas, and a Gernsn named Strunk. 
In 1814 Jemes Baxter moved into the town. In 1616 there lived 
in Clarkson Theodore nilis, JOhn Phelps and Calvin Green, 
Before 1818 there lived in ‘he town Michael Nowlan, John 
Fnapp, Caleb Clark, James Clark, William Clark, Albert Salis- 


bury, Howard Manley, Adin Manley and Esi Twitehel., Before 


1820 there sat came John 1. Casson, James Ra mdall, E. Cook, 
F pose Re evart, “Willian Cook, Billa Cook,» Sammel A, Per- 


ry, Jonathan Comb, Ariel. Chase, villian Groves, E ekiel Pare 
mon, Robert Valier, on ie Beh Lamport, Morden F, Pery, John Red- 
man, 2nd, came in 1819 or '20, As in regard to the persons 
previously named, we hore to obtein sore irformation as to 

the individuel history of each nerson, 


Henry 2. Selden, Samuel L. Selcen, John Bowman and Col, Sin- 
eon B, Jeve ett, all prominent men in their Cay, came to the 

Oo 3 2 a 2 
town later than 1020. A brief record of them will be civen. 


In 1816, at the formation of the Presbyterian Church Society, 
the. nanes of the following ladies are given, some of whon 
vere uncoubtedly the wives or caughters of the mer hitherto 
named: Vary Perry, Polly Day, Molly Rice, Phebe Palmer, Pa- 


tish ice Ellis, 1 Mary t=. Cz ecken, bes ire whet waa T2 Ura ise te, 
énna SWirt, Sall ¥ Re od, ‘Ck arlotte Cur ming S$ a7 1 “Betsey = shal DS 
Miss Cummine was the ee senool teacher, 5 man's name ape 


vears in tee records before 1820 of Day , Ellas, “¢ Cracken, 
wheland, ‘bite or Reed. In the nemes given 3s Patience, Dese 
Sire and Polly - names much more common way back thon at pre- 
sent, The Favorite early names for females were Prudence, 
Charity and Hope, and they were understood to indicate cor 
in hope or virtues and characteristics in the lives of 
those on whom the Bere were bestowed. There were feve 
Named Welcome, Faith, Love, lez PCY s Pradence and Tempera Ne 5 
but art of these a similar names were identified with the 
families of from fifty to seven sty-£ ive yeers aco, Probat Li 
‘Sore of them proved misnomers - Prudence not proving orudent ty. 
ToSe not proving hopeful, and Mercy not proving merciful. 
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We have stated previously that in 1815 a mail route was estah- 
lished between Rochester ard Lewiston. The next yerr fhe 
first post-office was opened in Clarkson, ard Dr. Abel Fald- 
win was appointed postmaster, 


‘The first sawmill was built in the town by Eldr 
Later he built a prist-mill t2Séimel Church built a 

mill in Rica in 1811, ard for a year or tvo the Clar 
ple took their grist to his m!1l to be grounc. At an 


fo pe 


a gh Bx 


. date Ebenezer Tole built a small grist-mill near Ladd's Cor- 


ners, which was sometimes operated by water nower, and some- 
times by hand-power. Dr. Paldwin built a sawmill on the 
streem that runs from Brockport northeast from Clar*son Ccr- 
ners, iewis Swift, the pioneer, built a carding mill eon the 
Same $itecr, “near-the sawmill mentioned. SBefcers crist-nilis 
were Started the settlers vcunded their grain into fleur in 
hollows cut in stumps, Pefore sawmills were rimning split 
basswood was used for making. doors to the log houses, and for 
floors, when that lxsury wes provided, Many of the first log 
honses had no floor other than the earth, and no chimneys. 

The shoke went mecndering through the openings, of which 

| (there were no lack, 
At this early date the minister was looked up to, and natural- 
ly, with reverence, and often with awe. The school teacher 
took second rank among the Important personages, and next came 
the doctor. The lawyer apnesred quite late, and then litiga- 
tion grew apace, The really mest useful person at the early 
teriod of which we write was the carpenter, particularly after 
Sawmills hac been started. Fe erected the o ..uRnen 
the first baby anveared in a new household, if it s to have 
@ cradle th> carpenter was called upon th construct it, and 
g the lit- 
tle shaver could not kick out the end-boards. A few of then 
have until the present day survived kickings, cartings, fires 
and gales. ‘hen a person died the neighborhood carnenter con- 
structed the coffin, and like the child's cradle it was strong 
but nd ornsriental. The carnenter also rade tables, bedsteads, 
the chests in general use, cupboards, ete. No men in the ear- 
ly settlements performed labors of greater utility. 


mi 


“hen fire places and chimneys were built, there was usually 
built in connection an oven of stone or brick. Mos of the 
old farm houses contain these ovens, which, before the coming 
in use of stoves, were used for baking bread, cakes, and the 
Toasting of meat. The fire-nlsces were snacious, and each 
Was supplied with an iron crane, a trammel, hooks, ard often 
Short sections of chaih with a hook on each end. Many of our 
Older readers know all about them. The crane and appendages 
Were all made useful in suspending the kettles, pots or pan- 
Cake griddle over the blazing wood fires, by which most of 
the food was cooked, and *hose doing the cookirg were them= 
Selves often more than half roasted. So kot were the fires 
Oi: the fireplaces that many persons roasted fowls by hanging 
them in front, and turning them around until they were done, 
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The ovens became auite useful in cooking small articles in = 


front of wood fires. Potatoes were generally roasted by vlac- 
ing them in hot ashes near the live coals. 


When persons were atout to engsge in house *“eeping the outfit 
was celled a "setting out," which usually corsisted of nots 
anc kettles for the fireplace, some crockery, a small amount 
of wooden ware, and a bed or two, the totel often not costing 
more than ®50. That is the way bre pioneers began. VMost of 
the first settlers brought all of their hovseholda goods and 
family in one wagon or sleigh, and the furniture did not 
crowd even a small log house, They had no carpets, no bur-= 
eaus, no lamps; and of course such things as sewire machines, 
organs and pianos were not even dreamed of, Mops and cendle- 
sticks were amons the most used and useful of articles. Most 
corspicuous as edornments were the gun over the fireplace 
held up by deers' horns, and strings of dried apples, pump- 
kins, and herbs overhead, , 


oe ee eee ow . Coe we re ee me 


Fifth Article 








The first settlers had but precious little ~oney, and of ne- 
cessity had largely to resort to a barter trade, -In one case 
six bushels of wheat were siven for ove gallon o* whiskey, 
and whiskey was one of the first of manufactured nroducts + 
the smell distilleries being established ldne before churches 


were Suilt. Elinu Church sove a bushel cf whent for a bail 
toa pail. One man worked six mocths in vayment for a suit 
of clothes, Ashes vere taken to the notasheries anf exchanc- 


ed for store crders; the foods were paid for in black sslt; 
and the mercnants realized upon their potesh in the eastern 
markets, These black salts or notash were refined to sove ex~ 
tent and became nearlash, an artiele generally used at an ear- 
ly dey for raising bread, etc, The notash kettles, holdirg 
from‘ fifty to sixty gal'tons, cost at firc* shovt “ho, ard it: 
was only the nahobs of the period who wereasble to possess 
them — that is nabob in comparison with the noorer men who 
could not rise to the distinction of such ownership. A neir 
of stogy boots cost “7, and it is stated as an unanestioned 
fact that nesrly all of the people, men, woren and children, 
went barefoot during the summer season. Elihu Church reoorts 
drawing wheat from Riga to Charlotte and selling it at 314 

per bushel. Under the conditions named some of the pioneers 
Succeeded excellently, some moderately, some just failed of 
Success, and some were dead failvres - just ss their succes- 
Sors have done and been since. To sueceed vas to achieve suc- 
Cess by the strictest economy, by privations, and through un- 
nal (daunted fortitude. 

Te have rentioned the wolves and beers that fave a cordial re- 
Ception to the sheen and hogs of the pioneers. The wolves 


~ Were so ces*ructive that in 815 the settlers 311 turned ovt 
aga had a volf hunt, and with guns, horns and shouting drove 


them southward from the Lake to beyond Caledonia and Le Roy. 
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fefore that drive the deer were at times chased by wolves in- 
to the barnyards of the farmers. The deer were so plenty 
that one man killed six in one day. Black squirrels were so 
plenty that as many as thirty were at times counted on a sin- 
le tree, anc they were very destructive of the corn crop. 

In 1812 the pigeons had a roost near Rochester, and there 
were millions of them, There were a few panthers; ut nei- 


-ther they nor the other wild animals molested persons unless 


crowded into a fight - they always ran sway if they had a 

fair chance. ‘Yild ducks nested along the shores of the Lake 
ard streams every spring. Not until 1817 did the crows come, 
and about that time the ravens and turkey buzzards left. A 
bounty was veid for killing wolves, and some men with a taste 
for trapping and huntins realized a considerable incove from 
that source, In the town of Greece, esnecially along the Riv- 
er below the lower falls, there were many rattle-snakes, and 

a bounty of three cents ner head led to their destruction, 
Poisonous snekes have not abounded in this section. 


Among the early experiences it is related that in 1815 it 
eost *4+.50 ver hurdred pounds to cart. stocks of goods from Al- 
bany to Clarkson. A party of thirty-eight versons vere tuen-= 
ty-ore days making the journey from New Hamnshire to Genesee, 
In 1807 wheat had been harvested by July 4th. Meany of the 
first settlers established their hores by springs or streams 
of water. Some dug wells, and then folloyved the era of tall 
erotches, well sweeps, and the "old oaken bucket" that has 
been described pathetically in noctry and song. It was long 
afterward when matches for fire lighting pursoses were invent~ 
ed, anc the flint and steel and the punk vere resorted to. 
Tre old flint lock suns were made to do valuable service in 
obtaining fire and light. A fev clocks with hetvy weichts 
were in use, and an occasional English watch was owned. Hour 
glasses were used to sone extent, but noon marks were the 
least expensive of the few time indicators. These reminis- 
cences might be nresented almost without limit, and they throw 
a clear light upon pioneer life and history; but we will sus- 
pend them, anc show the forward movement of the agent the 
% ; OWN « 
Tt is remarkably strange that a town should be named in honor 
of a person regzrding whom so little is known. Turner's his- 
tory says it was "nmed from Gen, ----~--- Clarkson, an exten- 
Sive Land owner, who gave 100.acres to the town.” And that 
is all. Even his first name is not given, nor is any mention 
Made of what disposal was made of the hundred acres, Subse- 
quent historians have stolen what Turner said, but have added 
nothing. Perhans some of our readers can throw additional 
light on this important subject. 


Northampton, subseauently Cates, was the grandfather 7f 2:11 


the towms hereabouts, and Murray was the father. How: Murray 


“Was subdivided, we will now show concisely, and it is valua- 


ble history. lMurray was set off from the town of Gates April 
8, 1808, end then embraced all of the territory now included 
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Clarkson - 12 


{n the towns: or Sweden, Clarkson, Hamlin, Clarendon, Murray 
and Kendall. the first division of the town of Furray was in 
April, 1813, vhen Sweden, including what is now Clarendon, 
was taken off. in February, 1821, Clarendon was taken of? 
from Syveden, In 1819 Clason, ineluding the present | femiin, 
was texen off from Furray. ‘The early history of these towns 
is very closely interwoven; and family relations still contin- 
(ue closely ellied. 
Dr. Baldwin has sta ong in his esrly recollections that the 
first election in the town of Murray was held at the barn of 
Jonnson Bedell, Eon four miles south of Brockport. Wo rece 
ord of this el action is found in the published histories, but 
it must have occurred between the formation of Murrey in 18¢8, 
and. the setting off of Sveden in I813, The first election in 
Sweden as embracing Clarendon was held Anril 3, 1814, end in 
Sweden 2s now composed, in April, 1821. 


The first election was held in the town of Clerkson on April 
1, 1620, when the following officers were chosen, the list of 
officers va ying co:si¢erable from that recently elected: Su- 
pervisor, Aretas Haskell: town clerk, Gustavus Clerk; collect- 
or, E. Cook; ASSESSOTS, Frederick H, Stewart, William Cook, ~ 
Billa Cook; commissioners cf hichways, Isaac Allen, Samuel A, 
Perry, Jonathsn Cobb: cormissioners of schools, Nathaniel Row-~ 
ell, Gustavus Clark, Ariel Chase; inspectors of schools, Abel 
Baldwin, “illiem Groves, £zelkiel 'Warmons; overseers of the 
poor, li Hanibal, Valter Billiness pound master, David For- 
syths const2bles, Aretss Haskell, Rebert Walker, "47 Liom Lane 
port, “orden F, Perry; scaler of we a 


pe 
Q 

- 

A 


and mersures, CGustae 
Ny (vus Clark 
The followings is a complete list of sunervisors from the or-— 
ganization of the town to the present, with date and period 
of service: Aretas Faskell, from 1820 to 1824: Gustavus 
Clerk, 162k; etus Haskell, 18253 Abel Baldwin, 1826 


> Wil 
lian Groves, 1 aby, na 18293 aie gavus Clark, 1920” to 1932; Sin- 
eon 7%, Jewett, from 1833 to 18353 Henry Ma Tea from 1835 to 
12373 Isaac Alten, 18373 Theotore Chapin, 1822s Tonathan Pres- 
ser, 18395 “dlliem Croves, 12h03; Henry Martin, "18h1 to 1243s 
Semel RB, S. 1a! ther y EEk33 Alp honed Perry, 18 Ts Tseac Hous- 
eon 1845 to 18173 George WJ. Clark, 1847: James R. Thompson, 
1848 « mes H, Warren, 12#h9 to 1252; Georze “. Estes, 1852: 


S 
ihe Warren, 1853; Isaac Garr ison, 185s Janes tT. Warren, 
1855 to 1857; illian P, Rice, 1857: ‘illian F. Bownan, 
VY. A. Patterson, 18593 Cicero J. Pros: ‘er, 1860; Acam Moo 

m 


Oo oO 


r 
1261 to 1863; Elias Ca~rison, 1863 to 18655 George YW, Estes, 
1865 to £67: James I. Warren, 1867 to 18 B75 WoL. Rockwell, 
187 to 1276; Joon B, Snyder, 1277 to 1 8798 tAelbert P. Chane 
man, 1 1880 and 18613 me, Gai lun, 1882s Honey Alten, 1883 and 
188%; s William Leach, 1885 to 1887: John B, Haskell, 188%: John 


Prosser, 1289, John Prosser was elected March Wy 1390, 
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Clorkson - 13 


Sixth Article 


From the record book of Lewis Swift, a justice of the peace, 
kindly le-ned us by his granéson VJ. H, Svift, it apnears that 
he was chosen to office before Clarkson was set off from Mur- 
ray, as his record of official services opens on Jan, 24, 
1620, and the first election in Clarkson was not heid until 
April b..of-tiet years From this interesting record we shall 
extract some facts for the double purpose cf showing how the 
litigation of that esrly day was carried on, and to fix in 
the town the residence of some of the pioneers whose histor- 
jes have be~™ lost to recollection, 


As stated, the date of the first record is Jan. 24, 1820, a 
suit of Elisha Marts acainst Seth Byam, for the paymert of a 
note cf °2,25, cated Nov, 29, 1819. A jucement was rendered 
for toe amount of tre note, and there is added: "Received 
123¢, my cost," Ex. 19 - makine a total of 22.564, The 
"cost'' was much less than it vould be in the yesr of 1890 in 
Justice Crery's court, and his charges are only legal. 


The next day there was another suit - David Forsyth and Joel 
Palmer against Nenry Luce, on a note for %10,.03 dated Oct. 9, 
1819. The costs were 3144, the same as in the previous suit. 
This suit indicates that a covartnershinp existed between For- 
(syth and Palmer, 
The third suit was the same day - Phillip Ross against Elijah 
We Yood, for an -ccount of 71.50, The fees in this case was 
as follows: Summons 9, constable service 50, record 12%, ex. 
K (19. 
Jan, 28, thera came the fourth suit - Harry Porter and Elisha 
Marks against Coonrad Holmes, for a balance of 50¢_on a note, 
The costs were the same as in the previous suit. This suit 
indicates that Herry Porter and Tlisha Marks wero nartners, 


The seme day a suit was tried between Elisha Marks and 

liam Yilsie, on a note for “9,°2. The costs viere the sam 
: * 2 1 = 2 

before with the addition of 12! for witness. 


Jan. 28, 1820, annears to have been a “court dav," as eicht- 
een cases are noted as passed upon that date. James “eY=our 
and Henry Seymour sued David Bennetts; Gustavus Clark end James 
R. Gurnsey sued David Bennetts; the Seymours sued Timothy Ty=} 
ler; Abijah “mith sued Roswell Atchison and Aaron Ve eofeSEs 
ferp task acasenyas 27s KBESPISana Atsves qasecadial "EGe FE. 
Names of the jurymen are not siven. The new fees mentioned 
are: Venire 19, warrant 123, jurors 754, probably for Six,of 
: them, 


The same cate Ebenezer Towle sued Nicholas Rosner, Jr.3 Claric 


& Guernsey sued Leri Talmage; the Seymours sued Jonathan Si- 


-Rons: Harry rorter ané Elisha Marks sued Crzus Rarkers; t 


ne 
Same sued David Bates; the same sued John Johnsons; Francis 
y 


ryuell sued Silas Barker; the Seymours sued Samuel Perr 3 
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"W41lism Ostrender sued Robert. Ostrander; Clark & Cuernscy 
sued Calvin Freeman. 
In the record there appears the following Pores 3 showine 2! 
residence es early as 1520: Robert , Palmer, alter Yrelps, 
Charles Darhy, Nathan Vricht, Abel lait, Josiah Cobb, Villian 
Alvord, Nathaniel Dagrett, Luman Johnsons Prancis A aby, Tru- 


man Smith, Lavid Panes 4 , Janes Bates, “Jilliam dames, David 

eke, Seth Pattee, er Tastman, Samuel Ge ae Aarney 

Stovell, Sylvester Pease, Sr., Gideon Pease, Ashabel PPOW!, 
Stephen Eastman, Josevh trace, Niel Procluay, John H. Bushnell, 
Isaac 3. 


Ciarkson Fi,Srooks, Joseph Vickery, ‘turner Fillot son 
Williams, Senmel Day, Henry “lileox. Nathaniel CG. hyd 
tiah Rogers, Reuhen.Stickney and Thomas Talcott. 


+ £ 


A euit of Samiel G, Lewis against Tarney Stowell, Ciceor 
- Pease anc Yvivester Pease, vas tage Feb. %,, 1820, before tre 
justice ard a jury of 6leven, "ho narties agreeis to cise 
miss Daniel WEtLtiys |). oe TRE eleve n eee vere paid 21.37%, ard 


seven witnesses 8714, 


Clarkson secms to have been the "seat of justice,” for. the 

surrounding country, for the names of many Syeden people an- 

pear in the list of litigents. Ye continue the nemes of ver- 
a 


sons who are recorded as annesring in Justice, Suift & court: 

Ira Giltert, Herry Chriswell, Julius Comstock, Jacob Barager, 

Benjamin ood, John Mallory, Siles Fordham, Carr ifilber, AlL- 

van Dibble, Oran Lee, Natheniel Rowell “garner Pierce, David 

Locke, Si ivester Ferris, Thova “aleott, evi Talmace, ‘Litter 
ves 


Steyard, William Grove 


Lues, Bebe ort S. Perry, Phillis Srown, Day &. Pattee, James A. 
Dunmcre, Joshua Vineenk, lather Burns, Levi Veoster, Jesce 
Tentley, ‘illian Munson, Benjamin Chase, Devic Williams, Josh- 
ua Roe!00d, Somuel Randall, Jesse iiatteson, James lake, rie 
ram iic, Craken, Henry or: "roratio Pierson, John Plodcett, 
David “illiams, $ Semel Chadsey, Henry Me-Call, Nathan Town- 
send, Leonard Kingsbury, Thomes Chr isty, John Farvell, Te, 
Theodore Mllis, Rouben Poon, John Parker, Sairon Standish, 
Farbert “heland, Charles 4, “ennett, Anson Fammonc, Seeley 
re Ambrose "Perguson, Justus Kenérick, Tenry x ions 
Udell, Asabel Baxter Rohert brown, John Randall, Voses T. 
venn, Sarmel Bates, Clark Theras, JOhn. D, Phiilins, Sylvester 
Baker, Sieeon Palmer, John SORA Re Zohn Bosvorth,, Paniel 
Avery, Srastus Lawrence, Just. s Nendrick, Jehiel Davis, Asa 3. 
Hill, Isaac Colby, "ichard Rollin, dgsech Jgirson, James Ladd, 
bara. + Proyn, Silas Michols, John Lambert, Wn thantiel Dagectt, 
Chauncey Turham, Stenhen Baxter, James PaxPield, oroadstreet 
Spafford, Enbbard Rica,. Join Blake, Joshua Field ond Daniel 
= (Jilliams. 
Witter Steward ond Joshua “ield conposed the Firm oF 3tewar 
é Field, which firm on or i?s 120, sued David Williazs 
for °5.95, A judgment was given for the pleimifts in tne 
amount claired and costs. In + the ae OF THe "CHse this 
Satenert is -ede: "Defendant nleads exemption of bocy," - 
recalling “he fact that years ago nersons could be imprisoned 






| yenmteuD ¥rafd tobastico tzredof bere 
.] live eure 7 


vigo i 
-fomen sitwoffet ={t ersecqs arette 


| 







ceqiet! cotfel, .temlel ,W dgodoh.. :0S8I es, yiaae 
ofr’? .cdod dgkeot .tieW fedA .deoekay asdiall Xe seelradd 
, 7 -uT? «vou etoapa .noendol aomyd ,#tenasd fotaeds 






broviA 
,Ponsh malili’ .eotel sonal ¢ ¢2otsT. bitveds dt kona osm 
yoots ,2iwed .0 L[epme® ,asmtes® geto1 ,9ottas dtee. exo 
;cwort Sedetak .ecse? noobtd eet poene’ toteeviv® SF iewo a. 

lomfaud. 1. atet. .vewsioord. Io it e996TS cozol »momtends 42 
oesel ,coesofitt inotte?.,yrewtotY Areeot ee2VoonT $7 Moadtars 
Isl ,eSivi .D Istradtell .xooll ytasil gvsd foums®- ,emekifty 
etioolsT eamogfT Bas yermilots? .cedires c2 TORO dat? 



































+ J ré 
to9bl) ,fLowot’ vente? tenteue efwat..d foume> to digs 4 - 
a t+ ny” f dary fF ; 


sto7ad ,O°8L .? .JoT Sotrt egy-,eegel sodsevive Sn8 eens]. 
-2f5 of footas estitag died” erovela lo-vtst 6 Soe eottent 
for r bHbieq a IA 


 desyis, aevele edT ." t2av Letaed sai 
»>'08 eseesativ never 


sat: 
ony ToT ",oottert to tease” ott mood Svad of smaee norextsID 
“78 9fqoeg nebowe. yas to.rxemsn oft T0% ,.Vtenuro9 acl bavoriya 
-z9¢ Io 20msn edt ogntinds ol! ptinogtit!l to tak£L adt mt Ts9¢ 
:J2yo9 2 Jiiwe .ostisct at ~ilteecqs as febiows1 sie ory 
eTA9CT" Cosel -»Asotanc) aickint .ffowetrdd yenelt cP T9CS EO perl ~ 
-lA ,1stib trad .metb10T esftd cvtoffe’l mol boo’ aiastaek 
Oivsd ,soteld wpavel eflowol Lolrsitta™ eed netO .siditd asy 


rote ,dnan{[eT fvoel tools? esrondt ..etr1eF totrevige eavool 
Vita: gifs, 28586 ..eflos-I evbred Paavo) mii EY «irae % 

| A semeG -satial .o ynd wmror? ob lft eXTI99 .& taedo# ,cond 
| S1toh ~Tetacsy fred ants torts ctasortV sgleel _stomal 
-f20G ¢amsi'li Sived ,seadd minctaes pTOsne mst LO! owe Ldn 
-Li .eol romat .roestial seseb eiishashi fount ..hoowlooh so 
eft93Holt mlol .noereld obfetalt eAWITE YineH _rewest) off 
” r 


“wot maftell ,.[f20.o¢M yrnet eveebst). feume2- pemet lity Bivi 
eet -ffowtel orfol .ytetitd accoA? eVtdernE Sranto eh «¢ brs 
eelbont? noufsd .totce'! adot +0074 adie etl lt exoboedt 
q YSlece .baommsi coenk .ttonaa’? ~A sefeedD , oaaLod? ZF ac tsa 
fonof!l ,xomi yrae! .ottscot extect efoarstet erotdmA redder 
7? 20201 _.Ifsbere® arob », nwortd trodol »todxsi Ledsehis 95Y veh. 
7372 


oviys eeckliidt .@ mit .esnon? AtsiO cated Lorring., tf 
fotasd .fdtoweod mick colURsICe ruloL .temlsd moarke.texXe 
Tt seh -eivel [otfet wsotebaol eatent. cCOUSIWAT ert ears. w¥TON 
(bbel gonoG _~noenigh drecgh .atifed bredtnge ages ag et : 

aa e ay 


Ttongcd fetasds-% . trecmed dot .2fodoill re ei OTT; of 
| vosetiabsor’ .BLe titel sonst etoixs® nadeate cated y 2 


fetnsd firs SYeit pednot evel nor ,fore bradgrt htc ts 
. » ert Efftry) - / "a : - se. 2 7 MW 
| 5 i > . 


brawase to mitt art bseor709 Biel” sucf ol Bro 
ecelilty bivkd" bebe ’ Oear yer ASEM ab tee 


ea? ot setintalaq ests t os Bw 
ert eaigo eff 10: Babbar orf: tied 
- ",to" Yo noktenexs ebesta Jrishre tod" 
es a @noets¢ O88 atrey , 
etdeb tot 


4 
.. 







ee 


clarkson - 15 


vost of the suits arcse out of indebtedness, ard usually vere 
for small amounts. ome of the persons who in later yerrs be- 
come cuite-vealthy vere sued for small amounts, Reuben 5tick- 
ney was sued for the payment of a note of 43,28: John Blod- — 
gett for 33.11, ete. The fashion of being “hard up" runs 
pack at least to 1820, The suits vere largely for the collec- 
tion of store notes and accounts, the plaintiffs in many cas- 
es being the Seymours, Clark & Cuernsey, William é& Uriah 
James, Palmer & Forsyth, and illiam James, who succeeced to 
(the James firn. 
Giving 'Sauire Svift's. record a rast, we present a few out of 
many personal historical sketches. 


asa Clark, the father of Gustavus Clark, lived in Avorn until 
1830, when he removed to the town of lurreay, and died there 

jn 1834, aged 76 years. The son Gustavus came to Clarkson in 
1815, where he later formed a eopartnership with James K. 
Guernsey, the firm conducting a general store of the period. 
He built the brick house a little west cf the church, At the 
town election held Avril 4+, 1820, he was chosen tovn clerk, 
commissioner of schools, and pound keeper - thus performing a 
variety of public duties. for five terms he represented the 
town as supervisor, the last time in 1832. The family removed 
to Buffalo, where Mr, Clark died Feb. 17, 1871, eged 7+ years. 
His rempins were buried in the Clarkson Cemetery. Nis widow 
died at Clarkson Sent. 17, 1871, aged 76 years, and her re- 
mains were ‘uried ty the side of those of her husband. : 


Dea. Joel Falmer was born ot North Drentford, Conn., in 1788; 
removed to Lina, ™. Y. in 1808, and from Lima to Clarkson in 
February 1211. He bought out James Sayre, anc lived for sev- 
ersl years in a log house. In 1827 he built the brick house 
in which he lived until he ¢ied Naren 24, 1877, and was aged 
89 years. Fis wife cied in 1859. His chileren were Joel Be; 
Mbert H., John, Fanny, Justus and Russell. He carried on 
the tanning business until he died. Fis remsins and those of 
his wife were buried in the Clarkson Cemetery. 


ikad 2 
The name of Andrew ‘fntvorth does not appear among those of 
the first settlers: but from the following sketch of his his- 


tory, vublished tn the Repurlic about the time he died, he un- 
doubtedly came in 1815, That sketch says that he was born at 
Berwick, Maine, Aug. 8, 17845 that in Pebruery, 1815, he mar- 
ried Ruth Snencer, of Sweden, and moved into Clarkson, that 
part which afterwards mecame Hamlin. He died April 19, 1879, 
aged 94 years. At that date his children were given as Mrs. 
Charles Randall, Mrs. Marcelon Smith, Mrs, Henry Billings, 
Krs,. Horn, Charles, Irs. Harriet Noyes and Hrs. Hary Austin. 


SEVORTH ARTICLE 
In Clerisson at an cerly date, as in other communities 
“ j oe ? 
Weze births, deaths anc marriages, and provision hac 
mode “or these import=nt oecurrences. ‘Je have told how he. 
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earnenter made the cradle for-the infsnt and the coffin for 
the dead. S5urial pnleces had to be provided, and before grave- 
yards had been esinblisned and sometimes afterward, a 1: ttle 
pla ee on the honestead“was set aside for the interment of ren- 
pers of the family. These little family burial places may be 
seen all through the state anc throughout New England, fron 
whence most of the early settlers esame. There are some of 
them in Clarkson, to shich reference will be made in connec- 
tion with sersonal stretches. Thers ere now in Clarkson four 


public graveyards, viz: The Catholic, near Frockport; the 
Clarzeson, about a mile west of the village; the Gariand, 
gnout half a mile west of the Garland Hotels anc one on th 
Harden farm, about a mile and a half north of Rice's Corners. 
The cemeteris in Hamlin, which up to 1852 were in Clarkson, 
are located as follovs: the 2lossom Cenetery, on the Ladd 
Road next the Clartson lines an old graveyard on the Redman 
Roady a short distance north of Sandy Creeks; and the Aenyon 
Cemetery in the northwest part of the town west of County 
Line, but near its; there is a graveyard opvosite the Clark 
place on the Ridge Road in Murray, ani another a short dis- 
tance west of Hast Kendall in Kendall. n these graveyards 
er settlers were buried. 


most cf the pione 


In the early times there were no ccmevery sex tons, no under= 
takers. end no hearses “hen a person died the neighvorhnood 
arrenter mace 2a aa » s0fe person was employed to cig the 
meral was held the corpse sencor -ined 
was carried in a reece vagon or lumber sleigh from the place 
of “cath to the ‘eraveyard, and then the coffin was let dow 
into the grave by the aid of rones. No outside box wes used 

. the corfin. Usually some straw was thrown on top 
of the coffin, and then earth on the straw, It was ail plain, 

Le 


a 


simple, and inexpensive, and void of ostentation. 
At first all of the voublic gravey2rds were free for the tse 
of all persons reauiring a burial place, and each family se- 
lected any vars of 2 grow und not previously occupied. It was 
not until alone in the forties. thet graveyards were incorpor- 
ated in western New York, after which lots were solé at a 
small price, usua ally from 35 to $10. In many of the grave- 
yards biers were kept for use in conveying the coffins from 
the street to the craves. There was one in the Blossom Ceme- 
tery but a few years ago. These olden time biers have Deen 
embalmed in lee ab in former times were the subject of pa- 
thetic rerersnices. 
ae gid not core “into use in this sect ‘Lon mtil about 


1825, and those before~1830 are now exceedingly rare. ‘the 
first stones used were quite thin, anc many of na nave been 
broizen and disappeared. There were burials at Brocknort, 
where the Baptist Church stands, as early as 1812, ‘hen the 
Dresent church was built, the remains there were disinterred 


Ay a4 
UU ~ 
“and placed in the nresent cemetery, and the sravestones vere 
17 
& 


Tr@Sct there. “Now the oldest date to be found in the cemetery 
is Fuly 31, 182%, recording the date of ceath of a chile cf 
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Williom Mead. There was a stone with an older Cate, but. it 
appears to have been removed» 


The Flank Road Company was 
ofesi6,00Ge. First.officer 
Simeon "Be Jevett, secretary 
Folmes, S. B. Jewett, A. 
tony« i llien,Sarry,. Andrew 
Vanley, directors. Ther s d from Proekport to three- 
fourths.of a aoe soutn o Thomas Millis," on the eas K 
and on the west for to the road by the Seymour saw 
throuzh that Le to the Redman Road = the whole a 
twelve Miles. The road was abandoned in April 1866 whe 
last toll gate (betueen Clarizson snd Brockport Tillece) was 
TOMOVES « Tho property at the time of abandoning was va 
atanhS0, all of the paleanes having been sunk in the ent 
prise. The officers at the closing vere A. J. Randall, rie a 
q dent; L. HE . Johnson, secretery; A. D. Raymond, treasurers A. 
J. Randall, £ a ° H 
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ized in 848. Capitrl stock 
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2 Baldwin, treasurers J. A. 
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4 u, Raymond, Girectors. Mr. Johnson had for some site been 
manacer for the Company and he was «= heavy loser. 

i N 


Ve herevith present more tS das or he een history, vhich 
ase record will prove very luable nov anc hence? orth, be= 
sides being cuite ns tes hele 

Simeon B, Jewett was born in Connecticut in 1801, and came to 
Claritson in 1523. Fe vas a prominent pases hipoet and a noted Demo=- 
erat, For seversl years he yas in company with Henry 5. Sel- 
don, He died duly 25, 1869, ased 66 years, His widow, hancy 
Jewett, died Avril 28, 1883, eced 76 years. Both were brricd 
in the Clarkson Cemetey. 

Joshua Field was born at Saybrook, Corn. in 1785, removed to 
Pergen in 1911. “Jas a soldier in the Yar of 10125 after the 
war became 2 merchant at Clar:xson and lived in a house thst — 
stood on what is now the Garrison farm, Ee removed to Preck- 
port in 1622 snd eneae°e n building, He died in Brockport 
and is buried in the Drockpori. Cemetery. 


John Blodgett came from Cranville, Conn. in 1&16 and located 
near the present Elodgett Hillis, and where he bought a mill. 
We have not ascerteined the Zate of his daeath. sd Plodgett. 
his widow, chad April 4, 1877, aged 61 yours. 


Lemuel Hasell was in no vay related to Erastug Faskell, an 
active man at a very early period. lLeruel Packed? removed in- 
to what becavtie Clarendon in 1817. Tuo yeers later he removed 
to Clarkson, where on March 5, 182k, he was married $6 Susan 
. H, Spofford. Mr. Haskell by trade was a Hason, and he “nilt 
week of the first br ppetonetiaings in the town, Fis wife died 
- June 11, 1879, aged 87 year Fe died Decs ember 3, 1831, aged 
oS yearSe 2oth were buried x the Clarkson Cemetery. ; 
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“ambrose Sanford, a well Imown farmer, cied December 20, 1881, 


aged 76. years, and was buried in the Clarkson Cemetery. 


Hiel Brockvay, who Luilt < mill in Clarkson on the Sandy 
Creek where it crosses the Redman Read, and which became 
mown as "Brockway Fills," came to Sweden in 1817 and bought 
Jand on what is now the west side of Main Street for “13 per 
acre. He came from Phelpstowm, Ontario County, U. ¥., and 
prought his family of twelve children in a covered Lumber wag-= 
on. He Gied in 1842, aged 67 years, and was buried in the 
Puceknort Cenetery. He wes a very active man, and prominent- 
ly cidentified with the founding of Brockport, but we speak 
of him only to show his connection with the history of areal 
‘ sone 


Rev. Enos Harsh 
1878, aged 33 3 
December 18 


11, a celebrated clergyman, cie 
ars, His widow, Mrs, Helen D. Marshall died 
3, aged 70 years. Eoth vere bur 


(Clark 


~ © 


sa 
. _ bal > es Q 
& he died March 16, 1863, aged 87 years. Perhaps 
m Imes, mother of Mrs. James W, Me Pain, 
QO lm) 2 ey ee 
» 1875, aged 88 years was his widow, 


Wright Spencer, father of Mrs. Isaac Palmer, eme from Ver- 
mont in 1832. He died where Mr. Gallop lives on January 9, 
1857, aged 79 years. Retsey Spencer, his widow, died venuary 


9, 1575, aged 82 years. 
Aristarchus Champion, for 2 time the ovner of much land, but 
& 3 = a a ton, 
ell known. He cied at Rochester, Sep- 
tember 7, 1871, aged 90 years. 


In the plainness and simplicity inseparable from early nio= 
neer life there were but few of the modern accessories of 
courtship - the neatly fitted parlors, concerts, excursions, 
picnics, and last but perhaps not leas~ the supplies of ice 
cream and confectionery. ‘There were the meetings incidental 
to work, a common attendance at prayer meetings, singing s 
schools, church services, and an occasional dance. Some or 
all of these occasions of public gathering were utilized in 
love making, and life engagements were readily formed. A log 
house with but ome room, and that room used as kitchen, par- 
lor, bedroom and sitting room, did not afford much opportuni-~ 
ty for a wedding display, head a disvlay been desirable. As a 
Tule, with rare exceptions, un to 1825, there was no attempt 
at having 4 grand wedding cerenony. It cores down in history 
that the bridegroom often went for his bride on horsebvac’, 
and when the marriage had been verformed returned with her to 
his home, both riding one horse, The clercyman of the neign- 
borhood usually performed the marriace ceremony, and vas said 
gl.or 22 for "his damsces" — the vord "damage™ being used as 
synonymous with revard or compensation. There was no donation 
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of jewelry, Beer as glassware and kindred art ticles, as nowea- 
days. The bride, "af she was a-"s“art girl," had before pro- 
vided the bedding, table cloths, tou jels,y a tiaras quantity of 
stockings of her otm tmit nary en she expected to be a "help 
meet" along the journey ef shit The husband, if not a "poor 
coot," was able to provide Bie small amount of necessary fur- 
niture, and pots and kettles. : yi ie 


There were some marriages in the sarly times, as at present, 
not by the clergynen, These are some fro the record of 
"Squire Swift: Feb, 1b, 1820, Curtis Hale to Clarissa Darby. 


Avril 9, 1629, Anson Castle to Sophronia Porter. Jan. 79 

1821, Luman Johnson to Zlica Lie iif fin, Maren 25, 1621, Syl~ 
vester Pease to Lovins Fovers, arch 2, 1823, Codfrey Clare 
to Roxa Segle. April 5, 1823, Asa Tove - Widow ~------ Pal- 


-~ 3 
ing. July are 1823, Eljas Field to Abigail Delano, Sent. us 
1823, Christopher Clare to Car-line FPGAs we dtAy 205 phO24, Mad. 
John Farell one t0 Polly Darnett. ay 234 1827, Heeder WV, 
Lawrence to Alice Ishan, August he, 1827 9 Russell fe Williians 
(to Naney Randall 

The foregoing annarently include all of eras, marriage cerenon-= 
des performed by Justice Swift curing a neriod of seven years. 
If his wedding fees were GE es as small as his resue- 
lar fees as justice, nL. income from this source must heve 


(been small, 


Long before the Givision of the tow 


I r own of Clarizson, the Fouriter- 
ite systen was “exporinented With at what was then Imown as 
Thomas! »ilis, in later years 2s Thomasville, and nov as North 
Harlin. The following is a veryperfect history: 


In December, 194-3, an organization was formed to carry 


rry into 
execution what was known as the Fourier system - a system of 
Co-operative Labor and joint ownershin. Tt was @ stock assec~ 
lation also, oe some paid for shares in cpa and .otpers put 
in horses, cattle, farm cools, ete, The association bargained 
for it ao mill nroverty of Alanson Thoras - eonteining & Save 
mill and gerd oot a tract of land belongirg to Greig, of Can- 


andaicua; and 1,400 acres of siteosea residing in New York 
City. Tre officers of the assoclation vere: President, Thon- 
as Pounds; secretary, Dr. ©. A. Trelars treasurer, George Can 
need finance committee, Henry 5, Rand iall, Samuel Porter and 
Simeon Dagcett. The association numbered about four hundred, 
In the spring of 184+ building on 9 large seale was carricd 
On, end in a short time a house had been built for on chief 
officer, about Sorby rocs sovth of where the store of ir. Hov- 
Sy Stands, since rebuilt and now owmed by Edwin Ca 
In connection with this house a dining hall was 
D 


large that all of the people belonging to the place could eat 
at once, and all were served with the same food from a common 
Supply. The dvellinss vere vr ughly built, in long lines run- 
Ring north and south from the main HOUS® y and from the ends. 
oP¥the lines eastvard across the Lake Road - the main house 
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the west side of the. 
ted by the road, were 


and most of the smaller ones 
roac. These houses, except v 
all connected one with the oth a block, but each fan- 
jly had a house by itself, T ne. 3 the peonle was obtain- 
‘ed at the common dininr hall, as previously Indicated. The 
means or the essociation ren short, there were disagreements 
regarding the management, and by ‘July of the same year ,(1644), 
the association ane Ds Before bee breaking up the associa- 
tion was visited by Cha arles A, Dana, now editor of the N. Y¥, 
Sun, who Spent lg: days there, and while there-lectured,. Lit- 
igat Eton followed the breaking UP, and Most ofthe real estate 
passed back into the hands of the previous owners. The Ran- 
dali connected with this enternrise was not the first settler 
by the same name, but the man who a few yesrs ago carried on 
blacksmithing at Clarttsson villaze, The Simeon Dacgett nen 
tioned probably was the early settler by the name. Dr. The- 
ler if reputed to have been a very bright man, who after leav- 
ing Thomasville , went to Panama, Colombia, and established a 

newspaper calied the Panama Star. That paper is stiil pub- 
lished as the Star and Herald 


MORE HISTORICAL SKETCHES 


In the me the >rief sketches are very accurate, being large- 
ly derived from obituary novices orinted in the Republic dur- 

ing the past thirty-three and a half years. Any -errors of in- 
portance will be cheerfully corrected, end additional informa- 
tion of valne will be received with ple ASUTes 
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donathen Prosser was born at Westerlo, Alba ny Count uy Ba Me 
| foril 17, 1791, was married Dec. 28, 1816 to Phoebe Marvin at 
Athens, I, Y., came to Clarison in December 1617, and first 
; lived on the Fred. Nellis farn Ue was supervisor in 1029. 
lps, Prosser died Sept. 16, 1873, anc Mr. Prosser died July 
: ra 1870, aged 89 years. Both were buried in the East Clark 
: (son Cemetery. 
| Jonathan Cobb lived on the Ridse opposite the Fred, Nellis 
‘ house when he first cane to the town. Later he lived in a 
frere house that stood where Clarik Allen lives. At the torm 
election in 1620 he was chosen one of the corm-issioners of 
highways. He died upon what is now the Patrick Mehany farm. 


fete! Chase puilt: a hous2- and lived on the farm where Jona- 
than Prosser died, He was chosen a town commissioner ‘oe 
Schools at the election held sh a a2 


sagt ere Bee ah ied | Bw 


j Robert 1 pikes r, a shoemaker by trades, lived in the town a lit- 
oe south of Knapp's Corners. He was chosen one of the town 
oristables in 1820. He was born in England, and while going 
te or returning from England, he and his ship were lost. Gur 
informants disasree as to whether he Was foing or returning. 
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Jgnas Knapn, after whom Knapp's Corners ~ extending across 
the lines Of Clarkson and Perha - was named, came from Haver- 
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1810. He died June 17, 1874, eased 75 years. 
the Fast Clarison Cemetery. His widow re- 
tos2, California. er 
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Dr. Josevh C. Tosier came to Clarkson in 1845, where he be- 
eame a well ~Enown and potular chysician. He and his wife re- 
moved to Brockvort, vher> he died Jqly 24, 1874, eed 83 and 
his widow died in 1881, aged 78 years. Both were buried in 
the Brockport Cemetery. 


Dr. Gideon Tabor caze to Clartson at an early date, and had in 
his profession of brickmason a lergepractice in his vocation. 


He resicee in tne house now owned by Irwin Parker. He removed 
to Le Roy, where he died. 





We have herewith present a cony of one of the first deeds 

made by the persons composine what has teen fenezinated the 
"Le Roy Land Company." It is the original Ceed of the pre- 
sent Daniel €, Freeman, I+ is a curious document. It affords 
eonzidererle-information as to the location and business of 
he ~en who laid out the lend inte farm lots, and perhaps in- 
dicates where the neme "Clarison" came-from. From a literary 
standpoint the document seems replete with verbiage end teut- 
ences ; (olosy. 
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Hannibal. 
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Herman Ie Roy and others to Eli Hannibal. This indenture 
made this 20th cay of Jure in the year of ovr Lord cne thous- 
and eight hundred end sixteen between Fermen Le Roy, William 


Bayard, James Me Evers, Thomas Streatfield Clarkson and Levin- 
us Clerttson of the city of New York, merchants, of the first 
part, and Eli Nannibal of the county of Genesee in the State 
of New York of the second pert. Witnesseth that the said 
parties of the first part for and in consideration of the sum 
of one hundreé and ninety-one dollars, lawful money of the 
State of Kew York, to them in hand paid by the perty of the 
second vart, the receipt whereof is hereby acinovledged, have 
given, grented, bargained, sold, delivered,, released, convey- 
ed and confirmed and by these presents do give, grant, sell, 
deliver, relezse, convey and confirm wnto the ssid party of 


the secondpart his heirs and assigns forever all that certain 


lot, place or pareel of lend situate lying and being in the 
county of Genesee and State aforesaid, being mart of a cer= 
tain larger tract of land known by the nome of the Triangular 
Tract, nart of those three certain lots snd on a map thereof 
made by Richard M. Sto6ddard and filed in the clerk's office 
of said county of Genesee, Cistinguished as lots number one, 
two and three in the thirteenth section of town number four, 
bezinniv-s at a nost standing on the north line of lot number 
three eichteen choins.and eishty-eight links west of the 


eed corner of said lot, thence south fourteen cegrees 


& tyventy minutes west fifty-nine chains and fifty links to 
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the south line of lot number one, thence west seventeen chains 
and twelve links, thence north fourteen degrees =nd twenty 
minutes east fifty-nine chains and fifty links to the north 
line of lot number three, and thence east seventeen chsins 

and sixty-two links to the place of beginning, containing on 
hundred acres and thirty-seven hundredths of an acre of land, 
be the same more or less as in and by the said map, to which 
the said parties to these presents refer, mey appear, togeth- 
er with all and sinsulsr the advantages, privileges, heredita- 


“ments and appurtenances to the same belonging, or in anywise 


appertaining; and the reversion and reversions, remainder and 
remainders, rents, issues and forfeits thereof, and also the | 
estate, richt, title, interest, property, claim and demand : 
whatsoever of them the said parties of the firstpart of in or 
to the same and every part and parcel thereof with the appur- 
tenances, excepting snd slvays reservinc, nevertheless, out 
of tris present grant unto the said parties of the first part, 
their heirs and assigns, three equal undivided fourth sarts 
of all ores, mines, minerals, or beds of ore, salt or salt 
springs, of whatever nature or kind soever which now or here- 
after may be discovered or found in and unon she sbove grant- 
ed, bargained er. described premises, oF ahy rt thereof, anc 
the land containing the same, to have and -to hold the above 
eranted, bargained and Cesecribed nrerises with the appurte-= 
nances lexcentine and reservine as is herein excepted anf re- 
served) to the said party of the second part, his heirs and 
assigns, to his and their own proper use, benefit and behoof 
forever. And the seid varties of the first part for then- 
selves, their heirs, executors and administrators dco covenant, 
grent and agree to and with the ssaidparty of the second nart, 
his heirs and assiens, that the said parties of the first 

part at the time of the ensealing and delivery of these pre- 
sents hrve good right, full vower and lawful authority to 
grant, bargain and sell the saidmemises above described in 
manner and form, as herein written. And t at the said party. 
of the second part his heirs and assigns, shall and may at 

all times hereafter, peacefully and quietly have, hold, use, 
occupy, possess and enjoy te above granted nremises ang eve- 
ry part thereof with the aprurtenances (except as hereinbe- 
fore excepted) without'the let, suit, trouble, hindrance or | 
molectation cf-the said varties of the first part, their heirs 
and assigns, or any other person or versons lawfully cléiming, 
or to claim, the same, And also that they, the said parties 
of the first prt, and their heirs, the above deseribed and 
hereby granted premises and everyPart thereof unto ihe said 
party of the second nart, his heirs and assigns, against them 
the said varties of the first part end their heirs, and again- 
st them the said parties of the first rart and their heirs, 
and ageinst every other person and persons whomsoev=r lawful- 
ly claiming , or to claim the same, or any part thereof, 

shall and will warvant and by these présents forevor defend. 


Mh witness whereof the s-id parties to these presents have 
hereunto interchangeably set their hands end seals the day 
and year above written. . 
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Senled and delivered in the presence of - The words "part of 
these three certzin lots” being first interlined - Zeerney 
Ma Newell, 
Ferman Le Ror by Gre en Newell (seal). 
William Cayard by Grahean Newell " 
James Me Evers by Graham Nevell " 
Thos. L. Clarkson by Greham Nevell " 
Levirus Clarson by Oreham Newell" 
State of Nes York) SS, 
Genesee County ) 
Re it remerbered that on the twelfth day of Novembe 
year of our lord one thor and eight hundred and si 
before me, Eermon J, Hed fiel@yy Master in “chancery, xearney 
Newell, a subscribing witness to the within deed, to me mown, 
who neine Guly sworn Cenoses and says thas he saw the within 
named Grahan “ievell as attorney for the said Hermen Le Roy, 
William Bayard, James Mc Evers, Thomas Stratfield Clarison, 
and Levirus Clarkson, the grantors in the said deed mentiorad, 
sign, seal and celiver the said deed for the uses and purposes 
therein mentioned, amc that he Imew the said “raham sevell to 
be the person Ges Chaka in the said deed, and that ke at the 
same time signed his name thereto as a witness, which being yn 
to ~e satistact ry evidence of the due execution of the said 
desd, ana findi-s therein no ‘sxaterial erasures or interlinea- 
tions, except the one noted, do hereby allow the same to be 
recorded. 





Herman J, Reidfield, 
Master in Cha neerye 
Personal Sketches. 


We have hitherto mentioned the firm of J 
mour. We learn that James Seymou 1eF 
Williem H, Seymour, now an 2 of Srocknort. 
The } Henry Seyriour mentioned was ac Janes, who Kept 
store aj Forpey,. N. Y. He was a a ne in the Clariison 
firm, but never resided there. He became a very prominent 
citizen of the State, being canal commissioner yen. De Witt 
Clinton was governor. Uoratio Seymour, who became governor, - 
wis one of his sons, and a daughter was the wife of Hon. Ros- 
coe Conkling, The firm of James and Henry Seymour , succeeded 
Joshua Field in 1816 or 1817, the business be cing managed by 
th 
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James. The store of the firm stood about where Er, Rockwell 
lives, and a part of the same building was occupied DY dames 
Seymour as a dwellins. Jn or about 1020 he poucht three hun-~ 
j “dred acres of land on the ae side of what is now Hain Street, . 
:| rockport, at 57 an acre, and laid’ ao yart of it out in build- 
| ing lots, In-1820 he-w«s Scere the first sheriff of Monroe 
4 County, anc was in s< ervice when the first cornty court was 
. held that year. In 1520 he removed to Srocicport. Meny years 
later he removed to Lansing, Mich., where he died Dec. 29; 
(1654, aced 7+ years. 
James EH, Cuernsey, who was a partner of Custavus Clark, re- 
Koved to Pittsford, anc probably died there. 
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feniamin Brooks died May 18, 1882, aged 81 years. His wicow 
died Oct. 15, 1884, ased 72 yearse. they were buried in the 

(Clartson Cemetery. 
At an early day Consider Bachelor lived in a log house about 
where Charles A, Perry lives. 
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Tenth Article 


Tis series of erticles has been more extended than was anti- 
civated at their commencement, snd mainly for the reason that 
the neople of the toyn an¢ many cf their uncles, aunts, and 
cousins have interested themselves to contrioute information 
“for the history anc have thereby swelled its proportions. Al- 
reacy numerous imrortant facts have been presented of which 
there wns no previous oublished reeord. There is still a 
good stock on hand. The history will be comtinuead until the 
more important information is all presented, but no effort 
Will be made’ to “"spin’ it out." : ; ape 

We have given from the Le Roy land office record the names of 
the purchasers of lands year ty yerr from 1803 te and includ- 
ing 1809. Sore of those -urchasers doubtless sought more lend 
later, a> some of the n-mes appear twice. The purchasers in 
1810 were Samuel Lincoln, Eli Mead and John Fead. In 1811 
Isaac 2annister Williams, Jacob Spofford, Ezekiel Case, Henry 
Mead and John Curmings. In 1°12 John Freeman, John Sayers, 





z 

} Nathan Bannister, Samuel Alser and Samuel Pancall. In 1813 

; on account o% the war there were no purchases, and wut one in 
H 1814, that by Jonathan Byam, In 1815 Ehenezer Perrigo, Zimri 
: Perrigo, Isaac Leach, Robert Clark, David Veit, Amos Randall 


(and Stephen Randall. 
Lacd's Corners 


As the Moores, Movs, Browns and others were resicents in Clark- 

son as early as 1910, there is no reason to doupt that what 

has been ‘tnown as Lafd's Corners (now Garland) was settled 

end “cleared up" at about that tire. As yet we have not found 

that any of the first rurchases of land, that is by 1815 locat- 

ed at just that niace, If their locations have not been given, 

they will be so> far as they can be ascerteined, in future ar- 
(tietes. 

At an early period hotels were kept at Lacd's Corners by John 

Hysott, James Ladd, Reuzen Downs, John Phillips, Mott and Vhit- 

man M, Tyler. Hysott was undoubtedly the first tavera keeper. 

Reuben Downs kent a tavern east of the Corners, perhans tWO 

or three miles, Jemes Ladd - after whom the locality was 

named = kept a hotel about where W. P. Rice lives. Ee wen 

west end lost his life in a threshin= machine. “hitman ™. 

Tyler tnilt 2 frame hotel where the present hotel stends, 

which was suceeeded by a brick hotel - the tmilding burned a 

. few -yerrs ago, It is said of Tyler that he ran away anc fi- 

| nally died in jail at Rochester. The present hotel was built 

Eiram Amidon, who is also the landlord. It is not probable 

that more than two hotels were kept at the same time in the 
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same neighborhood, and likely so:e of those named succeeded 
others. Hotels were very numerous all along the Ridse from 

Le (1816 to 1825, 
The first schoolwms opened at Lat¢'s Corners in 1617 in a 
log schoolhouse that stood near where the Shafer house stands, 
and Williem Dickenson was the first teacher. In 1818 the cob- 
plestone schoolhouse was built - the house torn down last 
year (1889), to be replaced by the present new one, , 

: x 

On the 8th of January 1825, a meeting was held at the dwell- 
ing of Silas Hardy, ané a Methodist Church Society was organ- 
4zed by the election of the following trustees: Theodore 
Johnson, Frederick Shaffer, Silas Mardy, Adam Moore, Samuel A. 
Perry, Henry Fétcham, Zadoc Hurd, Stephen S. Mead and John | 
Beedle. At that time Rev. Benajah Williams was the Society 
pastor. A church was built by the Society in 1826, and was 
rebuilt in 1869, which is the buildings now standing, After. 
being rebuilt in 1869, it was rededicated, 


John Fysott, who kept the first tavern, also carried on tne 
business of a wsson maker, made chairs for the new settlers, 
enc mede himself generally useful. He died at East Clarkson, 
and was buried in the cemetery near ty. 

In February, 1658, the first post office was established at 
Ladd's Corners, called "Bast Clarkson," and J. E. Hoyt was ap- 
pointed postmaster. After two or three years the office was 
discoctinued, From that tire until four years aso there was 
no post office at that place. Then a post office was estab- 
lished called "Garland" with J. Goodberlett as postmaster, 
and both are still continued. 


At an early date, Shafer end Plumb kent a general store next 
west of the hotel, which building was burned any yerrs ago. 
Prederick Shafer was a partner of Plumb, and he was the fa- 
ther of Jonas Shafer. At later periods Janes HE. Baxter and 
others were storekeepers, usvally but one at a time. At nre- 
sent Josesk Goodberlett keeps a store. 


For many years William P. Rice has carried on the carriage 
mazirg, repairing and blacksmithing husiness and is prominent-~ 
ly identified not only with Lacd's Corners but that section. 


Personal Sketches 


Noses S. Barker came to Clarison in 1820 from Goshen, Orange 
Co., ¥. ¥. He was married in Clarkson, twice. His first wife 
Any was a dauchter of Isaac Bannister “illiams, who was buried 
in the Clerzson Cemetery. His second wife was Nancy Graves, 
whe died February 2, 1880, eged 72 years, and was buried in 
the Host Clarkson Cemetery. Mr. Barker was by trade 2 boot 


-and shoe maker, which business he carried on many years in 4 


syell shop on the vest side of his house. In later yeers he 
filled the offices of Towm Collector and Consta”le. Fe died 
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September 11, 1880, aged &2 years. He was buried in the Clark- 
(son Cemetery. 
Isacc Bannister Williams bought land at the Le Roy lend office 
jn the sprins of 1811 end immediately came to-Glerkson. His 
purchase consisted of 100 scres and was vhat is now known as 

the John Steele farm. He was the first blacksmith and his 
shop stood where the hotel stends. Fe built the firs: frane 
awelling house, which stood. next to his shop. Ee removed to 
Wewfane, Niagara Co. where he died in 1847. His widow died 
sometime later in Parma, 


+ Le Roy land office in 1805, whieh 
Ss a west of Redman Corners. Fis wid- 
~, donuary 20, 187, aged. 79 years. She 
rkson Cemeterye 


was located a sho 
ow Gied at VYarren 
was Duried in the Cl 


Cadtein Isdae-< Allen was a native of Infield, Conn. His 
first visit to Clarkson was in the year 1816, and he was then 
a single man. Ee was married in 1817, anc then became a res 

24 


é esi 
dent of the town, residing for about two years on the nroperty 
now owned by Mrs. Dr. Perry, were he followed his trade as a 
hatter. In 1819 he bought a farm near the present Hamlin Cen- 

n 1823, when he bought the farm of 
? aa. where he lived for most of 
the time until he died December 28, 1884, and was 91 years of 
ase, His wife died in 1875 or '77. oth were buried in the 
Clarkson Cemetery. At the election held in April 1620, Mr. 
Allen was chosen one of the Commissioners of Hirhways, anc 
represented the town as Supervisor in eee 


1 
John Farwell on the Ridge 
i=} 





Eleventh Article 


The record book of Lewis Swift, justice of the peace, is =n 
old style leather covered ledger - the vord "Ledcer" being in- 
presses on its back. It nov conteins 404 pages. A few cages 
have been torn out. A careful examination of the dates give 
§n this record shows that the first entry was made Jan. 2 
1820, During the first year the cases entered covered cne 
hundred and sixty-nine pazes, and averaging 4 cases to the 
page rakes 676 for the year. Most of these cases vere for 
the collection of Gebts, and not to exceed one in ten care to 
trial, The entries in the book are eontinued regularly until 
April 3, 1821, when there occurs & break in the dates for a 
period of abont two years, the next date being March 8, 1822. 
Betyeen these dates he vas probably ovt of office. Commenc- 
ing in 1823 tne entries are regularly continued until Nay 19, 
1826, which is. the lest ectry, and which filled out the baox, 
excent 2 few pages oceupicd by a memoranda of costs, anc one 
Page of marriages. There are tvo marriage entries in 182%, 
and he probably had another and later record than the cone un- 
der consiceration, for his usual business. The old record 
Covers but four years of service, and not seyen, 2s “e previe 
@sly gathered from the cates at its beginning -nd end. This 
record covers an imnorten+ reriod in the his 
neer settlers - a period “when even the most 
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“economic were at times troubled to meet their ordinary pecuni- 


i 


' (ary obligations, 
Concluding 'Savire Swift's Record. 


We present herewith some intecesting facts gathered from the 
record, and the names of many persons found in it; but there 
are numerous names that have not been mentioned, doubtless 
some of persons who occupied importent positions in the come 

: : - (munity. 
In a suit March 21, 1820, the claim was 56 for six thovsand 

(of shingles. 

Dr. Baldwin in his recollections stated that the first town 
election in the town of Murray, before it was divided at all, 
was held about four miles south of Broekrort in a barn belong- 
ing to Johnson Sedel. May 9, 1820, this Becel was a party to 
a suit before Justice Swift. 


Feb. 24, 1821, James HF, Nowlan sued John G. Christopnher for 
chopping eight cords of wood at 1 shilline 3 vence per cord. 


Farch 8, 1823, Isaac Jones sued Jacob Fosner, Orra Beach and 
Alanson Cerbin for services as a school teacher. The three 
persons sued were school trustees, 


June 3, 1823, there was a suit for board and wasnin 


Here are some items of a claim 
ly 22, 1823: Chopping and sp 


August 5, 1823, Simeon Daggett sued Hugh Hosner for several 
days work at 5 shillinss per Gays. 


In 1823 the courts were held at EH. Brockway's. Previ 


ously 
they had been held at S. Alvord's - commonly called "Spec" Al- 
vord. dames Seymour sued alone for store accounts = the nene 


of Eenry Seymour being Gronned. John Cowman (vho eftervard 
became the county judge) joined Col.5,. B. Jewett in a levee 
partnership, As showing the rate of charges, Col. Jewett sue: 
one of his clients on a charge of 33, for attending two suits 


e 


April 2, 1624, Phillip Ross sued John Farwell 2nd "fer making 
two coffins, in all to damage %25." The word "damage" was 
used to signify the excense or amount of demend,. The suit in- 
Volved the number of coffins - a curious auestion of contest - 
the record saying: "Defencant ackmovlecges the having of one 
coffin, and is willing to vay a fair price for it." The 
Plaintiff withdrey the suit. Lon 

In 1824 there began to be suits about canal matters. June 15, 
Cephus Enwks sued George Bellinger for $25 for damages to his 
tat. A jury tr 

The same date John D. Davis sned John Mellick for “50 dameges 
to nroperty "bounded east by the Lake Road and includes the 
dock extencing 120 feet west" - the property where the Ameri- 
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can Hotel stands. The plaintiff got 6 cents damages, and 
Fiel Broclway signed as hsil. 


% 


haniel Rowell were the cormitice 

to arrange for celebrating the 4th of duly. Thoras Telcot? 
was hired to go.to Le Roy for a cannon with which to fire a 
salute. The committee evidently ran stort of money - for oth- 
er 4th of July committees have had that kind of experience = 
as on October 1%th he sued the committee for “8 for craving 
the cannon both ways, and 710 for expenses. le got the "8, 
tut the G10 was disallowed. 


In 1824 William Groves, Ezekiel Ha-mon, Isaac Allen, Acrippa 
ae 
uG 


There were some suits about curious thines. One ma L 
$3 damege for dulling on axe. Another sued for not burning 
charcoal in a skillful manner. And there were numerous suits< 
for the trespass of horses, cattle end hozs. “This class ci 
suits did not become extinct in 1824, ‘“uits for "deception 

in the ssle of a horse," were begun in 1620, and are now heard 
of occasicnallr. ‘ 4 


4 


In 1825 Josish Fish was sued as an overseer cf hig 

neglect cf duty, and nad to pay S10.° Howard Nanley was ean 
overseer of highwavs at ‘he same time. 

Yay 8, 1826, Josenh Sayer sued Susan Sush for %13, for board- 
ing,washing anc mending for tyo chilcren thirteen Weeks . 


Vay 12, 1826, Benjamin Ww, Tammond sued David Benjamin for 
thirty-two bushels of corn at fifty cents per bushel = show - 
ing the value of corn at that cate. - 

Bere ere the names of some vf the persons appearing in Justice 
Swift's book, wno may have lived in Clarkson, or somewnere in 
the vicinity; Nartin C, Witbeck, Ebenezer Gordon, Benjamin W. 
Hammond, John Washburn, James Bus nell, Udward Rugcles, Ira 
Wrieht, Ebenezer Pixley, Calvin Pixley, Aaron Soodnongh Tile 


4 3 | 
liem Johnson, Samuel Stevenson, John Drake, Jr., G. 3 Col- 
lins, Elizur 0. Tillotson, Samuel Stevenson, Will 
rine, Levi Wickson, Chauncey Wicson, Warren Pees 
Walbridge, John Benjamin, David Benjamin, John C. 
liam Stuart, Joseph Sewyer, Alfred Merrill, William Ros 
lard Ross, James “Joleott, Luxe Webster, Joseph Verster, Jom 
seph Webster, Joseph Whitcomb, Jacob Baragar, ‘Villian Foue, 
George Pease, Villiam Alvord, Levi Murray, Henry Ostrander, 
Ashabel Stebbins, Isaac Houston, Daniel Alverson, Daniel Call, 
Pomeroy Stiles, John Clerk, Levi ells, Jonn Cray, Jomn Pow 
ers, Robert Peasley, Gideon Frotringham, David We Hoves, Jo- 
ram Allen, Devid Hunt, \lexander Williams, Zebulon Villians, 
Janes tates, Leonard Bar-er, John “. Perry, Harvey “‘ymoen, Jo- 
seph Kent, Fanjamin Chose, Cyrus Tristol, vOsiah Scott, “il- 
liam G, Forr, Dexter Hinkley, Willard L. Waré, Jabez Davis 
Mnjamin Chacsey, Zoeth Elaridge, Eli Tddy, Reuben FNany, bre 


— 


NE ee See, —=—ee, ee eet 


hised wom ets bas ,OS8f mt surged stew "Yseton sn Yo Sian Siew 


-bisod tot ,£{[S rot den asev? heve toyws2 riqeeot ,dseL °8- 


oofver at ymitsecqs enoeteac sft tuvemoe to semen ett era” 


;-i fs. fetinsd ,noetrevisA Ioinsd ynotvesdh seaet roes 


(-o% pram’ yevisll ¢y7xed i mfot .telast breaved ceote 





































2 a... ; 
bag. ,2opouss ated O@geg BTitintsliqved?® Sea 
{ind es bong te® 
sqcalt offi Saget noma fetiosd .2evord mo tft, 
ec itimoo ent egew {{svoh i Letnasdtst bao tom{s7 4 ant 
>T esmod? .vint to div oft gAtts1dsfes Tot ian 
+ doldwdtiw aonnss:s tot yok o1 of op OPI 
) TO? - yernom to t1ode net yitdebive oot inmmos ost 5 ¢ 
aonefteqxs to Bait tadt Bed evad seetitatoo yict Tage ge 
antwsth 10% % tot setd¢imsoo eft here od dt?l vedosse nots 
OY eft tog eh ,es2eneqze tot OF Bns ,evew dtod nog + 
sbowolleeth esw off oft pe 
toy bet fre mama enO ..eacid? envottus tryofs etive somos ers’ “ee / 
antcoud ton, rot Bove 0 -8xs nc ontiivS tot egeneb 
$itrre sporsrumt etew etott ban tennis Drtffinfte s nt I[sostads 
to eeslo.eif® .erot has eftiss ,eeeTon to eesces1t oft tot 
noltcosebh" sot etic .+S8l nb tonttxs emoved Fon SE edits 


-v'Lenotessoo to 
4 ? [Re 


Tol ,evawielid to roeetevo ms en: bora eew det" mateot VS8L ‘al 7 
mc ecw yolns'! biswol OL yeq ot Sst bas yteb to FoeTseR 
-oniti emcee od;* ts evewdstd to tepetey 


22 uate seotiid? merhliinio owt rot enthnem Bar “pitt fesih gt 


TO? ‘otmsh nee ‘bived bere Soars .W nimstrast ,Ossf (Sew 

- wos = [ofeud tea etmen yitt? ts atoo to eforent owl-yIt : 
-s3s) isd? ts mtoo to eplsy eds gmt 

; fann q 


al etocwemde To ,moawtrsld nt bevil eved-yem-odw .xood balled 
W aitefaod ,nohtrod coxensda. decd EW! Oo ntirelt yilatote « 
stl ,2efogcd biswhl ,ffea‘end eomst. pntudriesW aot Phnom 
-£2\V ,dprrocthood coma evoint? nriivisd .vetxit teseneda’ cae 
“103 of pete ¢ exo rtriol (Hoestevet2 Lowrne rmoeatiot 
tofs iqQhts ere nottey! -toesto Ly. yoorrsdd _moeto LW T : 
-I2V gntnok.O-ndow onimpegel biysd prinetast nfol yegbhrdtaw 
-IMi , e208 me EE BY ott t19M hertih ,t9 ‘pad pee srenve | se 
<ob ,tote“oll riqseot ptetedoW ental i 220 
-owor astitt ,asgeteai doost “duoobiewe dae dtée0 fe 
,TOotsTt20 yInel .ystro tval *pbhrowLA paiscup a 


-voT ritlob-9yst? ndob ‘yallols eMzs£0 ‘rirfa 
-ol genvoil .W bived enorgthttort ooh ttoshi) va fabed 
Reise: i no Ladas pam t lst rae 


~{1¥ ¢tf008 dake 






ater 3! a 
alves a ys ¢DtsW ad yoIviat 
-% _nqsel-aeduee Ler OE: 
Brose. Lonel Sones t meng 

al’ 7 a \ one fr eer eS sence 


> Siw 

- % % ¢ 

= “~4+8 A» ox ? Tw or > 
. 


- i“ » *.2 eal! - : — 
mp Aree Tn 


oy 
, 













a 
ninety-six cods of land.» The price paid yes 200. Th 
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Jacob Zovee, Anenias Brown, Willian seein Silas Hardy Eben- 
S 


ezer R. Hale, lva Sweet, John Green, Benjamin Blake, Stephen 
Coover, waite im Coy, David Beach, Abel Root, Mark Jenne, 
Jenks, Young, Harmon vohnson, Gerris Mead, David Dates, John 
Cc, Arnin, Janes incase Boas Luther H. Vebster, Ransom Odell, 
Qeuben Moon, James Vhite, George Srink, V. ws, Rathburn, Stew= 
erd Bennett, Jonn Cusick, Joseph Kent, Harry Porter, Henry 
Chrisveli, Levi Smith, Zen jamin Hammond, Clerk Thomas, Widlian 
Bailey, Michael Monks, MNsthan C. Hobaess Adin Burt, ee et: 
Clark, Cha ncey C. Smith, Collins Avery, Joseph Clough, D 
fel Holmes, Ichabod A. Rebee, : Sarmel Nichols, Fenjamin L 
Jonn G. Davis, Hiram Ke Cr acken, Thomas Talcott, Charles 1 
Coover, David Yarris, John Zlanchard, David Ne Cracken, Ros- 
well, Beach, Ada: Jacob Chandler, Oliver =. forah, 
Joshua Areston, Philo Hyde, Jemes Farr, oes Hoyt, Dennis 
Haskell, Jerome 4ilen.- : : 


otk 
tos aw He 


Oey 
3 
ty F 
(ca | 
a 
bys 
ft. 
rss 
oO 
ry 
rw) 


okies Brocknerters collect ed the 


™ 1825 Roby & Gould and 
} i tedness, be the eid of the Clerkson 


eleims or paté their incebt 


ee on Oe (justice. 


The Freeman farm vas sold in 1616 for 5196, and as it con+ 
toined one hundred acres it was a lit«le less thane ae an) BeTe. 
Miss Nell Barker has loaned us tvo ceeds that telonsed to her 
father, showing the valve of land in 1825 and 1827. This is 
the period when Clarkson village was pooming, as the trevel 
kad not ret been diverted to the canal, and the lanc brought 
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of the lot which one Ndward'Cranreli Sarnerl Ly seen lal on 1 
Ridge Road, running shence easterly or. Se south line o 
Riézge waraliel six rocs3 thence southerly at right anel 
with the Ridze Road sixteen rods; thenee west terly paral 
the said south I7ne 2f the said Ridge Road six rodss th 
northerly sixteen Trocs a the pl ace of beginning, co 


deed was witnessed by ran are a lawyer. 


1627, Lemuel Hagiell sole 
by ceed that certoin piece of lance 
the Town of Clarkson, County of Monroe «. 
described and nounded as follows: ‘segin: 
corner of the said land of Jemes lade on 
Ridge Road, running thence westerly, Grrr 
Ridce Road "about ten rods to land in posse 

mers thenee northerly atone Said Porter's 
thenee easterly varallel to the north line of ie Eidce 
to said Ladd's land; thence southerly on said Ladd's ve 
to the place of beginning, a See one acre and oe oA 
an secre of land, be the “ame more © less." The pri 
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signed as witness. Recoréed in the coun- 
. Cutler, dep. - cost 88 cents. 


Rice's Corners. 


Te hamlet kmown as Rice's Corners is two and a half miles 
north of Garland. It takes its name, from Nenry C. 2 

had a wagon shoo, vas for many years a justice of t 
and was @ promincn’ and well kmown citizen. 4 furth 
of him will be made in personal sketches. 


It was in the vicinity of Riee's Corners that the Hoores and 
Yoys were pioneer settlers, The locality *nown as the "Voore 
Seitlement™ is hereabouts. In 16809 the first clesring wass 
made and the first log houses built. 


Avay back, end beyond the recollection of persons acy living, 
a school house was Puilt on the then Adam Moore farm, about 
half a mile sovth of the present school house. About the 
same time snother school house was built on the David Hoy 
farm, three fourths of a mile north of Rice's Corners. In 
1352 the school districts were changed, and Rice's Corners be- 
eame the centre of a district, when the present brick building 
| (was erected. 
The business at Rice's Corners has been confined during re- 
eent years to wagon making and reveiring, ané blacksmithing. 
It never had a tavern, About forty years aco Hyron Phelps 
kept a grocery store there. 


In 2248 a Methodist society was organized by the selection of 
«the following officers: Trustees, Joseph Hoy, David Noy, hax- 
‘well Moore, Jacob Hoore, Henry Moore; stewards, Moxyvell loore 
dnd David Hoy; class lesder, John Hoy; clerk, Henry Rice. A 


13 
church was ‘u1ilt the same year that cos 


In-1860 there srose the well remembered trouble in the Metho- 

dist denomination of this section, and the denomination then 

divided into what was then called the 91 Sehool and the teZe 

arites, The Nezarites or Free Methodists in the vicinity of 
pS 


Rice's Corners formed an ozganization by the choice of the 
following trustees: David Hoy, E. Moore, Georges Moore, Rob- 
ert Hoy and David Moore. . Maxwell Moore and David Hoy were =. 
chosen stevarés; George Moore, class leader; and Rev. William 
Naming was the ~estor. HE. #. Meore and Robeot Lor declined 
to connect themselves with the nev society, and remained with 
the old, By agreement the two societies oceupied the ol¢ 
church, each on alternate Sundays, until 1887, when the old 
tuilcing vas torn down, and each society mls a church- for 
ftiself, In the fall of 1687 these churches were dedicated 
(with due cermonials. 
shout Rice's Corners were built fron 
n@ brick 
néustries of the neisnborhcoc. 


The few brick buildin: 
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mhking were importan 
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$afaS Pee. , wba “Personal Sketehes 


tretas “askell, who bought land in 1804, located on what is 
now the John Perry farm, He began by clearing his land and 
poiline s2lt. Fe built « sawmill east of the Lake Road. At 
the election of 1820 he was chosen both a constable and super- 
visor, and was elected supervisor for the two followins years. 
fe was ac*vive éuring the war of 1812, and earned the title of 
colonel. He removed to Joliet, Ill. 


In 1806 Ebenezer Towle became the owner of what is now the 
Fli Crary farm. Aftes the formation of Monroe County he 
served as a denuty ‘sheriff, He removed to Gaines, Orleans 
County, where he died. 


Vatthew A, Patterson came to Clarkson in 1848 from Columbia 
County, . Y. In 1859 he was supervisor of the town. he 
died Dec. 1, 1887, azed 75 years, and was buried in the East 

: (Claritson Cemetery. 
Walter Perry came to Clarkson in the year 1927 ené located on 
what is at vresent the John Reed farm. ‘After living there 
for nine years he removed to north of the Ricse, where he 


‘lived until 1855, when he came to Brockport, and he cied here 


Feb. 17, 1085, azecd 90 years, 


William Cook was born in Milton, Vt., March 16, 1796; was rar- 
ried to Sonhia Suck in 1820; was chosen one of the assessors 
of the town that years in 1832 removed to Sweden, on the now 


Crawford farn; in 1852 removed to Rochester3 then to Clarkson 
for two yesrs; then to Brockport, where he died Sept. 10, 


1886, aced about 91 years. Fis widow cied at Frockport, June 


16, 1888. Both were wried in the Brockport Cameter. 


‘taney Emor died in Clarkson, Jan. 2, 1875, aged 90 years. 


We have given heretofore a sketch of Andrew “Wentworth. Ruth 
S., his widow, died Dec. 18, 1883, aged 81 years, and her rem 
mains were buried in the Nenyon Cometery. 


Isaac Whitney cane from Watertown, Conn., in Clarkson in 1829. 
In May, 1845, he married Martha Ann, daughter of Dr. Elijah 
Rowell, and immediately settled on the farm which he owned on 
the Ladd Road, which beceme in Hamlin by the subdivision of 
the town. In 1870 the family removed to Brocknort, where ne 
died Sent. 4, 1885, ered 62 years, His widow died in Srock- 
port, March 3, 1890, aged 71 years. Both were buried in the 

: PG (Clarkson Cemetery. 

Thirteenth Article. 








Ye have received a very valuable addition to the early histo- 
_vy of the tom, it teing the first town record, for the loan 
of which we are indebted to Mr. Fred. 4. Moore, the present 
fm clerk. In many Tesnects this record is very complete in 
showing by its road district lists vho were the early settlers; 
deseribine the domain of road Gistricts; giving the nemes of 
r of votes 


a 
Cast at general elections; the rules end resulations of the 
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+. The First lection. 








Mme first election, as ve have previously stated, wes held 

Avr. 4, 1820, The record opens in the bold clear writinse of 
Custavus Clark, who vas chosen town clerk, with this introduc- 
tion: "Clarkson, Avril 4, 1820. The first town meeting or 

the town was held this day at the house of Abel Baléwin, ene 
the following town officers were elected." Then followed a 
list of the officers chosen, which ve sudlished a few weels 
aco, it wes then made = rule to appoint pathmasters at the - 
toum election, and which has been followed until within a few 
years, when that cuty was devolved on the commissioner of 
hichways. At this election there were thirty-six: nathmasters 
appointed, indic ting thet the town had that number of road 
districts when set off from the town of furray. The road dis- 
tricts were not described until the next election. ‘The Follow- 
ing were the pathmasters in 1°20: James Leslie, Fatheniel Rov- 
ell, Jonathen Cobb, James Arnold, Albert Salisbury,. Arnold 
Spencer, Josiah Cobb, Thomas Christian, John Elossom, Lionell 
Udell, Jr., Hugh Fosner, David Sanford, Alanson Corvin, Ora 
Beach, Alfred Peak, Nathan Wrisht, George Cusick, Eleazer West- 
eott., Ira Wright, Jemes Billings, Jre, John Lambert, Ir., ¢o- 


seph Latham, Samiel Armstrong, Robert Walker, John D.. Phillios, 


Caleb %. Bowen, Samuel %. Johnson, Jose Parnett,. Wiliiam Coop- 


er, Ephreim 3. Cook, Arad Gilbert, Aaron Hill, Enos Srown, 


Henry Chriswell, George Fease and Thecphilas Randall. 


At this election A% was voted to raise “100 fer the support 
of the poor, and °250 for roads and > 


rieges. It was also vot- 
ed that if any ho? was found runnins et large in the streets 
4ts owner was subdiec’ to a fine of twelve enc 4 hslf cents 
(f 
rs 


or each offinse. 
a 
& 





The meeting adjourned to »e held on the #1 Tuesday cf the 
next April at the house of Aretas haskell. 
Zive Stock Meorks. . 

From the record in the book it is to be inferred that every © 

owner of live stock living in the town was arivileged to sdopt 

a distinctive ear mark for eettle and sheep, onc by having it 

entered in the town book, his enimals could be fully identi- 

fied if they went astray. Uere are some of the recorded 
(marks: 


Samiel Chriswell - a scvare crop off the left ear anc a 
aed ‘ low tail in the right ear. 
Arnold Spencer - 2 svallow tail in the richt esr. 


Curtis.and Ebonezer R. Fale - a half crop off the upper side 
of the rizht ear, 
Jemes Leslie, Jr. - a half crop on the uncer side of the 
a4 ¢ right esr. 
@Onsider Bachelor - a small notch the upper side, ard the 
same the under side of the richt ear. 


‘ 4 us c n 
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Pel-tiah Rogers - a swallow tail in the left ear. 

Elijah Cook, Jr. - a hole in the rizht ear and a slit in the 

mar: x end of the left ear. 

Kathaniel Rovell - a souare crop off each ear and a slit in 
Ts each ear. 

Joel Palmer - a scusre crop off the risht ear and «a swallow 

iat) in the Left .. 


Nathaniel PDagsett - a slit in the left ear. 
William Alvord - a hole through the rizht ear. 


Tae list continues with the followiny names, each having a 
mark different in some respect from those mentioned: Samuel 


Rendall, James Leslie, Jonathan Cobb. Albert Salisbury, Abel 
Baldwin, Isaac Allien, David Forsyth, Zebulon Yilliams, Saruel 
uw, Johnson, John Green, Lyman Warren, Adam Gardner, Sylvanus 
Ferris, Daniel Sholes, David Fates, Jr., Russell Bates, Jonn 
C. Sholes, Georze Pease, Aretas Haskell, Joshua Field, John 
(Cook and Isaac Sears. 
A record was mede of the "strays," as the estray horses, cst- 
tle, sheep and hogs were called. The first was 2 three yeer 
oid gray colt taken up May 18, 1820 by Remington Tayer. In 
Jnne Isnac Alten had taken un a small red cow. Jonathan 
Frosser took up a brindle heifer, Joseph Canaday a red heifer 
two years old, James Leslie a yearling steer, Consider Bache- 
lor one sheep, Zzra Fhillins a bay mare, John lake - red 
yearling steer. The town clerk had a small fee for making 
these and similar entries in the town book, and veople went 
to the town record in search of information about their es- 
{tray animals. 
The Clark Cemetery. 


On the Ridge Road, atout half a mile west of tne Orleans Coun- 
ty line, in the town of Murray, is the Clark Cemetery. It as 
a small cemetery, inclosed on all sites by a stone wall, end 
lixe many other cemeteries produces a big crop of weeds. The 
Asa Clark monum nt is the most conspicuous and best in the 
grounds.. Ezra N,Hill has a monument. Many sersons by the 


Nene of Fill are buried in the grounds, and among the number 
J Sa a 6S = > s = 2s 
appears the inscrintion: "Sarah, wife of Priam B. Hill, died 


April 21, 1822, aced 2: years." She was the wife of a man 
who lived in Brockmort many years lster, and was well known. 


Tyo smell grave stones show the loss o” two children to James 
Seymour, the early Clarkson merchant, a sketch of whose his- 
tory has been given. His wife's name appears to have been ia- 
ria, In 1822 their danzhter Lowise Gied, aged 13 months. In 
1826 James died, aged 11 months. 


David “ait, who bought land in Clarkson in 1815 and was a nio- 


Neer: settler, is turied in this cemetery, end also his wife, 


The tonbstone record is that his wife Rhocsa fied Sept. 28, 
1619, aced 47 years, and that he Sied dune 30, 1828, aged 6u 
years, The Cate of his wife's ceath is the earliest that ap- 


Deers in the cemetery. 
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Fli Uait, of whom we have no history, died Jan 75 ine 8, azed 
68 years, and his wife Abageil died Oc*. 10, 1875, aged "75 
years. Eli was probably 4 son of David ‘wait. 


George rink died Sept. au, 1830, aged 53 years, and his wife 
Doreas Gied Nay 21, 1848, peed Tl sveaers.e . 


ril 16, 1833, a 7 Yecrs. 


= 


Theophnilas Taylor ¢ 
wife Azubah died Ap 


The name of Elijah Tiodgett apnears as one 


D 





ers in the year 180%, Perhaps it should Te been 


who cied Spril 12, 1856, aged 67 vears. 


Among | the inscriptions is that of Fon. Willian James, who 
died April 21, 1833, aged 56 years. Mercy, his 7 

Yarch 25 , 1843, aced 56 yesrs. The Colonel 
veil lmown in Brockport several yeers ago, % 


i 


oe 


Personal Stret« ches 


Lionel We. Udell, who beesme a land purchaser in 1608, and a 
resident that year or the next, lived in a log house on the 
Issee Garrison farm, a little sate ofotke Garrison residence. 
He removed to Marshall, Mich. Fe was a brother of Whelock 
Udell, the father of Ceorse and: Foster Udell. 


Jopn WU. Ferry died mee ae) oni g 
ora C., died Nov. il, 1879 ced 70 
in the Clarkson Cepotery. 


Peter Sillinan eame to Clerkson from 

father of Georce, Lafayette and Charle 

March eae alent aced 76 years. His w 
Shey were buried in t 


ecticut. Fe was the 

1 = Fe died 
eC. 27 EO5L; 

“son Caemeterye 


Qs Ee 
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Peurteonth Article. 


S©decerintion of the road 
the town record, anq the na essed for work in 
each district, is valueble as sreiaae oly were residents at 
that early cate, and fixine very nearly their precise locali- 
Henry Fe Call, who is freauently mentioned, was aout 
the first merchactt, if not the. first, at what is now Garland. 
At an early period the four cornezs there were called Ee 
Call's Corners - thet is before the locality became Known as 
Latdts Corners. Tre Lacd Road was called the Bast Lake Road. 
Brush Creek, the Braddock EBay Road, and Yort Bsyard, are of- 
ten mentioned in the recore. ~The latter was unquestionably 


= @ed in 1821 in 


near the mouth of Sancy Creek, The following is a descrip- 

tion of the road districts in 1821, the nemes of tho Se rated 

for road vork in the districts, ena the figures show the } 
ber of Gays work which each individual wes ‘ac dined to per- 


(form on the roa ads? 
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to, 1 - Begins at Arnold Varthem's vest line on the Ridge 
Roed, (hich vas the Parma line) thence west to Henry He © 
Cali's, thence south to the ( Sweden) town line. Hbhenezer 
Toyle 11, dames leslie 8, das. Leslie, Jr. h, Ber jamin Leslie 
mi 


2, Jorn B, Busnnel? 10, tyman ' Warren 5, James Ladd by 
Blake 3, Adin “art oe "411iam Dickinson ¥, Fenry Me Call 
(Remington Taver 
co 
= 


= 


9 - Pezins at Henry ive Ca is) © dite west to aT aS 
os 


(Clarkson vilt’age). Nathani : 
Acrippa | Furman 6, Joel Palmer ®, ee laverson oa Brekiel 
Yarrion 6, Cideon Tabor Ly) Eaward Chappel c, Miles Moore 4, 
Aprahan Robinson 2, Fatter Smith 2, Rlijah Rovell 10, Harry 
Perter 8, Daniel M. Green 2, Levi Smith "8, Isare Cory 7s Jedu- 
than Freemen 2, Martin C, Whitbeck 8, Mo pis L. Ferris 4 Syl- 
vanus Terris es Martin Ferris 3, Mli Fannibal G, Toseoh Conae 
day 4, Jonathan Prosser 8, Theoderus Johnson 8, Willian 
Croves S,, .rastus Porter 2, Joseph Brace 5, Jonas lain ee 
Joon Pa mer 4, Levis Swift 7, John Hobbs 2, Samuel Durent 2, 
Gistavus Clerk 15, Georce ¢. Ray 2, Williams Johnson a 
3 - Fegins st the four corners by FH. Case's, thence south to 
the (Sweden) town Tine. Witter Steward 7, Levi Jennines 4, 
Joshua Yield 9, Consicer Bachelor ¢, Jom Blodgett 6, Jone= 
hen Cobb 9, John Johnson 6, John Rabeock 2, | Senjenin Andrews 
2, themas Hosner 2, Cibson Coy 2, Sherman Snenesr G, ‘Adam Gard- 
ner 4, Full Case 7, Francis Storm Wy --+---- Powell 2. 


r ig 
to 1 aes ea s north ire. Isace 2. Williazms 10, Moods 
anee 


e 
Freeman 2, luther *reeman 5, Coleman Billings @ John Winesar 
L T. ’ 7T2 2 s oll + 7 : y - Ast = 
6, William Willians ¢ Janos Arnold 5, °eleg Arnold 2, Atel 
Baldwin 22, pee Hewell &, Joel Palmer 10, Abrehem Robin- 


son 2, Acriopa Furmen 5, Joseph Randall 2. 


5 - Begins at “oody Freeman's north line, thence north to Eze 
ra Sim mon's north line. Dennis Haskell 2, Abiel West 6, Blea- 
mr West 2, Joshua Rocky rood 7, Laman Jorpnsen 6, Aretus Haskel 
10, Ronert Pessley 2 Samiel Randell 5, dames fy. vovlin 4, 
John Nowlin 6, Zebalcon Williams 6, Stephen Enapp 6, Jas. bur- 
rows 5, Albert Sauvsbury 6, Isaac Allen 10 Jonn Alten 2, Rod- 
erick He Steward. 9; Tsasc Dresser 2, hzra $irmons 8 Fete 

aS @ 


tan & 


6 - Resins at 2. Simmon's north line, thence north to the 
= 


lake. Andrew went ssorth 6, Hugh Lidéle 3, Hemsom Odell 2, 
John Johnson 5, f>vel Johnson 2, Richard Sturdqvine +; bi chie. 
las Lake 2, “4]iiam Austin 3, Arnold Spencer 5, Cyrus Erigtel 
3, Nathaniel Ferry 5, Curtis’Fale 5, Ebenezer ©. Hale 5, wit 


as Field 2, Daniel Bristol 5. 


7 .j Becins at the four corners hy F. Fe Calt"s, thence north 
to the salt works roed, thence east to the town line. Josiah 
Cobh 8 3, Benjamin Chase 10, Vorace Chase 3, trisl Chase 3, 
Onn Navilerd 4, Ro bert Foy ay Jemes Noy a James Cillis 6, 
“Sry Voore 7, tsrsel Whelen 4, Francis Zliiott 4, Senjemin 


. 
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Folmes 2, Jes. Moore 7, Adam Moore 10, Moody Re Freeman 3. 


8 - Begirs at the salt works, thence north to Samuel A, Per- 
ry's north line. Isaac Sears 6, Warden F. Perry uy Samuel A. 
Perry 6, John Vandewater 4, Samuel Perry 6, Conrad Holmes hy 
Aaron Holmes 5, Aaron Holmes, Jr. 3, Daniel Folmes 2, Peter 
Baregar #, Georse Mizon 4, Thomas Christan 6, Linard Barn 3, 
Samuel Wixon 7, Senjemin Knowlton 3, Jemes Radeliff 2. 


Q - Begins at the north line of S. A. Perry's lot, then 
north to =rush Creek. Robert Brown 6, Isaac Holmes @, 
cey Turnham 3, “illiam Holmes 5, ‘William Fane 6, Samel Smith 
4, James M, Brown %. John Cusick 8, Joremieh Spickerman 7, 
John Yandevater 2, John Sienel 3, thomas Brown 4%, Josiah 
Faieht 7, John Blossom 7, Harvey Wyman 2, SCiceon A. Hosher 3, 
Niles Brown 2, Michrel Mons 5. : 


10 - Pegins at Brush Creek, thence north to the lake. Truman 
Cook 6, Robert Ostrander 3, Yathan Dubois 2. Stenhen Baxter 

- yy TN ? Bat s ? 4 e 3 + 
14, Faward Dubois 2, Jonas W, Dubois 7, Adam Stamburch 2, An- 


Grew Cstrander 2, Lawrence Tornkins 7,) Thomase Wa Yarding 5, 
tfonell Udell, Jr. 6, Asabel Eaxter 5, John Oakes 2, Thomas 
Cownover 6, Curtis Smith 5. - ag a4 


s at J. Hosner's Northeast corner, thence west to. 
cad. Jacob Fosner 7, Hugh Tosner 5, Hicholas Fos- 

ner 5, Nicholas:‘osner 5, Yicholas Hosner, Jr. 4, Jeremiah 

Fosner 3. That was very much of a Hosner road district. 


12 — Serins at Stevhen Baxter's northeast corner, tse lot on 
evi 


which he resices, thence east to the town line. Levi Wedster’ 
apyears to have been the only farmer in the Gistrict, and he 


was put down for 6 days work. 


13 - Recins at Levi Webster's northeast corner, thence east 
to the town line. Russell Baxter 4, Alvin Cutridge 4, Oliver 

; 2 (Carpenter 5. 
1k —~ Begins at the four corners hy Trunan Cook's, thence west 
to-the road running by Sayres. ra’ Beach 5, James Thorp hy 
Billa Cook 4, James Spencer 3, Allen Beach h. 


15 - Bézins-at the four corners by Truman Cook's, thence east 
to the town line. Samiel Peak 5, Alfred Peak 3, Abel wait 5, 
(Stephen Wait 2. 

16 — Begins at John Cusick's northeast corner, thence east to 
the town line. Nathan Yricht 8, Aaron Goodnough 3; Jonathen 
Gocdncusn t+, James Goodnouzh +. 

17 — “esins at the northeast corner of Robert G. Cusick's lot 
on the East Lake Road, thence west to the Lake Road. Peter 
Cusick 4, John D. Phillips 6, Isaac Holmes 3, Benjemin ‘an- 
Gall 3, Jedediah Williams 5, Ceorge Cusick 4. 


# 
18 ~ Bering at Samuel Perry's southeast corner, thence west 


aT) 
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to the Lake Road. Phillinv Fovee 6, “Isaac Randall 6, Joseph 
Sawyer 3, Jeremiah Sawyer 3. 


19 - Begins at C, Burnhem's northeast corner, thence west to 
the sewmill. Ira Wright 8, Benjemin Faling 12, Josizh Mosier 

(8. 
20 = Begins at J. Vandewater's northwest corner, thence east 
to the town line. No names are civen. 


21 - Begins at Finch's sawmill, thence north to the road by 
Billa Cook's. Josech Edtpom 5; Leonard Kingsbury 4. 


92 - Besins et S. A. Perry's southeast corner, thence east to 
the town line, Sonn Countryman 4, John Lambert 8, John Lan- 

pert, Jr. 3, Abraham Comtrims ni, John Countryman 2, Joseph 

Fnowl ton 4, Moses Johnson 4, erie Freenan fh. 

23 = Be ins at Brown! s corners, thence vest to the Lake Road. 
Thomas O'Srien 5, Semel Armstrong 4, David Benjamin 2. 


o, — Becins at Arnold MNarkham's west line, thence east to the 
town line, thonce north to the Braddoct's Bay Road, Arnold 
Markham 6, ‘lelter Dillinzs 10, John Moore 5, Robert Walker 5, 
eee P. Collar 5, Denjanin ood 8, Jonathen VW, Stiles hy 

gra Phillips 6, “enjemin Rull 5, Cyrus Norton 2, 


25 - Meeins Gtid., Ete 
East Road. The nem 

Celeb Bowen are giv a 
number of days are nsre 


outhvest corner, thence to the 
jnraim Crary Joseon Preston end 
sidents of tne district, but no 
= 


26 - Resins at the f 1ers by A. Baldwin's, thence west 
hah. Getecham's. Davi rsyth 10, Henry Ketchan 79 Peter 
Miller 10, thomas Chrfewell 6, Firan Me Cracken 9, Rovert le 
Cracken 6, Josexh He Cracken 3, Jobn, P. Bliss .3,,Semuel ¥V. 
Johnson 5 Thomas Talcott Dy Thomas Simmons 2, Phillip Boss 5, 
Lermel Haskell hk, Ella Y. Boss 3, William Alvor¢ a Aaron GC. 
. 2, Sylvester bAigéed 6, James Seymour 15, Jeber I Daves 36 


a 


a] 
de ¢ 
Xs 

a 3 


27 — esins at H, Ketcham's, thence west to the town line. 
Willian Snafford 8, Jose Barnet 3, John Farwell 4, Jonn Far- 
well 2nd 8, Nathaniel Daggett 4, t4liiam B. Warden 5, David 
Perrizo 6, "DSHAeL Brown 2, Se ubet Prown 39 Jeremiah Acker 4 
Orlo Fuller 4, Pelatiah Rozers 8, Seth Byam 6, Nathaniel 
Brown 6, Thomas Clark 3, Nehemiah Gilman me 


? 


28 - Bezins at the Ridce near H. Ketcham's, thence south to 
the town line, H=lijan Cook 7, Ira Crauford 4, Sarmel Mead 2, 
Ah \ =F. S43 - : 
el Eonnet 4, © jem Potter 3, Edward Kane 3, Alpha Burling- 
ame 33 os Clark a) Tionel if, Udell i Iva Fill 8, Ephraim 


i 
1 


sag Pegins et Arad Gilbert's, thence west to the towm line. 
‘rad Gilbert 14, Paade Harding 4, William Coy 2, Crrus Cil- 
(bert 2, Eli “helen 5. 


=; hits rE srigLh ,£ esl brswht a Yetto? metiir Pets 5 ie! 
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Th a 


30 - Begins at the Ridge near E. Fe Cracken's, thence north 
to John M. Fuller's south line. Aaron Hill 4, Samel Chris- 
? : (well 6. 
< AES 2egins by John M. Fuller's south line, thence north to - 
the north line of the Cole lot. John 3lake 5, Widiiam,Blake 
2, William Bleke Jr. 4, Enos Brom 4, Thomas Cusing Y, 


32 - Begins at the Lake Road nesr R. Sturdevant's, thence 
west by J. Sayres' to the west road, thence south to the Cole 
lot. vohn Eddy a S 


mes Sayre 8, Elias Darby 6, Samuel Cif- 
th, ant--—= Delano |, 


33 - Begins at the Ricge near I. Brown's, thence north to the 
lake, CGeorce Fease 10, William Wilsie 6, William Vilsie Jr. 
5, Daniel Shoals 4, David Bates ll, John C. Shoals 5, James 
Bateg 8, David Ive 5, Abner Colby 2, John Colby 6, John 
Green 5, Joseph Darby 4, Ira Gilbert 4, Enoch Fmt 3, James 
Hayuord 6, Osce Vbester 1C, James “hitney 7, Joserh L. Uunt 6, 
Benjamin Comstock 6, Asa Cross 4+, Alanson Thomas 10, Peter 
Beagle 5 William Nichols 6, John Clark 4, Talcott sates 3, 
Orlando f, Green 4+, Nathaniel Brown Jr. 8, Benjamin Saker 6, 

ind uintit 3 (Russell Bates 8. 
34 = Fegins at the west road on the southeast corner of Cal- 
vin Freenan's lot, thence vest to the town line. Ori Switeh- 
ell 5, theorhilus Rendall 5, Colvin. Freeman, 7, “Noah Preast 6, 


‘ 


Francis Fart 6, Jonathan Clark 4. = 


35 - Pegins at the Lake on the wes% tine of the town, thence 
south to the Sandy Creel. Vorey Slmore 8, Sarmel Bates 7, | 
fouard Manley 6, James 

Liar Cl acly Fie ASabel, 52 
ey 4, Asa Ross 5, Caleb Clark 
(4, Alpheus Elmore 2. 


a6 
6 


ee 
Q 
O 
3 
t 
Ww 
~“ 


mn ws 


1 
Stephen Clark 2, Samel T. Gail 


lia Fifteenth Article. 

A yeek ago we fave a cGescription of the road districts, all 
of whose roads had teen opened prior to the setting rokih iaet a Pa 
the town from the town of Murray, except two of the rosd dis- 


tricts mentioned. ‘The first of these tvo was establis’:ed Auge 
ust 19, 1820, and according to the record "begins at a stake 
in the centre of the Ridge Road atout forty rods west of | 
James Leslie's esst line, thence south to the south line of 
the town." This was probably the road from Garland south to 
the Sveden line. <uscust 24, 1820, the commissioners of the 
towns of Sweden and Cl=rkson, opened a road "beginning at the 
centre of the middle Leake Road -nd on the line of lots of jAn- 
son Hammon and Joshua Field, - rumning thence east on the line 
of lots intersecting the east Lake Road." Thas was the Town 
Line Road from Wilxies! Corners east to the Ladd's Road, It 
will be observed that the "middle Lake Road" is spoken of = 
the present Ladd's Road being called the “ezst Lake Road," 


and at the veriod under consiceration that the Redman Rozd was 


Cagted the'west Lake Road," mas Case, Jr., was the surveyor, 
and Isaac Allen end Jonathan Cobb, the commissioners, ho laid 
ont the roacs sentioned. 
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On the 19th of April, 1822, the cormissioners of highways for 
Clarxson and Murray met at the house of Edwin Perry, in Hur- 
ray, anc divided ae road district between the two towns 
south of the Ridze as follows: For Clarkson, beginning at 
the Ridre Road and runs south to Abraham Randolph's south 
line; for Murray, tegins at the Abraham Randoloh's south line 
anc runs south to the town line, 


June 1, 1822, « road was surveyed from the "west Lake Road" 
on the. south line of Sections 5 and 6 to the main Lake Hoad, 


The same date a road was surveyed oo the line or Sweden 
near the Widow Sanford's to the Cilbert Roads 


The main Lake Road was deserined as beginnins at the south 


line of the toyn and running north to the south bank of the 
Sandy Creek in the village or Port Bayard 


April 19, 1823, "on the vetition of twelve reputable freehold~ 

ers," a road was laic out beginning at the southeast corner 

of Mr. Blossom's lot in the centre of the "east Lake Road," 
and ee west to cooperate with a road previously laid out 

on the south line of the Lot owned by Isaac Ranceall. 


May 16, 1828, a roed was laid out beginning in the centre of 
the Lake Road a short distence from the south bank of Sandy 

Creek anc rumnins to the south shore of the Lake, said road 

to be three rods wide, . 


Tne followins appe 
1835: Beginning 4 
north to the south 
Corners, the road 





rs to be the Dralce Roady laid out Farch 31, 
the north line of the Ridge Road, thence 

line of the road runnine vest from Seachs' 

to be three rods wide. 


There were many other rosé lay outs, but as the descriptions 
are by lot and section numbers, they would not be uncerstood 
if given, The width of but few roads are wentioned, but as 
those are all three rods, 4t is reasonable to suppose that 
that was the standard width. The Lake Road, or centrel Lake 
Road was laid ovt 711 the vay from Le Roy to the north four 
rods or sixty-six Peet wide, and where it is not now that 
width it has been encroached uron. Hany roads were onened 
through the forests in a crude vay, and were used as hishvays 
Ee several yeers before they were surveyed and recorced. 


"fi 


Road Districts in 1836. 
The last time the road @istricts were recorded was March 22, 
1836, when they were thus describved: 


l - From the town line east to He Call's Corners, thence souti 
-to town line, including the. road south from the Ridre through 
Ms. Phillin! s farm to the town line. 
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9 - From Eli Hannibal's east line to Willian Grove's east 

‘ } % (line e 
3 - From Williem Grove's esst line west to the four corners, 
thence rorth to the north line of Section 10. | 


4 - From David Forsyth's west line east to Clark & Martin! S$ 
store, thence south to the town line. 


5 = rom David Forsyth's west line to William lake's east 
(line. 
tt's east 


e's 2 
H. Lovejoy's 


6 = From Villian =lal 
line, and inelucing 


sst line to Simeon Dageg 
C ag ° 
to the north lin 


rumiing north by J 
milton lot. 


k 
the 
or the 


e 
roa 
Hay 


=n 

if 
Qa 
= 


97 = Trom Simeon Dagget's esst line to the town line, Shenece 
(north one mile. 
8 - From the town line on the Ridge south to Alvah Wood's 
(south line. 
Arad Gilbert's west line to the town line. 


Be) 


“9 - From 
10 = From the Ridge by J. H. Lovejoy's south to the town line. 


- From the north line of the Mamilton lot north to the 
(Sandy Creek. 

12 - From the Sandy Creek north to the red schoolhouse, in- 

cluding a road on the north Line of L. H. Webster's Lot. 


1 


ji 


13 - From the northwest corner of the Rh. A. Bates! lot by 


Jonn Holmsn's to the lake. 
1: — From the red schoolhouse west to the town line. 


15 - From the four corners nesr Frs. Randall's on the town 
line north to the Lake. 
16 - From the northeast corner of Ambrose Hoffman's lot west 
(to the town line, 
17 - From the northeast corner of Caleb Richardson's lot west 
. ¢ to the town line. 
18 ~ From the red school house north to the Lake. 


19 ~ From the Ridge Ses Elijah Drake's north to the road 
Tunning west from Deach's Corners. 


20 - From the road runnirse west from Seach's Corners north 

to the Plake Settlement to intersect a road running by Aaron 
(Garricus’. 

21 ~ From the north line of R. Brown's lot south to Asron Sut- 

Dhins', thence south to Read “District Agee 


_ 22 = From the southeast corner of Lot 1, Section 7, Town 5, 
grortherly to the east line of L, Hw Webster 


_ 22. From the north line of Section 10, Town + to the north 
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Clarkson - uT 


line of Section 11, Town 4 west to the Blake Settlement. 


o - From the north line of Section 11, Tom 4 to the north 
line of Town 4 including a road vest from the Salisbury school- 
house to the west road. 


25 - From the north line of Town 4 north to the Boughton 
(schoolhouse. 
6 - Fron the Toughton schoolhouse north to the Lake. 


97 = From the sonthvest corner of the Foughton farm east one 

(lot. 
08 - From Eli Hannibal's east line east to Me Call's Corners, 
thence north to the north line of Lot 6. 


29 = From the south line of Lot 6 to S. A, Perry's north line. 
9 


From S. A. Perry's nerth line to the south line of rush 

: (Creek. 
1 = From the south bani: of Bush Creek north to the Lake, in- 
luding a road on the north line of Lot 4. 


Ss st corner of Parton Crother's lot north 
ine.of Baste. * o 

O east corner west one lot, thence 
s ard west to the Lake Road. 


3+ = From the centre of L, Webster's lct north to the lake. 
35 = From the northwest corner of Lot 10 east to the town line. 


36 =. From S 
e 


Daxterts northeast corner east to D. Sen- 
ford's, th nt 


to Db. Vebster's, thence east to the town 
(line. 
37 - From the four corners dy Hrs. G. Dubois! Ict east to the 
(town line. 
38 - From the four corners by Seynour Pond's west line to the 
;  (isake Road. 
39 - From the southwest coruer of “Willian Kane's let cast to 
the road by A. Goodnough's, thence north to the roac by N. 
Wright's, thence east to the town line. 





49 = From the southeast corner of S. Spickerman's lot, vest 
a (to the Lake Road. 
hy . From the northeast corner of Isaac Sears’ lot west to the 
2 (Laxe Road. 
40 — From S. Blosson's southeast corner west to the Leke Road. 


43 = From John Spratt's northwest corner eart to the town line. 


gt 7 Fron the southeast corner of BN. Smit z 
(rosd by Cre Beach. 
LS ~ From the southwest corner of 3, A. Perry's east to the 
town line. 
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46 - From the north-east corner of Lot 6 west to the Lake Roac, 
including a road running north from neér H, Porter's to Dis- 
49 - From the southwest corner of Lot 6 east to the town line. 


48 = From the lake shore south to the southwest corner or 2s 
(Hiscock's lot. 
49 - From the schoolhouse near Gad Wright's south to his 
wits ? (south line. 
50 -- Fron the south line of Michrel Roberts' south to the 
southeast corner of R. Knapp's lot. 


51 - From the northeast corner of Lot 1 west to the northvest 
“wad | i (corner of said lot. 
52 - From the southeast corner of Henry Moore's lot west to 
(the Lake Road. 
53 - From Ira Iright's north line on the Cusick Roed south to 
ae {the Blossom Road. 
5 - From Arnold Marihamts south-east corner north to the 
ro2d running by Stephen Monroe's. 


55 = From the Lake Road by Moses Nash's east to the east Lake 
ann - 0 Onn  (Rosd. 
Sixteenth Article. 


The very first settlers $n Clarkson did not locate at vhat 
properly may be ealled the village, and which ve are now to 
consider. cody Freeman, the first settler, located tyo miles 
north. T“oah Oven, who bought lend in 1805, and becene a resi- 
dent that year or next, was 2 practicing shysician, anc was 
practicing as late as i811. Fe lived in a log house that 
stood 2 fey rods south of John Reed's, which was reyviaced by 
a frame structure, and which wac torn down a fev years af0- 


‘He wes the first physicien. Dr. Abel Baldwin kept a hotel at 


en early date in a frame building that stood where Mr, Rellin- 


s 
ger'zesices, which was removed and now forms part ot the resi- 
dence of Mrs. Andrews. The present brick hotel was Tuilt in 
1817, The same year vames Seymour built a potashery about 
where the Raymond mill stends. ‘The first Garrison house was 
buizt in 1818 for Joshua Field. That year a house was built 
for Winter Stevart where the Scofield house is located. We 
have previously stated that Dea, Joel Palmer Dousht out James 
Sayre in 1811, which purchase was a lot and log hovse. In 
that house the Deacon lived until 1827, when he built the 
brick house in which he cied. Gustavus Clar: in 1815 built 
the store and the house, both of brick, on the southeast cor- 
ner of the four corners, both of weich are standing. Near the 
Clark store was a log tavern, perhaps antedating that of Dr. 
Baldyin, kept by a man named Stevens. the southvest cor- 
ner vere a blacxsmith shop anc Gwelling house. The house was 
Fenoved, Bid “several ‘years ago was occupied by David Rogers. 
David Forsyth >uilt the first part of the Matthew A. Patter- 
Son house, and he lived there for a time. Dr. Nathaniel Rov- 
ell first occunied 2 house that stood where the church parson- 
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bi s a ?: 
age sterds. Dr. Bzekiel Harmon lived about where Urs. Shev- 
nerd resides. Jonathan Cobb occupied a frame A@welling that 
stood where Clark Alten lives. 


stevart & Field - Frederick R. Stewart and Joshua Field - had 
a store where the Rockwell house stands, which huildine was 
removed, and a few years ago was used as a dwelling by J. KH. 
Povee. lhe first school house, built in 1811 or '12, stood 
nesrly opposite the Pinney plece. Consicer Rachelor lived in 
a log house about where Charles A, Perry resices. John “Lod 
gett located near the present Blodgett mill, enc built a grist- 

(mill there. 
The first lawyer was Francis Storms, who came in 1817, ‘The 
next was William Groves. Then followed Col. Jewett, John Bow- 
man and Henry R. and Samuel Selden. 


Fefore there was any chuzch organization services were held 
in the schoolhouse. Rev. Yilliam James is mentioned in cor- 
nection with early religious services. ‘The following is a 
history of the first church organization: 


bers: Joel Palmer, “reodore “llis, Mary Perry, Polly Day, 
Polly Rice, Phebe Palmer, Patience Ellis, inna Swift, John 
Phelps, Celvin Green, Mary ie Cracken, Desire Vheland, Laura 
White, Charlotte Cumuinrs, Sally Red, and Betsey “helps. 

Joel Falmer and Lev: Smith were the first deseons. Nov. 15, 
1816, Rev. Gzra Yooduorth was installed pastor. The services 
of the society vere held at the schoolhouse. The church was 
built in 1925, and is stated to have cost *%,500 - an apparent 
error, as limber at that time was very low, and labor now very 
hich, The church has been remodeled and improved since it was 
buiit. In 1856 or 1857 not less than $2,000 were expended in 
improvements, end in 1862 it had another overhauling. © 


Prickmeking was begun in 1815 by a man named Hamm, anc ‘hen 
commencea the construction of brick buildings, wrich are quite 
numerous and all built of brick made in the tom. Dr. Rovell 
engaged in the business a little later, and many others fol- 
lowed the industry as there was a demand in the town or at 
Brockport. At first wood cost delivered seventy-five cents 
per cord, Hemlock lumber sold et from 3+ to 55 per thousand 
feet, All the clay was not used up that is bad for rosds but 
good for brickmaking, and Mr, Parker is going for the balance. 
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Seventeenth Article. 


The first town election in the year 1820 was held at the 
house of Abel Paldvin. “e have already given the names of 
the nerson¢e chosen o“ficers at that slection. The second 


Faskell, when the following persons were chosen officers: “Su- 
vervisor, Aretas Maskell; town clerk, Gustavus Clarks 


—— tl Oe 
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ors, Levis Swift, Roceric: &. Stewert and William Clerk; col- 

lector, Elijah Cook, Jr.; overseers of poor, Lewis Swift and 
| Arad Gilbert; commissioners of highways, Ze*vlon Villiams, 
‘din Manley ané John Blossom; constables, Elijah Cook, Jr. 
Erastus Porter, Villian Clark and Aretas ‘Haskell; Cormmission- 
4 ers of common schools, Sistavus Clark, Theorhilas Randall and 
favard Channell; inspectors of common schools, Nathaniel ow- 
) ell, Williem Sroves, Ssdeon Tabor, Levis Swift end Ezekiel 
Farmons pound master, *blijah Rowell. At this election a Tine 
of twenty-five cents wes fixed for each hog running at lerge 
petween Avril Ist snd November Ist. 


+ the house ef Aret 
i eers vere chosen as 
} year previous, except as noted, trum n Cook superceded Roder- 
ick R. Steward as assessor; Stevhen Baxter end Abel “aldwin 
superceded Adin Vanley and Jehn “lossom as commissioners of 
highways; isaac Allen sunereeded ired Gilbert as overseer of 
the poor; “illiem Clark, "oenezer Towle and Alanson Cor ’in 
were chosen constables; “William Croves snd Dennis Hastell supe 
ercececd Theophil=s Randall and Sdwarc Chapnell as cormmission= 
ers of schools; but three insvectors of cosiien schools were 
hosen, Elijah Rowell, Ereliel Harmon and Abel Baldwin, and 
Thomas “alcott vas chosen pound keener. I* was voted to raise 
S900 for the poor, and “150 fer the support of the common 
schools. Thcse vere the cays of rate bilis = each family pay- 
o se 


RE 


. oe 
yernor, lieutenan® governor, four senators for the g 
senatorial district, a member of covsress for the 27th di 
trict, three members of assembly, a sheriff, four coroners 
ané county clerk. The election on each day was held at a 
ferent place - elways one cay at Clarkson village, someti 
at Redman's Corners, sometives at Deach's Corners, often a 
what is now Hamlin Certre, once in a while at Thomas Milis and 
Kane's Corners. At the end of three days the insnectors foot- 
ed up the votes, and made a record and returns. It will be ob- 
served that on each ticket tnere were the names of four candi- 
dates for senators, 2nd three for members of assembly, The 
following is a record of the vote: 


ing. according to the number of “ays sent t hool. 

The first record of & genet: 1 election is made November 7, 
1222. when a three days vote head been telen for canfidstes foi 
go the eighth 


fa 


adi 
RUSS 
+ 
uQ 


For governor - Joseph C. Gates 182. 
For lieutenant governor - Fenry Funtington 135, Brastus Root 45... 
For senator - Asa lee Davidson 138, Zlizur Vebster 135, James 
Ganson, 135, Calvin Filmore 122, Joseph Svencer 31, Hemsn J. 
Redfield 3%, Timothy a. Porter 34, David Tasen 33. 
For representative in concress - Noses Nayden 139, John EF. 
(Sones 36. 
el B, Bradley 
genh Sibley 37, 
am Croves I. 
<7 cae ©. 
atterson 23. 


5 


: 7 = : ae 

f = memher of acsembly - John Eowman 175, 
£ 1 3, Simeon Stone 2nd 135, Ezra Sheldon 40, ai 
Jes 


Tor sheriff - Solomon Close 141, Henry Fellow: 
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For coroner - Major EH. Smith 180, Reuben Wiley 143, John Gar- 
putt 143, Villieam Cobb 143, Nathaniel Negus 37, John Armstrong 
37, Oris E. Gibbs 37. | . 
Tor county clerk - S$, Melancton Smith 129, Elisha Ely 48. 


The political parties vere not very evenly divided in Clark- 
son at this date. The average Democratic vote was 143, and 
(the Whig 27. 
The next town election was hel’ at the house of Abel Balévin 
April 1, 1623. The number of votes cast as a whole or for tle 
respective candicates is not given. The follor 
were elected: Supervisor, Gustavus Clarks town clerk, HEzelki- 
el Harmon; assessors, “litter Ssevard, William Dic! 
William Cooper; collector, Elijah Cook, Jr.3 overs 
poor, Isasc Allen and Lowis Swift; Commissioners of highways, 
Issac Allen, Calvin Freeman auc Josiah Goff; commissioners of 


“schools, Custavus Clark, Gideon Tabor and Pennis Faskell; 


school inspectors, William Groves, Natheniel Rowell and John 

F, 4liss; constavles, Ebenezer Towle, Alanson Corbin and Eli- 

jah Cook, Jr.3 pound keene John Palmer, By vote the suner- 
1 


Ty 
visor was cirected to collect from Joshua Field "meney raised 
some years ago to procure weights and measures." . 


April 6, 1824, the next town election was held, when the pre- 
vious oificers were chosen with the excentions noted. “ebu- 


lon “Williams and ‘Jilliam Clark were substituved for Villiam 
Dicttinson and William Cooper as assessors: Thecdorus Jonnson 
Was substituted for Lewis Swift as overseer of poor; new con- 
missioners of highveys, Josiah Cobb, Aretas Haskell and Yil- 
liam Tompkins; constables, Alanson Corbin, Ebenezer Towle end 
John Redman; commissioners of schools, Sustevus Clark, =lijah 
Rovell and Horace Chases school inspectors, ‘filliam Groves, 
Ezekiel Harmon enc Abel Baléwin. It was voted to raise all 
the school money that the law allowed, and 550 for the sunnort 
' (of the: poor. 
Town officers chosen April 5, 1625: Su»yervisor, Aretas Has- 
kell; town clerk, Custevus Clarks assessors, Henry Ketchan, 
Benjamin Chase end David Forsyth; collector, Theodorus John 
son; overseer of poor, Isaac Allen anc James M, Clarks commis- 
Sioners of highways, Josiah Cohb, foswell YW. Green anc Henry 
Porter; comstables, Theodorus Johnson, Silla Cook end Samuel 
Udell; commissioners of schoo's, Abel Peldwin, “William Groves 
and Isaac Allen; school inspectors, Gideon Tabor, Firan lake 
ané Elijah Rowell. It was voted that the inspectors and come 
missioners of schcols have seventy-five cents per cay when em- 
Ployed. It was -lso voted to raise $1°0O for the suncort of 
the poor, and that the-next town election be held at the inn 
Occupied by Silas Walbridge. The pathmasters were appointed 
at the town election cach year. 
Cn November 7th, Sth, and 9th, 1825, an election was held to 
determine the manner of choosing president and vice president - 
Dtohably a constitutional amendment - with the result thus 
Stated: For "by districts" 165,"by general ticket slurality" 
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40.. Perhaps some of our readers can tell the purpose of the 

(vote. 
The town record wes annually filled to the extent of four or 
five pages with the lay out of roads, a list of estrays, and 
described live stock marks, Some of the stock must have been 
considerably cut up. Here is a specimen for the stock of H. 
Kimball: "Three notches on the under side of each ear." All 
of the stock should have gone estray, and probably would have 
hed it known how it wac to be cut up with marks. 


Bishteenth Article. 


The Blossom Cemetery is situated on the Hamlin and Clarkson 
town line, a few rods west of the Ladd's Road, and about half 


‘a mile from East Hamlin, previously known as Kane's Corners. 


This ground was first opened as a burial place in 1842, seven 
years before the town of Clarksen was Civided. It then con- 
tained about an acre of lands; but additions have since been 
made on the north and east, and now the cemetery embraces an 
area of sorething over tvo acres. This cemetery is pleasant- 
ly situated on a gentle elevation, and all but a small por- 
tion cf it is at all seasons of the year free from water. It 
contains several excellent monuments, that of Dr. Josenvh 
Pease being the largest and anosrently the most expensive. 
The ground is kept in better condition than the average of ru- 
(ral cemeteries. 
The first burial in this cemetery vas the remains of Thomas 
Williams, who died Sept. 22, 1845, aged 46 years. He came to 
Clarkson from Sandlexe, ". Y, There is a stone bearings an 
earlier date than that mentioned of Thovmas Williams - that of 
George C., son oF Dorothy Deadleston, June 30, 1825, aged 17 
ught from sore other cemetery, as i+ is 
dated twenty vecrs before the establishment of the “lossom 
: (Cemetery. 
John Cummings was one of the pioneer settlers. Fe *ought 
Land in 1811, ané doubtless came that year or the next. At 
the time of his dezth he lived on a farm subseauently owned 
by one of the Molcombs. He died January 29, 1854, aged 75 
years, and misi have been thirty years olc when he came into 
the town. His widow, Martha Cummines, cied Farch 29, as 85 
yearse 
William Keane, after whom Kane's Corners wes nemed, died lovem- 
ber 28, 1763, aged 75 years. 


William Plass -— a man who lived to be almost 100 years —- died 
March 1, 1867, aged 97. His wife Sarah had died Sept. Ven 
1853, eged 73 years. ~ 7 : 


Jeremiah Spiclkerman died March 19, 1855, aged 66 years, and 
his widow Martha died Nov. 3, 186%. 


Hannah, wife of Reuben Quivey, died July 1, 1868, paper 
: yeearse 
John Shank died May 26, 1859, aged 6% years. 
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pavid Erwin died Aucust 16, 1860, aged 67 years, and his widow 
Mary died April. 4, 1871, ased 65 years. 


Rachel, wife of Levi Thompson, died April 6, 1852, ag 


Benjamin Clark died Feb. 8, 1855, aged 56 years. 
Aaron Ingham died May 27, 1869, aged 67 years, and his widow 
fpace died Dec. 10, 1876, arsed 73 years. 


Daniel C. Simmons died Dec. 30, 1880, aged 7+ years. 


Merrick Groves, a native of Brimfield, Mass., died June 11, 
1875; azed 93 years. His widow died recently at Brockport, 
and her remains were buried in the Tlossom Cemetery. 


Jacob Fishbaugh died March 20, 1877, asec 77 years. 
Fenry Quivey died March 23, 1879, aged 61 years. 
James Finds died June 12, 1864, azed 72 years. 
Amasa D. Walker died Sept. 7,; 1872, aged 58 years. 


Talcott Bates died May 7 1858, ased 69 years. Rhoda, his wide 
ow, died June ¥, 1835, a 


Johr. Simmons died August 1, 1872, aged 76 years, ané his wid- 
ov Margaret died June 17, 18°4, aged 82 years. 


Daniel Hamil died Avril 18, 1857, aged 77 years. 
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Nineteenth Article. 


r Tast Clarison embraces avout two acres of 
pleasantly located, and will yield a fair 
crop of hay, i + has not very recently been gathered. 
There is nothine peculiar about the ground except its outline - 
the form of 2 big bottle with its mouth towarc the road. 
There does not apvear to be any record of the early nistory 
of this cemetery, which was doubtless the second one ovenea 
in the town, the first being that west of Clarkson village. 
This mich is mown, that the grond was given for a burial 
Dlace by Elder Ely Hannibal, from the northwest corner of his 
farm, (now the Daniel C. Freeman farmj),and at first included 
about one acre. The deed of the Hanribal farn is dated May 
20, 1816, and it was doubtless about this time, but possibly 
earlier, that the first yurials were made. Several years ago 
the grounds were enlarged to their present dimensions by pur- 


The cemetery n 


land, is dry a 


eS 


Chase of land on the west from Irad C. Crary, and on the south 
from Daniel C, Freenan. 


This cemetery contrins the remains of many persons identifi 
with not only the early settlement of the town, but with it 
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prosperity erd sood fame. It is seldom that a rural cemetery 
of similar domain has so large a nunt-7 of tasty monuments as 
adorn this one. ‘they number about thirty-five, and several 
of them - the ‘isdhams and Prosser columns particularly - are 
expensive memorials, , 


Elder Ely hannibal, the founder of the cemetery, is entitled 
to the honor of the first plece in its written and printed 
histcery. Eis history vrior to locsting in Clarkson is not as- 
certainabdle. He paid in 1816 “190 for one hundred acres, be- 
ing less than °2 an acre, He was not only a farmer, but a 
Free Will Baptist preacher. His fame as an active man, and 
wielding lerge influence, still abounds. In his day his sect 


was called "Free Will Paptists," and the other Baptist sect, 
"Close Communion Baptists." Elder Hannibal solé his farm, and 
devoted the latter vart of his life wholly to treaching. He 
was instrumental in establishing several chureh orgsanizotions,. 
He lived to he 97 years of age. He died in the town of Carl- 
ton, Angus* 28, 1876; his funeral was held at the East Hen- 
dall Church, and his remains were buried at East Clarkson in 
the place given by him for cemetery purposes. His wife, 
Clarissa %,, died Dec, 27, 1844, avzed 54 years. 





Mis daughter 4manda died July 17, 1841, aged 19 years. Tis 
daughter Clarissa C,. Died dime 31, 1842, aced 16 years. A 
son Alburtus $., died Varch 31, 1651, azed 38 years. His son 
Fansom died duly 3, 1654, ased 37 years. Wis son Lorenzo P. 
died in 1882, aced 67 years. Fis son Ferdinendé G, died March 
4, 1884, aced 65 years,. It is a conspicuous line of head- 
stones that mark the zraves of his large family. Besides 
there are the graves of his children's children an? other fane 
(ily connectior 
The earliest date that is fovnd on a grevestone im this ceme- 
tery is that of Sent. 12, 1613, the death of Patty, the firs 
wife of Sylvanvs Ferris, It is not orobable that she died in 
Clarkson. Sylvanus Ferris cied Oct. 1+, 1828, ased 66 years. 


= 
His second wife Lydia > azed 57 years. 

Eer srevestone bears this record: "Lyd born in Chester, NH. 
Ee, 4ug. 12, 1751, was the first female settler in Clarkson." 
The inscription does not give the year that she came to the 
town, but it mist have been as early as 1804 in order for her 
to have been the first woman settler. 


A 
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| Adam, Henry and James Moore, who were brothers, came to Clark- 
f son from Albany County, ™%. Y. in the year 181C,. They located 
about two miles north of Carland, and the neighborhood became 
Mew as the "Moore Settlement." From the Ridge Road to 

their land they cut a road throuzh the woods, and thus opened 
in 1810 the south end of the Ladé's Road. They vere reputable, 
industrious and thrifty people. All the Moores in Clarkson 
are their descendants. Adam Moore, the oldest of the three 
brothers, died April 21, 1846, azed 75 years, and was buried 
in the East Clarison Cemetery. Vary Smith, his widow, died 
“an. 26, 1855, azed 77 years. Adam Moore lived anc died on 
the farm now owned by James Coleman. 
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Henry Moore, the next oldest of the brothers, owned and lived 
on the farm now owned By‘ lts. Nelson-*midon. “He was buried 
on the farm, and we have neither the cate of his ceath nor 

; £, (his are. 
James Moore, the yorurzsst of the three pioneer crothers, lived 
on the farm whsre the Gothic Church stands. He sought the 
farm, Which cornrised one hundred and fifty acres, in 1810 
for 22.50 per -cre. He @ied Ausust 23, 1850, asec 73 years; 
and his widow “ency died March 24, 1893, aged 69 years. Both 
yere buried in the East Clarkson Cemetery. dames Hoore was 
plind for several years before he Cied.e 


oD 
~~ 


fhe East Clarkson Ce etery contains the names of many Moores, 
some of whom way have been early settlers besides those pre- 
viously named. We give the record of severel who were long 
identified with the town. ; 


David Moore died Nov. 26, 1868, aged 58 years. 
Henry W. Moore died Jsn. 26, 1876, aged 54 years. 


Maxwell Moore Gied Jan. 15, 1883, aged 75 years. These were 
all buried in the East Clarkson Cenetery. 


Robert and James Hoy came to Clarkson with the Moores in 1°10, 
and locsted about 2 mile north of Garland. Robert was buried 
in the old graveyard on the Dotv farm. ‘Ye lack the date of 
his death and age. James lived wiere ilson Hoy lives, and 
where he died Oct. 3, 1046, aged 61 years. Gracey, his widow, 
died May 25, 1873, aced 85 years. They were buried in the 
East Clarkson Cemetery. 


David Hoy died Jan. 20, 1884, ased 7+ years. His wife, Mary 
A,,dted April 19, 1882, aged 62 years. They are buried in 


the East Clarizson Cemetery. 


Yrs, John Hoy was born in County Down, Irelend, in 1815, died 

(Oct. 1, 1579. 
Lyman Warren eame to Clarkson in 1817, and located on the farm 
next east of Eli Crary's. By trade he was a shoemaker. le 
died May 25, 1871, aged 93 years. His wife Rebecca died h 
25, 1859, azed 82 years. Cant. James H. Warren, their s 
died April 13, 1882, aged 73 years. The three ere buried 
the Bast Clarkson Cemetery. 

 emendeetententeel ©) e Qwwe---= 


Nineteenth Article Continued. 


The following were all buried in the East Clarkson Cemetery; 
at laast th-ir monuments or cravestones incieste such to have 
(been a facts 
John Fotchkiss Gied Sent. 2+, 1839, aged 54 years. His widow 
lydia died Nay 12, 1840, aged 54 years. 


Irad Crinsen died Jan. ¥, 1831, aged 31 years. Fis widow la- 
Tia died July +, 1869, aged 73 years. 
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ied Aug. 25, 1830, aged 37 years. 


Theodorus Johnson died July 17, 1851, aged 73 years. 
Willian Johnson Cied Dec. 19, 1866, aged 87 years. 
William Williams died Oct, 27, 1850, aged 70 yearse 


C 


“artin Ge Levina 


P., his wife, cied 


Witbeck died 12, 1865, aged 73 years. 
June 6, 1853, aged 62 years. 


Seruel Adams Gied Oct. 9, 1855, aged 85 years. His wife Kath- 
earine died Jan. 31, VOLS aced Lg yearse 

Gearce Doty Cied Sent. 25, 1828, aged 72 years. Nancy, his 
widow, died Feb. 21, 1861, aged 89 years. 

Isace 0. Thompson died Oct. 31, 1870, aged 65 yearse 

William Cotter ied Dec. 20, 1883, aged 90 years. 

William Rowland died 4ucust, 1678, aged 76 years. “Slizabeth 
C., his wife, died Nov. 1, 1869, azed 70 years. 

Jonathan Vadhams died Oct, 9 1870, aced 80 years. Olive, 

his first wife, died July 26, 1529, aged 36 years, Ulizabeth, 
his second wife, died Aug. 29, 1840, aged 47 years. His 

third wife is living at Brockport. 

George Cripven died July 11, 1875, aced 60 years. Mary, his 
widow, died April 2C, 1888, aged 65 years. 

Paul Snyder died Aur. 2, 1070, aged 68 years. Sugen, his wid- 
ou, died June 31, 1874, aged 64 years. 


1878, aged 
(45 years. 
SO years. He was 

pought land in 1811. 


Gied Oct. 15, 1855, 


Charles Bates, a well imown citizen, died July 20, 


Warren Cummincs Gied Jan, 11, 1874, aged 


probably e brother to John Cummings, who 


Ebenezer Leach, father of Willian Leach, 2 
aged 68 years. lucy 3B., his widow, Gied June 18, 1880, aged 


<5 17 ot 


(85 yearse 





Henry Harvey died Oct. 3, 1881, aged 71 years. 

John Coover died March 5, 1879, aged 33 years. 

Sasa Wixon died June 19, 1844+, aged 66 years. Susannah, 
his wife, died July 3, 1865, aged 78 years. 

Fenry Fosmire died March 3, 1887, azed Sl years. 

Roswell Henry died March 7, 1862, aged 62 years. Ann, his 


widow, died Nov. 30, 1855, aged 60 years 
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John Kennedy died Msy 9, 1822, azed 61 years. The inscrip- 
tion on his headstone says that he was a soldier of the Revo- 
(lution. 


Frederick Shafer, father of Jonas Shafer, died April 12, 1558, 


aged 62 years. fancy, his wife, died March 1, 1852, aged 56 
years. Frederick Shefer was for a time.a merchant at Ladd's 

: . ", AGOrmer Ss. 
Paul Tovinizer died Nov. 15, 1888, aged 74 rears, Mary, his 
wife, Cied April 3, 1884, aged 80 years. 


Ruth, widow of Caleb Wood, died May 18, 1549, aged 69 years. 


A 


Isaac Houston died 4ucust 13, 1852, aged 52 years. 


Job Phelps died Sept, 1,:1851, azed 58 years. 


Jacob P, Dunn died Oct. 11, 1044, aged 71 years. Rebecca, 
his widow, died April 10, 187, aged 6 years. 


Maria Rartley died due 11, 1826, agec 70 years. 


Benjamin Lafountain, a native of France, died Feb, 13, 1°62, 
aged 68 years. Charlotte, his widow, cied June 28, 1869, 
eae ee (aged 73 vears. 
1853, aged 73 years. Deborah, his 
wife, cied ‘nsust 3, » aged 63 years. Capt. Caleb H. Ma- 
son, a brother of Ha son, is buried in the Hast Ciarksen - 
Cemetery, but as yeu tone narks his crave. He lived for 
meny years where 'r. Rufus H. Seofield resices, ana was a. 
prominent and popular citizen. 


John Windust cie 
G@ied April i4, 1563, 
died Nov. 22, 1866, 


he West. © Sopnponia, his. fir 
e 


aged 43 years. 
Wayne Markham was born in the town of Rush. He died ree 
1873, aged 75 years. Anna, his wife, died Cetober 10, 1853, 
= | (azed 53 years. 
Meses and Sarah Jennings cied on what is now the Trwaan Layve- 
Tence farm, they have no headstones in this cemetery. Their 
daughters Lucelia and Adella are buried at Rast Clarkson. 


Pete A, Nellis, father of Frederick A. Nellis, ciec April 25, 
1862, aged 81 years. Tunice, his wife, Gied May 15, aged 60 


(years. 
Elizabeth Iusk, a well known DProckport music teacher, cied 
July 13, 1884, aged 70 years. 
Janes Billinzs died May 29, 1889, aged 56 years. Vargaret, 
his wife, died Aug. 22, 1855, aged 41 years. 

y eitt came to Clarkson in 1843. He died Jan. 21, 
1886, azed 85 years. The age of his wife Abby is not given. 
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Joseph Wayne died. duly 4, 1852, ased 82 Fears. 


Eli Gallup died gets 3303 1682, aged 91 years. Mannah, his 
wife, died July 13, 1835, age? 35 years. 


Ives Lynd died July 25, 1881, Baad 77 years, Sarah Ann, his 
wife, died Dec. 25, 1851, azed 38 yesrse 


Isaac B, Hoyt Cieé “-ril 26, 1é82, aged 79 yearSe 
James Gillis died March 29, 1842, azed 51 years. 


Anos Gregory died Oct. 8, 1°52, aged 76 years. . Mary Ann, his 
widow, died Wet, il, 184 6, aced ah yeers. 


J. H. Bushnell came from Coeymans on the Fudgon River in 1810, 
and located and lived upon the farm nov owned by H. L. Bush 


nell, We died there, and was buried in the Zast Clarkson Cen- 
etery. Sarah Arn, his widow, died May 18, 1870, aced 84 years. 


Katthew 4, Patterson, a sketch of whose history we have previ- 
ously published, | vas buried in this cemetery. 4 previous 
sketch has also bemvublished of Jonathan Prosser. 


None of the four Growns who at an early date located a little 
north of tsc“'s Corners, new Cerland,-are tmbiod in this gene 
tery, Ulless their sraves are unmaried by inscribed stone 

at 


2 
- 
It has. been said that James Ladd, after whom Ladd's C senent 
was named, was buried in this cemetery, but it does not ap= 
ber Deia eee Eis healt ee ( so. be a Tact. 
Twentieth Article. 
~The Yenyon Cemetery. 


A short distance west of the Redman Foad, om the south side 

of the secord road south from the Lake, in the towm of Hamlin, 
is the Kenyon Cemctery. It was opened as a burying ground in 
1516, which wes about Porky yeers before the town of Clarkson 
Was divided, fi has been episy eed on the south and west, and 
now includes about two acres. t is said that the land orig- 
Inally belonged to a Silliman, Sof as Peter Silliman was an 
early settler he was probably the owner 


This cemstery is pleasantly situated on rising ground, is main-~ 
ly shaded by evercreen trees, the lend is dry, and if it was 
kept a little more tidy its attractions for the living vould 

be materially enhanced. As it is, it Say ol favorably vith 
the cemeteries of the section. In time, the cood taste mani- 
fested by many of the farmers of the loc ality “in their build- 
ings and lawns will doubtless be extended to the cemetery. 


The most noteworthy feature of this cemetery is the mumber of 
Germans buried in it - probably one-fourth of the total. TIT 
Appears to be the Cermen burial piace for the town of Hamli 
All of the Cermen headstones are inscribed in German, end 
Some in the German text. 
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fre first person buried in the se ekeey was Josiah ECT, who 
died Sept. Q'ty 1816, ased 56 y earss ‘There is a legenc in re- 
gard to hin, that he was first buried at the vlace called Dev- 
il's Nose = about t' ree mile » ‘away - where his bones were © 
yasnea out by the Lake, 


a 


Hiram Holman died March 2, 1€66, aged 66 years. 
Linsford Morey died Sept. 17, 1858, aged 81 years 


Allen $3 ely 1877 5 aved 56 years. Lany, his 


Storer died Sept. 
wife, died March 9, 1851, aced 35 years. Orpha, his second 
wife, cied Harch 30, 1854, aged, 23 years. Cyntia, his third 
wife, died Jan. 19, 1879, acer #3 years. 
Christopher Sholes was a pioncer settler, amd Ke died at an 
early date - Sent. 17, 1817, ard’ uas.asec 52 years, Ne seems 
to have left numercus descendents, as no name appears oftener 
in the cemetery than that of Sholes., His wife's mame vas 
prebebiy Lydia, vho died in 1849 ased 76 years. Delileh 
Sholes, probably a daughter, died in 1822, aged 22 years. 
Jopn Sholes died in 1859, eazed 65 years, Louisa Sholes ¢ied 
in 1845, aced 49 years. 


Dr. Joshua Prosser, who lived on the west side of the county 
line road near the Lake, died Fe>. 10, 1834, aged 34 years. 
Philo Presser, his son, who lived and died on the same farn, 
died July 20% "1882, aged 86 years. 


‘bne? Darling died Jan. 11, 1839, aged 58 years.- 
Sumner C. Austin died March 17, 1853, azed 47 years. 


Jacob Lake die d Avril 15, 1551, agzed 76 years. Hannah, kis 
widow, Gied Jan. 30, 185%, aged m5 yearse 


Richard Ca ary died May 7, 1877, azed 64 years. 


David Bates died Feb. 1, 1823, aged 33 years. Belinda, his 
widow, cied July 13, 1947, aged years. David Bates was a 
(nioneer settler. 
John Cary cied Sent. 10, 1863, aged 75 years. lydia, his 
widow, died June 1, 1856, aged 75 years. 


Robert Me Creery died April 16, 1879, aged 75 vears. Imcre-— 
tia, his wife, died June 23, 1875, aged 08 years. 


John Greckons died Oct 2 182, aged 40 years, Elizabeth, 
his widow, died Oct 182k, ated 8&8 years. 

Cortland Elliott Cied Oct. aoe? 84.7, aced 68 years. Mary, 
his first wife, died Aug. "1Bh0," aced 59 years. nn, his 
Second wife, cied Feb. 28 , “Tel, agcec 63 years. é 
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George W. Storer died May 6, 1846, azed 63 years. Feborah, 
his Widow, died Aug. 7, 1855, aged 71 years. 


Here are the records of the soldiers of the War of the Rehbel- 
lion: George Austin, killed in the Battle of the ‘‘ilderness 
Kay 5, 1864, aced 27 years, George R, Storer of Co. B, 103 
Reg. VoOl., died at Washington, D. C. Jan. 19, 1864, aced ab 
years. Charles “acon, a member of Co. B, 108 Ny Ye “Int... 
died Nov. 16, 1862, arsed 22 years. John L. Hard, a member of 
Co. X, 8th N. Y. Art., died at Poirt Lockout, Fd., Oct. 18, 
1864, ased 22 years. ‘The remains of John T. Farnham, who left 
the Repubiic office, of which he was foreman, to serve as a 
soldier, are buried in this cemetery, He “ied at Hamlin Cen- 
tre. Fe was a bright young man, and made a good record as a 
soldier, We did not observe a headstone for him in the cene- 

. terye 
Jemes B. Noyes died Novs 15, 1860, azed 46 years. 


Andrew Wentworth and Ruth his wife sre buried here. ‘we have 
hitherto siven a sketch of their history. 


Joseph Curtis died 
widow, died July 23 


» aced 72 years. Josnna, his 
79 yearse ; " 


estorben den 15 Marz, 1875, alter 
s is: Dero, wife of Jo Kruger, 
875, aced 61 years. 

8 
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= 
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61 yahre. Translater 
died fhe 15th of March, 


Dero, frau von Jo Kruge 
Bo 
& 


5. 
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Jacob Leiter died Jan. 


3; ‘+, ared 59 years. Sallie, his 
wife, died Ap-il 2i, 1852, 


2 ~~ 
sed 52 years. 


Fenry Leiter died Jan. 4, 1872, a ed 66 years. Olive, hi: 
widow, died Jen. 16, 1872, ared_ 51 years.) ary ©. Leiter, 
er of Henry, and perhaps Jacob Leiter, died May 30, 1562, 
| (aged 96 years. 
William Barrow, Jr. died July 19, 1850, aged 53 years. 


Yu 
1@) 

cr 
iy 
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Margaret, wife of James Williamson, died June 30, ye aged 

: 61 years,. 
Andrew Clark died Oct. 29, 1863, aged 52 years. Lydia P., 
his wife, died July 30, 1861, aged 53 years. 


Mary, wife of Samel La Due, died Jan. 13, 1885, aged 74 years. 
William Wilson died March 19, 1888, azed 60 years. Fetsey, 

his wife, died Nov. 7, 1864, aced 36 years. 

H, EH. Kenyon aed June 6, 1884, aed 64 years. 

Sarah E., wife of Alvin R. Kenyon, died April 6, 1872, aged 
Lerenzo C, Simtt died Aug. 21, 1876, aged 57 years. : 


Randall Kenyon, the first of the Kenyons, died Sent. 3, 1882, 
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aced 9 years, Blizabeth, his wife, die ed July 9, 1881, aged 

Lee ' (93 years. 
fevi Hard died Seot. 2, 1882, aged 73 years. ‘Mary, his wife, 
died Feb. 7, 1866, aged 51 years. 


James E, Clark died June 25, 1863, aged 60 ee it Nancy Pe, 
his wife, died ting. 15, 185, aged 50 years 


German Elliot? ated Jan. 239 1570, aced 64 vears. Getty, his 
widow, died July 31, 187h, aged ok years. German Blliot’ was 
porn in Biche Coun ty, N. VY... Six of eis cas live Dae, a 
few miles of the home estead on the Redman nRoed. 


Seth Cook died Varch 1); 1875, aged 73 years. ae his wife, 
died July 5, 1866, aced "60 years. : 


Jonas T. iat father of Charles T,. shy 1 was an early settler, 
and €ied where his son resides Dee. 16, 1870, ared 70 yearSe 
Juliette, his widow, died July 238, 1871, aced 69 years 


Benjamin Archer Gied Feb, 25, 1879, aged 70 years. 


an Tailey died March 24, Poa aced 79 years. Maria, 
his wife, died Sept. 7, 1871, are bh years. 


There were four Browns who purcha sed land in Clarkson, by 1809, 
but Amos Trown is not named as one of them. Ne died Oct. 12, 


1846, aged S6 yoars, and was perhaps the father of Robert, 
Janes 1 if. Macy, and Jostua FH, Brown, the land purchasers. 


_~ = + ~ 


Archibald 3, Fuller cied Nov. 8, 1863, aged 57 years. Wa 
his wifes. aloa Auc. 1, 1849, aged 20 years. 

David .Lane Bree:} ‘fareh 28, 1655, aged ne years. Julia A., his 
wife, died April B 18657 aged ue years 


Phebe, wife of Alven Brown, 4d 


fed April 5, 1849, ased 40 years. 
After her cCeath her husband ren 


ee to the Vest. 


This ceme etory ahounds in excellent notice BS among the best 
of which are those bearing the names of Parks, Alvin R. Ken- 


yon, H. M. Henyon, Schepler, Leivere-nz, Lewerenz, and oreo 
fr 


Cary, ‘The most costly is apparently the one erected by W. H. 
: Bb te 
(Parks. 
Tuenty-F irst Article - Part I. 
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e-st as soon 
st land pure 
ang burials, 


The Settlement of the Fown of Cla 
as 1804, and perhaps in 1803, the £ 
Chase. It was not longs before there were 
surely sone before 1810, when there mist pa een a popula- 
tion o f about two ht andred. In many instances the first of 
the burials vere on farms owned by the settlers, and in some 
Cases these remains were removed in later years to what be- 
Come established public burial places. . 
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This article relates to the fee. son Cemetery - the cemetery 
n the Ridge Road a little over mile west of Clarizson vil- 

lage. ‘There is no record when it vas first used as a burial 

place, but it wes probably about the year U3 Omg pes CAT Sinn 
ymer of the land ves a R ig 


Ross, D ohably John Ross, who vas 34+ 
years of age in £10. The eround first used was the bank on 
the east side of the small stream that crosses the highvay 
near by, and which has been made a point by the cutting cown 
of the road which passes along the south ee of the cemetery, 


The Location is nleasa ant, and land being er*velly is always 
na EY 
The land as first used was undovbtedly given for a burying 
eround by John Ross, and included less than an acre. James 
Clark owned the farm at a later cate, and in 1835. he gave % 
the Conzrezational Church Society of Clarkson four tiers of 
burial lots on the east side of the first rcround. Subseguent- 
ly Ambrose Sanford owned the farm adjoining the cemetery, anc 
he sold lots on the east side to individuals, After the death 
of Mrs Sanford, his sister, Mrs. EB. H. Compbell, became the 
owner of the farm and now owns it. Last year rs. Sanfor¢ 
gave some land to the cemetery, and sold some and now the 
cemetery erbraces an srea of two acres.and a fifth. A few ' 
years aro an association was formed for the management of the 
conetery, and it is called the West Clarkson Cemetery Associa~ 
tion. Por the foregoing facts ve are in the main indebred to 
| (pr. E. H. Canpbell. 


The rrovnd contains t 
chuck holes °re plenty 
soil when they find i 
dition as to ¢srass an 


e 
ne Living as eli 5a the ead, for wood= 


This sround is ak phe’ the same con 
yweods as those previously described. 


In this connection the fact may vell be stated that in grad- 
ing down the road several years oa70 just across the brook 
from the cemetery, human tones vere found. It was believed 
that they were those of an Indian, but they might h have been 
those of en early settler, or some pioneer ¢ raveler who died- 
and was buried by the roadside, as such events sometimes oc- 
(cx Breeds 


By the tombstone record, the first burial as shown was the 
of Sarah, wife of Rufus Hermon, who cied January ll, Toi), 


aged 42 years. Ter husband cicd Jury 9.10475 Aéed "7 


John Ross, an early owner of ‘the land on whieh the cem 
Is loca ted, died April 10, 197k, aced 78 years. Saiiaye h 
widow, died August 20; 1360, aced 76 years. 


@ 
3 a 


Hannah lM. Cooley Gied October 6, 1869, aged 67 years. 


Valentine W. Rathbone, brother of the noted stove maker of 
Albany, ye on the farm next west of the cemetery. He died 
February 9 , 1837, aged 92 years. 


Anna, widow of Timothy Porsyt! 
diea Bay sasiaal eg 9, 1837, aged 9 
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nevid Forsyth was an eerly settler, end lived on what is now 
mown as the Matthew A, Patterson farm. Ne was elected pound 
weeper at the first town alection held in 1820. ‘We have the 
informetior, derived from some source, that he sol¢ the farm 

; in 1849 and removes to Fichizan. The following tombstone rece- 

t 

. 


ora in¢icstes thet both he and his wife were >uried_in the 


| cemetery: avid Torsyth died Anenst 2, 1864, aged 81 years; 
; Setsey, his wife, died Jure 1%, 1860, azeé 71 years. 


tevina, wife of Salmon Savyer, died September 20, 1840, aced 
(66 years. 
The following soldier turiais were found: Albert FE. Combs, 
co. ©, 42nd uN. Y. Inf., died Fay 15, 1875, azed 32 years; 
Georce L. Smith, Co. F, 50th Re. bnes. died Sevtember 4, 
1866, aved oh yeerss Ceorse WU. Steele, killed at the Battle 
of Gettysburg, July 2, 1863, ased 19 years; Charles A. fRed-= 
man died in camp nerr Falmouth, Yae, January 10, 1843, aged 
93 years; Frenslin B, Otis, chin 1, ¥. 2nd Pat., died April 5, 
1863, aged 32 years; Corp. , T, Perrico, Co. A, 140th ". Y. 
Inf. - the date anc are of his Geath ere not civen. 


Tobel We Wetterby died June 20, 1831, aged 67 years. Fetseyys 
his widow, died September 27, 1860, aged 75 years. 


Gmith D. Gates died Ap-il 29, 1559, aged 48 years. 


Apad Gilbert was an carly settler who lived anc cied on the 
@oum.now oxned,by Ae ©. Ghriswei’. He was @ stirrine man, and 
in hig day was vell ‘nown. He ¢ied July 23, 1849, aged 62 
years. Lorinda, his widow, died March 17, 1874, acec 78 years. 
She was a very vatriotic lacy and did very much for the sol- 
dier boys and the loyal csuse. 


Abigail, wife of Levi E, Lattiner, ated November 30, 1847, 
(aced 63 yeers. 

Nabby, wife of Moses Nash, died January 20, 1829, aged 43 

(years. 
Elihu Russell, torn in Duchess Co., %. Ye, died January 26, 
; ave (1867, azed 67 years. 
Anna Theresa, widow of John Rucsell, and probably mother of 
Elihu Russell, die@ July 12, 1656, aged 90 years. 


|.  taura, wife of John Barrows, Cied January 20, 1855, aged 52 

| years. 
Elder William Blake, a Second Aa@ventist exponent, lived at 
Redman Corners, where he “ied July 6, 1855, aged 66 years. 
Abicail, his wife, cied July ll, 1827, aged 36 years. 


Anna, wife of Amizah Blake, “ied January 28, 1872, eged 58 
| (years, 
Josevh C, Blake lived at Redman Corners. Flecta, wife of Jo- 
seph, died March 17, 1844, aged 40 years. About 20 years 
| aro, Joseph C, Blake removed *%o Michigan, and we believe he 
| (4s still living. 
| Sarah, wife of William lake, provebly the mother of the Eld- 
b er, died October 23, 1853, ased 88 years. 
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lydia, the first of Joshua Field's four wives, died November 
8, 1823, arced 2a years. 


John Farwell in 1804 bought land a short cistance 

man Corners, and sold the same to Capt. Isaac Allen in 1523. 
Fe was one of the errliest of the settlers. He Cied “pril 15, 
1823 (perhans before the farm was sold), aced 31 yea 


Sarah, wife of Albert Salisbury, cied May 275) 18 


i 
7 
53, aged 65 
years. The family lived where Williem Swift resid 


eSe 
Dr. “lphonzo Perry, a vrominent cltizen of the town, #d_for 
two years a member of the State Legislsturc, died July 11, 
1870, aged 64 years. He owned and lived on the farm nov cine 
: (ed by Reuben Paine. 
Patience, first wife of Samuel C. Perry, ¢ied February 13, 
18:5, aged 30 years, Louise, his anc wife, di 
: C1855, 
Gen. Lewis Swift, father of Prof, Levis Swift of fochester, 
and the late Ceorge “7, Swift of Clarkson, first tive next to 
the Church, the Peter De Graff plece, and then bought what is 
now the George Cotter farm. On the back end of this farm he 
ran a carding mill. He was an inventor of horse-rakes, and a 
man of much more than ordinary ability. He came to Clarkson 
in 1812, and died March 5, 1846, azed 62 years. Anna,his wid- 
ow, Gied August 30, 1852, aced 67 years. 


= 


ed November 9, 
a-ed 41 years. 


5 ant 
7 


feorge We. Swift, who lived where his father had cied, died 
November 21, 1876, szed 54 years. Mary J., his wife, cied 


October 7, 1872, aged “+ years. 


? 


Menry Price died Ausust 11, 1846, aged 72 years. “e was the 
father of Reuben R. Price 


J. Frederick Bellinger, or John F, Bellinger, as the neme was . 
used, came to Clarkson in 1822, Hefore coming, October 18, 
ra to Ann Marcelius. Fe carried on the tai- 


1818, he was ravried + 
lorine business, end in his advertisement of June 12, T335, 
in the Clarkson-Jefferson he savs, "he vould inform his 
friends and the cublie generally, that he has removed his 
shop to the one formerly occupied by Silas “mith." He was 
the father of Charlies E. Bellinger. Ye died February 12, 
1880, aged 85 years. His widow, Ann Marcellus, died Aursust 
23, 1887, aved 88 years. 


TwentyeTirst Article - Fart if. 
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This is a continuation of en article partly published a week 
ago, and reintes wholly to persons huried in the Clarkson 
Cemetery, about = mile west of the village. 


Fenry Rowley died Oct. 12, 1859, aged 65 years. . 


Abner Coodell, for e time principsl of the Clarkson Academy, 
Gied March 29, 1545, aged 39 years. 
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Felen,. wife of Rev. M, G. Adkins, died Oct. 21, = aged 38 

yearse 
William Seaton Gied Feb. 28, 1874, aged 77 years. Jane, his 
wife, Gied Fay 7, 1872, aged 76 years. 


James Lowery, who has a surviving son at Albion and a daugh- 
ter at Brockport, cied Jan, 29, 1859, aced 60 years. Jane 
Jareson, his wadow, died Nov. Ll, 1071, aged 68 years. 


Dr. Elijah Rowell was a native of Hopkinton, N. H. He came 
to Clarkson in 1811, and locnted where. his son Solon Rowell 
lives. Of his experiences in makins the journey to his new 
home, he seversl years aso wrote: tThe distance from Hovking- 
ton to Clarkson is about three hundred miles, one-hslf of 
which the horses trod in mud ané clay mortar nearly over 
their hoofs." On Jan, 12, 1814, he wrote: "I have now re- 
turned from the srmy where I was employed as surgeon." Fe 
was chosen one of the town commissioners of schools at severe 
al elections. He died Oct. 24, 1862, aged 78 years. Sarah, 
his wife, died Aug. 1, 1852, aged 66 years. . 


Dr. Nathaniel Rowell came to Clarkson in 1810 or 1811 fron 
Fanover, N. H. He and Flijah Rowell were brothers, and hoth 
were physicians of excellent repute. Nathaniel Rowell cied 

(in 1526. 
Daniel Clerk died Sug. 21, 1848, aged 58 years. Waney Vatt—- 
les, his wife, died Oct. 15, 1837, aged 47 years, FEer mother, 
Ann Wattles, Cied Dec. 31, 1°35, aged 79 years. 


Chloe, first wife of Fli Watkins, died May 22, 1833, azed 37 
years. Polly, his second wife, died Jan, 25, 1865, aged 65 

! : (years. 
Aaron Gage died May 25, 1866, ared 55 years. 


Anna Hiserodt died March 3, 1846, ared 65 years. 


9 livee at the first corner north of the Nile 
canal bridge, Gied Feb. 9, 1843, ased 50 yeers. Sunice, his 
widow, died on the same farm Oct. 17, 1887, aged 93 years. 

They first came to Ladd's Corners in 1816. He was a carpenter. 


Ira Crawford, wh 


ct | 


mes, Be Ts Perrizo eeme to Clarkson in 1831 from Ontario Coun- 
ty. She died Nov. 16, 1885, aged 74 years. She was a devot- 
ed friend of the soldier Doys. | 


Lewis D, Chapman lived a little north of Redman's Corners. 
He died Feb. 9, 1871, aged 55 years. 


Calvin Freeman was probably a pion-er settler, but he was not 
one of the first land purchasers. He died July 11, 1670, 
aged 92 vears. His wife, Betsey, died April 8, 1062, aged 75 

(years. 
John We Perry died Dec. 7, 1873, aced 77 years. Deborah C., 
his wife, died Nov. 11, 1870, aged 70 years. 
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ather of Rufus H. Scofield, died in 1865, 
san, his widow, cied in 1895, aged 73 years. 


pr. Abel Salcwin moved into Clarkson with his family in ¥G21. 
Yuch of his history and experience have already been publish- 
ede He lived at first in a log house. He owned the farm now 
owned by Charles H, Bellinger, and carried on farming, and 
for a period ran a hotel. He was a shrewd, economic and suc- 
cessful men. He died June 2, 1864, ased 80 years. Laura, 
his wife, died May 29, 1861," aged 75 years. Hon. Henry Re 
Selden mavricd a davzhter of his. They have a monument with 
WRaldyin" on one side end "Selden on the other. Wr. Selden 
removed to Rochester in 4Anril, 1859, and when he died there 
his remains were interred theres 


Se oe 


Inther H. Johnson died Nov. 15, 1872, aged 69 years. Celine 


— 


died Dec. 7, 1847, azed 57 yesrs. His widow, & 
died July 19, 1851, aceé 56 years. 


? 

his widow, died May 9, 1880, ared 79 years. 

Ezekiel Johnson, prob2bly the father of Luther H., died Sept. 

16, 1842, aced é1 years, Phebe, hée widow, cied Jan. 6, 1847, 
(aced 62 years. 

Rev. Norris as D. D.,g was a native of Harwinton isi 


Elijah Drake died March 19, 1847, azed 75 years. Slije sh Drake, 
his son, Gied Jan. 26, 1°89, aged 69 years. aa 


ed 76 years. Abagail, his 


Henry Rinson ag 
2 rod 81 years, 


on 
widow, cied 4 
John Redman 2d e 
widow, died May 21 
the Sage Redman 
named A brief slet 
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, 1829, aved 47 years. Polly, his 
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Firam Redman, auctioncer, son of Jotn Redman 2d, lived just 
west of Redmen's Corners. He died May l, 1879, aged 64 years. 
Fis funeral was srobably the most largely attended that was 
ever held in the town. James H., and Wallace Redman “te his 

sons. 
David S. Redman died Feb. 8, 1856, aged 58 ae Abagail, 
his wife, died Sept. ll, 1810, aged 38 years 


Samiel Whipple died Sept. 23, 1858, aged 61 years. Phebe, 
his widow, died Oct. 13, 1878, seat 83 years, 


Esther K., wife of John R. Randolph, died June 13, ee aged 
arse 


e 
lucy, widow of Noah Fuller, died March 16, 1855, fot 234 years. 


John Oliver cied Jan. 29, 1852, aced 77 years. 


— 


itiw tnocrnom s svsd vor} aid to astis: sh s bettvam moble® 
nobfot ‘st ytertto oft no “"aebied" bes shle sno info “alwhisi™ 
etett Beth of modw das ,CcSE -Lira at tstesrisoh oft BSovemer 


~std dsthid .eresy 2T bags, SHSl, nee fore"! betb exter def 
Of 


eT 


2 


sone srt réf onust beth , iq Lohashi ed aot 0 ete eK a 


2 


-2TBSY cm bens: (ze8r at Horst. bath wrefty? teot 


a 7 | 
,ontisS .emeey 80 bess ,STSI ~el .vol betS noendot siredind 


~tqe@ both sR wrefisd to .tedtat ent yidedotaq ise Ioblest 
nat r 































. a 
= « ae 
,@OBL cat bets ,bfektosB WH evtwi Io) t9fiee 
soy BS bono , CSL at Sek ,woblw eid ,asage 
rhr mt vflmast eld diiw moeedicslD otal hovom IedA 


ntiduc seed ybserls ovad gonoltteqxe bane yroteig Sif to dosed 
it benwo oH .oesod z0f a at -tetkt ts bovitf oH .bs - 
anions fio botvrso bts ,tasabifed .H 2zeLtei@erd benvg 

bis olmonoos ,hyvevle s esw eff« .Istod s ast bolteq « tot 
-styal ,exsey 08 bors ,d8L 4S ent fetd olf ha Lirieess 


~ 


fl vito «nod .etcsy 2) Sens ~£06f .2S ys? bekb GaRiW alee 


ested? betteini stow enksuet etd” 


-eTsey OY boas ,OS5L .C ya both qwoblw eld 


TH8f .3 .m8l beth ,woblw @4f yoeded?T Jersey bous ,SHiL vOk 
.etsey SO boss) 

eH ,finod ,notaiwisH to svitan s esewyud <0 ,fing 2iagol voll 
Vitel mm yvret ,woblw eld vetesy Ve bags eWHBE eV 2994 »Be 


<ets9y Ot Bors leas eet yiut 


-2Ts6y 0d bens , { ,6S aol bath gmoe 2 
qd ,{tensdA: ,ereey dv bose ,OCSL .eS onal both noeatA 
«2TssyV £8 hess »£d8L e£f£ LtaqA beth _wob 


‘ \ 
eYifel -.etsey TH! hens ,OSAL .dS .deT beth BS asabeh neiot 
sw BS Aembe® aot vers ‘ee bons Se8L efS yet both 
etev etentoY e'membe morlw motte 5ns ,nembol tect ond 
tw eorlfq edt to yroteld vitesse ent to dotetle tofad Ai ek ; 
efolttcs teteal s at aevis é 
| i @ % 
tevt bovtl ,58 membef nfo to moe _»teenoltious ,anenbeH ase :e 
sey #3 dete eOVSLl .f£ veM beth of secentc) e'nambhel lovee 
eow tsdd bobnetis ylogtal teom edt yfdedove sew Lee | 
Ind ons nsmbef eostisW ins hy gemeL .nwot of? nt bled ov 
enoe) ‘oT Rees 
,itsgadA ~.etsey, 82 edeZ beth nenbell 2 btys 
se7TS9Y - ides Ses eff .tq08 both potiw 
~~ ¥ me oi 
,edetl .eteey fd Bens wteee beth eloqtdwel wf 
-erssy £8 ose ,BRBE ser o850 Bett qwobs ee 


: 
Fe 


Tee > wre AK erat, Taal} 


y.. 


/asinnare Saas, GREE, GF oh-58 15 so 


Lee, 


a 


) 


Che 







a. . 


et ae ED ee AS EN TOR | 


i 
: 
+ 
‘ 
} 
1 





Clarkson - 61 


William Peck died Sent. 13, 1840, aged 63 years. ‘Nancy, his 
widow, died April 21, 1861, aged 82 years. 


Williem Clark died Jan. 5, 1838, aged 58 years. Sally B., 


pis first wife, died June 10, 1520, aged 40 years. Sally 0. 
> I 4 Ss 2 


his second wife, died Aus. 14, 1828, aged 44 years. 


John Blodgett csme to Clarkson in 1816 and owned the Elodgett 
farm between Clarxson village and Brockport. Fe cuilt a 
gristmili where the oresent mill stands. He was killed by be- 
ing struck by the limb of a falling tree Jan. 18, 1848, and 

(vas aged 61 years, 
Elijah Blodgett died Feb. 25, 1858, aged 42 years. Caroline 
A., his widow, died Aug. 24, 1888, aged 71 years. 


Ann Drake died May 16, 1831, aged 71 years. 


John Bowmen owned the premises and lived where Clark Allen 
resides. “Yilliam HE. and John Bowman vere his sons. Fe prac- 
ticed law, and was for several years the county judge. Re 
died Sept. 11, 1853, aged 71 years. Lovice, his widow, died 
Oct. 17, 1850, aged 78 years. 


John Parmalee died June 16, 1338, aged 68 years. 


Levi Smith died Vay 7, 1954, aged 20 years. Irena, his wife, 
died May 15, 1842, aged 63 years. af. 


James H!, Clark owned the cemetery farm for a time 
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1835, ared 52 yesrs. Varia, his wife, died Sept. 6, 1633, 


Mrs, Searles Yates died Dec. 23, 1874, aged 84 years. 


Rachel, wicow of Dr. Senjemin Valker, died June 15, 1847, 
(ased 75 years. 
Rachel, wife of Asa L, Johnson, died Feb. 6, 1887, aged 70 
(years. 
Ambrose Sanford came to Clarkson in 1840 from New Lebanon, 
Columbia County, N. Y. He died nearly onposite the cemetery, 
the farm then teins owned by him, Feb. 6, 1887, aged 70 years. 
Elida L., his first wife, died Oct. 16, 1859, aged 34 years. 
Pnma A., his second wife, cied Feb. 1, 1874, azed 29 years. 
Blizabeth, wife of Adam Reamer, died Jan. 6, 1848, aged 71 
) (years. 
Col, Simeon B. Jewett, Dr. Natheniel Rovell, and some others 
of whom previous sketches have been given, are buried in this 
(cemetery. 
In these notices it is probable that some of the early resid- 
ents buried in this cemetery have been overlooked. We shall 
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be pleased to oublish brief historic sketches of any such, cr 
fuller sketches of interest of those who have been mentioned. 
The givernment | 
every deceased s 


oP providing the grave of 

cie A 

have not been vroviced 
ser 


anit 

dstones, and where such stones 
t the fault of relatives, but 
ng the soldiers. 


HO © 


In the article a week ago the name of Mrs. Sanford was given 

ag the donor of some lené to the cemetery. It should have 

been:irs. Es H. Campbell. . 
ween = 0, 0 == 


Tyenty-Sccond Article. 
Ye,again present some personal sketches of early settlers. 


to this country in 
rkson. He cied Nov. 
e, died May 20, 1875, 
(aced 72 yearSe 
1eca County, MN. Ye, came to 
on the Drake Road, Later he 
rm next west of what is 
later he Lived on the Arad 
he east side of the road, 
that stood back of wnere the Chaomen house stands, ‘ve was a 
captain in the Var of 1512, and 2 man prominent in public af- 
fairs, He @ied Dec. 20, 1376, aced 91 years, and vas buried 
in the Brockport Cemetery. Betsey, his wife died July 4, 
(1858, aced 65 years. 
Elon Lee wac born at Guilford, Conn., Dec. 15, 1790. Dec. 25, 
1811, he was married to Lydia Palmer. His first wife cied, 
and in 1923 he married Eunice Howard. His secons wife died, 
and in 1855 he married Marietta Dudley. In 193% he became a 
resident of that vortion of Clarkson that in 1852 by division 
became Union, and later, by change of neme, is now Bamlin. 
In 1855 he removed to Clarkson village, where he cied Nov. 6, 
1887, azsed 97 years. Ne was buried at Bast Syveden, “George H. 
Lee, formerly of Hamlin, and for a time its supervisor, is 
| | or (his son. 
Yoody Freeman, who was the first purchaser of land in what is 
now Clarkson an¢ Hamlin, that is in 1803, was a middle aged 
Man, had a wife and son, if not a larger family. The land he 


William Ireland wos born in England, cam 
1833, and located in the east part or C 
3, 1887, aged 85 years. Frances, his w 


ja» pt 


Thomas Chrisvell was born in Se 
Clerkson in 1806 and first live 
+1, 


lived on the Ridge Roac on th 


n 
d 
f 
known as the Rowley place, Stil 


bought was that now owed by William Steele. Ee was from Han~ 


over HN. H. For 2 time he was a justice of the peace. 


William Lowery lived for many y-ars on the Drake Road. Se re~ 
moved to Parma, where he died August 1, 1884, aged SO years. 
Ee had several children, one of whom became the wife of John 
(FB ® Hubbard. 
Clarkson Postmasters. 
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st office at Clerkson, Monroe Co., N. Ye established April 
he ; : .. | (24, 1820. 


Postmasters. Date of Appointment. 
Gustavus Clark ee for! 24, 1820 
Henry Martin 7 June 19, 1837 
Silas Yalbridge sy #8. [Fume 105<18h1 
Sustevus Clark | ‘wanes, 19. . 1643 
Sites ialbridse £3 —- Apr. 19,109 
Henry ’. Haskell | Nov. 18, 1854 
Moses S. “arker po Wan, 22,° 2856 
Renry MM, Haskell Mar. D+, 1861 
John 5. Haskell Dec. “9, 71864 
Adam Hoore | Mar, 18, 1867 
Cecrge WV, Miller . Apr. 17, 1876 
Fmina P, Miller 0 Waussi2, 1878 *v 
Adam Eoore : pr, 28, 1279 
Washington L. Fockvell Sept. 23, 1285 
Frederick A, Moore Sieh Kay ©.2, 1889 
An Old Cemetery. 





On the Redman Road in Hamlin, ahout half 2 mile rorth of the 
Sandy Creek, is an ol¢c and small cemetery that cates back to 
the early years of this century, and which contains the ashes 
of sone of the pioneer settlers of the town of Clarkson, The 
land embraced in this cemetery mov be a little over half an 
acre, is sandy and dry, and was a roca burial zlace in its 
day. It hes, apsarently,been wholly abandoned for burial pur- 
poses, and with its dense growth of weeds, bushes and trees 
is a forcible illustration of how dismai a place an old ceme- 
tery may become. ‘There are meny craves without headstones; 
some with ordinary field stone; some with bro*xen marble; and 
nearly all of the stones in good standing are greatly obscur- 
ed by the rank weeds snd bushes, There are no monurents he Cores 
the ground, Ina this cemetery there are probably about fifty 
versons buried. As vill apneer further on, the cerliest cate 
of a recordeé Geath is in 1523. 


a cr ct [3 


Howard Manley was one of the pioneer settlers, end he lived 
on the Redman Road where his son Foward now lives, and died 
there. He come from Massachusetts with two brothers. They 
Came with three yoke of oxen, and vere twenty-two days making 


the journey. We have no record of the death of ir. Manley 
but we find that Lois, his wife, died January, 1859, ared 65 
; (years. 


David Hoyt died April 3, 195°, aged 77 years. Deborah T., 
his widow, died Dec. 1¥, 1864, aced 81 years. 


George Pease, who was an early settler, died June 10, 1623, 
aged 43 years. Vetsey,his widow, died Feb. 18, 1849, aged 64 

(years. 
PTenjamin Comstock was also an early settler. Hc cied August 
16, 1823, aced 64 years. 
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‘Yes, Doreas Rucgles died Jan. 31, 186 
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Calvin Wileox is buried in this cenetery. His broxen stone 
obliterates his record. 


‘ 
we 


‘Luther E. lebster was a well Imown carly resident. He éied 


Nay 6, 1865, aged 64 years. 
sareh, wife of Ira Hoskins, died Merch 28, 1545, azed 53 years. 
Rebecca 1., wife of Zadoc Hovard, died March 7, 1851, aced 24 
. (years. 

Tyenty—-Third Article. 


Ye herewith continue the sketches of persons who were vell 
known end lived to good old ages 


Mrs, James Adems died July 1, 1871, azed 70 years. 
Fuldah Wilson, mother of Mrs, J. K. Vosburgh, Cied Aug 


(1875, aged 83 y 
Crin “wheeler died Feb. 19, 1866, aged 75 years. 


io 
= 
ident of Clarkson, Ciec at Rochester 


- Ester D., widow of Silas D, Walbridge, for 4 long time a res- 
42 


y March 10, 1076, age 


Adeline, wife of John Rice, died 


Timothy Rice died in Hamlin Feb, 22, 1876 


John Filler cied Feb. 16, 1862, aged Gh. years. 

Uary A, Mershon died May 25, 1671, aged 7 yearSe 

Willian Fielden died Sept. 20, 1886, aged 83 years. 

Lydia Ferris died in Union Sept. 30, 1558, aged 57 years. 

‘Mlliam Flood died May 16, 1873, aged 80 years. 

Rachel Me Intire died-March ll, 1864, sged &8 years. 

John r, Hamlin came to the fon in 1833. Te die 
ed 68 years. Emeline, hiswife, peers 

- ag: 
Jane Jackson died Sept. 10, 1871, aged 73 yeerss 


Phoebe Haicht, widow of Moses Maicht, died eb. 8, 1860, aged 
(70 years. 
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Elijah Hamlin, who had been a resident of Clarkson, died at 
Avon, Oakland County, Mich., April 12, 1858, aged 91 years, 


Deborah Arn Hammon, widow of Shubal Famaon, died Jan. 1, 1€77, 


4 (aced 74 years. 
vrs. Sally Ann Saze dicd Dec, 19, 1834, aged 78 years. 


Jonn Steele died Oct, 7, 1884, aced 84 years, 


Enoch Sweat, a carriage builder, died Sent, ay 2O7O 


§dem Snycer died Dec. 1, 1879, eged 81 years. His widow Ccied 
Oct. 31, 1880, aged .82 years. 


George Storms died July 15, 1879, arced 79 years. 

Mrs, Selly MH, Sveat dicd Feb, 7, 1883, aged 72 yearse 

Aaron G, Smith died Aug. 6, 1852, ased 92 years. 

Experience Stow died “us. 16, 1871, eged 74 years. 

Samuel Smith died Nov, 24+, 1860, eged 75 years. “~-. Sot Py 
Mrs, Henry R, Selden died May 29, 1861, ward 75> yearse 


Silas Snaulcing, father of the late Sidney Spaulding, of 
Brockport, Gied Mov, 29, 1864, aced 79 years. 


Mrs, William Seaton died M-y 2, 1871, aged 76 years. 
Benjamin F, Coleman died Oct. 22, 1880, aged 68 years. 
Isem Clark cicd Dec. 12, 1885, aged 86 years. 

Ers. Davic Demarest me Dec. 8, 1875, aged 75 yearse 
H. Clark died Jan. 4, 1874,. azed 93 years. 


Catherine Cropsey, widow of Jaccamiah Cronsey, died April 20, 
1884, aged &1 years. Fer husband cied thirteen years previous. 





Mrs. Clara Coleen died at Redmants Corners Apr. 2, 1875, aged 
: ' . (87 years. 
’ 7 La) 

Yargaret Cooper 7ied Jan. 26, 1885, aged S4 wearse 
"rs, George B. Lewis died April 9, 1871, aced 76 years. 
Anna Perry Cied Feb. 9, 1871, aged 8 years. 

Eliza A. Eushnell died Oct. 4, 1879, aged 75 years. 

| Eliza A. Bishop died Dec. 20, 1883, aced 81 years. 


Oliver Babcock cied July 8, 1884, azed 80 years. 
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Frederick Babeock died Aus. 16, 1861, aed 79 years. 
Maria Babcock died May 9, 1897, aged 79 years. “esc 2 nis’ 
Amasa Spring died in July, 1860, aged 65 years, 

Isaac Bristol died Feb. 1, 1876, aged 85 years. 

James Brower died Sept. 18, 1871, aged 87 yeas. 


Sarah, widow of James Brown, died Avril 22, 1683, aged 86 years. 


It was- Emma P, Miller,. 
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Twenty-"ourth Article. 


As we have before stated, the first general election was held 
in the town on the th, 5th and 6th cays of November in the 
year 1822, The election was held each day at a different 
place, a sort of soing around 2 cirevit. The insnectors of 
election were Aretas Haskell, Custavus Clark, Lewis Swift, 
Theophilas Randall and Truman Cook. The officers voted for 

as Stated were, governor, lieutenant governor, four senators 
for the eichth senatorial district, a member of congress, 

three members of assembly, a sceriff, a county clerk and four 
coroners, The followings is the result of the vote as recordeds 


For governor =~ Joseph C. Yates 182. ~ : 
For lieutenant governor - Henry Huntington 135, Erastus Root 45. 
For senator — Asa Lee Davidson 138, Eligur Vebster 137, James 
Genson 135, Calvin Filmore 122, Joseph Snencer 31, Heman J. 
Redfield: 36, Timothy EH, Porter 34, David Eason 33. be 
For member of consress - Toses Eayden?139, John H. cones 36. 
For member of assembly - John =cwmen 178, Sarmel &, Pradley ~ 
143, Simeon Stone 24 135, Ezra Sheldon 40, Joseph Sibley 37, 

; ; jor tine Graves Iv. 
For sheriff - Solomon Close 141, Fenry Fellows 17, John P. 

7 (Patterson 23. 
jor H. Smith 160, Reuben Willey 143, John Gar- 
m Cobb 143, Nathaniel Negus 27, John Arv- 

(strong 37, Orin E._‘tibbs 27. 
For county clerk - S. Melancton Smith 129, “lisha Sly 44. 


‘a 
a 


butt 143, “Willi 


It appesrs thet one hundred ané eishty-one votes vere cast. 
But one candidate for sovernor was voted for. The Democratic 
Vote averaged about 140, and the Whig vote about 40. 


Cn the 3d, 4th and Sth of November, 1823, the nexs general 
election was held, and the following votes vill shoy the can- 
Gidates in the field for the respective offices: 
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For two senators - Robert Me Kay 125, James Norton 119, John 

Rowman 100, James Ne Call 96. 

For three members of assembly - Ashley Samson 125, Reuben Wil- 

ley 123, Sammel B. Bradley 123, Enos Stone 96, Major H. Smith 
(95, Peter Price 96. 

At this election 220 vot-s were polled, and the ‘hig vote was 

considerably increased, 


The next year - the lst, 2d and 3d day of November, 182k - 
the election was held with the following result: a 


For governor - Dewitt Clinton 199, Sarmel Youngs 121. 

Tor licatenant covernor - Jsmes Talmadge 200, =rastus Root 116. 
For senator - Samuel “ilkxirson 199, Robert Fleming 118. 

For member of concress = Moses Hayden 197, Charles 4H, Carroll 115. 
For three members of assembly - Gustavus Clark 222, Thurlow 
Weed 200, Henry Fellows 204, James Seymour 112, =nos Stone 98, 
, (James Smith 109. 
The vote at this election on the conzressional cencidates 

foots up 316, which was a large increase. “wo noted candci- 
dates ran for office, Dewitt Clinton, the "father of the Erie 
Canal," and Thurlow Veed, then a resident o* Rochester. The 
Democrats had an average majority of about 80, . The,inspectors 
of election were Custavus Clark, Ezekiel Farmon, Witter Stev- 
ard, Zebulon Williams and William Clark. 





The election held on the 7th, 8th, and 9th days of November, 
1825, resulted as follows: . 


For senator - Benedict Brooks 137, Etuar Be Allen, lili. 
For three members of assembly - Janes Smith 135, John P. Pat- 
terson 135, John Garbott 135, Vincent Matthews 116, Henry Fel- 
lows 116, Issac Lacey 116. 
For sheriff - domes Seymour 156, Jacob Gould 94. 
For county clerk - Timothy Doarcman 136, Simeon Stone 2d 114, 
For four coroners - Reuben Viley 135, Nathaniel Negus 13 
George Brever 135, Sarmel Castle 135, Joseph Thompson 115, 

5, “William Brevster 115, Peter Hopkins 115, 


ss the whole numbered but 250. The 
Democratic majorities ranged from 20 to 60. 


i a i a a AE a a a 
% ‘ 


a Deus ct int WT er 
“23 tfeutenant Dee og te Hoty hantinzto 
-(Pitche 
For senator — John Van Tossen 177, arles H, Carroll 
For member of concress - Znos Pomeroy 174%, Daniel D. Sarnard 149, 
For three members of assembly - Jacob Gould 170, Jereny S. 
Stone 172, Joseph Thomason 172, Peter Price 151, Abelard Rey~ 
Nolds 152, Josevh Sibley 152. 
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a¢ this time the State senator was chosen for but one year. 
The record of the above vote is apparently very imperfect, as 
it shows that for the candidates for sovernor the total ‘rote 
was 277, for lieutenant governor 278, for, senator 326, for 
member of congress 323. " é 


Te election of 1827 was held on the 5th, 6th and 7th days of 
November, when the following named candidates received the 
number of votes as stated: 


For senator - Timothy Porter 408. | 

For three members of the assembly - Ezra Sheldon 295, Timothy 
Childs 295, Francis Storms 292, John P. Petterson 119, Szrmel 
S. Selden 119, Peter Price 120, 


Four justices of the peace for the town were also chosen at 
this election - Francis Losee 135, William Clark 134, Ariel 
Chase 127, Pilla Cook 104, Samuel A. Pervy 293, Adin Manley 
289, Sarmel tead 289, William Groves 292, 


There was but one cendidate for-senator, and his vote indi- 
cates the whole number of votes cast. The election cf jus- 
tices of the peace at the general election was pursuant to an 
act passed Avril 7, 1827. They were divided into four class~- 
es, and by lot Adin Manley became one, Samuel Fead two, Wil- 
liam Groves three, and Samuel A. Ferry four. 


Tyentye—Frifth Article. 


The general election held on the 3d, “th and Sth of November, 
was the one of the mos* imnortence that had thus far occurred 
in the history of the town, as it included not only county 

end State officers, but for the first time presidential elect- 
ors. The certivicate of the election says that 493 votes 

were given for sovernor, 500 for lieutenant sovernor, 408 for 
senator, 508 for member of congress, and 508 for presidential 
electors. The seneral vote wes as follows: 

For governor - Martin Van Buren 228, Solomon Southwick 127, 
Smith Thompson 128. : : 
For lieutenant sovernor - Francis Granger 119, John Crary 1C, 
Fnos L. Throop 241. : 

For member of conzress - Addison Gardner 248, Timothy Childs 
227, Daniel D, Barnard 33. 


Presidential electors - James ¥, Gurnsey 259, Matthew Narner 249. 


For three members of the assembly - Hemen Norton 228, Reuben 
Willey 228, John Garbutt 228, Isaac Jacl:son 270, John Williams 
269, “lisha Taylor 270. 

For sheriff - Jemes EK, Livingston 226, William J, Ne Cracken 
7, Peter Price 265. ; a 

For four coroners - Rufus Beach 228, Levi Pond 228, John Arm- 
Strong 228, Levi Lacy 228, William Williams 270, Feter Eop-~ 
“ins 270, Clerk Butler 270, Aaron Newton 270. 

Por senator - Daniel H. Fitzhugh 242, Philander Dennett 242, 
Yilliem H, Snencer 42. 
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There appears to heve been three sets of candidates for most 
of the offices, It was probably one of the early Democrat 
splits. The irsnectors of election were illiam Groves, nee 
ry Xetcham, Stephen Randall and John Palmer. 


In 1829 the generel election was held on the 2d, 3a and 4th 
days of November with the following results: 


For senator — Albert H. Tracy 224, Samuel Russell 222. 
For three asserblymen - Enos Stone 228, Timothy Parnard 228, 
Joseph Sibley 227, Eera Sheldon 216, Thulow Weed 216, Joseph 
Randall 216, Custaws erarun®. 


The whole vote was “LG, and as between the two parties was 
auite close. ‘The record was made up by Gustavus Clark, and 
was business-li’-e and clear, 


The general elec’ ion of 1830 was held Fovember Ist, Da and 3d 
with the following outcome: 


For agsyenies ~ nos T. Throop 286, Praneis Granger 229. 
For lieutenant governor - Edwerd P. Livingston 206, Semuel 
(Stevens 229, 
For senator - Joseph Sibley 258, Abraham Cantine 288, Trun- 
bell Cary 228, Philo C. Fuller 228, This is the. record, but 
it is elearly erronecus, as there is a total of 1,152 votes. 
For member of congress =- Calvin H. Bryan 292, Frederick Whit- 
(tlesey aa 
For three members of assembly - Joon E, Patterson 289, Daniel 
D. Barnard 290, Bmanuel Case 289, Isaac Lacy 226, Samuel ¢. 
Andress 226, Peter Price 223. 


The inspectors of election were Fenry Martin, 4retas Maskell, 
Billa Cook and Martin C. “itbeck. 


On the 7th, Sih and 9th days of November, 1831, the genersl 
ted 


(election resulted: 
For senator - Femon J. Redfield 232, John Rirdsell 166. 
For three members of the assembly - Fletcher. M, Faisht 235 
Janes Smith 23%, Abe? Baldwin 233, Sarmel ¢, Andrews 159, tra 


Bh 1ows. 159, HH lliem B. Brow 159, 

For sheriff - Seth Saxton 236, Ecra M. Parsons 159. 

Por county clerk -— Austin Spencer 236, Leonard Adams 15d. 

For four coroners + Adonijah Grau 23) Elisha Pi Davis 234, 
James Sperry 234, Jamin Strong 234, lathaniel Fail? 1594 Asbel 
MW. Riley 159, Levi Pond 157, Jo shua Tripp 159. - 


On the 5th, 6th and 7th days of Novenber , 1832, oceurred the 

usual election, and with the vote for presideati+i clectors 
(added. 

For governor - William L. Marcy 314, Franeis Granger 253. 

For lieutenant governor = John Tracy 214, Samuel Stevens 263. 

Por scenator - Pletcher M, Faisht 314, John Criffin 262. 

For member of conzcress - Isase Hills, 315, Frederick Whittle- 
(sey 261. 
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eratic ticket 313, the 
(Whig ticket 2°7. 

For th ly - David 3. Fetes 318, Jo- 

seph Sibley 312, Rosyell Wickwin 312, Timothy Childs 257% 


for presidential electors - the Dem 


O 


resi@ential electors was 46. ‘The 
1¢ largest that had thus far been 
(east in the town. 
Result of the election held November 4th, 5th and 6th, 1833: 


The Democratic majority 
ywnole vote ¥as 3. and 





For senotor - John F. Jones 338, Albert H. Tracy 125. 
Tor three members of assembly - Slihu Chorch 337, Fletcher F. 
Haight 339, Jeremy L. Stone 337, Isaac Lacy 133, Timothy 
I nN 


Childs, 121, Chaumcey Porter 122. 


™e inspectors of election, Sershom 5. Gillett, Jemes Hoy, 

Jorn C. Annin and William Clark, "Do further certify that no 

votes were given either for or asainst electing the mayor or 

New Yori: by the clectors thereof; thet 216 votes were given 

for euthorizing the legislature to reducé the duty on salt." 
t 


-45 


Shig vote was very light at 
over one-third of the total vor 


f the election held on the 3d, th and 5th deys of 
| Novenber, 153%: 
For governor - William L. Narey 376, William H. Seware 261. 


€ 5 
Tor lieutenent sovernor - John Tracy 377; Sitas-. Stillvell 262. 
For senator ~- James Smith 377, Henjsmin Chamberlin 377, Isaac 
3 e ? 


Lacy 261, Chauncey J. 


ox 261. 
For member of congress - 


Fletcher =. Heicht 362, Timothy 

ae. | (Childs 255. 
For three members of assembly - Horace Gay 376, Silas Judson 
376, Samiel Rich 376, Dedrich Sibley 252, George Erown 252, 
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For sheriff - John % Patterson 376, Zlias Pond 250. 
For county clerz - Se@un 6, Samiel G. andrews 252. 
For four.coroners - Svtvyaster H, Parkance 376, Samuel Mead 


~ oR. 


| 373, Peter Hopkins 375, Josenh A. T=2stman 376, Ashbel . Ri- 

| ley 252, Joseph Creenleef 259, Phidrus Carter 252, Ceorge a 

| (stone 2526 

| This was the first cancidecy of Willian H. Seward for govern- 
cr, At this or a subsequent election Elias Pond, (brother of 

j Lexi Row, a well mown Brocknortor of Many yeers aco) was 

| chosen: sheriff. Simeon 5. Jewett was one of the inssectors 

| aa ‘ ( of election. 


The election held November 2d, 34, and 'th, 1835, resulted: 


| Fer senator - Benjemin Velvorth 33, Chauncey I. Fox 116. 

| Tor three members of assembly - Horace Say 333; Josesh Sibley 
1 333, Micajah YW. Firby 333, Dedrick Sibley 119, Enoch Strong 

s 119, Silas Walker 119. 
For coroner - rrencis KX. Peekwith 233, Ephrein Gilbert 99. 
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A : . 
‘ 


On the 7th, 8th and Sth of Novemher, 1836, the interest in 
the election was increased by voting for presidential elec- 


‘tors. The vote resulted: 


For governer - Villian L,. Marcy 329, Jesse Suel 259. 


For lieutenant governor - John Treacy 379, Gameelish Hh. Par- 


: : (stow 250, 
For senator - Alexis Warner 329, Samuel York 250. 
For memter of assembly - Horace Gay 227, Timothy Childs 249, 
For presidential electors - the Democratic ticket 320, the 

“(thie ticket 260, 
For three members of ascomhly = Fister L, Stevens 320, Mica- 
4ah VY. Kirty 329, John E, Patterson 229, Dedrich Sibley 250, 
Silas Walker 250, Levi Russell 250, i 


‘ 


t. 


Jenn E, Patterson was a Democrat at that time. In later © +x 
years he became a Republican, He lived in Parma. tae 


annem een, 0 -_— os ae = oe —os 
Tywenty=-Sixth Article. "eo 


The town Sock, from which these election statistics are con- 
filed, was in the main excellently kept, but there ere ve 

? 2 * = ? 
confusing exceptions. 


In 1637 the ceneral ele 


C held on the 6th, 7th and 6th 
days of November with th 


tion was 
is resul 


15 

For senator = John 3, Skinner 243, William A. Mosely 252. 
For three members of assembly - Abershai Coodell 242, Philanc- 
er Fane 242, Henry O'Reilly 241, Derick Sibley 255, “zra Shel- 
don Jr., 256, John Patterson 256, 
Yor sheriff - Peter Fopxins 248, Darius Perrin 251. 
For county cler': - Fenry R..Selden 254, Ephraim Goss 245. 
For four coroners: - John Armstrong 2-2, Sylvester FH. rackeard 
2.2, Daniel Rich 242, Ephraim Blackmore 242, Davi Carnenter 
254, Silas Valver 255, ‘WAlliam G. Russell 256, Benjamin F. 

5 . * (Ved 2566 
It will be observed that at this selection Henry R. Selden, ~ 
hen a Democrat, was running for the office of county clerk, 
end that Dr. Devis Carpenter was one of the candidates for 
coroner. The vote was very close. 
1t of the vote cast at the alection held . 


Here is the result 
uF nd 7th. 1838: 


Nov. 5th, 6th ana 


For governor - William H. Seward 342, William L.. Marcy 312. 
For lieutenant governor - Luther Zracish 341, John Treey 312. 
for senator -— Henry Hawkins 339, Addison Gardner 312. 

“Or member of congress -— Thoias Kempshall 337, Henry R. Sel- 
Ee (den 321. 
“or three members of assenbly - William S. Bishop 343, John 
P, Stull 343, Henry P. Norton 343, James H. Gresory 312, 
Tsaae Jackson 212, Josenh Cox 312. 
Yon, Henry P. Norton was elected. T 

at this time were Theodore Chapin, Azariah A 
Randall and Henry L. Smith 


z 2 
tors of election 
*% 7 ~ 


f°) 
hley, Stephen 
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the election on the 4th, Sth and 6th days of Fovember, 1839, 
: z (resulted: 
vor senator - Isaac R. Elwood 346, Abram Dixon 324. 


‘For three ‘embers of assembly - Luther Tucker 338, “lexandcer 


Yoornees 338, “Villiam H. Seymour 337, Mos Strong 330, Der- 


rick Sibley 330, George 3rown 330. z! 
On the 24, 34 and 4th deys of November, 1640, oceurred th 
general election including oresicential electors, with this 
(result: 
For goverror - William H, Seward 3595, William C. Bouck 376. 
For lieutensnt governor - Ivther Sradish 355, Daniel 5. Lick- 
(inson 375. 
For senator Sarmel “Yorks 355, John D. Eudson 376. , a 
For member of congress - Timothy Chilés 359, Lyman 5. Lang- 
QO 


| , Gvorthy 366. 
For vresic¢ential electors - the Democratic teexet 371, the 
% (Ihig ticket 358. 
Froeh Strong 397, Iucius Lil- 


For three members of assembly - 
ly 356, Alexander Kelsey 356, E. Henry Barnard 373, Samuel | 
Bayliss 373, Josiah Howell 373. 
For sheriff - Charles L. Pardee 356, Jozsph Sibley 373. 
For county clerk -— James “,. Smith 356, Isaac Hills Waa 
For four coroners - Devis Carsenter 356, James Todges 3565 
Nathaniel Hall 355, John E. Thessson 322, John Armstrong 373, 
Francis X. Beewith 373, Nicholes Reed 373, Harry P,.. Dennels 373. 
he total vote was 731, which was very large. The Democrats 
had an cverace majority of about 20. The subseribing inspec- 
tors of election were William Croves, Stephen Randall, James 
R. Thompson, Edward Rusgles and Henry be Smith. 
The folloying was the result of the election held Mov. lst 2d 
: (and 34, 1&+1: 
For senator - Lymen Tates 378, Cideon Fard ath. : 
For four members of assembly - Lyman 3. Lancvorthy 376, fonry 
Vartin 38%, Josevh Sibley 379, Ceorse 5. Stone 312, Frederick 
Starr 315, Henry R. Hiegins 314, Asa Pride 1, “illian C. Bloss 


1, John Efner 1, Delazon Smith 2. 


Givided until 1852 by the setting off 
of Union, (now Hamlin) end the record book covers the whole 
WEod until that date, from 1841 till 16052 there is no rec~ 
ord of a general election. Fhe record is anite complete of 
the town elections, the lay out of roads, the no néary of 
Toad districts, the appointment of pathmasters, 8 @xigter of 
livestock mers, list of strays, ete. It is probable thst no 
Tocord of che vote cast at the general elections was made lat- 
er than 1841, unless it has been resumed since 1852. 


Though the town was not 


The town record does not mske mention of any arrensenents for 
holdinz the general elections = the places for holdine the 

elections, compensation to the persons where held, the pay of 
Clerks, inspectors, etc. Five inspectors were chosen annual- 
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ly, and so many of them as served sicned the certificates of 
the general elections. ) Ald 
At the town election held in 1®41 the entire action taken, be- 
sides the choice of tdéwm officers, vas voting "That ve have 
three assessors, four constables; thet the inspectors of com= 
mon schools be ellowed %1 per day for services rendered; that 
the collector collec” the taxes for three per cent,, anc that 
ne town meeting ve adjourned until the first Tuesday in 

Verch next, to be held at the house of Alexander Hilton." Wo 
provision was made for the general election, and it is not 
shown by the record that. eny mceting was held during the yeer 
to arrenge for elections or the payment of bills... 


The general election notes that we have published possess 
mich historical interest in showing who were candidates Tos 
offices, and how the vote as to parties stood. 


In our previous article we stated that Elias Pond was a broth 
er of Levi Pond. He was a son. 


An old resident of Clarkson informs us that at di 
tines the srenerel three days elections vere held 
t 


ty 
U 
Corners, Redman's Corners, Zeach's Corners, Ladd 's Co 
oO © 
* 


ag 
at Clarkson 
I s Cor 
Kane's Corners, Uamlin Centre, at the Houston hove 2 
Lata's Corners, and at the red schoolhouse in 


Tie vote for State senators is thus expleined by a gentleman 
who befan voting in the thirties. In the first. place four 
were chosen, and it was cecided by lot that one-was for one 
year, one for two years, one for three years, and one for 
four years. Thereafter one was elected annually, and when 
the record, to which we made previous reference, showed esch 
party running for two candidates, there was a vacancy towmilM.. 
The pecoré aid not state this fact, and thus there appeared 
to be a large excess of votes. 

| 2------0.0------~ 


=. Twenty-Seventh Article. 


It was customary in Clarkson at an early Gey to hold most of 
the town elections at a hotel at the villesce, and the custom 
has been quite generally followed up to the present tire. It 
was always voted at 2 town election at what place the next 
elec*ion would *e held, until within some six or eisht yeors. 
This was cone in all of the towns, anc sore anuses followed, 
for instance, in Sweden a few written ballots located an elec- 
tion at Cooley's Zasins The law was ehansed, and in order %o 
Change the place of hotcing a towm election, a notice must be 
given a stated period before an election of such an intention. 


The places designated in Clarkson is a practical record of 


the hotel keevers of the different periods, and for this rea- 
Son is oF considerable interest. 
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The first election, on the 4th of April, 1820, was held a* =. 
the hotel of Abel Baldwin. The next two years it was held at 
tretas Haskell's, Then at Abel Beldwin's for two yesrs. In 


1826, 1827 and 1826 at the hotel of Silas ‘falbridge. In 1899 


the election was held ie the house of Adolphus fered. but it 
4s not stated as being a hotel. . In 1830 it was held at the 
notel of Josevh FE. Lovejoy. In 1831 it was held at the Wel- 
bridge Hotel. In 1832 at Lovejoy's. In 1833 the place of 
election was at the schoolhouse near A. Salisbury's. I>. 183), 
1835, 1836 and 1837 ai the inn of Olive’. H. Boyd. In 1838 IG 
was held at the hotel of Waterman Davis, who at a later cate 
kept a hotel at Brockport, °Tn 1839 the election was again 
held at the hotel of Silas Valbridze., In 1840 the election 
was held at the hovse of E. C, White. The next yerr it was 
again held at the Walbridge Hotel. The Following year it was 
held et Alexender Hilton's. In his and 1844 the election 
was held st Samuel Srown's. In 1845 it was held at A, D, Ray- 
mond's, In 1846 it was held at Tabac Houston's. In 184-97 act 


was held at the house of Daniel Pease, now 2 resicens of — 


port. 15848 the election wes held at ine house of Henry: ' 

Purch, iy Epein's Certre, now Hamlin village. In 1849 the oe 
tion was held at the house of Jeres C. Patterson, who became 

a well tes resident of Brockport. He sig at what is now 
Yamlin Centre. The election was held at his house in 155¢, 
1851, 1852, and it was voted to hold the sleetion there in 
1853, but the town was divided before that date. Thus it ap- 
pears that the town elections for four years before the town 
was Civided were held at Hamlin Centre. 


ri Peach!s Corners. 





On the Late Road five miles north of Frockport is Peach's Cor- 
ners = the four corners formed by the north anc south Leke 
Reed, and an east anc vest road extending from about a nile 


a 
south of Kendall Mills to the Parma line the latter is the 
dividing line Poe weer the sera, Fe Clarkson end Hamlin. 


At the first tour election hele in 1820 Ora Peach w 
ed pathnaster of road district numver 14, This 

pete eo in 1521 as beginnixns at the feur corne 
Cook's, (who lived on the Laéd Road; ) west _to th 


were Ora Beach, Janes ThOPD, Billa £06k iJanes 


Man Cook and Allen Beach, fhe number of the district é 
first afh°BF br fOnL3 ntnene 16.0274 | HAST HBad Pad Str aera. 
ang 3 og mos: of the time ke tee packs aster. He either died 
in 1832 or removed from the town, as his name no longer 4 
peared on the tax roll. As no proverty vas taxed to the Pani- 
ly in 1833, it is a fair supzosition that the family removed 
away, The name of Allen Beach, rreviously mentioned, cid not 
appear but once in the road Gistrict list. ‘ec have thus far 
been unable to accertoin what beeame of Ora Beach, from whon 
ve 


the neme of Peach's Corners was derived. Ne lived 
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on the northeast corner of the four ur corners. 


Beach's Corners has never contained directly more than rour 
dwelling houses. The first house on the nortrwest corner was 
puilt by a man named KR. D. Jones. ‘bed house on the southeast 
corner was used at an early day as a hotel, anc the general 
elections were at times held there. The place never had a 
store or Dlacksmith snop. 

on =- 0, Onn 


TyentyeSichin Article. 


Gn the 19th of June, loe+, three road districts were laid out 
with % he Viowing descriptions: ) "Beginning necr the, franed 
lr, Raxter lives at the northesst corner of 
Es c-ion 11 of tom 5, thence west on the lire 
of Let & “DBS en “pe sO the middle of the Lake Road." The next 
one is ceserined as "beginning a at the southeast corne? oF Lot 
ff in Section 9 of Town #5, near a Log schoclhouse on the mid- 
Gle Lake Road,“and rumnivs thence east on the line of lots 125 
chains to the "north and south road by Jeremiah “5 sner's. ie 
fThe*third is cescribec as "beginning etthe-southves: corncr 
of Lot carr Section LE, Township 2 and runnirs north on the 
line of lots 62 links to the road leading west rast Jacob Eos- 
ner'’s." At that i. sie Case was surveyor, and William 
fompkins and Areta kell conmissioners of hishvavs. 
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At the November clection in 1926 an amendment to the con 
tion was voted wnon - 40 elect justices of the peace by 
neople = in favor of which there vere 226 votes, and none 
against. The ! anondment was adoptca, and after thet cate jus- 
tices were elec’ ced, having D previously been apnvointec. Ina 
previous article we zave the nemes of the four first chosen, 
and how their term of service wes Getermined by lot. Tror 
thet period until the present one justice Ras been chosen an- 
mally, excent when there wore vacencies fo. silt. 
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31 it was voted "that fences snall 
ha igh, and so constructed or made og 
rails or other mate hat the space hetueen the raiis“or 
naterials shalt not he e then seven inches. That was a 
"lawful fence," ané had such fences been tent up better than 
they sometimes were, there vould have been fewer aninosities 
le 


between neich>ors and much less litlgation. 


zs the town election in 1826 it was "Hesolved, thas the com= 

missioners of hishvays are hereby required to rebuile the ; 
bride over sandy Eek vhere the save crosses the “oe 
Foac. That weg the present Redman Road, end the % 
by a0 Brockway mills. 
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The sum of “9.42 was voted to Harmon & Stanton at the town 
elec’ion in 1842 for making ballot DOKESe 


After the Givision of the town the first town election was 
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nelad at the hotel of Silas Walbridge, March 1, 1853. At that 
election the foilowi~: officers were chosen: Supervisor, 
James H, Warren; town clerk, Justus Palmer; justices of the 
peace, Wayne ta ziche im, Levis Files and Williams Johnsons suner= 
4ntendent of s chools, David Henrys; collector, Washi inston Le 
Rockwells assessors, David Wellman and Chauncey Allens cormis- 
sioners of highways, T. C. Perry and Adam Moores overseers of 
poor, John MN. Zowman and Joseph Tozier; constables, Vashing= 
ton L, Rockwell, Eber Coleman, Edgar S ring ss Ariel | Jellman; 


‘inspectors of election, John NM, Bowman, Jesse Harroun and Wil 


liam Price. ‘the pathmasters appointed weres District 1, Al- 
mansa Brace; 2, John Chrisvell; 3, Edgar Spring; les Willian 
Porter; 6, Christopher Coker; 49, Willian Lovery, Sres 31 
Daniel Belden: 20s Cordon Richards; 32, Edvard Havkins 3 eke 
Wayne Marlchans 34, Paul Snyder = 35: Sa Ge, Perny: 3 Fs Henry’ ~ ty 


Nixons 383 § Samuel Whipnles 39, "Henry | Boutell; 57, Lawrence 
Coopers 90, : Leonard dys 59, Jonas Shafer: 60, James 0. 
Seigler; BL. “tien D. Tracy. “he road district numbers were 


2 


divided. ‘this election was helc thirty-seven years ago. 
Kany of those mentioned ere now Living in Cl«rkson and vicin- 


ity, and meny have been recorded as occupants of the neichbor- 


(hood cencteries. 
A special Mum meetings was held at the house of Daniel Pease 
on the agth..of Aprild,, 1837, >to yote unon the question ef 
eron*ing excise licenses, The votes ir favor of licenses 
were al is and those against 260. pete son has usually been a 
for license town, at Teast in recent yesrs. Ihe vote refer- 
red to was taken before the town was divided. At an early - 
daycthere was a distillery of whiskey at the village, shi sh cey 
yas cheap, anc the distillery had a good patronage. 6.26 re= 
lated thas on one occasion a man livinse three or four miles 
from the distillery started for it with a jug. People vere 
exce-dingly familiar and accomodating in the early times, and 
if one was vassinge the common salutation was, Wynere are you 
going," He of course renlied "to ihe distillery.’ When he 
got to the distillery he had. wremty-tvo jWes, representin7 as 
nany fait Lhee. For this last item of olden time events we 
are indedt to the present chief dispenser of justice. Oth- 
er towns hed distilleries, ané it does not follow from the 
facts stated that the people of Clarkson at any period avcT= 
aged better or worse than the people of other towns who cid 
~------0,0---=-~- (similar things. 
Twenty-Tirth Article. 


| 
the same as "used for the sane districts before the town was _ 
t 
i 
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Sometime aso in giving a list of the cemeteries esta>lished- : 
at an early ¢ late in the tdwm of Clarkson, yecrs before the 

tom was Givided, no mention was mode of the cem 1ebery estad- 
lished at Fane's Corners, now “ast Hatin = Tha’, is a small 
See) incline only about half an acre of land. It is 
Shaded by a few pine trees, and the rank =TOt sth of golden rod, 
milk weed sia -pags in¢icates that the soil cf that locality 

is very fertile. ‘The trees have so blackened some of the 
headstones that their inscrintions are illegible. 
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In obtaining a list of the principal persons buried in this 
cemetery, as shown by the inser riptions, the earliest burial 
found was that of 4nna, wife of James Cheever, who died Hay 
10, 184, aced 55 yeers, there were perhaps earlier inter- 
menvs under the hillocks having no memorial stones. 


tied Oct. 2+, 1848, aced 55 years. Hannah, 
ch A 30, 1866, arsed 6. years. ‘ 


>? 


Lawrence Tompkins 4 
his widow, died Mar 
Alburtus Simmons di ed 3 fay 10s 1879, aced 81 years. His wife 
died May 19, 1876, ased 78 yeers, ae 


Mary, wife of Charles L, Pomptins, died Nov. 11, 186, ared 

' Oo years. 

Eveline, wife of Joseph eheais died Sent. 13, 1844, aced 

(26’ years. 
Whitman Corbin died Sept. 7, 1853, asec 46 years. 


John R, Ashby died June 18, 1862, aged 65 years. 

Thomas Winsrove died Feb. 26, 1847, aced 71 years. 
Mery Jane, wife of Wricht Psrlow, died Aug. 1, 1848, aged 2h 
(years, 
Robert Sharp Gied Aug, 23, 1853, aged 45 years. 


Sarah, wire of Charles Murch, died Sept. 10, 1857, aged 41 


D 
Jacob \Hall died Fob, 18, 1861, aged 6 
wife, died Oct. 11, 1659, ased 60 year 


Melson Green Gied March 29, 1850, eeed 40 years. 


. 3 


Jacob Fosmire Cied Oct, 25, 1851, aced 39 years. 


Margare’. E., wife of C. 3B. Levis, died Aug. 12, 1858, area 40 


(vecrs. 
+i, 


Adaline, wife of John Me Farland, (the stone being >roken th 
age and gate of Ceath does not appesr.) 


Margarét, wife of VW. FH. Coons; died Fab. 28, 1853, aced 85 
Tad: (years. 
Eve, wife of Marcus Simmons, died March 1s 1851, aged 77 


Prenkfort WV Wheelock died viprags 18 , aged 32 
os Pet 4 i a 


Tem We ca died. Fab. 25, 1947, ased 71 years 


The-e is but one monument in the cemeter "Ys and it belongs to 
' {Ira B, Gates. 
Kane's Corners. 
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Fane's Corners (new East Hemlin) was neared after Villiam 


Lane, 


oper opone’ 



























7 
etd? ath I gsmpetoq fornttq sdv to sort) tntstdo Ag 
faturd * [tee ony 2008 aqttoent eft yd nwo _attotones 
sll both: odw eteveod) gemst io stlw ,snrné "enw bnvot 
w t+ {tas eanriteq otow otod? ,etscay ec bs HEE LOL 
‘,conove Ictromem on patved exfooli{id end Brus etnsm 
*stn9y ec 593 syent HS .t90 both. enblano® ‘eons twat 


e8TS9Y at bes (dak yOE doze beth gwoblw etd 


tiw eft: .emey [8 bears ,OYSE OF vaéM hots eftomte essisd fA 
4 seTsey BY fers ,dvSl e2f yoll Seth 


be3s g USL eif .voli both ,eatiqmo® ,J aeftadd to stiw syiey 
ee Oy » 


bons ,Of8L ,EL’.taed both ,noeqmodT dasrot to sttw ,enkieya 
MG cate 

a setsoy de bons ,f28L oP stqee both atdtod asatkAW 

.2ts9y 20 hogs ,SOSI ,SL snut Selb yideA 6A aos 

sersoy [9 fous , VSI ,0S .doT beltS ovotemtW eanod? 

°f .5u/ both ,wolasd sdpit to sttw ,ensl yras 


»nwA beth qisd&’ Predol 


.* 
© 
| 
4 
J 
i) 
X) 
it) 
" 
u 
2 
am 
™~ 


fx bens ,TeSr Of qe Bots ,rfors esl{tadd to stiw .dezee 


etd ,ortfom® ,ersoy £3 Bens ,fdSr .8f sdeT beth (fet. dooms. 
| ,oreey 08 bons ,CeSf , ff .#50 beth potew 


-etrey Of fons ,OC8L Oo dotsll beth eet) coslen 
-2tse~ C£ bens ,L@8F ,2S .t00 beth otimeol déose 
O# Bens ,SeSr Sf wav beth pebvel .& «Dd to stiw ..8 ‘erex tal | 


oft olor’ ‘gnted enote off) (oasis? of mdiot to stty ont tee 
etredgs ton esobsitse5 to sts * bers 


oT > 
es ar fee SS <de% Bath ¢ 2f000 efi «i to “etiy! a at 
tla ‘) 
me ear Z doteM beth ¢ Prom G avoret to. othe es 
st TSE9V7 ; bees 





~teM assy SE hos paar © dotal both iooleor a dn0%: 
vexssy ¢S bors CHAE 28 - «97 Beth ewobty abt’, 


’ ZH ‘ a 


j ec7tsey LY hens (NHBL <2 cot feds patbrsak Tae 1 


fs o | a) 


J o>} etnoled Ff bre Croton: ont at pea eno ahhh 


-20t89 2 eZ) wos ey 
| | - aBrarmeD stone 
(ons meititheette boanaeae (sebLennit diet ieit 


: 
sr 


Se Ve ee 








eae ew 


en ad 


Clarkson - 738 


é 


Blosscon “censtory’ In 1230 Philander Yane alt “the first ho- 
tel at Kene's Corners, and perhaps a share of the name of the 
_ (pleeecbelones to hin. 


“As early as 1625, through the canoe ea d influence of that 


stirring preacher Elder Eli Hannibal ss 12 Free Will Saptist 
Church Society was organized. In 184); the society io let Fe 
church, which stood about a mile north of the vresent edifice, 
A hamlet had grown up at Kane 's Corners, on a nev 
church was to be erected, after something of a strugerie, it 
was located about a mile south of the old hunch. 


Elisha Wheeler was the first postmaster at Kane's Corners, 
end was apnrointed during the Polk administration. Daniel 
Pease, now of Drockport, is credited with keeping the first 


(store. 
The place has tape thrived. Boon after the openins of the 
ney railroad new buildings were erected to some extent, and 


some of the old 7ee were creatly improved. There are now 
the church above referred to, two stores, 2 hotel, blacksmith 
3 2 3 ; 
(shop, etc. 





In 1811 Alanson Thomas. settled at vhatiis now called North 
Hamlin, Fe was an energetic man. Ue first milt a gristmill - 
and then e sewmill, ‘the place wes first kndwm as "Thomas 7 

! 


Mills," and later as Thomasville." The Fourierite settlement, 
hitherto cescribed in this series of articles, was located at 
this place... The Fourierites had a PROSE» A hotel vas kept 
for a time in the builcing now owned and oceupied by PL Move 
ey as a store. Ur, Fovey started the first ree a: fe store, 

and still continues it. lr. Villianson, now of Elarkson, con- 
ducted a rival store for a period 


The sewmill has been taken-dow. There is now a gristmill, 
store, blacksmith shop, schoolhouse and a few dwell INS. The 
Place never had a church. Mr, Hovey, the PEGE ent St sore keepe- 
er, Was the first postmaster, and now holds the office. 


Thomasville, ite Uorth Hamlin as it is now called, is about a 
mile from Lake Onterio by the crooked road, on the east side 
of the Sandy Baa way back this locality was called Port 
Dayard, and it was a veritable port with a Gock to which 
small sailing vessels csme and from whith they departed. 
There is about a mile of navigable water in the bay, anc the : 
best harbor on the Lake between Charlotte and Oak Orchard 
could be made at a-moderate cost. At the head of the bay 
North Hamlin is situated. ! 

wenn -0 .0- === 


Thirtieth Article 





In our last article on the early history of Clarkson ve gave 
some account of the vart taken by Alanson Thomas, after “hon 
Thomasville was named. Since then we have reeeived a call 
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from his son Peleg thomas, nov 2 resident of Matamora, Lopeer 
County, Hich.,.who has given us a very interesting sketch of 
nis father's history and added valuatle information in regard 
to the history of Clarkson before it was civided. 
Peleg Thomas, the father 
Island, vas one of the first settlers of the town of Sweden. 
The femily located northwest of the present Sweden Centre, on 
the farm next to the Chester Roberts farm, enc there built a 
log gristmill on the small stream that crosses the Lake Roed 
(near the Hart olace. 
In or about 1817 Alanson Thomas removed from Sweden to where 
the Sandy Creek crosses the Redman Road, ance took up his 
stode in a log:‘house. There he built a sawmill and sristmill, 
the first located et that place, and which in later years be- 
came known as "Grockway' Mills." ‘ 


2 Alanson thomas, a native of Rhode 


Pars 


p] 


In 1826 he removed to what is now called North Hamlin. He 
bought a farm of 156 acres, which ineluded all ef the land in 
the immediate vicinity of the sristmill nov owned and conduct~ 
ed by Mr. Mocrford. About seven years previous - ahout 1819 - 
Kesrney Newell, in behslf of the L- Roy Land Comseny, caused 

a sawmill to be built. “his savmill was on the nremises when 
the property was surchased by Alanson Thomas. Hr. Thomas 
built the first cristmil?. ‘when he first moved to Thomas- 
ville he lived in a digilog house that stood east of the mill 
on the bank of the stream, with the road toe the are vassing 
on the south side of the house, After a time he built and 
lived in the hovse now owned ané resided in by Hr. Mockford. 


The first schoolhouse was a log byildins a mile south of the 


mill on the farm of Nathaniel Terry. -he present Novey build- 
ine vas first used gs a tavern. In that buildins Ambrose 
Thomas, a son of Alsnson Thomas, kept the First store. 


When the Thomas family first removed into the town there 
were plenty of deer end other game in the woods, and the 
streams abounced in fish. 


Mr, Alanson Thomas had what is sometimes termed an "“old-fash- 
jioned family," that is e large family. His children in the 
order of their births were: Rowell, Peleg, Alanson, Le Poy, 
Doreas, Ambrose, Lyman, Kearney, and Cherieg ~ 9 in all. 
Arout twenty yerrs ago Mr. Alanson Thomas Sr. removed to Mich- 
igan, vhere he died Uct, 12, 1873, aged 89 years, and his re- 
Mains were trought to Brocksort and interred in the village 
cemetery. Fis wife Sarah, died June 20, 1°62, azed 71 years, 
and was buried at Brockport. Rowell Thomas, fne eldest SON, 
removed to Minnesota, and now resides there. Peleg is a res- 
ident of Michigan as before stated, Alansom died in Femlin 
June 18, 1851, aged 34 yeers, and was “uried a% Brockport. 

Le Roy is livine in Michigan. “oreas died in Michican, Ar- 
brose S, died in Hamlin, Feb. 5, 1855, azed 31 years, and was 
bu-ied at Brockport. Lyman died in Illinois Teb. 18, 1858, 
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north of Hamlin Centre, was built in 1874, Before the church 


Clarkson - 30 oS “ es a 


aged 32 years, and his remains were interred at Proekporte 
Kearney lives in Michigan. Charies died ia Michigan. 
Peleg Thomas, lone = resident of Sweden, was a son of the 
original Peleg and a brother of the Alanson Thomas after whom 
Thonasville was nomed. . 
Salisbury's Corners. 


Before the town-of Clarkson wes divided the now Hamlin Centre 
was Clarkson Centre, Sut away back ne four corners were 
known as Salisbury's Corners - named after Albert Salisbury, 
no became a resident in 1818, and Seer years later remov- 
ed from the town. His was the only house for a time, S17 
lead, “ohn Allen.and John Nowlan were in the neishsorhood. 
The first meeting house in what is now the town of Hamlin, 
and the second one in Clarkson, was built on the west side of 
the Tast Road a short Cistance north of the forks. It was a 
frame structure, had a steeple, and was considered excellent 
when erected. It was of the Free Will Baptist order, snd 
among tus ministers were. Elders Hannibal, Woodard and Davis. 
The church was burned. 


A short Cistane= south of the church mentioned, on the same 


side ot the TOAaC y was a store at an @&8 ‘rly p=riod, ‘the farm 
where it stood now being ocenpied by Christien Rose. 


mond built a hotel there, the first 


The Virst schoclhouse at Salis pasar Corners was located on 

the northwest corner, just seross ty: street to the north 

from where the Redman store sts me In 1842 this schoolhouse 
Tar 


was removed, and A. De 


at uhat was then Clar’sson Centre. This hotel was kept for 


sever al years by James Clinton Pat lene, i well tnown all 
about, who removed first to Brocknort and the en to Hichigan 

It was lastly kept by ae Dauchy, now of Clarkson, ae 
while he was its Landlord it was turned. The Baptist society 
was organized, bought the 15% where the hotel stood, and ~ 
built the present church edifice, ees was sometine after 
the division of the town of Clart:son. We have no data cf the 
Baptist society formation, but will be pleased to publish the 
nee Sn S: they be furnished. 


The Nethodt Church was tuilt in 1872. wWiieh was several 
years after ine Baptist was erected. The German church, nort 


es were built the church services were held at the school- 
; (houses. 

The first plactssmith shop at ee s Corners stood cn the , 
sou! theast corner, and was carried on, if not cwned hy dcha 

| (Rowes. 
The cenetery was on the Coulthurst farm, which was removed 
and abandoned about the time the railroad was cox structed 
through Hanlin, Henry Fimball was the first sostmsester, and 
then the place was known as Clarkson Con tree After the divi- 
Sion of the town in 1952 and the fmrmation of the town of 
Union, the place was called Union Centre. hesh ieter cate, 
when the name of the town was chanved from Union 30 Hamlin, 
the clace tecarie Hamlin Centre, end thus continues, and it 
has hed a good cegree of nrosperity. For severol years Mr. 


James EH. Redman has been the nostmaster and a prospgrous ner- 
‘(ebant. 
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PIONEER DAYS IN WESTERN ALLEG’N COUNTY 


Tre material here reproduced was compiled by Fenry FE. Hute 


chins and was published in the Commercial-Record of Saugatuck, 


Michigan, beginning October 12, 1919. So far as is known the 
‘only available copy of this material is in elippings pasted 
in "Uncle Henry's" serap book, which ean be found in an ob- 
secure corner of the Allegan City Library. It was thought 
that there was enoush historical interest in this series to 
be worthy of a wider distribution, and ss members of the 
Billings Family are mentioned many times, it s-emed to be a 
suitable ansendage to this history of the Billings Family. 

I am indetted to Mr. Evert Olney Hutchins of ‘Jauxegan, IJ111i-=— 
nois for making an exact copy available to me. 


ncle Henry" said in his introductions "uite a long tire 
ago, as I saw the first settlers here passing on, it came to 
me that some one should take notes of their experiences and 
the dates of happenirgs in this community. There are county 
histories, but they are more of a general class anc lack much 
detail that would @ of intere-t in the distant future. I saw 
no move in that direction, so without any plan in mind, I be- 
gan interviewinrs them. Mo ore has appeared on the scene to 
use my notes, and I am no longer in the juvenile class, and 
what to do I cidn't know. It is entirely out of my line, and 


if I was equal to the task of writing it up I had no tive for 


the work, But in my desperation I plunged in, without plan 
or method, at odd times, and in a pure hit and miss fashion. 
The result is disconnected and rough, but the facts are noted 
down and resdy for some canable person to hunt out and use 
when wanted. I have received e number of vey complimentary 
letters, and wish to thank those people for them. If no par- 
ticular sood has been cone, I am sure there is no harm. Very 
truly, 8. H. Eutchins." 


. 





PIONEER DAYS IN WESTERN ALLEGAN COUNTY 





Compiled by H. H. Putchins 
Begun-Oeteber-Lay 1919 


I. Interview with D. H. Hall, February 15, 1914. 





"My first recollection of wild bird life was that the 
‘birds were here without number, While living with nmoth- 
er at Vallin's tennery, northeast of Saugatuck, I woke 
up one morning and heard the darnedest racket entirely, 
and was told it was wild pigeons that had just come in, 
They nested there, and the people would cut down a tree 
and get from forty to fifty squabs. The habit of these 
birds was to hatch a nest of two, then lay more eges in 
the same nest and let the first brood hatch the second 
pair. The crops of the souabs would be filled with lit- 
tle be=ch snrouts just started to grow from the beech 
nuts, We cleaned the young pigeons and put them down in 
brine for future use. ‘We did not disturb the older ones, 
as we did not want them, though they could have been had 

by the thousand, 


"dhen the pigeons were migrating the flocks were so dense 
that they would cast a shadow on the ground, and were al- 
most sufficient to hide the sun. The flight would con= 
tinue for probably half an hour, only to be followed by 

.@nother. Pigeon hunters made it their business to trap 
them with nets. They would strew grain on the ground, 
tie a few birds to stakes, and pull on a string attached 
to the stool pigeon to make him flutter and attract the 
flock that was flying over. When the ground was vell 
covered with birds they would trin the net by pulling on 
another string, the net being so arranged that i+ woule 
fly over and cover the lot. The trapper concealed hin- 
self under a booth made of green brush, The birds were 
killed by pinching their heads, were packed in barrels 
without dressing, and shipped, to what market I don't ree 
: 3 ey _ member. 

"Migration south, I should say,bezan about Sertember, and 
the northern flight began about May. Ducks, veese and 

. blackbirds migrated in sreat numhers, but not to the ex- 
tent in nuxbers as did the pigeons. ate: - 


“Indians, too, were migratory in the early days. They 
came around in their canoes from Mackinaw in the fall, 
would hunt, fish and trap all winter, and in the spring 

. they went back north. The old buck would go out on a 

_ hunt, and when he killed a deer he hung it up, went to 

camp and sent the squaws out to bring it in. 


"The Indians brought in calico ard beads to trade for 
provisions. They no doubt got the merchandise in ex- 
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Allegan County - 2 


j 
chance for their furs. When a white girl got a squaw 
calico Gress she was attired in pleasing style. The woe 
men wore their dresses in Mother Hubbard style of make, 
and a blanket or shawl as a covering for the head and — 

Pet} ; nn (shoulders. 
me Indian name for corn was ‘opin,’ flour tnapanee,' 
tieat 'weos,' deer tsucsee.! (To explain: Deer, as stat- 
- ed, was 'sucsee,' and venison 'sucsee yweos;';hog-*:as,'eu- 
euss' and pork 'cucuss weos,! or Geer meat and hog meat, 
emphasis on the last worcd, < te ‘ 


tfhe Indians always wade maple suger before going north 
in the spring. By stirring continually they would mak 

a sugar quite similar to our brown sugare When the 
whites bought sugar of the Indians they melted it to 
eleanse it, as the Indian boys used to swin in the stor- 
age trough before the sap was boiled down. Small nack- 
ages were put up in birch beri dishes called mokirks. 
Sugar was 'sisbouauette!' (accent on the last syllable). 
In their migretions they always traveled in Indian file - 
in a row, one behind the other." ; 


Mr, Hall wes born October 31, 1642, and was the second 
white child born in Ganges township. He vas anephew of 
the late Harrison Futchins, and his home was here until 
1871, when he migrated to Kansas. He died in December, 
1916, at the home of his son Homer at Horatio, Arkansas. 


II. Interview with J. De Bibliness 


To persons now livirg, who vere here during the 
and esrly sixties and earlier, these stories br 
ing new, but the best time to take note of happenings is 
while those scenes are fresh in memory. the object is 
to secure the facts and get them down so they will be a- 
vailable in time to come when no doubt they will be of 
interest. We trust the readers born in more recent... 
years may be interested even NOW. 
Mr. J. D. Billings, now living at Aron, Iowa, born in 
1838, and coming with his parents, who settled on the 
farm now owned by V. A. Kenter, section 3, Ganges, in 
February, 1839, said in an interview of October 3, 1917: 


mile living west of where Fernville nowis (on the farm 
‘now owned by E. D. Wadsworth), the wild pigeons roosted 
just north of the corners west of tow. Their nesting 
grounds covered acres, and their singing or merriment 
wWas7-so noisy that they could be heard for a mile dis- 
tant, and when under a tree full of nests we hac to yell 
to be heard. ‘When the squabs were juse ready to fly my 
father wont to the nesting grounds, cut down a tree well 
filled with nests, and when it fell we boys gathered the 
saquabs, pinched their heads and put them in baskets, fre- 


Bt 
auently getting several bushels at one cutting. Those 
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Allegan County - 3 shee —— ib: hear 


we could not eat at once were éGressed and salted down for fu- 
LAE é. (ture use. 
"Later, after the sauabs were mature ind before they imigrated 
south, they roosted in the woods farther east, no doubt to 
‘feed om acorns in the oak and pine lands, also huckleberries, 
wild sunflower, etc., and we went there for them. By getting 
uncer a tree st. night and shootirg up into the top with a 
shotgun we could brings down several at a shot. I was aout 
10 or 11 years old at that. time - abot 1848 or 1649. 


"In their migrations north in the spring and south in the fall 
these birds went in tremendous flocks. A constent string ~ 
would go over, and from woods to woods and across the fields 
they went in such masses that for some time one could see nei- 
ther.end of the flock. Not only ore flock, but others would 
be seen in one direction or another, or both. ‘Wild ducks, 
geeze and blackbirds micrated in large numbers, but in no 

such ouentity as did the pigions." 


The writer hes a very vivid recollection of these migrations, 
and remembers well of seeing pigeons caught in large numbers 
with nets. As soon as the net was sprung it would be ina 
perfect flutter from end to end by the birds in their efforts 
‘(to escape. 
Mr. Hatliardé Mr. Billincs speak of pinching the ‘.eads of the 
souabs (yours cigeons), but my observation in netting older 
birds the men crawled over the net, Grew the head up and bit 
it with their teeth - not an inviting task, as it sonveared to 
~efS wae te eplov j-e<--s--=« (A4ssmall 7 boy. 
These statements are borne out vy the follswing: Kslamazoo 
Telegraph, May 16, 1860: "Three men who have been engaged in 


fgeon shooting for the last six months, following their vari- 
& ? 


ous migrations, were in town Wednesday. Since spri:g cnened 
they have barreled and sent to eastern markets 130 barrels of 
pigeons. About a week since one of them brought down at one 
-shot 120 nigeons. Of course these pigeons were not on as 
_many different trees, but on a single roost. These sportsmen 
are not given to telling big stories." 


Grand Rapids Eagle, May 22, 1860: “Osborn & Co. are the pig- 
eon hunters spolen of in the above item, and they bagseed their 
game with nets in the vicinity of this city. Abundent as has 
been their success they have been beaten by H. H. Littin, who 
alone has taken 28,000 pigeons nesr this city since March 26 
last. He has shinped to the eastern markets 164 barrels, av- 
eraging over 300 to the barrel, and has now over 3,000 pig- 
eons which he is keeping and feeding with grain, He has 

spent over “1,500 for express charges and dressing the birds. 
Goodhart & Co. also have sent 52 barrels, making a total of 
317 barrels of pigeons shinped from this city so far this sea- 
son, All these would make a flock of 111,500." 


Mr. H. H. Goodrich, who came with his parents to western Al- 
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lecen County in about 1844, called me up to state that in 
1847 and 1848 they lived at Manlius, about a mile south of 
where New Rich-ond now is, and he remembers well how his un- 
ele, Dan Shed, and others would stend on the brink of a hill,- 
and as the wild pigeons, flying high over the valley, came 
near the ground on aprreachine the hill, they could knock 
them down with a club. I remember hearing of like occasions, 
put was too young to witness them. : 


Mr, Goodrich also tells of visiting in Laketown, north of Sau- 
gatuck, in 1858 or 1859, and the woods there were alive vith 
them for miles around. As near as we can recollect they 
ceased coming very-suddenly along about 1870. Why this was 

so or what became of them we have never learned. 


TII - FIRST SEITLEMENTS 


rC 


On January 13, 1634, Mr. H. & Blatkman, then about 19 years, 
started from Hudson, Ohio, with a team of horses, and arrived 
at Allegan, Mich., on the 26th of ‘the same month. From him I 
got the following interesting statement of the first settle- 
ment of Allegan, in a talk while at his home on the 2uth of 
September, 1907: | ; ' 
"Alexander Ely had secured some land on the 
Kalamazoo River, anc hired Alonzo Prouty to work for him a 
year, fcr which service he was to vay him $12 a month, As 
there was no road except the Indian trail, the only way to 
transpvort goods was via the river, and as no boat was to be 
hed a raft was ir order. So Mr. Prouty tought lumber at Pine 
Creek, built a raft, and loaded his scanty supplies of house- 
hold goods, tools and provisions, among which were 4 barrel 
. (of pork and a plow. 
On June 6, 1834, he started on his soverc, accommanie 
wife, Eber Sherwood and a Nr. Crittenden, They had f 
twelve or fifteen miles from Pine Creek, and were yet «bout 
-@ight miles from their destination, when their conveyance 
snasged and.was wrecked to soze extent. They lost the plow 
in the river. but secured it afterwards. Late in the evening 
they tended for the night, and Mrs. Prouty was very mich -- 
frightened by the howling of the wolves near their camp. 
Next day they built a cabin where they had passed the night, 
and here they lived the following yee. This:was the first © 
white man's dwelling on the present site of Allegan, as well 
as the riret settlement between Pine Creek and the mouth of 
(the Kalamazoo. 
"ir, Prouty cut 2 wagon track the same fall from his home to 
Pine Creek, found land that suited him, and later bought 
a | . (there. 
"’y, Hull Sherwocd came to Pine Creek from Rochester, H. Y. 
in 18 W » arrived he found land was not wet 194,. 
et eee ef ee he oT EOE Re cbtehtery MES, Scott, and fabd1y 
in 1936, and squatted. In 1631 he brought his family, ae 
later, when land was on sale, he bought there. His granason, 
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Chauncey Scott, who came with the others in 1830, said Will- 
jam G. Butler came on horseback about 1832 ‘rom Inciana. 

There wasm road down the river below Pine Creek at that time, 
so he left his horse with Mr. Scott, who took care of it 

while tr. Sutler went on to the mouth of the Kalamazoo pros- 
pecting. Later Mr. Butler went back to Indiana and moved his 
family to where Saugatuck now is, via St. Joseph and the lake." 





Gir. Blackman stated that he was well acouainted with both Mr. 

- Seott.and Mr, Butler, though he got this information from Mr. 
Scott, and from information gotten from the earliest settlers 
he is certain the white man first settled at or neér the 
mouth of the Zalamazoo in 1832 or 1833.) 


" In November or December, 1834, Alexender Ely, accompanied by 
another man, came to Pine Creek. “hen they arrived they found 
the inhabitants raising a barn, and as whisky was furnished 

at the raising some were considerably under the influence. 

So hr. Ely and his companion did not feel safe to remain there 
for the night, and about 4 in the afternoon they started by 
boat fcr his place twenty miles below. When they were just 
above the nresent site of the dam above Allegan trey struck 
some flocdwood, their boat was capsized end both were thrown 
into the river. The other ran was drowned, but Mr. Sly swam 
to the north shore and made for his destination as best he 
could, There was no road, it was dark, and his clothes were 
frozen. Finally he hesrd a dog bark, and went toward it un- 
til he saw a light. He esllied, and an Indian came across 

the river to his aid ard took him in for the night. Next day 
they found the man who was drowned 2nd buried hin. 





"The Indian was going north the next fall, and Mr. =ly fitted 
him out for the trip. Again in the spring when he returned 
kr. Ely gave him considerable, and finally when the Indian 

: p (died he buried hin." 

(Mr. Blackmen told of a case vhere an Indian befriended a 
white man. He knew them both, but withheld the names for 
good reasons. The white man lived in Kalamazoo Court. was 
Sick anc in need, and the Indian brought him food - Verison 
and other eatables such as an Indian could provide. ‘hen the 
whites were transoorting the Indians west to the Indian Terri- 
tory this man was hired to help hunt them. This Indian did 

“not want to go, because the Indians west were his enemies, 
but the white man persisted in hunting for him, So one morn- 
ing the Indian went to the white man's home and said: "Two 
mornings IJ have seen you in the woods looking for me. If I 
See you again I will shoot you." But he never had occasion 


+. 
The late Mr. B. B. Sorn said (Sept. 25, 1907): ape Oareee. 
man's account of Fr. Prouty's coming to Allegen is correct." 
Ee was familiar with the circumstances, and said that Jean- 
ette & Prouty, eldest daughter of Leander S. Prouty, was the 
first white child born in Allegan. She married William A, 
Gibbs of Portace Township, Kalamazoo County, on May 10, 1854 
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and Mr. Born attended the wedding. 

on Mey 17, 1908, the late Alvin H. Stillson of Saugatuck, who 
-eame to Allegan in 1837, when a lad of 9 years, said: 

"The Indien who helved Judge Ely was Ma¢saube. Mr. Ely gave 
his two sons, Joe and Louis Macsaube, a good education (com- 
mon school was the best then). They considered themselves 
above the others of their tribe, and engaged in speculating 
in furs. By their education and being naturally bright they 
had considerable advantage over their tribesmen." 


Mr, Stillson was well acquainted with the Naecsaube boys. 


(I might say that the general understending on the lake shore 
4s that Mr. Butler first came to the mouth of the Kalamazoo 
in 1830, instead of 1832 as Mr. Blaciman said. I tole hin 
this, but he insisted that he had related the story just as 
--------- (it was told hin, 
At this late date a variation of one or two years matters lit- 
tle, and it would seem that Mr. Scott, having come to Pine 
Creek in 1830, would remember whether it was the same year or 
two years later that Mr. Butler came to his home and left his 
horse while he went down to the river's mouth. | 


By the way, the =nglish for the Indian word Saugatuck is "riv- 
w--~------- (er's mouth." 
Iv. Ww. A. Dressel's Recollections. 
YroW, A. Dressel esme from Saxony, Germany, to America in 
1854, and to Ganges, Mich., in October 1853, and settled on a 
parcel of lard one-helf mile south of where Ganges Grange 
Henan - (Hall now stends. 
Then he cane here the road through whet is now Fennville was 
a flosting corduroy. The principal business here at that 
' time was getting out ten bark, stave bolts, shingle bolts and 
cord<wood. Three shillings per cord was the price o2id for 
the werk of cutting and piling four-foot wood, which was 
hauled to Pier Cove and shinped to Chicago. 


When he quit the wood business he went to work for Mr. Perrot- 
tet (pronounced Pa-ro-ty) in the tannery at Plummerville. 
This vas in 1859. From there he went to Singapore to work in 
the saw mill, where he worked one month for S5 per week, then 
began loading shin at 20¢ an hour. Flour at this time was 

| ($15 a barrel. 
At some time during this period he lost his pocketbook, which 
contained ®7. So S. A. Morrison trusted him for 100 pounds 
of corn meal. This he took on his back and started for his 
home in Ganges by way of the ferry and the Take shore road. 
He got lost, and after a long time, going through brush and 
over logs, he came on the road on the Kenter hill, on the 
west side of Kalamazoo Lake. Though it was dark he managed 
to keep the road, and finally reached home with his load. 
(The only road leading to Saugatuck from the south at this 
time was by the lake shore.) 3 
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While working at Singapore he came home on Saturday nights, 
and was back on the job again Monday morning. On one occa- 
sion he ceme home over a trail which followed what we now 
know 2s the Parcgar road. He came to the ereek near where 
the Baragar school house is, and while crossing the creek on 
a fallen tree he heard tyvo wildcats scream in the creek bote 
tom near by. They seemed to be in a fight, but it frightened 
Mr. Dressel. He hurried on, but they did not disturb hin, 


Wildeats used to kill sheep occasionally. Jeke Miller caught 
one in a trap, and Mr. Dressel shot it. It measured five feet 
from tip of nose to end of stub tail. Mr. N. W. Lewis killed 
a very large one on the place now owned by the writer. Hr. 
Dressel went cooning one night in compsry with Jake and Adam 
Miller. The dog treed what was sunposed to be a coon. They 
cut the tree, and the animal got to a second tree, and in like 
manner to the third tree. This time the dog got so clese that 
the animal snerled and scared the dog. Then they discovered 
it was a wildcat, but it got away. 


Hedgehozs caused mich damage in the corn. They would climb 
the stalk, and if it did not break over they would get hold 
of the ear and let go of the stalk, and their weight would 
break the ear off. These animals mske a very peculiar noise - 
a strange squeal. Mr, Dressél said ne heard a strange soueal- 
ing noise one night soon after he ceme into the woods. He 
got up, went out and followed the noise until he came to a 
hemlock tree from the top of which it proceeded. He cut the 
tree down and killed a hedgehors. Souirrels were so thick they 
would come up to a shock of corn he was husking on for a feeds 
After cutting timber in winter deer tracks would be seen all 
about the fallen tree tons next rorning, where the deer had 
been during the nicht, feeding off the green brush - or prows~ 
ine as it was called. Deer were quite plenty up to and includ- 
ing the sixties, and wolves would howl at night in the woods 
-~-------- (near the house. 
.The principal interest in this interview is that it names 
some of the conditions in western Allegan County at the dates 
given, and shows how different life was then from the present. 
Yr, Dressel came here just twenty yeors after the first wnite 
man moved into the township in 183%. Note the wages paid - 
and a day's work was from sun to sun, summer and winter. 


The lack of roads and the mode of travel stand out in broad 
contrast to the present. And of course the wild life has dis- 

to (aopeared. 
Mr. Dressel was a respected man in the community, was a mem- 
ber of the Baptist Church, and any statement he would make 
could be relied upon. 


V - SINGAPORE 


In its original channel the Kalamazoo River, on leaving Kala- 
mazoo Lace at Sausatuck, took a course almost cue north for 
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about a mile, then rade a due course to the northwest, west 
and southeast for perhaps helf a mile, when it took a course 
nearly south for about helf a mile, then turned abruptly west 
and emptied into Lake Michigen after another run of hal? a 
mile to the west from the lant turn. | 


This explenation is to record the original course of the 
er, as the doutle bend mown as the .0Ox Dow on account of 
resemblance to the bow used in harnessing or yoxing oxen 
done avay now, since the new chafinel, completed in 1906, 
leaves but ore bend in the river betveen Saugatuck and the 
lake, instead of the three bends as formerly. The old chan- 
nel is rapidly filling with sand, so that there is slicht 
trace of the old bed in sicht at the present writing. © 

de Se eo Ti a oe oe 2 a a aOR she oe 
Here it was that the first white man, William G. Butler, 
eated. Local tradition hes it that Mr. Butler came here in 
1830 to establish a fur trading post with the Indians, though 
from the statement of Hon. H. E. Blackman, noted in article 
#3, it was not until 1632 that I. Butler came. 


In 2 talk on Mey 17, 1908, with Fred Plummer, who came Bere 
with his parents in 1835, he said the first saw mill built in 
this section stood on the north bank of the river at the low- 
er end of the Ox-Bow, and was put up the same year they came, 
by an eastern company, ren for a year or two, when the com-= 
pany went bankrupt, the mill was deserted and finally burned 

, (down. 
J. Ps Wade substentially corroborates Mr. Plurmer's statement 
as fdllows: He. said (Dec. 6, 1906): 


" Jonathan Wade - no relation - and Asa Bowker tilt and oper- 
ated this mill and boarding hovse at the seme time the benk 
was started, ané@ owned the entire milling interest, having 
hired the money of a Mr. Carter with which to finance the ven- 

, (ture. 
The contract under which the money was secured provided that 
Vr, Carter would take their lumber at “5 per thousand fect, 
mill run, for 2 given time, after which the price w uld be 
less, until finally it would be but $1, They ran the mill 
for perhaps a year, but were unable to repay the borrowed mon- 
ey according to contract, so Mr. Carter took possession of ~~ 
the property under the terms of the contract. 

2 oe se oe ski ok ak a kek eo aR a oo 

Weges at this time for common labor were “16 a month, with 
board. Mr. ade continued: 


"About 1846 this mill burned down. ‘The fire was sutnosed to 
have been of incendiary origin. Another mill was built on 
the same eround hy lr. Carter and Francis B. Stockbridge, 
which was operated for seve al years." (Mr. Wade came from 
Boston to Singavore in 1844 to clerk in the store, tore of 

(him later.) 
¥v. B. Snencer, one of the very earliest to locate here, was 
quoted in 1888 as saying: 
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"The Boston company here built a large saw mill costing 
414,000. It was a failure, In 1842 a new mill was built, 
ran two years and burned down. In 1844 the old mill was ~ 
again started, and again failed. The property then changed 
hands, and a saw mill was built on a large plan, ran EMO SCAT s 
‘chia (years, anc burned... 

Capt. A. A. Johnson, who came from Maine to the mouth of tre 
Kalamazoo with F. B. Stockbridge in 1846, and who commances 
lake boats in the early lumber trade here, and who at one 
time was foremen over the Singavore mill, tolc the writer 
that much unnecessery expense was put out in the construction 
of the first Singapore mill. All the timbers in the frame 
were planed smooth as a floor, and much of the other work. in 
its construction was eavally exnensive. 

HOR RK KE ERE 
Again quoting Mr. Spencer (June 12, 1888): "In 1844 a mill 
was put up by Carter Brothers of Boston and ren on @ large 
scale, but lumber was low and money scarce, so it did not pay. 


"In 1856 0. R. Johnson & Co. bought all of Singapore and all 
the pine land worth having in the covnty, and began the menue 
facture of lerge cuantities of lumber. ‘This industry they 
carried on for twenty years, making millions of dollars, and 
then removed the machinery to Point St. Ignace, when Singa-.- 
pore was Ceserted, and has since so remained.” 


The Singspore mill was but a small part of their holcings in 
.; (the county. 
In a talk with Darius and Charles Billinss, who were born in 
those early days end raised here, they agreed it was about 
1875 that the mill above mentioned was dismantled and renoved 
to St. Isnace, Jay Meyers having charge of the work. 


VI - Singapore (continued) 
%, G. Plummer, son of Daniel Plummer, said (April 2, 1917): 
"When I was sawyer in the 0: R. Johnson mill they hed two saws, 
one circular and one mulley, capacity about 6,000 Seet por 
day each. This was ir the late forties and early fifties." 
Mr, Plummer understooé that the first mili wes *uilt in 1835 
and the second about ten yesrs later. He was said to have - 
been one of the most skilled lumber sawyers in this section 
gay (during his time. 

The name "Singapore" was given to this town =if ifcould be 
called a town, for it was never more than a lumber millin 

e h r ef als iti a7 be = 
Sees thee ane pstatisteea there about 183 arn ishB Pool EASE 
hamie Vead-as-was netural-thne place vas known by the same.. 


Quoting from the Moderator of June 12,.1668: "It is Gifficult, 
as one looks on the elaborate map made by 0. Wilder, the sur- 
veyor, nearly fifty years ago, to realize that this tow, 

with its broadly and regularly laid out streets bearing the 
Names Broad, Detroit, Cherry, River, Oak, Chestnut, ‘alnut 
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ané@ Beech, is no more, and that as the seni-centinnial of its 


'hoom! approaches nothinse but a few deserted, ,deceying houses 


marx the spot, with the sands bloyving over them as if to bury 
the last vestice of the place, while the wild waves breaking 
on the beach a few rods away chant its requiem." : 

a ak ok ch a a a 
We have read in articles on Singanove how it had its banks, 
its stores, mills and hotels, and a population estimated at 
from 500 to 1,000, but consider such stories unworthy of no- 
tice. They are misleading and.a damage to the real history 
of western Allegan County at that time. ‘hile it had three 
or four mills during the forty years of its existence - 1835 
to 1875 = there never were more than two standing at 2 tire, 
and never more than one doing much business, and from . G. 
Plummer's statement as above the rate of cut was only about 
12,000 feet per day when at the best. There never was a ho- 
tel there, only the mill boarding house, where transients 
were accomodated - and never more than one store at a tine, I 
believe. The population was just sufficient to manufacture 


ang ship 12,000 feet of lumber ver day, run the boarding house 


and store and such other businesses es accompany that extent 
. ; (of manufacture, 
As stated above, the first mill stood at the lower bend of 
the Ox-Pow, The other mill site was nearer the upper bend of 
the bow, avout half a mile east of the first, and all on the 
north side of the river or on the outer margin of the benc. 
The boarding house and the bank were just back of the east 
so kok ok ke EK (mill. 
We have never heerd of a "meeting house" (they déid not have 
churches at that time) ror school house in the place, though 
what is yet kmown as the Singapore school still stands to the 
east of the plece, on the road te Stugatuck. This school 
house was built about 18338, and will be mentioned in a later 
article, as also will be the stores, the bank, etc. 
Rating from the present time standards Singapore was a very 
small affair, but when conditions of that time are taken into 
account, with nothing in the county worthy of mention but 
woods, Indians and wild animals, it was really a remar‘able 
hh: ; ' (place. 
In article #3 we fina Leander Prouty came to the present site 


of Allegan in 1834, and the Singapore mill was built the fol-— 


lowing year. ‘There was not a white man at Holland or Soutn 
Haven for twelve or fifteen years later, so this town formed 
what might be termed an oasis in the woods, and was really 
the only white settlement this side of Pine Creek, twenty - 
miles up the river from Allegan. 


e 


VII ~ SIPCAPORE (continued) 


Leaving the life of Singapore as a lumbering town to previous 
letters, we find almost at the same time the milling business 
was started in 1835, the Bank of Singapore was establised in 
1836 or 1837 and, too, the general merch=sndise store must 
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have been stocked up during the same years. In other vorcs 
we feel safe in saying thet the entire business proposition 
of the place was established within the years 1837 to 1838, 


In a talk Dec. 16, 1906 John P. ‘ade said "Oschia Wilder & Co. 
cane to Sirgapore in about 1836 or 1837 and built the Singa- 
pore Fank, The. money for the bank was furnished »by.the Lan- 
caster Bank, of Lancaster, Mass. and James G. Carter of the 
same place was its president. 2n~ ¢ 


We have already learned that the saw mill was built in TA35 


and the Bank in 1836 or '37. Now Yr. Wade says: "In 2244 I yyu 


was hired by the Massachusetts Barking Company to come to 
Singapore and work as a clerk in tHe store owned and operated 
by Mr. Carter, and was to report back east occasionally on 
the business situation. It ceveloped later however that I 
was intended as a spy on Carter and his business for the east= 
ern people, though I was only requested to give general in- 
Pare atie.”  (formation." 
By this last statement we find the store in full overstion 
previous to 194°. ond the same man that was president of the 
Bank owned the -tore. Also Mr. ‘lade was hired by the eastern 
people who seem to have financed Mr. Carter, so it seems safe 
to presume this store was started at about the same time as 
the Pank or previous to 1840. 


Mr. Wade said that when he arroved in Allegan there were but 
2 stores there and at the point where Savgatuck now is there 
were but 3 families. . They were Mr. S, A. Morrison, Samuel Un- 
derwood and James ic Laughlin. 


It would seem Saugatuck was at a standstill at this time. Mr. 
Wade came to Singapore in 184+ and found but three houses on 
Kalamazoo Lake at the present site of Saugatuck, while we 
read elsewhere in an article written in 1907 where the writer 
says: "Edward Johonnett and R. R. Crosby are mentioned as 
the next settlers after Butler. They established the first 
ndustry, a tannery, and from this time for over half a cen- 
tury tanning was one of the leading industries of the west 
portion of the county. ‘With the establishment of the tannery 
in 1834 other settlers came to the place. 


"The tannery and three dwellings stood on the low shore on the 
east side of the river in July 1834, when Stephen D. Nichols 
and H. H. Comstock came uo the river on a prospecting trip, 

‘heving come up the lake by boat." The writer says furthar, 
"Nichols besides taking up.a cuarter section of lend on 8&6e 
#17 made a contract with his partner to erect a warehouse and 
piers at the mouth of the river; after deciding on his lLoca- 
tion and plans Michels brought his family.=2rom the east and. .. 
in the same year made settlement on the north bank of the riv- 
er near the mouth. The construction of the warehouse anc. 
@ock was begun at once. It is an interestime fact that all 
the sawed lumber for this and the other structures at Sauga- 
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. tuck and the mouth of the river up to this time were brought 
; down to the river from the sawmill at the mouth of Pine Creek." 


It would seem from 1834, when this writer found but three 

' families here, until 1544 when Mr. Wade came,there had been 

| no adé@ition to the population at this point, since each give 

an account of but three families there, though the personnel 
of the population hed entirely changed in the 10 years. That 
writer says further that Mr, Butler built his cabin on the 
site of Saugatuck village in 1830, and established a store in 
it, and being the only white settler there for several years, 
he was encased in trading with the Indians. He also says 
that Mr. Nichols built a store near his warehouse and his lo- 
cation tock on a commercinl aspect that excited some jealous 
fears in Butler and his associates up the river, who fesred 
the rivalry of the enterprise at the mouth. Finally Butler 
puilt a warehouse on the south bank of the river, opzosite 
that of Nichols,’ hoping ‘o share in the warehouse business. 


It seems the mouth of the Kalamazoo formed a transfer point 

at this early cate between river floats that brought freight 
and produce down river, and lake carriers. That is natural, 
but it is hard to understand just what use there would be for 
extensive docks anc warehouses at so early a cate as 1834 - 
the year Leender Frouty cane to the oresent site of Alleran 
and there vas not a clearing for 20 miles up river from 
Prouty's landing place and very thinly settled beyond that 
point. Nor was there a clearing between Prouty's landing and 
the mouth except the abode of the three families at Saugatuck. 


We do not desire to carry on a controversy, but prefer to har- 
monize the statements, so from the above we conclude that hut 
little was accomplished at the foot of Kalamazoo Laxe during 
the ten years from 1834 to 184% and no doubt the statements 
quoted and those made to me by Mr. ade are all substantially 
correct. I well remember hearing mention of "Steve Nichols 
store” in pioneer talks but never was sure where it was locet- 
ed, but from the above it seems to have been at least a mile 
below Singapore and right near the lake, 
In November 1842, when the ship Milwatikee was wrecked two 
miles north of the river some of the survivors of the crew 
Be came to Michol's place, at the mouth and in a freezing condi- 
| tion. The first lighthouse was built in 1838 and lr. Nichols 
was the first keener and from those times discussed ty the 
people who took part in the transaction of those days, I have 
presumed those shinwreced seamen went to the lighthouse and 
am of that opinion. I have not been inforred as to how long 
the docks and warehouses remained in operation at the mouth 
| and it would be interesting to learn from someone who happens 
| . to have that information. ; 


More about Singapore next week. 
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VIII - SINGAPORE (continued) 


we read in Dr. Thomas! History of Allegan County (1907, p. 3%) 
that Oshea “ilder & Sons of New York were the promoters of 
Singapore; that they built a saw mill and founded a bank, etc. 
And from an interview in 1906 with the late John P. Wade, who 
came here in 1844, that Oshea Wilder & Co. came here in 1836 
or '37 and built the Singavore bank, which was financed by 
the Lancaster Bank of Lancaster, Mass. and James G. Carter of 
the same place was vresident of the bank. ‘But, as stated in 
a previous letter, it was Jonathan Wade and Asa Bowker who 
built the mill in 1835. These differences are immaterial, as 
the real object of the research is cates and doings and ex-- 
tent of advancement from time to time. 


I-have never known the extent of business transacted by the 
Singapore Bank, nor on what financial basis it was establish- 
ed, but the purchasing power of wildcat money can be better 
understood when we lmow that people had to be informed at all 
times as to the standing of a bank before the money could be 
accepted in trace. My grandfather paid “40 in Singavore bills 
for a darning needle, anc had accepted those bills a short 
time before at par. I was told by men who were boys in 1837 
that they had pockets full of Singapore bills after the bank 
failed, and used to trade with it as play money. 


The late Levi Loomis told an interesting story of the Singa- 
pore Bank. Hr. Loomis was born in New York State in 1810, 
and in 1835 came to Singapore, and I understand he helped to 
construct the first mill there. His sister Smily was the wife 
of the Indian trader and first white settler, William ¢. Put- 
(ler, before mentioned. 
There was a scarcity of boots here, and Mr. Loomis, though a 
carpenter by trade, decided to send back east for a supoly. 
When the goods came the men offered him bills issuec by the 
local bank, which he refused to accept anc demanded "good mon- 
ey" or no sale. There were about 200 men in the burg and in 
the woods who wanted boots, and there was no other place 
where they could be supplied, but Mr. Loomis preferred to 
hold the goods or receive good money in exchange. 


This state of affairs did not suit the officers of the bank, 
so they arranged to redeem their bills with eastern money in 
time for Mr. Loomis to remit to the eastern dealers. To this 
he agreed, and the whole stock was sold ovt, amounting to 
(about S600. 
The day was fixed on which the bank was to redeem the money, 
but as might have been expected the bank was not preparec, 
and put him off four days. Then a draft was made on an east= 
ern bank, and after a short time it came back as worthless. 
Things went on until more than another month had passed, and 
Ir. Loomis became desperate. His credit and honor agevended 
on the payment of his debt, anc he resolved to have good money 
(at any cost. 
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Hill, the cashier of the local bank, slept in the chamber of 
Loonis' house, with other hearders, but in a separate bed, 
and did not rise as early as the others. Mir. Loomis suspect- 
ed that Hill carried with him the good money of the bank and 
slept with it under his pillow. ‘So he formed his plan, and 
one morning after the others had gone down, lr. Loomis went 
to his room, entered and locked the door, then wakened Hill, 
laid the wildcat bills on the bed, drew & pistol, and told 
him that the exchange must be made then and tnere. 


Will was surprised and indignant, and began to protest, say- 
4ng he could do nothing until he went over to the office. 

"I know better," said Mr. Loomis, "and you Will not go down 
these stairs until you are carried down unless you fulfill 
your promise and make the exchange." 


2 
i 


Trese words, with the look of determination and the pistol, 
were sufficient, and without more ado Fill raised his pillow 
and took from a roll containing about “1,000 - the total gen- 
wine capital of the bank - the 5600, and received his bank's 
(bills in exchange. 
Mr. Loomis said that one evening in the winter of 1838 he and 
a man by the name of Moulton were invited to the hone of one 
of the officers of the Singapore bank to witness the destruc- 
tion of the bills on hand at the bank at the tine of its sus- 
pension. When they arrived they found a table about three 
ané a half by four fret in size covered with bills in pack- 
ages, lying piles from three to six inches deep. These they 
were reavested to burn in a stove. This wes the closing chap- 


ter of the famous Singanore Pank. 

We are indebted to Mrs. Flora Leonis Goodrich, eldest daughter 

of. Levi Loomis, for the foregoing storye Aside from the 

amusing incident, it furnishes the only account of the cate 

of suspension of the Singapore Bank we have been able to se- 
- | (cure. 

Cant. A. A. Johnson, who was at one time foreman at the Sing- 


2 LY 


apore mill, told the writer that she brick with which the 
vault of the bank was built vere shipped around the lakes fron 
Vassachusetts ab cansi“erable expense. ‘They were costly 
brick, and my impression is that they were glazed, but it 
might have been they were pressed. , My memory fails me there. 


IX - SINGAPORE (continued) 


The banking laws in the time of the wild cat banks provided 
that each bank should have constantly on hand a reauired 
amount of specie reserve, and I well remenver hearing my par- 
ents , in conversation with other old settlers, tell how it 
was arranged among a chain of banks along the Kalamazoo that 
a reserve fund should be held at a bank up the river, where 
the state craminer would call first in his round of inspec- 
tion, As soon as the reserve was counted at that bank, the 
specie was sent on to the next bank in the chain by special 
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messenger. So :*en he arrived at the place the reserve was 
sure to be on hand ready for counting, amd so on the length 
of the chain, each tank using the sme specie reserve. I 
asked Mr. J. P. Vade if he ever heard of it snd he seid he 
had, and recited an incident I had heard earlier but I will 

. : (repeat his narration. 
"On one occasion an Fdian was taking the sack from Allegan to 
Singapore in a c=noe and when between the present site of New 
Richmoné and Singapore the canoe cavsized and as a result 
said specie reserve went to the hotton of the Kalamazoo. 


"The examiner was detained at the place where New Richnerd now 
is and feasted and treated until men coulé go with the Indian 
and fish out the bag, so that when the examiner finally ar- 
rived at Singanore the bank there had the required amount of 

(specie reserve." 
The late Mr. UW. Re Wadsworth in his letters entitled "the 
Days of 1836" printed years ago said: "On a time when said 
specie basis , a little ahead of the bank inspector, was com- 
ing down the river in a canoe just above Saugatuck, tne canoe 
got wrong side up and Jemes Harris, the villege blacksmith, 
was called upon to rake a sort of drag hook to fish up the 
said specie basis, while the indulgent inspector was grandly 
entertained at some not far distent plece." 


An importent epoch in the life of the earlier settlers here 
was the "hard winter" of 1842-43, at the beginning of which 
hapnened the wreck of the three-masted schooner Milvaukee. 
This story has been printed here some time ago, but to make 
these letters more complete, ve beg to repeat it, In sneake 
ing of this oceurrence, lr. Wace said: "Late in the fall of 
18:2 the schooner ?3lwaukee ley anchored off the mouth of the 
Kalamazoo taking on flour which had been floated down from 

the inland sections. A terrible storm came up from the North- 
west and she was wrecked. Both whites end Indians, heering 

of the wreck, secured ample supplies of the flour for present 
use, As the flovr was in barrels it was not damaged by watere 
during the fallowing hard winter and probavly prevented starv- 
ation among the Indians." “ 


The late Cant. Charles Link said "I remember well the storm 
that blew tre schooner Milwaukee ashore at Singapore on Hov. 
26, 1842 loaded with high wines and flour. fhe captain wanted 
to maize sail and get ovt to sea when the storm came on but 

the crew mutinied and would not move the ship. The Indians 
indulged too freely in -the high wines and some cied as a re- 

: . - €sult e 
ye omit what others have said) "nm. G. 
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Putler, after wreck of the Milwaukee, came round and told 
the neonle to get the flour off that wreck. They were thus 
very vell sunolied with flour to last through this very long 
winter" ant ognin he said: "This yas certainly the mest hor- 


rid winter I-ever Saw or heard of,’ 
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prauote in part from a talk with S.-J Stillson, “In January | 
a little thaw came and I went with Uncle Yarrison Hutchirs 4} 
miles east of where Fennville is , then to Ric’™ond where we 
crosseé the river and to the mouth, where we got two ox team 
loads of flour. I think he paid seventy-five cents a parrel, 
then the hard winter closed right in and there was no chance 
to get enywhere, Not a track to Allecan and no roac eny- 
where until late in April, then the snow all went off in = = 
about tvo weeks. I remember well the first Monday in April 
1843 at the close of the hard winter. The voters. vent to the 
Singavore school house to town meeting on snow shoes over 
snow four feet deen." 


Ur, Wadsworth said "The men came to town meeting on snow “0 = 
shoes. Stenhen D. Nichols - the light house tender, S. A. 
Yorrison, “illiam €, Butler, James C, Haile, Farrison Futch- 
ins, John Billings ard James *' dsvorth comprised the voters 
present in the town known by t name of Nevark, consistiw:g 
of 8 townshivs of land, to wit: Cesco, Ganges, Saugatuck and 
Laketown and the four acioini townshirs on the eest." 


The hard winter and "the cold New Years" were two dates from 
which the old timers have reckoned events. I remember the 
cole New Years, bu% do not know the date, though it was not 
em (fer from 1860. 
My understanding is that but one hoat of a seaworthy size was 
ever built at Sirganore. Ard Er. Wade said of it "The schoon~ 
er Octavia was tuilt by Carter & Stockbridge in about 1B4e at 
Singapore, enc was first commanded ‘rr Capt. A. A. Johnson." 


Mr. A. H, Stillson said "The schooner Octavia was puilt at 
Sintavore by F. B. Stockbridge; most of her shiv carventers 
were brought from Meine. Joe 5t, Jermain and his brother Jim 
worked on her. I hauled lots of her’ timbers. ‘She was built 
in the winter of 1848 enc.th9. The old gal and I denced on. 
her deck before and after she was launched and were ahoaré of 
her when she went in.™ 


Capt. C, MN. Link said a Er, Short of Kaine got the schooner 
Octavia started on the ways at Singapore ana she was finished 

: (by Joe St. Jermain." 
At this late date I do not mow why the Octavia stood so prom 
inently in the minds ef the old settlers, but she seems to 
have formed an enoch in the early history here, ané no coubt 
was a very fine shir, and the first one of her cless built on 
the Kalamazoo; Saugatuck has turned out a good many since, 
but none stand out like the Octavia. 


An amusing incident back in the early days of Singapore, 
thourh not of a historical n-ture, is somewhat interesting. 
A lumber dealer came from Chicaso to buy supplies for his 
trade, and one of the mill hands at the boarding house took 
occasion to impose upon him at times. This went on for a 
time until finally another burly young fellow, know as Hank 
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Elliot asked the dealer why he didn't thrash the tough. The 
dealer said he-hed wanted to do so but didn't think himself 
man enough to accomolish it. Hank said he had been tempted 
to do it himself but it was none of his pusiness so he did 
not interfere. After some talk it was arrenged that the next 
time the fellow should carry his amusement beyond the point 
of common decency Hank would take it up for the dealer anc 
thrash the mill hand, and next time he went to Chicago he 
would bring Hank a gallon of whisky. Shortly afterward the 
mill hard renewed his antics and Hank suggested that he hac 
carried that kind of treatment of a good customer far enough. 
This brought on words until the two went out doors to settle 
it. It was a very even match and for some tine it was a ques- 
tion which vould prove the better man, but finally Hank got 

jn a Imockout blow and sent the fellow sprawling to the 
ground, and made him agree to let the Chi-cazo gentleman 

alone thereafter. True to his word that gentleman brought 

the whisky, and managed secretly to turn it over to Hank, Af- 
ter a while Hank was wanted and could not be found. A messen- 
ger was sent to find him; finally he and the fellow he had 
whioped were discovered off behind a slab pile, toth cead 
é@runk, with the jug of whisky between them. 


In our eerlier letters we have been considering the old nio- 
neer Singavore, from 1835 to about 1855. The last mill, oper- 
ated there by 0. R. Johnson and Co. was capable of sowing 
65,000 to 75,000 feet of logs per day. That vas the mill 

that was removed to St, Ignace in 1575, at which time the old 
town became a thing of the past. ' 


Since that writing a few corrections have been brought out by 
referring to men who have known all about the place for the 
past sixty to seventy years, anc we learn that the Nichols 
store was in operation at the mouth for about two uears, then 
Mr, Nichols built in Saugatuck and moved his goods there, and 
Mr. A. B. Titus ran a boarding house in the building for a 
(number of years. 
The first lighthouse only stood a short time when it was un 
dermined by the changing channel in high water and tonpled 
over into the river and a new one was built further north. 


At a meeting of men from the mouth and from Pine Creek money 
was subscribed for the construction of the first dock at the 
mouth known as the Nichols dock. uns 3 
Cur informants had never heard of lr. Butler's owning dock 
property at the mouth.~- a: 


There was no harbor at the mouth of the Falsmazoo until 1670. 
Except the lighthouse. In the Commercial of Aug. 7; 1869 we 
read "The stone scows have made their appearance at the mouth 
of the river, and but a short time will elanse before the har- 
bor york will be well under headwey. ‘he cortract for fur- 
nishing the stone was let to a man in South Haven and the oth- 
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4 + ; "hae “ae 
er branches of the york to practice in Chicago." 


I well remember going to the mouth on the river boat Aunt Fet= 

sy in the late 60's, and there were no harbor works there at 
: | (that time. va 

X - REMINISCENCES. 


In telling of the early days in Western Allegan County Mr. J. 
Ad (P, Wade said: 


"In the early years of the white man's life in Western Allegan 


County trore were no regular roads overland, so mail was re- 
ceived but once in tvo weeks, and at irrecular intervals. 
Sometimes it vas taken down the river from Allegan by Indians 
in a canoe, and at other times it would come down on 8 luiber 
raft. Also a man named Fairchild made special trins from Al- 
lezan on foot or horseback. The postage was 25¢ ver letter 
paid by the receiver, and each extra sheet in the letter was 
subject to extra postage. Tc avoid this extra postage a 
sheet of foolscan paper was used as wrapoer. (There being no 
envelopes as yet.) The extra was written on this, using sicin 
milk in place of ink, this would not be seen until heated by 
the fire, when it would come out and be readable," 


Saugatuck did not have a daily mail before 1870, for in the 
Commercial of July 2 of that year ve read "Congressman Stough= 
ton writes to Postmaster Ellis that the Cepartment has not 
put mail service on the railroad to Nollanc, but as soon as 
this is done they will take measures to give us a daily mail. 
With a daily mail to Holland and return Sauzatuck will have 
no grest need to growl about need of more facilities of comm- 
nication. As we have now a better chance than most of our 
sister lake shore towns, and almost every week we have %o 
tell of some new route opened un or old ones changed and in 

| (proved." 
J. P, Wade arove some fire insurence man up the lake beach to. 
St. Zoseph in 1846, 2nd had to cross the river on the bar. 
There was no human habitation at the mouth of Black River 
where South Haven now is. Not a white man's hut nor an In- 
dian wigwam. As the water at St. Joe was too ceep to ford 
they left their team with the only man at Benton Harbor, a 
faruer, who took care of the horses and set the men across 
the river in a canoe. — 


"In 1852 Mrs. Wade drove through the woods from Singanore to 


Kalamazoo with a six months' babe in her arms. the only 
house between Singapore and Allegan on the road she traveled 
was the old Pine Pleines Tavern, located 4+ miles east of 
where Fennville is. She saw deer, squirrels end other wild 
aninals on en interview on May 17, 1905. 


Towms and trading centers do not nreceed the settlemen: of a 
country, but are a result of such settlement and so it was 
that the country along the lake shore at the times. of Hr, 
Wade's drive up the beach with the insurance man was dotted 
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in here and there with spioneer settlers though no towns were 
as yet established. A will, a store, or a shipning BOLE ast 
mekes reom for clerks end helpers, and thus a nucleus is 
formed around which the town grows. So it was that during 
the thirty years from 1830 to 1860 the western part of Alle- 
gan County round settlers dotting in as time went on, anc as 
they became sufficient in mumber to warrant, or we might say 
trade and transvortation, so it was not until about the fif- 
ties that either Holland.os South Haven were esteblished as 

4: | | (treding centers. 
Dr. Van Raalte came to Folland section in 1847 avé establish- 
ed the colony, and for yesrs it vas knowm simply as "the col- 
ony," though it did not tecone a commercial center until some 
years after the first settLoment; and as we have seen above, 
not a blow had been struck at South Haven in 1850. 








Wallinville is a place that exists as much in the p 
; | ! (does 
Mp. Beniamin Plummer built a raft at Pine Creek, on 
placed his family and floated down the Kalamazoo to i 
in 1834, and his son Fred 1. Plurmer save the fcllowi 

ry in an interview May 17, 1908. , 


sawmill o2 the outlet to Goshorn Lake in 
1836. Tt was 2 wetc> mill and he run it about ten yesrs. It 
was torn géowm:later. About 1643 Wills and Bartlett yuilt a 


tannery just below the savmill, They run the tannery about 
% 


ten years when ev sold it te Frank B, Wallon. He overated 
4t until about 1975 anc it was then abandoned on account of 
the tan bari: playins out. é 


"Ip, Geo, P. Heath built 2 grist mill there about 1880 but 


this only run about two or three years, and nroved to be the 
last effort at milling at what became lmown as Wallinville. 


"iss Mery Elizabeth Peckham taugnt the first school in Sauga- 


tuck Township in a room in our house just west of the Plummer 
Mill. on a farm owmed by my father in about 1836. I think 
she tauent three terms of school there, a term being three 
months, and she boarded a* our house at the time. The house 
was built on the old style barn frame plan, with big timbers, 
and is now used as a barn. 


"The Singapore schoolhouse was built about 1838 two or three 


x 


years after she began at our place, after which she taught 
there several terms. I think until sh sot married." 


Kr. Plummer said he remembered well how.sS. A. Morrison and 

his brother vere rivals for the hand of Miss Peckham and tr. 
S. A. won out. ‘ith the closing down of the Heath grist 
mill, azout 1833 the burg known to this day as Wallinville be- 
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came a thing of the past, 


Goshorn Lake, located on the towm line between Saugatuck and 
Laketown, on Sec, #3 of Saugatuck and #2. of Laketown, is a- 
pout two miles north and east of Saugatuck, has for its out— | 
Jet a small creek which leaves the southern point of the lake, 
runs due south for three-fourths of a mile and thence takes a 
southwesterly course and empties into the Kelamaroo River 

just below Saugatuck. Wallinville was loczted on this creek 
about half a mile below the lake and it was the water from 


3 


this ereex that furnished the power to operate the machinery. . 


Saugatuck, having better harbor and dockace facilities and be- 
ing more accessitle to the surrounding country survives the 
decline and decay of the tyvo competing sister towns of former 
(days. 
The Singapore schoolhouse, the first school established in 
western Allegen County which was built in 1838 stood anc 
still stands at a point about a mile south end east of the 
site of Singapore village, on the road to Saugatuck and is 
still used for school purposes, though on a road over which 
there is very little travel at the present time. 


By wey of a correction I may say, I learn from severel persons 
intrested in these letters, that the cold New Years was on 
January 1, 1864, This date being left in doubt in a former 
letter. Also by way of answering inauiries it seems best to 
go bac: and get the history of the organization of Newark and 
(its subdivisions. 
The wort of surveying Allegan County was begun in 1825 and 
was not completed until 1830. It was first laid out in. blocks 
six miles scuare, and these were numbered, then these blocks 
were run off into sections of one mile square, So she map 
stood blenk except Zor the surveyor lines anda showed four 
blocs north and south and six blocks ecst and west, each 
bloct: six miles square, and twenty-four in all and each desig- 
nated by number. The four blocks, or six mile sauare along 
the east line of the county maicing a strip of lané six niles 
east anc west ané twenty-four miles north and south, were set 
off ang named Plainfield Township in 1836. The next row of 
four dlocits along the adjoining Plainfield on the west was 
naned Otsego. The next two rows of blocks to the west of Ot- 
sego was called Allegan Township and the renaining tyvo rows 
of blocks, lying betueen Allegan Towmship and Lake Michigan 
Ses Ranged Nevark Township. ach of these eight squares that 
he townshiv of MNevark : Tate a, OLT ft 
formed the kovnsht? of UeueEseindi2s UG" Ecaeif "a8 tne bonhle- 
: (tion increased. 
The-e is no complete record. of the towunshiv of Newark, since 
they were lost, but we get from persons who lived: here in the 
4 


=) 


earliest: duys, the history of the first township meetin 


Dr, Thomas scys ell that is lmowm is that Daniel A, Plummer 
was its Pirst supervisor.-: But-as soon in our-last-letter,; 
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Mr. Vs R. Wadsworth, (he was at this time a lad of 18 years, 
and his father attended that meeting, and no doubt he did al- 
so) named seven men as the voters present at the town meeting 
at the Singapore School House on the first Monday in Anril 
1843, though he does not mention Mr. Plummer nor does he say 
who was elected to the town offices, however, we reed in "Por- 
trait and Fiogrsvhical Record" that "Daniel A. Plummer came 

to Sausatuck in 1834 and was the third family to settle at 

the mouth of the Kalamazoo" so no doubt he was at the meeting 
and wes elected supervisor of Newark. 


I have often heard my father speak of the first town mecting, 
at the close of the hard winter. That it was held at the 
Singapore School Fouse, and how they went, (he and others) on 
snow shoes, over snow four feet deep. 


Like Newark, the early records of the township of Saugatuck 
were destroyed, though it had a civil history from 1836. It 
held to the name of Newark until 1861, at which time it took 
(the present name. 
Manlius was set off from Nevark in 1836 and held its first 
town meeting at the home of Ralph R. Mann on April l, 1839. 
Jonn Allen supervisor. ; | 


g 37 wh 
began om Section #1, but was not set off from Newark until 
1827, and at that time embraced the present Casco. Held 

first tow meeting at the hore of Orlando Weed, April 5, 1247, 
27 voters present. A. H. Haile elected supervisor. 


Canves was first settled in 18 
n 


Fillmore was 2 part of Manlius until 1847, Its first town 
meeting was held in April of that year, and Isase Fairbanks 


was elected supervisor. 


Casco was separated from Ganges in 1854 and was orgenized in 
1885. Timothy Mc Dowell elected supervisor. 


Lee was a part of Nevark until 1841, when it became a part of 
Manlius, In 1850 it became a nart of Pine Plaines, and by 
April 1859 it had been organized and held its first town neet=— 
ing under the name of Lee, and Thomas Raplee was elected sup- 

, ne? | (ervisor. 
Clyde was first settled in 1837 by Leonard and Jacob Bailey, 
but was not organized into a township until 1859, and held 
its first tow meeting April 2, 1860, 


=< 


Laketowm was set anart-in October, 1858, and held its first 
town meeting on Avril 4, 1859, and so it was that Newark dise 
appeared from the map when Saugatuck adopted its present name 


XII —- REMNINISCENSHS. 


Lagos BES 


Louis Carmpau, a Frenchman, had a trading post av whe nouth of 
Rabbit River, east of New Richmond, and the American Sur Co. 
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established a trading post at Mack's Landing in 1825. By the 
way, Mack's Landing was at a point on the river about where 
Purcy's Lending is now, and was so named because James lic Cor- 
mick tied his boat at that place, and that name became a ces- 
jgnation in thet locality. Vr, Me Cormick came to the south- 
west corner of Manlius in 1837, and was th first white set 
tler in the town. Like most of the frontiersmen he was a 
hunter and trapner and enjoyed a feast on Pish. These lines 
called for a canoe, and his landing on the river was three 
miles almost due north of his home. The canoe also came in 
use in going to Singapore for trade. 

The treders above mentioned did not become settlers, however. 
Yr, Butler, mentiored earlier who came about 1530 remained 
and entered into commercial lines when other families moved 
in, and his home was here until several years later, when he 
was killed while loading logs. 


J 


In 1833, and while kr. Butler was the only white man here, he 
had a villace vlat surveyed where Saugatuck now stands. This 
was while Allesan County was yet a townshinv in Falemazoo Coun- 
ty. ‘the city of Kalamazoo, as it is now, was then mown as 
Bronson, in honor of its founder, Titus Hronsen, and Butler's 
map of this unnamed village was recorded at Bronson, the coun- 
ty seat on July 17, 183). 


The firs: business enterprise here, aside from the Butler 
trading post, was the tannery before mentioned, built in 183). 
This tannery was overated by 2 large Dutch windmill. t was 
bought in 13837 by ir. 5S. A. Morrison, who overated 15 une eEL 
the tan bark pleyed out, or perhaps until 1880. But right 
here is where Saugatuck came to a standstill, and so renained 
for about fifteen yeezs. At one time, it is said, janhy* the 
family of S. A. Morrison, and a few Kiians lived here. Dur- 
ing this time Singazore started, in 1835, and with its sav- 
mills and store, and beni: while it lasted, held supreme, with 
the execention of such activities as were carried on at Plum- 
mer's mill. The S, D. Hichols dock and store at the mouth - 
were in active overation but a short time anc were over a 
mile below Singapore, so are not here 4-clinded when treating 

; (of that place. 
In 1816 Mr. HM. B. Snencer built a steam sawmill in what is 
now Saugatuck, and from this date the place began to show 
signs of life. ‘Wells and Johnson succeeded Mr. Soencer in 
1850, and another sawmill was built by Dunning and Topkins in 
1852. We will let two of the boys of the early forties name 
the succession of mills as they came in. 


Darius and Charley Billings, born and raised here, and both 
veterans of the Civil War, agreed to what follows, in a talk 

a. | (on Oct. 17, 1917. 
"ext after the Spencer mill and bbilt in the fifties (they 
overlooked the Dunning mill of 152) came the J. B. Judson saw- 
mill which stood about 20 rods below the ferry. This mill 
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purned later. H. D. Moore's sawmill about 100 rods north of 
the ferry. Eburger and Smith's Shingle ML1L north of the pa= 
villion, Blanchard's Shingle Fill above the ferry, built 
about 1860 on the west side of the river. This mili was >: 
pought in the late sixties by Bird ane Smith. Lew Shed and 
Fa Densmore Shingle Mill on the site of the Judson Till, this 
mill burned later also, ; 


CQ e 


\ 


George Heath built a grist mill about 9865 5°° FES run T2°orT3 
years and burned. Porter end Co. built a grist mill where lo- 
tel Eutler now stands, the hotel being the mill built over. 

It wes financed by subscription in the early nineties, run 

six or seven years and the machinery was taken to Allegan," 


In about 1856 J. D. Billings scored the timbers and A. H. 
Stillson heved them for the old Saugatuck house, built by Ers 
A. 0, Smith in that year. Fr. Smith was drowned at the Rich- 
mond bridge while it was in the course of construction in 
1856. It was said to be a case where whisky and water were 
rivals and water came cut victorious. . 


The startine of the first ferry at Saugatuck was told as fol- 
: (lows: 
"The bridge that had been used to cross the river et Saugatuck 
stood right about where the ferry is now, and was abandoned 
heeause the schooners 
against it and Imock the spiles loose, so'in 1857 the ferry 
was built enc established. Darius Billirgs wanted the job of 
Tunmning the rzy but was only nineteen years old, and not re- 
sponsible on contract on account of being urder age, so his 
father bid in the job from the town at [300 and turned it 
aver to Darius, and he came to be the first ferryman on t 
job.. te overated the ferry during the season of 197 a" 
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The following taken from the Comzercial, will show somet 2 
“rs af- 


; of the growth of the town curing the last of the 25 ye 
| ter ir. Spencer ‘uilt the first sawmill here. 


"Feb, 27, 1869. The building of the bridge was let to Hc. 
Densmore, he having made the lowest bid, which was' "5,500. 

bug; 7, 18695 Geo. E. Dunn has moved his Sash, Door, and 
Blind facto?y into a portion of Mr. Henry's tannery at the 
head of Lake Street, near the new bricge. Sept. 11, 1869. 
The bridge will soon be completed. The work on our harbor 
does not vrogress very rapidly. The vessel being built by Ir. 
Elliot will have 118 feet keel, 26 beam, and the copacity for 
carrying 180,000 feet-of lumber. 


"At O, R, Johnson & Co's mill one cay last week 56,000 feet of 
lumber was saved. This is the largest amount of lu-ber that 
has been cut in the same length of time at any one mill in 
Saugatuck or Douglas. ? 


"Oct. 9, 1869. There are in Saugatuck five shingle mills, tuo 
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sawmills, one srist mill, one sash, door and blind factory, 
and planing mill, There are seven goneral stores besices one 
drug store, to jewelry stores, one news Toon and book store, 
and tvo millinery stores. The village affords two hotels, 
the Shervood House lent by Geo. Sherwood and the Saugatuc!c 
House kent by Whitney and Strong. There ere Pour coctors, 
lawyers do not seem to flourish here, two Gasguerrean Toons, 
one music school, twe billiard saloons anc restaursnts, two 
insurance offices, ome tailor shop, two bakeries, three butch- 
er shops, three paint shops, two wagon shops, two fisheries, 
one brewery, one livery stable, one brick yard. 


"Nov. 20, 1869. The completion of the new bridge brings more 
teams to town every day." 


Let us say here that credit should be given the late Mr. Thom- 
as Gray, Sr., for the shade trees along the bridge. As all 

the olcé timers will remomber the bridge was first built by 
piling in slabs and edgings from the mills and eovering them 
with dust. When completed, and the bridge was open for traf- 


iL 


e 
fic, ir. Gray wuo was in business in Douglas at the time, be- 


= 

= “=o 

came 2 self-appointed agent to set in some very small willow 
slips along the edges of the fill. There-was no soil in which 
to plent them, just the slabs ané edgings, but he wedged Shen 
in some way and to the wonder of many, they grew, and if 

those who jollied that wise gentleman abont “is experiment 

are still liviug they have an example of his foresight in the 
refreshing shade those trees now provide on a hot summer daye 


Saugatuck was nearing the peak of her business advancement at 
the time of the following, from the Commercial of eee 

: : = LO7Le 
"During the month ending Mey 15, there was Shipped from this 
port &,135,000 feet of lumber, 3,135,000 shingles, 903 cords 
of wood, 9,600 rsilroad ties, 40,000 pickets, “LE ,000 lath, 
cores bari, 25,000 pounds hair, 50 barrels flour, 121 pkgs. 
fish, 66,000 lbs. leather."; and again: "Among the shioments 
from this port for the month ending Oct. 15 were: Luvber, 
3,232,000 fect; shingles, 2,207,000; lath, 252,000; wood, 
2,169 cords. (This would mean four foot sticks, or what was 
known as cord-wood, or 6500 cords of stove wood.) Ties, 5,909; 
staves, 20,000; leather, 62,559 lbs.: fruit, 5,206 pkgs.5: 
fish, 27 pkgs. (Commercial 1174/1871). 


Ficures are dull at best, however, these ere given to show 
that uo to this date the traffic of the cormunity was largely 
from the timber in one form or another. In following letters 
we oim to show the line, by dates, whev7e the forests became 
exheusted and agricrlture and fruit took its place in the ace 
tivities of the inhabitants. 


Through a misprint it was stated in the las* article that the 
township of Casco was organized in 1885 - the date should Fo: 
(have read 1855.__. 
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XIII - SAUCATUCK 


On one day in June, 1870, there were counted nineteen vessels 
loading in Saugatuck harbor, anc several rore loaded and wait- 
‘ng a fair wind, and-the following figures eiven out by Sanmu- 
el Johnson, deputy collector of customs, show that the ex- : 
sorts for that year exceed those of any other sort on this 
shore except Grand iaven. 


"Tn 1870, “72 vessels entered end 670 cleared. ‘he principal 
articles of shipmen!: vere 30,000,000 feet of lumber, 31,000, 
000 shingles, 2,909,000 lath and pickets, 1,500,000 pounds of 
leather, and 8,050 bushels of potatoes." No mention is rade 
in the above of the cuantities of cord wood and ties, staves 
and heeding, etc. thet were rcoing in a constant strean out 
from the Kalamazoo. Sore of the enterprises furnishing this 
are reported as follows: 


tne O, Re Johnson & Co. sawmill at Singapore, canacity, 50,000 
feet per dar, and another in Saugatuck turns off 50,000 feet 
of luzber, , 10,000 lath and 25,000 shingles per day. The 
iwo together manufacture 22,000,000 feet of Lumber, '+,000,000 
shingles, and 2,000,000 lath per year. 


Wiohnson & Co, kent three schooners plying between Saugatuck 
ana Chicago and 7. 3. Meyer's shingle mill turns out 0,000, 
000, Es D. Moore's sawmill 6,000,000 feet of limber, Densmore, 


S 
Barber & Co's stev 
ingles per annum, #..3 
00,006 feet of lumber cn 
Q 


3 e 
mill has a capacity n 
(shingle 


gles per year." 
The Gray & Co, mill of 1870 was formerly the Duccher malt. 
and the EF. 3. Moore mill had previously been owned by fr. Ger- 
i ; (ber. 
It mav be noticed tha‘ 3 to 1800 the place was called 


at previous 
Newark, but now in 1383 it is Saugatuck. 
Ie feel safe in saying that 1870 was the turning point in 
quantity shipping from the port of Seugatuek. The Lake Shore 
and Michigen Southern Railroad came into Altegan about this 
tire, end traffic was begun on the Fichigan and Ohio (nov . 
Michiean Central) Railroad in November, 1583. Pravious to 
this the river had furnished the only outlet for freisht this 
side of Yulamacoo, and daily boats had been in operation be- 
tween Allegan anc Saugatuck. 
The following account of a shipwreck, while of interest in it- 
self, will bear out the above stateuents. We cuote from the 


. After our vaner had gone to press 
FF. B. Wallin Esa. of Newark the 
particulars of the loss of the Schooner lobe. It anvears 
that this vessel left the routh of the Kaiamazoo Piver Satur- 
day night, Dec. 14, with the captain and the omer Helson Ole 
son, and his brother of Newark, one seaman, 4 single man and 


=) 
@ married man with wife and two children, as passengers on 


= ~ 


"Loss of the Schooner Glote 
last week we received from 
Pa 
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board. She had as freight lunber and lath belonging to Ir. 
parish of Silver Creek, end about S00 worth of leather from 
the tannery of C. C, Wallin & Sons. 5. C. Morrison also had 
placed $100 in the captain's care for some person in chicago, 
As soon as fesrs vere entertained for the schooner's safety 
Nr. Wallin sterted in search along the beac” for the wrecir, 
and after he had proceeded a short distance he found fras- 
ments of the vessel which had washed ashore. Tt is thought 
the vessel must heve been unseavorthy, though the captain sup- 
posed she was strong and tight. All the circunstances seem 
to indicate that she split during Saturday night or Sunday 
morning, as the wreck was on the beach Monday morning. 


Te conversion of natural resources of western Allegen County 

into commercial properties wes about completed by 1880. First 

the cordwood played out, then the tan bark, and last the good 

lumber, though there Wes SOP timber cutting going on for some 

time later, where people picked out culled logs and brought 

them in to make a poor grade of lumber. ‘There is a small saw- 

mill in Fennville still in 1920 where odd trees and second 

growth logs ere cut up, but does not begin to satisfy the lo- 
(cal demend. 

I worked at lumbering with my father until 1880 or'Sl, by 

which tine there were no more tracts vorth a contract. In 

all our jobbing we took nothing that would cut less than twoe 

thirds good lumber, anc it was generally understood thet a 

poorer grace was not vorth the expense of cutiing, hauling 

and milling. What was left in the first cut became more val- 

uable as soon as the supply of good timber was gone and we 

had to ship timber baci: from the north. It was this low 

grade stuff that kept a few mills in operation later than 

1880, Very little if any of this was shipped away, HOWeVET » 


The lumber men came in, strinned the country of desirable tin- 
ber, end moved on to fresh fields. The tanners used all the 
bark they could, and shipped the rest away as fast as they 
could and they,, too, moved on, each: and 211 of the Large oper= 
ators, and they all took their money away with them. Aside 
from giving temporary employment to a large mreber of men, 

and furnishing a market for material taker off by the settlers 
in clearing their land, they were a demage to the country. 
Trey bought large tracts of timber land for very low prices, 
stripped the timber end bark off, and sold the land for what 
they could get, and often they got as much for the land as 
they paid for timber-and all, and had the rake-orf as clear 
gain, They left no gift or improvement in the community, 
tmilt no buildings, and constructed no rozds as a gift in ape 
preciation of what they had received. Ther simply came in, 
grabbed all they could lay hands on and took it avay. True, 
they were within their rights, but it seers to some of us that 
the conditions are radically wrong that will permit men with 
Money to co in and rob the commmity of all natural resources, 
and leave no compensation. | i 
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But we Gicress. The Chicago and Michigan Lake Shore Railroad 
ran its first train through New Richmond and Fenn's Fills 

(now Fenmnville) in April, 1871, and this headed eff the nost 
of the up river freichts. Also Holland on the north end South 
Haven and the niers to the soush were takins freient,..all of 
which lessened the shipping from the port of Saugatuck. 


As timber products grev less in auantity, farn products, and 
especially fruit, increased at a ranid rate, which held the 
freizht shipments to some extent, though probably not as sreat 
in volume. This, however, will be considered in a later let- 
on--- === (ter. 
Several errors erent into Mr. lmutchins’ last article through 
its being handled by printers unfamiliar with the names and 
circumstances. Following are the most important of these: 


Ebmeyer & Smith's (written E, 3. Meyer) shingle mill was 
printed as "Eburgers and Smith's mills." 


The words trading post appeared as “trailing post." 


The edging bridge across the Kalamazoo Lale was covered with 
saudust from the mills, and not with plain dust, as might be 
inferred from the text. 





XIV - DOVGELAS 

Jgnathan lade settled on the south side of “alamazoo Lalze, 
where Dougles now stsnds, at an early date, and his brother 
Melson care soon after. They were the only white settlers 
there for some time. Frank NY. Yade, son cf Nelson, was the 
first white child horn there - January 1853.6 


In 1851 Jonethan Vade.laid out a village I 

of the town south of the main street (or Cen reet, as it 
3s called) on Sec. #16, and called it Dudleyville. ‘lilliam fF. 
Dutcher platted that portion of the town north of Center 
Street, and called it Duteherville., .these names held until 
abot 1870, by which time the inhabitants had increased in 
number until they decided to incorporate the village, and the 
very important subject of a nane satisfac’ory to both sides 
of the street arose, Col. Frederic H. May, son-in-law of ir. 
Dutcher, suggested Douglas, anc this proved satisfactory. 
When the Board of Supervisors incornorated the village, Oct . 
1+, 1870, the name was legalized, ané Douglns hele its first 
Village election on Dec. 5 of that year. | 
About 1851 Jonathen built a sawmill just sovth of what is now 
the west end of the bridge. This mill was later accuired by 
‘Hlliem F. Dutcher. Thomas Gray and Jonas 5, Crouse later © 
controlled the property. During the early seventies it was 
turnea into the manufacture of fruit packages, and is now 
Imowm as the ‘eed & Co. basket factory. For nerhans twenty 
years it has been the only. importent manufacturing plant near 
the mouth of the Kalamazoo. 
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About 1861 another sawmill was built by a man named Conger on 
the river bank a little to the south of the east end or Cen— 
ter Street, owned by Horace B.. (Harry) Moore later on.. 


At its best the Yade mill is quoted as having a lumber capaci-. 
ty of 6,000,000 feet and 6,000,000 shingles, and the loore 
mill 5,000,000 feet of lumber and 6,000,000 shingles... This 
property also changed owners before being Gismantled.. 


Daniel Gerber built a tannery on the creek at the southeast 
portion of the village in the early sixties, and operated it 
for several years until it was sold to Wallin & Sons. This, 
lixe tanneries at Saugatuck, Wallinvil”’e and Plummerville, 
closed down when the local supply of hemlock bark became ex-- 
(hausted about 1880. 

In 1868 Crawford Me Donald built a grist mill at the east end 
of Center Street. This mill was 26 x 26 feet in size and two 

and a half stories hich, with an engine room 20 x 20 feet, 
tvo run of stone, and a cavacity of 250 bushels of wheat per 
day. This mill was later owned by J. S.. Payne & CO. i Bs 
Dutcher also owned it, and it was under his ownership when 
it burned in the lete nineties, and was never rebuilt. 


Robert M. Moore was active in the luuber tusiness here for a 
number of years and until the saw timber played out. 





Dougles was at the peak of its development at the end of 
twenty years, for we read, June 10, 1871: "In Douglas there 
are two stores, two sawmills, two shingle mills, one grist 
mill} one tannery, one planing mill, two carpenter snops, 
three shoe shovs, three blacksmith shops, one wagon shop, one 
paint shop, two meat markets, three millinery and dressmaking 
shops, one church, one school, and one hotel. The census or 
1880 gives Douglas a population of 522.. The lM. E. Church was 
built in 1870. The postoffice was established in 18638, with 


Dyer C.. Putnam as postmaster. 


PLUMMVERVILLE 


Benjamin Plummer moved from Newark (now Saugatuck) to Sec. #8 

Ganges in 1046, and built a sawmill on the ereels there, near 
the lake. W. H. Plumer thinks Orlando Weed had an interest 

in it, but sold out to Plummer in a year or tuo. He also says: 

"The mill was in operation until 1862 or '63. 


"QO, R.. Johnson & Co.. built a tannery right away after the saw 
mill was built. Wo doubt the two joined forces in construct~ 
; (ing the dam. 
"The pier was built by a stock company, of which Lr. Plummer 
was a member, in about 1854.. F. B. Wallin succeeded 0. R. 
Johnson in the tannery, and Mr. Perrottet, succeeded Wallin. 
Theodore Perrottet, his son, now of Chicago, is interested 
in these letters, and has been kind enough to give us an ac- 
count of his father's work here, which we quote as follows: 
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In the early part of 1857 A. E. Perrottet purchased the Plun- 
merville tannery from S. A. Forrison of Saugatuck, and it was 
in the spring of the same year he put his furniture aboard 
the small schooner Falcon, of which he was part owner, ay 1: 
with wife and young son they sailed from. “hicago, bound for 
Plummerville Pier, It was a week before they were able to 
land, owing to storm. They were obliged to turn back three 
times, each tire making St, Joe harbor for shelter. The tan- 
nery at time of purchase was a small water power r7ant. Ina 
short time Mr. Pervottet installed a boiler and engine. At 
this time about ten men were employed, and the output was 
about twenty-five hides a day. This for shoes and harness. 
Hides were purchased from farmers around the country and some 
were shipped in from Chicago and delivered at the pier, now 
known 2s Perrottet's Pier. Leather in surmer was shinped by 
boat from the pier, and in winter vas heuled by farmers to 
Kalamazoo, at that time being the nearest railroad. he first 
stop was Allegan, and then on to Kalamazoo. During the win- 
ter farmers brought hundreds of cords of wood and piled it up 
on what was known as cier ground. The boats were loaded with 
this during the summer and carried it to Chicago. 


"In March, 1860, the tannery burned to the ground. Er. Perrot- 
tet rebuilt it at once and increased its capacity to 100 hides 
a day, and at this time being tanned for sole leather. Thirty- 
five men were employed, but skilled lebor was hard to find in 
Ganges Township, so i'r. Perrottet brought from Canada the fol- 
loving families: Leckie, =lliott, Purcey and Drought, names 
still familiar in Allegan County. The tannery at this time 
was using from 3,500 to 4,000 cords sf hemlock bark a year. 
The cost of bari at this time was from 53.50 to °5.00 per 
eord. (At the time of writing it is $18 a cord and hard to 
get). Bark was tought in from Casco and delivered at the tan-= 
nery during the winter, as many as thirty and forty teams a 
day hauling bark. This work was given to farmers. 


"During the summer bark was towed to the pier on scows by tugs 
from Saugatuck or Mack's Landing and was purchased fron Mir. 
Purdy. In the early seventies F. B, Wallin bought an inter- 
est in the tannery. In 1876 the enterprise was given uD, OW= 
ing to shortage of bark and the plant not being large enough 
to compete with larger tanneries. 


"Parmers were peid abont “+ a day for hauling the bark." 


Capt, Charles M. Link said of the place: "The pier at Plun= 
merville was puilt in 185% by Taylor & Co. Teams could not 
drive out on this pier as at Pier Cove, so the load was driv~ 
en onto the foot of the pier and rum to the outer end by hand. 
The schooners Jane, Lovise, Arabella and A. P. Dalton were 
among the first to take cargoes here. 


"An amusing incident happened in the early days, as follows: 
Dr. Goddrich, while hunting, heard something comins down the 
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se . : ee === ; 
~# the runway. Supvosing it to be @ aate ve shot at it, but 
_-* vnen he vent for tre same found he kad;killed Mr. Plurmer's 
“.9lad rem. This caused considerabts-emegement in the community. 
The doctor fixed it up with lr. Plurrer right away, as he was 


the last man to harm anybody." = 


We are in receint of an interesting letter from A. D. Good- 
rich, now of Holland, >but who was born and raised here, from 


which we quote in part: 


"One thing I have in mind at Plummerville was the pier, thst 
was kept up for so many years. I-think it first was built 
for the cordwood business. 


'Retween Saugatuck and South Haven at one time there were five 
cordwood shinpving piers, known as Pier Cove, Plummerville, 
Webster's, Packard's {now Glenn) and Me Nowell's piers, and 
there was a reevlar traffic in this commodity between them 
and Chicago, as the farmers were clearing up their land and 
eut most all good beech snd maple into cordwood, ané all cut 
with an ax. Think what a problem it would be today for a man 
to stand on a two to three foot log and chop it up into cord- 
wood. Before the days of the 'Champion saws’ (about 1865, I 
think) it all had to be done with the ax. 


"But about the Plummerville pier. At one time it was re >uilt 
by Mr. Perrottet, and he received hides and shipped lesther 
over to Chicaco via the steamer Ira Chafee, that plied between 
Saugatuck and Chicego and would call at the pier on her trips. 


NS 

tanother incident comes into my mind in connection with the 
tcordwood days.’ The schooners that beaded at the piers vould 
@roo anchor ovt in deep water, and by a long line haul ther- 
selves in to the side of the pier, vaying out their anchor 
chain, which, when the boat was loaded, would be used to haul 
the boat ovt by means of the windlass on the bozt. They would 
then set their sails, lift anchor, and away they would gO. 
The vessels covle not lay at the pier if the wind or a storm 
Game ud that made a rough sea, but they would have to watch 
the weather, end if they saw 2 storm coming, pull out and put 
to sea and vait until the sea subsided egaine: 


"At one time, I think it wes the Josephine Dresden loading at 
Plummerville, a storm came up and for some reason they failed 


to get out, so she pounded_a hole her lencth through the pier 
and went onto the beach. The cord wood that was already toad- 


ed was thrown out and the boat pulled off again. 


"Othar boats I remember as trading there were the scow "Three 
Belis,' now 'Frederick* and scow 'Trio,' The Trio was: built 
at Pier Cove by Link and the Tourtelotts of Clenn. io 


"The Plummer sawmill stood just below the dam, on the north 
bank of the creek, just across from the Perrottet tannery. 
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Was operated by water power, and consisted of the old-fashion- 
ed 'sash saw' that 'went up today and came down tormmorrovw.' 

I never saw this mill in operation, but it stood there with 
some of the machinery in place at my earliest memory. 


"There was another tanrery there in the early days, Imown as 
the Peckhem tannery. It was before my day, but the vecent 
puilding stood there, It was located on the main north and 
south road on the east side, and north side of the creek, 
just below the south hill." : 


The writer referred to 7, H. Plummer about this tannery, and 
he said it was built later than the JOhnson tannery, did not 
do extensive business and was in overation but 2 short time. 
The building was later moved south about two miles and is now 
used as a barn on the Harvey James farm. 


The Plummerville store stood and still stands on the east 
side of the lake shore road, on top of the south hill and op- 

(posite the cemetery. 
Barnard Tidwell established a brick-yard here in about 1658, 
It was located on the north side of Plurmerville Creex and on 
the west side of the leke shore road, The cry sheds were on 
the east side of the road, opposite the yard. He ren it un- 
til about 1865. At this time he was marching in a political 
parade and dropped dead, the brickyard was never overated 
There was 2 store established by John Taylor on the southwest 
corner of the road about 1851 or 1852, and Amos ©, Haile 
elerked for him, and may have bought the store later. lr. 
Kaile died soon after snd the store was closed. 


The above is from a talk with J, T. Henderson, and later Char- 
lie Haile, son of A. C. corvoborated the statement. 


A, D,. Goodrich said of the burg: "There were a half dozen 
houses stood around the Perrottet tannery grounds where enm- 
ployes lived, and single men boarded at what was called ‘'Plunm- 
merville Proter," with Uncle Ben Plummer and Rufus Ancreus, 
the little man. The store was operated by various persons. 
Unele Ben, I think at one time, and later by John S. Payne, 
Caleb Ensign and others." This must have been the big store 

(south of the creek, 
With the closing of the tennery in 1876 all commercial ~~ --~ 
enterprise ceased. The pier soon washed away by the sca and 
winter ice jams, and the buildings were either 3orn, cown- OF -- 
moved away and Some years before the close of the 19th cen- 
tury this bustling little center, created for the disposal or 
use of bark and cordvwood eradually shrank away with the disap- 
pesrance of the causes of it first existence, and now we ere 
reminded of little Paul Domby when he said, "Floy, wnat are 
the wild waves saying?" 





<= 
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XV - PIER COVE 
Harrison Tlutchins became the first settler in Ganges Township 
when he moved into his esbin on Sec. #1 in December, 1835. 
Others followed by ones, twos and threes in a season, so that 
within about ten years there was need. for shipping facilities, 
and the only way out of it for freight was over the sand road 
down the lake shore to Saugatuck and the river. 


Coal did not come into general use for heat ard power until 
about the eighties, and Chicago and the west furnishec 4a de=- 
mand for wood, and the settlers on the shore of Laie Michigan 
had wood to burn while clearing their land - so if transporta- 


tion could be provided they could realize a profit from their 


hardwood timber by cutting it’into cordwood. Marcius Suther- 
land came here and noticed the conditions, interested himself 
to the extent of financing the construction of a pier at the 
mouth of a creek which emptied into Lake Michigan at the west 
end of the quarter line of Sec. #5, Ganges Township, and the 
project was completed ané put in geration in 1849. 


Lake Michisean forms a long curve inland here, and when the 
pier was built the place took on the name of Pier Cove, 


This pier was so planned that teams could drive to the outer 
end, unload, and turn sround for the shore trip, and the cord 
wood and tanbark business flourished from that time on. This 
was the first of the five piers built between Saugatuck and 
South Haven, and the task was not en easy one, as it was all 
done by man power. Power pile drivers were not in use here 
at that time, according to statements of the early settlers. 
In the early fifties Sidney S-uires owned and opereted a wa- 
ter power saw mill at Pettle Creek, and sold it to a Mr. Cran- 
son, About 1852 it was moved to Pier Cove, but steam pnower 
was applied. Mr. Sauires came with the mill to set it up and © 
; (put it-in operation. 
In arriving at the correct date, one of Mr. Seuires' daugh- 
ters told it as follows: ‘"sather moved the mill here previous 
to the family coming. I remember mother telling of being | 
left alone there while father was here putting up the mill. 
The family came in 1854. They moved into the woods, and fa- 
ther had to go to Alles-n to get wheat ground. Mother was 
afraid to stay alone nichts while he was gone, as the wolves 
were howling around the house, so she carried rails into the 
house to prop the door shut." 


Benton Thompson said the sawmill was running when they carie 
here in 1853, when he was a lad of 12 years. 


"The wood turnin 


Cant. Charles M. Link said of the burg: ing 
and furniture factory was built in 1853 by Charley Richards; 
then Ir. Nichols tought it out and put in the grist mil 


This changed hands several times, Mr. Ederedze being the last 
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owner. He operated the flour and feed mill until the dan 
washed out about 1880, and the mill never wes started egain." 


In a letter to the Fennville Herald Jan. 1, 1910, Capt. An-— 
drew Reid said: "In the year 1848, as given by ore of our 
early settlers, Charles Richards came to Pier Cove, set up a 
building, and started a wood turning shop. After running the 
shon a few years he sold out to Mr. “Wichols, vho put ina 
millstone, and converted the shop into a grist mill about 
i ix (1860.", 
HE, H., Goodrich said William Sheffer had a fanning mill s>op 
on the flat back of the sawmill betveen 1855 and 1860. This 
was not in the turnirg shop as some say. About 1855 the turn- 
ing. shop was in the basement of the building, Possibly in 
1850 the stone was put up in the upper floor for making furni- 
; ; : ' (ture, 
Mr. Goodrich and his sister attended school 4% Pirer Cove in 
1852, At the time his people lived on the farm on See. 2, 
Ganges, one-hz1f mile south of where Schoolhouse “1 now 
stands. The above statements conflict only as to dates. 1 
do not mow who lr. Reid's informant was, but it is sare to 
say the dsm and turning shop were installed at some date be- 
tuyeen 1843 and 1853. Kr. Link said the turning shop was the 
first mill built here, an” we have found that the sawmill was 
(in overation by 1653. 
Mr, Link said: “About 1853 Mr. Scuires and another man nuilt 
the sawmill at Pier Cove. It was an upricht saw, being bee 
fore the tine of the circular saw. Later it was sold to Ray-= 
mond & Abbott. They cperated it for sone time, It was a 
steam mill, anc was move@ to Fennville during the lsete sixties. 


"The first vostoffice establisned in the vicinity was at Pier 
Cove in 1854. Sam Thompson was the first postmaster. [It was- 
kant here until 1882, when Martin Pratt moved it to the pre- 
gent site at Gances. In the early sixties there vere four 
stores, 2 nostoffice, one saloon, 4 hotel, sawmill, repair 
shop and grist mill at Pier Cove. 


"Tio schooners have been loaded with cordwood alone in ove dar 
at the pier, besides lumber, shingles and tanbark that went 
; ! Cover it." 

I lesrned from Stephen Atwater and John P,. Wade that the Pier. 
Cove steam sawmill was moved to Fennville by Fenn ¢: Loomis in 
1869 or 1870, and C. G. Abbott says his father, who owed the 
mill at Pier Cove, moved it to Fennville in 1869. At the 

time the mill was moved Mr. Atwater operated a general store 
there, and Er. ‘lade was bookkeeper for the will company. 
The traffic that passed over the pier can hardly be realized 
at the present tine. Tre lumber cut at the Hizington mill, 
tvo miles north of Fennville, previous to 1862 was cravn to 
Pier Cove. After Fennville was started in 1662, until NO7 Ty 
when the railroad was established, the lumber and shingles 
from there went over this vier; also the lueber from the Phil- 
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lips mil. that stood on the sousheast quarter of Sec. “11, 
Ganges Township, was hauled,to the pier, besides the cut of 
the mill at the Cove. All this lumber and shingles, added to 
the cordvood and tanbark and other local freight, made an in- 

1 mense traffic. 
vw, A. YWoodvorth of Saugatuck said, in a talk at the Yestern. 
Allezan County Pioneer Society, Oct. 6, 1917: “When I first 
came to Pier Cove, in 18¢4, the burg was noted for its side- 
walks of cordwood. All along the street, where sidewalks 
shovld have been, were immense piles of this wood, I saw no 
steamboats at this time, but on one occasion I counted twenty- 
eight sailing vessels from the pier, and four boats loaded at 
one time at the pier there." 


, nov of Akron, Towa, but who lived here dur- 
, said at the meeting that the cordwood of 
W864 and 1855 was a mere shadow of what it had been previots- 
Ir, vhen not only the streets and piers were piled high, but 
the woods vere full of it. 


'3 
Ci 
un 


XVI - PIER COVE (continued) 


The removal of the sawmill in 1279 was the beginning of the 

nd of the old time Pier Cove. The cause of its removal was 
the saw timber witvin reach of tvis mill was gone, end no fur= 
ther need for it existed. The cordwood and tanbarh also had 
played out, and the surrounding country had been worked over 
into 2gricultural and fruit Lines, which was cevrinerd “Tair 
Start as a brench of industry, but not sufficient as yet to 
Gemand the expense of maintaining the pier. And, too, the 
railroad at Fennville having been put in oseration in the 
spring of 1671, Fennville too’ on business proportions in a 
commercial and transportation way wreich lessened the need of 
a lake outlet, so there was littte to hold Pier Cove as a 
trading point. One b one the stores closed and were torn 
down or moved away. ‘the blacksmith and repair shop was ¢is- 
continued for want of vatronare, and the hotel cessed *o oner= 
ate. It was in about the early eichties that the church, 
postoffice and school were removed to their present loca- 
tions, The nier hac gone out by vey of the ice and tre sea, 
and all that remained to represent the business of former 
years was the old red erist mill, which was beirg operseted by 
the last owner, Joseph Eléridge, and this went ovt of opera- 
‘tion by the washing ovt of the ¢am a little later. The vic- 
turesque old structure stoed for years as & reminder of forme 
er activities, with its sreat water wheel Sagging avay from 
its originzl1 position. The mill founcation finally erumbled 
away and the whole structure began topniing over into the pond. 
It was torn cown by the present owner of the land, 0. C. Sym- 
mons of Chicago, about 1916. 


~~ 


Only a few years efter tre Gestruction of the pier there was 
arew cause for an outlet for freicht by way of the Cove and © 
the lake, This time it was for the marketing of the fruit 
from the young orchards in the vicinity. R. M. Moore & Co. 
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of Saugatuck owned and operated a line of steamers between 
that place and Chicaco, and we are tola that a new stock com- 
pany was formed and put out a pier in 1877. My impression is 
that it was later, or in the eighties. But however that may 
have been, it was taken over by the R. HM. Moore Company, and 
their boats touched here for carv0. 


Apout 1885 or '86 Rocers & Bird of Sausatuck, running a com 
peting line of boats to Chicago, joined with William Corner 
and Cant. C. M. Link of Ganges and put out another pier a few 
rods south of the creek, and they also took freight here. 
Tach of these companies had two daily boats on the line dur- 
ing the busy season; also at times each had a daily boat to 
Milwaukee. These vniers differed from the earlier sort in 
that they had commodious warehouses at the shore end of the 
pier, with steel tracks laid «to the outer end, and were e- 
quipped with large cars, upon which the fruit was run out to 
the boat. Also at this time the Wells-Hieman Fruit Package 
Company of St. Joseph had a sales warehouse 100 feet long, 20 
feet wide, and two stories high, for the sale of packages. 
Put what a chance! Only a few families had their homes there, 
and their activities were not concerned in the traffic. 


The frecse of 1899 killed the peach trees o2 the whole lake 
shore district, anc the other freichts were not sufficient to 
warrent 2 reguler line of boats and maintenance of a first 
class pier, though there was a moderate amount of traffie in 
fréight and passengers, which was taken care of Dy 2 small 
ecoastins steamer, the John A, Aliber, owned and operated by 
Cants We Pe ‘4lson of Sougatuck, and which transferred to “*- 
eeo boats at South Faven. The Rosers & Bird line was disman- 
tied and alloyed to go down, while the traffic went over the 
other urtil the advent o* the auto truck, which was nut in op- 
eration by Maile Brothers.- Fred and William - in 1916. They 
established a receivine station at Ganges, and deliverec the 
ireizht to the Holland Interurban Noad at Saugatuck, this be- 
ing a more central voint of celivery for the growers near 
fanses, and by the trucks gathering the fruit along the road 
tiey took away the balance of patronage, so the roat service 
at Pier Cove was discontinued in August, 1917, when Capt. 
Wilson made his last trip with his new steaner, the Anna C. 
Wilson, and Pier Cove became a place of the past. 


vps, S. G. Fiegert , who came to Ganges in 1855, said.in that 
year Ciles Rockwell »uilt the first part of-the hotel at the 
Cove, Later he tuilt another having 4 hall on the second 
floor. There is some difference of opinion as to the date 
the house was built. At any rate it was the only hotel in 
Gances Township, and for a time was a popular assem vling place 
for elections and social gatherirgs. + was onerated in turn 
by Messrs. Rocinell, Ballard, Scott and Charley Mack. Hr. 
Mack operated it a few years, closing its doors in the late 
seventies. C. E. Ensfield bought the property and sold half 
of the building to BR, M. Moore & Co., who moved it over to 
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their pier for 2 warehouse. Tre remainder was torn cown,. 
"On Christmas "ve, 1871, 101 couples denced in the hotel hall, 
music being furnished by the Chase Crchestra." 


There was 2lso a Yr, Coo’ who managed the rlace, for we reac, 
Oct. 23, 1869: "The dance at Fier Cove was ouite well at ttend= 
ed, an¢ the varticinants seemed to enjoy themselves very much. 
We must say we believe Nr. Cook, the proprietor of the hotel, 
is well versed in keening a pudlie house." 


Among those who enssged in the rercantile pe cag sige ie the 
life of the burg were Ra ey Valter Billings Payne 
(who also ovmed the saloon), L. Weever, A. C. boiians, and 3B. 

: B.. Hall « 
Pier Cove was verhars a* ne pesk of its fruit shipving peri- 
od in 18687, when there were 336, 730 baskets of peaches sent 
over the pier dvring the season, in addition to the ouanti- 
ties of apples and other freights, though there were several 
years wren the smounts handled would equel or surpass the 
above, for which we do not have the accurste data. (Apr. 1920) 


(Feb. 27, 1925. In again taking uv the work of compiling the 
history of Vestern Allegan County, which he beran several 
years ago, the earlier erticles beinz sublished in tnis p2per 
at that time. Mr. H. H. Hutchins writes to The Commercial 
(Record as follows: 
"T have hac in mind ever since I left off my history of ‘est 
ern Allegen County to finish, but have simply neclected to 
get at it. JI em now st-rting in, ance will _try to have a sec-= 
tion in each week until completed. Today I am bringine the 
first settlers into the section between Allegan and Sinesvore, 
and plan to follow the line of settlerent.es to business, 
such ss brick yards, schools, mills, snd serhaps sone about 
churches, ete., as they were introduced, and will Tinish with 
Fennvilte, which was the Isst town to be astablished in Vest- 
ern Allegen County. These will interlan, of courses, as 
time, but as 12 is a jumpy affair no harm will come if 
jum a little more, Pearl and Bravo ecsre a little later, but 
I have no olan as to them - thet will vork itself out soz 
way, no douht. There will be six or eizht weeks of it. In 
completing this history I shall renvest.,from letters published 
in pol and 1910 in .vart, but shall add=fresh history here and 
there, with some corrected matter where statements were inconm- 
plete. Peonle whe have conies of or remember the former let- 
ters will please bear with the renetition. ‘T-ken 95 a contin- 
uation of the rn this article will be Ne. 17. I am set- 
ting back somewhat, since I have already described much that 
happened after the first settlers, tut it is cone, so I will 
Z0 on as thorgh we did not know it.”) 


ARTICLE XVII. : ; : 


In the summer of 1836 Harrison Untchins and his father, Tavid- 
Eutchins, went from Pochester, ". Yes to Buffalo by canal boat, 
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from Buffalo to Detroit by schooner, and from Detroit to Alle- 
gan the followed Indian trails on foot, carrying their provi- 
sions and blankets and sleeping on the ground in the forest 

, (oy night. 
Upon arriving at Allegan they found Leander Prouty, who had 
arrived on June 6, 1834, and who was the first settler in 
that section (See letter No. 3, printed in this paver late in 
1919, for history of Er. Pronty's coming.) There were three 
or four other families here also in 1836, among whom was Ir. 
James Ve Cormick and his family. At this time there were no 
settlers between Alleg-n and the lake shore, nor on the shore, 
except at the mouth of the Yalamazoo. As has been stated in 
earlier letters, there was a settlement there, begun by ‘Jil- 
liam G. Futler in 1830 or 1832, | 
In 1837 Mr. Futchins walked back to Detroit on his way te 
Rochester to bring his sister, Mrs. Sophia Stillson, and her 
two children, Aate and Sam, and on “is return he walked the 
same route for the third time. | 


In September of 1837 James Me Cormiek, Harrison Hutchins, Cy- 
rus Cole, Mr. rayte, and possibly John Billings cut ont a wage 
on road from the Bailey mill, which had just been built west 
of Swan Creek, to thé corner of the four towns - Scugatuck, 
Ganges, Clyde and Vanlius, Mr, i‘e Cormick took up a claim in 
the southwest corner of Manlius, and Fr. Eutchins on the 
northeast corner of Canges, cornering to each other. This 
turned out to be the first settlement in the vicinity of what 
is now Fennville - irfact, the first between Allegan and Sing- 

; (enore, 
Mr. Me Cormick brilt a log house where the old homestesd now 
stands, and moved his family over from Allegan that same year 
(1837), but the logs were green and the house demp, and the 
folks had colds, so he moved bac to Allegan for the winter, 
but in the spring of 1838 they came here for a permanent home, 
and were the first white settlers in the town of Manlius. 


Mr. Futchins also began on his land in 1837 by clearire off a 
small plot of ground, and planted some crons among the burned 
logs. He, too, went away for the winter, tut at that time 
the sawmill at Swan Creek was in course of construction and 
his father had a contract there, where he worked with him 
through the winter of 1837-38. During the season of 1838 he 
Cleared more land and built his log house, and in December of 
that year he moved his sister there and began life on his own 
loné, and was the first settler in Ganges, 


Ttiring the «inter of 1839 Jemes Wadsworth *uilt ea house on 


his land on the northeast quarter of the northwest auarter 

of Sec, #2 in Ganges, and moved his family there in the fol- 
lowing spring. This farm lies on the west side of the road 
runni-< south from the school house of District No. 1. His 
was the second femily to settle in Ganges. John Billings al- 
So moved onto his land in the spring of 1839 - the place now 
mmed by Verne Kenter. Levi roomis moved fron Singapore in 
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the spring of 1810 to his lend on Sec. “11, Ganges, and his 
son Marion was horn there soon after, being the first white 

(child born in Canges. 
LETTER NO. 18, 


It ocevrs to me now that ve have been chead of our story fr 
the very becinnire, ond that the first = importance is 
the organization or Allegan County. Let us v2! 

glance at the remote past, and continue more re 


From the Michigan Tradesman, Oct. 10, 1908 s 


MPre settlinc of western Michicen wes progressine rapidly in 

the thirties, one county after another heing orga nized, until 
by the time it became a state the counties from Detroit clear 
to the leke vere well orgsnized. On Merch 30, 1833, a lav 
was passed that chanved th ‘e county of Allegan to the tounship 
of Allegsn and made it a vart of Kalamazoo County, and’on 
April 6, °1833, the first towmship mectine was held in the 
house of Samiol Poster in Otsego. In 1825 they petitioned 
the lecislative pee eg aie 2 separate county orgenization, 
which was granted and became effective Sent. 1, 1835. 

"me following year an act wes aporoved which divided the coun- 
ty “into four townships, viz.? Plainfield, Otseso, Newark and 
Attezean, Plainfield tounshin embraced hat is now Martin, 
Weyland, Gunplsins, anc Leighton. Otseso embraced the sree 
sent Otseso, fa Son, Bahar and Dorr s Newark embraced the 
present tormshinps os 2 . Clyde, Manlius, “itlmore, Casco, 
Ganges, Saucatuck and at eteats ALlozen covered Trowhridse 
Allegen, Fonterey, Salex, Cheshire, Pine Flains (now Talley) 
Heath and Overisel. These four townships elected sunervisors 
in April, 1826, anc the boaré of supervisors met Oct. 4 of 
that yesr. BY y 1861 -a boundaries and names of the present 


twenty-four tovnshins had been settled, and were as they are 
(now." 

The following is quot ted from a letter prepared by Gen, Ulisha 

‘ix, and read by him before the Allesan aGunty Pioneer Socie- 


ty in &ycust “1808, It had been written at times long before 
that date, the statistics being collected hrough several 
years of tr, Mix'!s lone lice in Allegan GonAtss The date of 
organization and name of first set stler and first supervisor | 
is given for every one of the twenty-four townships. The oho 
(per was as follows 

"Allecan County, under territorial government, comprised Pour 
townships, as follows: aes 


“~ 


"Plainfield - Range 11, towns l, 2, 3,.and *. 
"Otsego -— Renge 12, toms 1, 2, 3, and Me, 
"Allecan - Ranges 13 and 14, towns 1, 2, 3 and he 


Mewark - Ranges 15 and 16, towns 1, 2, 3, and 4. 


" 


— 
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WThe county seat was laid out by Oshea “ilder, Cyrus Lovel and 
Isaac E. Cary in 1834. The first election was held Aus. 
1836. - Elisha Bly and John Anderson were elected justices of 
the peace; Alexander L. “ly, clerk; J. L. Shearer, sheriff; 
Martin IL. Barber, county surveyor, and Oka Town, judge or prom 
pate. Eber Sherwood, JOseph Fisk and baniel A. Plummer were 
chosen 2 committee to carry a_report of said election to the 
legislative council. Hlisha “Ly was chairman and J. L. ~hear- 
er secretary of the-election. the above named were commis-. = - 
gioned. Aug. 25, 1835, by the acting governor of the territory, 
Stephen T. Mason. The same year Michigan passed Yo a state. 
Elisha Ely was elected the first representative from Aiivgen, 
County to the state.lesislature, March 23, 2636....Milo Jins- 
low was elected treasurer, and Soseph Fisk rerister, thus mak- 
ing the first organization of Allegan County complete. The 
first supervisors elected ty the four tounsbins were as fol+ 
lows: “Full Sherwood for Otsego, Alexander Ely for All 
Daniel A, Plummer for Newark, and John luurphy for Plain 


c 


O 
ships were in full working order by officers duly elected by 
actual settlers of the county and towns of ‘tne COUNTY e 


ettlement of Allesan County was at the mouth of 


"Theifirst s 
the Kalamazoo River by “illiam ¢. Butler, in the fall oF 1629. 
Organized in 1836. First supervisor, Daniel A, Plummer. 


"The seco-d settlement was at Otsego, by Giles Scott, Urial Tas 
ker and Sloan Eaton, in 1830. Organized in 1836. First su- 
pervisor, Hull Sherwood. re ey 


"The third settlement was in Gun Plein, by Dr. Sirenus Thorp= 

son, Calvin White, John Adams and Jonathan Sussell, in 1830. 
2 s 78 = £ : me 

Organized in 1836. John Murphy, first supervisor. 


"The fourth settlement was in Allegan, in #34, by Leander 
Prouty, Elisha ly, Josenh Fisk and Alonzo Weeks and his 
brother, Corydon Veeks. Orzenized in 1836. First suvervisor 
(was Alexander Ely. 

"The fifth scttlement was Trowbridge, in 1835, by Leander 
Prouty and his wife. Orgenized in 1842, First supervisor, 
(John “are. 
"The sixth settlement was Waylend, by Iucius A. Barnes and Den- 
jel Jackson. Organized in 1843. First supervisor Joel 

. (Brownson. 
‘artin, by Munford Eldred, in 1836. 


"The seventh settlement was V 
MK, Kimball, first sunervisor. 


“rzanized in 1839, Cotton 
"The eighth settlement was Watson, by Daniel Leggett and ‘/il- 
liam S, Viner and Wells Field, in 1836. Orgenized in 1842, 

First supervisor, Amos Dunning. 


"The ninth settlement was Monterey, by Gil Blas ‘ilcox and 
John Sweezey, in 1836. Organized in 1847. First supervisor, 
(John Chase. 
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"The tenth settlement was Manlius, by Ralph Re Mann, in 1836, 
Fe founded the city of New Richmond in 1836. Ore -anised in 
1839. First supervisor, dohn Allen. : 
"The eleventh settler ent was in Clyde, by Jacob and Leonard 
Bailey, in 1837. Organized in 1859. First supervisor was 

(Ba ai ch Patrish. 
"The twelfth settlement was Honkins, by Jonathan 0, Round, Or- 


ganized in 1852. First supervisor, Jonathan 0. Round. 

"The thirteenth settlomert vas Pine Pla eins, py e. He Vest asec 
Paniel Ammerman, in B38. Organized in 1850. First sunerviser 
oTtauk” | (was Timothy Ccates. 


The fourteenth settlement was Ganges, by Parrison Hutchins, » 
Levi Loov-is, John H. Billings and James Wadsworth, in 1837, 
Orcanized in 1847. Sirst supervisor, 4. H. Hale. (Hutchins 
came to Ganses in 1837, built a moved in in 1833, Wads- 
worth and Billings came in 1839, ané Loomis in 1¢40 - F, H. H.) 


"The Pree din settlement wa 
eus Lane and Jonathan Finkley 
First supervisor, James 


shire, by Simon Pike, Var- 
9 ned in 1951 


"The een th settlement vas in Leicht ton, by Zuctus 4, Barnes 


en 
and William I Logan, in 1837. .Organized in 1848, First supers 
ideporek- George . Levis 


nt was Fillmore, by Smith ge al- 
so Isaac. Taivban'ss ‘ond Daniel Lemorevx. Organized in Bu9, 
First supervisor, Isaac Fairba 


"The eichtecnth settlement was Cas SCO, DY Sohn Thayer and Tim- 
othy Ke Dovell, in 104+, Orgenized in 1854. First suvervis- 
Cor, Toxothy Me Dovell. 
"The nineteenth setticment was Dorr, by Nathan Coods need and 
family, in 1845, Crganiced in 16 S47. The first Supervisor was 
i(John Parsons. 


"The tyuentieth setilement was in Laketown, by Anend Heerlen 
and James Rutters, a 1847, Organized in 1859. First super- 
| — (visor was John Rouse. 
"The twenty-first settlement was Overisel, by Rev. Bolks. and 
Gerrit Veldhuvis, in in 1848, Was organized in 1857. First sue 


‘pervisor was Clea hd Voorborst. 


"The twenty-sccond settlenent was Heath, by Simon Howe and 
John Sadler, in 1850. Was org=nized in 1851, First supervis- 

(or was James Hesth. 
"The twenty-third settlenent vas Salen 1, by Michael Strayer and 
John Teed, in 1850. “as organized in 1855. First supervisor 

(was L. Py Brown. 

"The twenty-fourth settlement was Lee, by Thomas Scott and 
Thomas Paplee. Seott cane in 18e-, but no regular settlement 
Was made until 1958. First supervisor was Thomas Ranlee. 
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The clipping from which the above is a copy is without date 
or name of paper, but no doubt is from an Allegan paper, end 
was in 2 report of the pioneer meeting. Gene Mix came from 
Connecticut to Allegan in 1852, and was élected county survey= 
or that same year. He was yell and favorably known by rep ae 
the old settlers, end his name is sufficient guarantee of a 
eareful and reliable accounting for these early doing. 
LETTER NO. 19 - TOWNSHIFS FPORVND FROU NEVARK. 

1 - Manlius, 1838 


Manlius, which was set off by itself in 1838, held its first 
town meeting at the house of R. R. Mann April 1, 1839, with 


the following persons elected as officers: Jorn Allen, super- 
visor; James A, Poage, cler'; Samuel Town, Orrin Ball, John 
Allen, assessors; R. R. Yann, John *llen, Truman D. Austin, 
commissioners of highways; Orrin Ball, constable end collect 
or; Sarmmel ‘own, Paul Shepard, Isaac Vredenberg, school in-= 
spectors; Paul Shepard, Treasurer; PR, Re Mann, Samel Town, 
James A. Ponge, J. YW. Palmer, justices of the peace; R. R. 
Hann, IssnelVFedenbers, directors of the poor; John Allen, 
James ne Cormick, overseers of highways; Truman D, Austin, 
poundmaster. Only ton votes were cast in the town at the time. 


2 - Ganges, 1847 


In 1847 a vetition was sent to tre Legislature to have Towns 
1 ard 2 vorth, Range 16 ‘lest, set off from Newark and siven a 
seperate township crgsnization under the name of Monterey. 
Just as they were ebvout to vote on it, tne discovery was made 
thet there was alreacy a tounshin in the county of that name. 
They turned to hr. Timothy Coates who was our representative 
and asked "What srall we name it?" "Oh," said he, "Cail it 
Ganges." And that is how Ganges got it's nseme. - B. Hear 


Genges, token from Newark in 1847, embracing also the present 
Casco, held its first town mecting at the house of Orlando 
Veed Avril a. 1847, with the following results, 27 votes be=- 
ing cast in all: A. H, Hale, sunervisor; 5. H, Weaver, Clerks 
Levi Loomis, Treasurer; ™. D. Plummer, Ge. Fs Hughes, justices 
of theneace; Daniel Platt, A. E, Hale, school inggectors; J. 
W. Wadsworth, Uathan Stayton, directors of the poor; J. we 
Wadsworth, L. B. Goodeve, assessors; Mathan Slayton, Roswell 
Dailey, J. 3. Goodeve commissioners of highways; John LUutZ, 
Henry Baragar, S.° He Weaver, O. C. Thayer, eonstaples; Henry 
Baragar, David Undyke, MN, D. Pluwmer, 0. Ce Hamlin, Timothy 
Ne Dowell, pathmaster. 
bi 3 -. Fillmore, 1849 

Fillmore vas a vart of Yanlius until 1849, and no Goubt from 
1841, when its area was attached to Manlius, until 1849, sone 
of its residents cerved as officers in Manlius end voted at 
4ts town meetines. Tre first town meeting was helc in FUll- 
more 23 a separate town in Avril, 1849, at which tire Isaac 
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Fairbanks 


was chosen supervisor; 
+ Sch nN 
con ecnorn 

c 

VV 


nh treasurers Issac “al 
George |. n, George Varrington, 
The earliest record now in the hard 
ed 1852, at which time there were 6 


cr lS oO 


» = Casco, 1854 


Casco, taken from Ganges in 185%, completed its civil orceni- 
zation at the firs’ tow meeting, held in Avril, 1655, when 
Timothy 1.c Powell was elected supervisor. The records of the 
meeting 2nd esrly township affairs were destroyed by fire in 
‘ (1869. 


Laketown, set off from all thet remained of the original Vew- 
ark in October, 1858, held its first towm meeting Apri: Ly 
1859, when the following officers were clected, The whole 

eo 


r 3 

nember of votes cast vas 4&8, . John Boys was elected supervis- 
or; Gerrit Rutgers, cleri:; Arend 

Neerxen, Jonn Bouws, school inspe 
Klomparens, directors of the poors Raynaor? Poorenkemn, Cer= 
rit Rutgers and John Lucas,-.commi{ssioners of highvayss; Arend 
Je Neerken, Hendrik J. Prinimey John Putgers and Harm ‘jom- 
parens, justices; Geert Veneveld} Eerent J, Brinkman, Derk 
Ten Cate and Fanarit Zakker, constables; Gerrit Iubbers, Ga- 
briel Rosbock and Harm Bouws, ove7seers. (Signed) {rend J. 
Meerkin, Geert Rutgers, John Incas, insvectors of election. 


There were cast at this seme meeting 45 votes against a tax 
for building a county jail, and 1 for the tax. It was voted 
to reise °75 for ivcidental expenses of tre town, %10 for 
town books, ané °75 for roads, Voted the following by-laws: 
All horses shall be restrained from running at large. AML 
persons violating the said law to nay the sum of “3. Voted 
to nestrain swine under 25 nounds fron going at large. Per- 
sons violating said law to vey 25 cents fine. 


6 - Clyde, 1859. 


Clyde, detached from Pine, Plains in 1859, held its first town 
election April 2, 1860, there being thirteen voters present, 
who cast tneir ballots for Ralph Parrish, supervisor; George 
G, Smalley, clerk; E. H. Heath, treasurer; C. 1, Billives, 
i ree. (justice of the peace. 
7 - Lee, 1859 


Lee, at first a portion of Newark, from 1841 to 1850 a pert 

of Manlius, anc then until 1859 a vart of rine Plains, contri- 
+eq its townshin activities in various directions. At its 

first township meeting after organization, held Avril hk, 1859, 

the officers elected were: Thomas Ranlee, suvervisors =. FE. 

Feath > T, B, Rice, treasurer; H. B. Rice, “enry David= 


clerk 
son Tomas taplee ‘John Orr (subsequently declared an alien) 
>] s $ i ? 
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justices of the peace; Michael Hoy, David W. Matthews, high- 

way commissioners; Henry Davidson, school inspector; David We. 
Vatthews, Michael Yoy, ‘winchester Jenkins, constables; H. Be 

Rice, Winchester Jenkins, Michael Hoy, overseers of highways. 
The earliest record with the Lee town clerk now is 1864, 


8 —- Sauzatuck, 1861 


Saugatuck, really the nucleus of the original Newark, which 
name it retained until 1861, had a continuous civil history 
from 1°36, but the early records were destroyed. 
sees = - eee 
Forses, cattle, sheep and hogs were allowed to run at large | 
until about 1880, Everybody fenced to keep random stock out 
of crops, instead of k>ening his own in, as has been the case 
since then. When fields began to enlarge, and woods pasture 
grew less, the towns yoted all stock out of the roads. Dur- 
ing those days a Inwful fence vas, of necessity, horse high, 
pig tight, and bull strong. Myre fencing vas unimown, The 
earliest fences were Made of iogs, followed closely by the 
pail fence. Then, while luaber rerained at low cost and 
posts were to be had for the cutting, board fences were in ore 


der. Later, wire crowded them all cut ef use. 


Horses and cattle lesrned to jump by getting around in the 
woods, where many times they had to jump over loss and ereeks, 
so soon an ordinary fence was but little hinérence. OZS, 


likewise, learned to root their way under logs and brush, and 


goon found a very easy way to get into eronps in general, and it 


became very difficult to protect crovs. TE caused no little 
controversy end some hardness when people had to keep their 
animals at home, ort that soon wore away, ané no one would 
have voted to go ‘ack to the old way. 


LETTER NO, 20. 


The earliest pioneers lived on "barter and trade" f 
and until thefe was call for lurber, wood, bark, sh 
bolts and other uses for timber their o-ly var to get money 
with which to vay taxes Was on road jobs, and they could turn 
the road orders in to the county in face of cash. This co-di- 
tion did not last long, as the milling busifess soon grew in. 
Good clezr pine loss were worth ch to SY and whitewood “6 to 
$3 per thousand feet, delivered at the river, of mill. Other 
timber values were on a parallel with logs as to selling vale 
ue. It was not until after tre eivil var that a good auality 
of pine lumber would cost more than £10, and common lumber 
cost Less in proportion to its quality. 


The principal ocevpation from a financial point of view for 
perhaps twenty years after the timber mariiet came in was in 
the woods outout. Great quantities of choice heech, maple, 
hemlock and the other varieties of timber were slashed and 
burned on the ground where it fell, to get it out of the way 
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for crops. It was 2 terrible waste, as we see it now, but 
not so then. -.Choice white-wood and walnut was solit into © 
fence rails. Other timber would make rails, but it was hard- 
er to split and heavier to handle. 
“¥ 2 

Back in the forties and early fifties lr. H. E. Plackman, who 
lived about three miles out of Allegan on the Otsego Road, 
fenced his farm with walnut. Fifty years later a furniture 
compeny came from Grand Rapids and took the rails away and re- 
fenced tre farm with sood cedar vosts and woven wire on an 
even trade, All Mr, Blackman had to do was say "Yes, go 

We fe 2k 2 ok ake ke fe eke (shead." 
Men's wages were 75 cents 2 day and girls' “1 a week. The 
day bezan as soon as we could see and ended at dark. In the 
fall we all husked corn in the barn until 10 at nicht... “when 
we were little boys we were allowed to so to the house at 9. 
At perhaps 12 to 14 we were cresumed to tate our hard with 
; . (the men. 
The sawmills ran from 6 to 6, with one hour off for dinner. 


As an example of what the noor hoys just starting in the 
woods endured, I will note my father's beginning. Inthe fall 
of 1838 he built the body of his house, which was about 16 x 
20 feet, sawed siding ints shingles for the roof, put on the 
gable ends with rough green lumber and the floors of the same. 
The first floor was laid on mud sills, and the attic floor 
Placed on voles laid across the top of the log body. Not a 
window nor door, and the cracks between the logs were all 
open. ‘the fire was buitt on the ground, where the floor 
boerds were left ovt for the purpose, and the smoke vassed 
off throush a hole in the roof left for it. 


He brought his sister and her three children there and did 

the best he could until he could finish the house. He made a 
rough. door, with wooden latch and hinges, chinked the cracks, 
and used paper in the window holes until he could get wincows, 
and made a large fireplace with mu@ and stick chimney. ‘his 
is only one instance. They all had like conditions in one 


way or ancther. Few of them had money, and it was a case of 


("Get there, Johnny." 
There were five in his own family, and by the time the house 
was finished he took in John Billings, with his wife and five 
children, nis father, David Hutchins, David Hall and Cyrus 
Cole, making a household of fourteen for the winter. Mr. M 
Cormick had his wife and family and James “adsvorth and his 
Wife and family,and ore or two others. If I remember correct- 
ly Walter Billings wes there also, so he had twelve or thir- 
teen in the house for the winter. Helv one another was the 
an ee ee (way of the pioneer. 
Vhere there is deen forest there is also wild life... “eThaps 
a fey tales of incidents in that line would be t mely here. 
More about the people cuoted, later. In letters Yo. 1 and 2 
we zave a history of the pigeons of early cays by Hall, Good- 
rich and Billinss, and in No. 4+ some experiences of Iir. A. W. 
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Dressel with wild animals, which we omit here. 


My cousin, %. YW. Futchins, on Sept. 3, 1910, told as follows: 


my father (Alvin Iutehins) eame ovt here from Rochester about 


1841, syed tvo years, and went back to New York. In 1845 he 
moved out with his family. They came by reil to the end of 
the Me. Ce R. Ro, and the rest of the way by wagon. He worked 
at Swan Creek while here at Sirst, with his father, David Eute 
chins, woo was running the Swan Creek sawmill, The wolves 
were so thick it was not safe to go from the house to the 
parn after Gerk, for when they opened the door at night the 
wolves would scatter away, only to return to lick.up seraps 
from the kitchen waste as soon as the door was closed, At 
one time they heard wolves laoning and snarling at the hog 
trough, and JOhn Billings finally became so enraged at their 
noise that he aimed his cun at the noise ana fired. He suc- 
ceecec in wounding a wolf, and the dogs worried it about un- 
til éaylight, when the men shot it. 


“Bhey had a dog that was bold enough to fight the wolves, and 
-syhen he. board them outside he would teer around so they would 
have to let his out, and he would chase them off into the 
“wecds, but presently he would return with a heavy thud 
‘against the door, ctosely followed by 2 pack of wolves snarl 


ing at his heels, enc the folks would let him in." 


Wild animals were so plentiful during those times that the 
men finally organized hunting parties to kill off those kinds 
that were destructive to flocks and crops. ‘/hen all were as- 
sembled they would elect two leaders. They separated and 
chose from those oresent, first one and then the other, from 
the assemblage , until the hunters were 211 chosen. This 
done, they all started fer the woods on the hunt. The side 
that vot the least counts hed to pay for the supner for the 


whole party. In this interview Wat said the rating or comnts 


placed on each kind of animel was in proportion to its de- 
structiveness, as the chipmunk counted 1, squirrel 2, ovl 95, 
hedgehog 10, and so on = he Aidn'+ remember them all. In the 
sixties there had been a hunt, and the losing side put up the 
Supper at the home of John P, “ade, and on the way home at 
night he and Will Me Cormick, with others, saw & fire to the 
east, and when they reached the vlace they found the Fenn 
Sawmill in flames. This was the first mill, but he Cid not 

A | (remember the year. 
My cousin, Jack Eall, told of en incident: "Unele Alvin 
(Eutchins) had some pigs in a log stable at Swan Creek in the 
early forties, and one night a wolf, in trying to get the 
pigs, jumved onto the roof and fell through. He was so fright- 
ened at finding himself imprisoned that he forgot the oigs en- 
tirely and did his best to et out again. Eut the pigs did 
not forget him, and the resulting noise caused the folks to 
investigate, with the result that they shot the wolf between 
the logs of the stable." - 
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Mr, Benjamin Crawford, who came to Manlius Sownship in 1852, 
told me that not long after he moved to his farm here he went 
after the cows one night, finding them ever east by the creel, 
There were his own covs an¢ those of neighbors, and he start- 
ed them homeward, but presently they elevated their heads and 
tails and began to look around and run. 


Fe looked in the direction that seemed to disturb them, an 

saw that over the bani > creek bottom there was sonet 

running ovt on the tree lirbs and jumping from tree to ioe 

and making in his Cirection. Another look and he saw it 

a panther, and he immediately got tre same notion the cor 
‘seemed to have - thet it was hieh time he was getting hon 
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At another time, when Mr. Crayford had just got into his 
house, but had no dcor as yet, closing the doorway with a 
blanket, he heard sore one calling, over east. Thinking some 
one was lost, and it was after dark, he held thre curtain 
aside so the’ light from the firepls ee would shine out until 
they could come in. Fe called, and they answered several 
times, but finally they stor ned answering. He held the cvr 
tain, thinking they saw end ‘would aprear socn 5 ‘SO Hea wher 
called further. Presently a very lerge animal imped across 
the doorway within four feet from him, immediately followed 
by. another of like proportions. Fe cbsed the curtain hur- 
riedly and Tet the penaaees go hens, It was two panthers. 


My uncle, Henry “udson <, came to Allezen from Eudson, Ohio, 
in about "18h7, anc was staying with his cousin, James Plack- 
man, on his farm southesst from Allegan, One nirnt he hesrd 
some one calling, and thinking it was sore one lost, he 
swered. The call and ansver vere reneated = few times, 
some one care hurriedly to hir and asked what he was doi 
Fe replied that there was a person lost in the swamp on 
river bottom, and he was helping him in. His friend sai 
"¥ou are calling a panther to you, end you had better ge 
to the house as Fast as you can. "And he did. 

pi: EE KR 
In the early 'hO0's my father had been helpings Mr. Levi Loomis, 
and vas after ders in getting home. There were no roacs “hen, 
and he was fellowins e Ree through the woods. It was a 
dar wight anyvay, and he was in the tall timber land, which 
made i+ so dark that all the way he could keep the path wes 
by feeling it with a stick he carried, ‘hen he arrived oor 
abreast of the large elm that stands in front of Mr. Rarron's 
house he heard some animal jump out of the path a fou feet in 
fro-t of him. ‘hintins it might be a deer, he thought to 
frishten it further away, so ess rapped on a tree and sereemed. 
He was immediately answere 4th a much more fierce serean 
than he was capable of ¢ 2, and not more than fifteen feet 
to the side and slichtly in front. He did not enjoy such de- 
fiance, ‘and his first impulse vas to turn back and mate his 
wey to Mr. Loomis' again if he oe but uvon reflection he 
thoucht it as safe to cso ahead s back, so he cid thet. Fe 
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heard nothing from the animal, so, fearing it might be follow- 
ing him, he rapned on another tree when he reached the svamp, 
ana it answered ivmediately, but seemingly in the seme spot. 
He was glad to hesr it this time. It screamed once or twice 
more before he reached home, but did not follow. A council 
was held next day, and it was decided the animal was a lynx.. 


Hedgehogs and coons were fond of green corn, and would go ine 
to the fields in the night for it. Their method was to climb 
the stalk, their weight breaking the.stalk over so they could 
get the ear. The treined dog would not attack a hedgehog for 
feer of the quills, but an inexnerienced dog would grab a 
mouthful of quills from the first one he attacked. The hunt- 
ers all carried rifles with bell ard cap at that tine, and < 
east their balls in what were called "bullet molds," anc these 
latter made good pliers with which to sull the ouills *ronm 
the dog's mouth. The quills are nrovideé with barbs all over 
the point, and will work in deeper ally the, time., [th 1s, very 
difficult to jerk them ont, but the hunters held the unfortu- 
nate pup and got all they coulda find. After two or three ex- 
periences of this kind a dog became more particular about his 
ae TS (adventures. 
Gometimes the coon would get to the woods and elimb a tree, 
‘and one would go un after him and knock him out, while those 
on the ground would, with the aid of the dos, get him. This 
was called "going cooning."” If the coon went up a tree they 
could not climb, they cut the tree down, One time the hunt- 
ers had treed a coon enc Jim Henderson went up. When he 
neared the ton of the tree he could see yatter, and just as 
he was ready to hit the coon he discovered he was facing 2 
wildcat, and that the wildcat was just ready % 
He cot ir the first blow, however, anc happened to st 
animal on the nose, which felled him to the gr 
the alarm, and the others did all they could, 
serves me correctly the cat got away. 


All these thires hanpened before I was old enouch to tae a 
hand in it, but with a boy's eagerness I drank them all in af- 
ter I wes old enough to comprehend what the older ones vere 
talking about - and that doesn't have to be very old. 


LETTER NO. 21. 


“hen he lived in his log house where he first settled, my fa- 
ther was a good deal troubled for lack of water. He tried 
digging a well, and when down 25 or 20 feet it caved in. It 
so happened that he had just come out, otherwise I would not 
be here to tell the story. He abandoned it, an? as soon as 
he could he tuilt another house about 80 rods back from the 
roagq and near the lake, where there was a sood spring, anc i 
was to this house that he brought his bride in 1947, anc her 
it was that the family of eight were ali born. This house 
was made rezular barn frame, and sided with planks, matched 

(the same as flooring. 
But I was telling in my last letter about wild animsls, and 
thet is what I em coming to now. 
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When 2a very small boy our mother remarted one cay that wolves 
were chasins a deer. “We could not see them, and I wondered 
how she knew, but she kent a close watch over tovarcs the 
west shore of the lake. Presently we saw a deer come out of 
the woods onto the ice, and it was headed towards our landing. 
She ran in the house, got the long dinner horn, and began 
tooting it. ‘The deer kent coming, and she was afraid it 
woulé bring the wolves near our barnyard anc among the sheep, 
but finally it seemed to notice the sound and turned toward 
the point across on the east shore. ‘Je watched, and just be- 
fore it reached the lance two wolves came out on the ice where 
the deer had first apneared.. They saw the deer and left the 
track (there vas no track, for it was smooth ice and the deer 
slinpved badly), and made directly for the spot where the deer 
left the ice. Vother was er eatly relieved when it was i 
anc they were all gones remember well sessing deer swim 
across the lake when cha by wolves or dogs. And men some- 
times went out in boats shot them for venison. Once they 
came too close, and the deer lunged onto the edge of the oat 
and spilled th ner all into the lake. 

26 HK EE EK 2k OK OE 

In a letter from Mrs. Flora (Loomis) Coodrich, uncer cate of 
Hareh 1, 1°25, she says: "Father (Levi Toomis) had built his 
first iittle shanty, into which they first moved, and after 
his brother Lyman brought his wife he, too, built a shanty. 

I remember , by the way, of damty telling me that, before it 
was finished, one night she was so frightened chy the wolves 
so near tha* she went on the roof and screamed there until 
Uncle came home. He was at work with my father and your fa- 
ther or not I Go not rerenber,." 


In a talk with Mrs. Ann 
Septwn 20 y7 2910,) isheica 
while suttirg uv the P 

a 


s (Scuires) Kibby (Mes, W111 Kibby), © 
: "My father located the farm here 
r Cove send Was in 1852 or'53, and 
about 1854 moved his mily: here. ather had to go to Alle- 
gan for srist milling, and Mother was afraid to stay alone 

as the wolves were howling around the house, so she took rails 
into the house to prop the door shut." 


D 


Well, perhsvs this will do for wolf stories, but during ny 
early recollection the genersl talk was of men making ita 
business to hunt and trap wolves. There was a man from Alle- 
gan - a Mr. Streeter, if I recollect rightly - who made a 
fine tusiness of it. I think the bounty on wolves was 525, . 
and the pelt was of vaine, but as the timber was cleared off 
they were driven into narrower regions, and by 1870 or there- 
abouts they were cone. ~ 


When small children we used to sit on the south “stoon" and 
count them by their howls. They nad a ‘difference in tone of 
voice for pine thing, anc then, TOO, they: were sities in 
different cirections in the woods, 

aE ok ie 
There was cecaSionally a bear seen, and sometimes killed. 
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The last I remember of was: perhaps in the '80's. i’. ’. Lewis 
and his two sons, Will and Charley, with EF. 3B. Moore, round a 
mother bear and her two cubs in the svamp south of Eutchins 
Lake. Anyway it was before that tract of muck land where 
Frank Crane, Gordon Spencer and the Todd ranches are, was 
cleared. They killed the three bears. 


as not nearly so ruch dreaded as wolves, anc did 


The besr wes 

not molest domestic animals so much, though they were fond of 
youre pigs. But I have no recollection of any humans being 
injured by any of them, trough many a fright was had. 


Deer were quite plentiful as lone as the timber lasted, and I 
have found them with the cattle in the woods when in sesrch 
for the cows, But no sooner cid they discover that I was 
near then they made off anc away. : 


In the earlier pioneer days, and perhaps until 1870, hunters 
useé dogs to chase the deer, and he would plece hirself on 
the runway so when the d-er came along he could svoot it. A- 
yneculiar trait of wild animals is that when chasec they run 
in a circle, It may be twenty miles across, but follow him 
long enouzh and he will lead hack to the starting point. 
They had what was called runways, and hunters knew where they 
were, so took advantage of it, and while the dos found and 
ran the ceer he watched on the runvay. Of course, that was 
not alweys done, tu* freauently. Firally some of the more 
thoughtful of the hunters saw that the tendency was to drive 
the deer ovt of the country, besides it was not the act of a 
true sportsmen to take such advantage of the beast, anc decid- 
ed to call a halt on the’ dos. ‘There were no laws regarding 
any of these things, so the neople hac to settle it among 
themselves, It was made known that dogs would be shot if 
founé chasi deer, and the threat was out in vractice. Men 
would let the de so by and shoot the doz when he cane up, 
ch hardness, but no one knew who did it, and 
nothing could be done, Finally laws vere passed to control 
such matters, and no one presumed to use dogs. 


~~ 


Deer would jump the highest fences and pasture on the crowing 
crops near the woods. ‘They were especially fond of young 
wheat, and I have seen quite a strip along the edge o the 
woods where they had eaten it down. It was a graceful sicht 
to see a flock of five or six running through a logging fal- 
low after it was burned over and before it was logged and the 
heaps burned. They bounded so lightly over logs end through 
openings. I only saw a few oceasions of the kind, but I did 


Other wild life dwindled with the fores*s, so {eae 4£ £98°poen 

2 food many years since we heve hed other than a few red 

souirréls , skunk, rabbit, woodchuck, end an occasional wease 
% oh oe eK | 

Indians were suite plentiful from the first coming of the 

white man until my earlier recollection. It was their habit 
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to go north in the spring and come back here in the fall for 
the winter hurting anc trapping. For years they camped in 
our sugar bush every spring... My father was 2 sreat friend to 
the Indiens. they never asxed of mrivilesces of him, and he 
never granted them any. They- imply came end did as ther 
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They made maple sugary, and brought it around to the white 
folts to "swap" for flour, or perhaps potatoes or cloth. But 
if taken, it was later melted and thoroughly zenoge bee as it 
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always had the rush of cutting the summer wood and clesning 
parn yards on at that time of the year, so as to have all 
clear for farm work as soon as frost was out and the ground 
(settled. 
But the Indian dwindled in number along with the other woods 
life, and now we see no more of the migratory sort. the few 
now in these parts are settled in communities and depend uvon 
manual labor for a livelihood. 4nd they are not bad citizens 
r : it i (either. 
LETTER NO. 22, 


Those stalwart young men who first broke the trail into the 
wilds of Michigan goon b-came true sons of the forest - lov- 
ers of its moods and ways and sounds, anc an authority on its 
trees and phants, and of the kinds and habits of the wild 
life it sheltered. They became each an adept in woodcraft 
and, since "necessity is the mother of invention," they ce- 
yised ways and means to surmount all orstacles found in their 
way. Of necessity they all built log houses, as the only 
available construction material was the green standing timber, 
and many of them moved in as soon as the building could %e 
put up in the rough, since they were out of reach of other 
habitations, and then the shanty could be chinked, doors and 
windows put in and fireplaces Puilt. Those of us who have 
lived in the voods know full well that such a habitation is 
far rore confortazle Lloceted in dense woods then out in the 
open where the winc can search us out, I have been in woods 
houses when the wind would be blowing over the tree tons so 
that it was dangerous to be out in the timber, but we felt 
none of it on the ground. 


They all had to contend with predatory wild animals, rour 
and rooty roads winding and twisting their way through tre ~~ 
forest and around hilly and swampy places. ‘They were all 
hunters anc trappers anc fishermen to a ereater or less degree 
aceording to their likins, for the surroundings were alitce 
the country over. Besides, meny hed to devend on fish and 
game for much of their sustenance until land was cleared so 

' (crops could be grown. 
Some were so fortunate as to own a yoke of oxen, but those 
not so provided could get team work done by changing vor 
with a more favored neighbor, giving two days of his time for 
one of the an and team. Slow work, to be sure, but the only 
way until he could buy or raise them for himself. 

eae OR OE 

The eight sauares, known as towns, that lay stretched across 
the west end of Allesan County were all embraced in the one 
tounship of Newark, but as a matter of convenience we will 
hereafter cesienate them by their present names in introduc- 
ing the first settlers. 


John Alien seems to have been the first to start operations 
betyeon Allegan and the mouth of the river, for in 1836 he 
came to where New Richmond now is, in Manlius Township, and 
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started a town, employing several helpers, among whom was 

(Ralph R. Mann, 
The town proposition at Richmond proved ea failure, and later 
they settled near there, We do not know where Hr. Allen liv- 
-ed, but “after the feilure," Mr. Mann went about a mile south 
and built a water pover sawmill on the creek. This was the 
first practical milling enterprise in the township (really 
the first between Allecean and Yinganore), and became the nu- 
cleus of 2 settlement that received the name of Manlius. A 
store was opened *y Johnson Parsons and a tavern by John Roe, 
The place had some importance as long as the mill remained 
and be*ore the railroad came, but was abandoned in 1874, 


At the first township election, held in April, 1639, both Al- 
len and Mann were elected to townshio offices, so we may rec- 
ognize them as settlers at that time. I am holding to the 

position that until a man gets a home and moves his family in- 
to it he is merely a trensient. 


we have no further record of either Allen or Fann, though as 
a boy I knew them both. By this time, however, Fr. Allen had 
gone to Allegan and had engaged in the sale of agricultural 
implements, anc some time in the early sixties sold my father 
the first rowing machine brought into this section. 


Whether any of the other helpers on the Richmord venture ree 
Mained to beco e residents I never knew, nor do I know who 
they were. However, from my viewpoint, James Me Cormick, who 
in 1837 built his cabin and moved his family thereto as a per= 
manent home, became the first settler in the township of Man- 
lius, or betw-en Allegan and “the flats," as the section 
arouns the mouth of the Kalamazoo was called. 


Allen and ifann were engaged in venture, and it failed, anc 

not until then did they settle in a definite home, as I under- 

stand it. In the meantime He Cormick, though a year later in, 
aT OC. at Sls seen 5 (had settled. 

Be that as it may, the odds is the cifference, and a like con- 

dition prevailed in Ganges, FEutchins moved into his house in 

December, 1535; Wadsworth in February, two ronths later, and 

Billings in the seme month. The three were settled within 

two months, so the honor of being the first settler or the 

second is gained by a very small margin. 


Copied from a letter written by John H, Billings, and dated 
March 2, 1639, to his brother-in-law, James R, Brown, New 
June, Niagara County, New York: "I bought 68 acres of S,. 

Cole for 280 dollars, “I have *uilt a house on it, and moved 
in two weeks ago.” He then tells about his myments, and goes 
on to say: "Hutchins moved onto his lot by Me Cormick. ‘WJads- 
worth has moved onto his lot on the east side of Cole's. 


Wheat is 9 shillings, corn 6, potatoes 4, and oats 4 shill- 
ings a »ushel at Allegan. . .. . They have built a flouring 
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mill at Allegan, -né it is about ready to Tune‘. « « « It is 
es hard times for money as it was when you MEST hPRS tags *“ e 
The twins grow vell, but they cannot stand alon™ yet. Filey 
call them John Darius and Jonathen Hosias." — hf 


; ’ é Oe a 
The above extracts were talten from a long letter than was 2 


shown me by "John Darius" Oct. fey LOR 


Though I was well acsuainted with Mr. Cole in his later years, 
I know nothing of his origin nor his migrations. 1! alse know 
his daughters, rs. Sarah Jone Adams and rs. Nettie Thorn, 
as well as his son Henry, who enlisted in the army in the Civ- 
il War, and while at hore on a furlough was drowned while at- 
tempting to cross over on the dam at Allegen with sore come 


rades. Irs. Cole died, I should say, in the '60's, and he 
lived until in the '80's, as I remember, Mrs. thorn is the 


only one of the family now living (1°25). 

We cea OK ee ok 
John Henry Fillings, vas born in Monroe County, New York, 
Dec. 22, 1811, and was a son of James and Mary (Townsend) Bill- 
ings. On Dec. 30, 1830, he married Mary Daragar, daughter of 
Peter and Helen (Van Natten) Barager. In 1837 they come to 
Allegan, Mich., where they re:ained until February, 1839, and 
then settled on their farm on Section 3, Ganges, as previous= 
(ly stated, 
amily, consisting of his wife 
and children-- James, Pete nry, Mary E., Hannah ., John . 
Darius anéd J,nathan Fosias - anging in age from 10 to 1 year 
old, and Mrs, Me Laughlin and her two chil’ren, aged 4 and 6 
years, started in an open sail boat from the Flats for, Rich- 
mond for 2 visit «with the Mann, Bowker and Meeker families, 


On July 23, 1841, he and his 
r 


who lived in Manlius.. When nearing Richmond the boat struck 


a snag and capsized, and Urs. Billings, James, Mary and Uar- 
nah, with Mrs, Mc Laughlin and one of her children, were .= 
drowned, This left him with three small chilcren, who were 
eared for by an Indian woman until June 235 1842, when he mar- 
ried rs. Mirenda (Clerk) Leonard, who died on March 10, 1885, 
Mr. Billincs died Dec. 12, 1874. In 1842 he moved from Sec- 
tion 3, Gances, to Section 31, Manlius, te the farm now owned 
by E. D. Yadsworth, one mile west of Fennville, havicg sol¢ 
his Genges property to Peter Baragar. This was his home un- 
til 1859, when they went over to Saugatuck and lived the re- 

| | , (mainder of their days. 
Mr, Billings was active in many of the early transactions in 
his community. He drove the stage line from Saugatuck to Al- 
legan for many years, carrying rail and passengers, and took 
an interest in local politics. Three of his sons — Peter 
Henry, John Darius and Charles C. - were veterans of the Civ- 
41 War. Jonathen Hosias was drowned in Iutchins Lake when 
about 12 years old. He was sent around the late from their 
home in Manlius Townshio to Mr. Plat:'s who lived where Al 
Hoover now lives, and on returning he chsnced the ice for a 
short cut, and broke through. 
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Mr, Wadsworth was a native of Connecticut, and his wife of 
Massachusetts. They went to Fulton County, New York, and ~ 
from there came to Michigan in 1836. He bought his land here 
and settled eas stated. ; 
Ee a 
Levi Loomis was the next to come into the woods in this sec- 
tion. He was born in Madison County, New York, in 1810, and 
came to Allegan County and built the first sawmill at Pine 
Creek, then came to Singapore in 1835. (See letter No, 8 for 
his experience with the bank there.) He vas a son of JOsiah 
and Rebecea S. Locmis. The father was born in Planford, Conn. 
After their marriage the parents moved to New York, where 
they bought a farm in Halton County. Levi's sister Emily be- 
eame the wife of illiam G. Butler. The senior I'r. Loomis 
fought in the War of 1812 and voted the “hig ticket. His fa- 
ther, Alexander Looris, was a soldier in the War of the Ameri- 
ean Revolution. Levi married Miss Sallie A. Skinner, mattis 
1306. 
They moved onto their land in Sec. 11, Ganges, on Jan, 9, 1840 
(earlier we stated he ceme in the spring, which was an error), 
and this was their home through the remainder of their cays. 
They had seven chilaren. She died in 1889, and he dicd in 
; i . (1892, 
He helved to organize the township of Ganges and all tre 
school districts in the town, hired and paid the first teach- 
er, also sided in building the first school house (District 
No. 1) in Ganges, He, with the aid of his wife, mede out the 
first tax roll for what ere now the townships of Lee, Casco, 
Ganges, >anliuvs, Sausatuck and Laketown. A carpenter by 
trade, he rade the coffins for deaths in the community free 
of charge, and was always reacy to lend a helping hand in 
ease of siclmess or trovble. As has been stated, his son Mar- 
jon was torn on March 10, 1840, and was the first white child 
PERLE TE RE (born in Ganges. 
Arba NH, Crawford was born in Madison County, New York, in 
1807, and was a son of Joel and Jemima Crawford, the father 
being born in Massachusetts in 1767. In 1835 A. MN. migrated 
to Calhoun County, Michigan, and in 1836 married Miss Eunice 
Mack, In 1853 they came to Allegan County with an ox team 


and settled on Section 30, Ganges Towmship. Levi loomis was 


their nearest neighbor, and his rove was eight miles away. 


_St. Joseph and Kalamazoo were theironearest markets to the 


south, Allegan to the east and Singasore to the north. Fol- 

land was not settled till 1847... They, lie the rest, had 

their exveriences with woods life and predatory wild animals. 
o pom edek 

In a talk with ¥. @, Gollins on Nov. 3, 1912, he said: “Vy 

grandfather Collins was a drum major in the nclish army in 

the War of the Revolution, and was an tnglishman by >irth. 

He was taicen prisoner by the colonists, heard their side of 

the controversy, and was used so well »y the /mericen solters 

that he became converted to their cause and joined the 4meri- 

ean Army, where he served during the remainder of the war,” 

( I have the same tradition from other sourees - 3.) “I 
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: “My ‘ =) 
don't know his given name, nor where he settled. My father, 
Josevh Collins, came here from Genesee County, New York, 7 
about six riles from Roanoke, in about 1847. My brother: 
Sprague ard fonn Coodeve cane two:or three yeors earlier, Fa- 
ther was 2 Baptist, and always. a farmer." (irs. John B, Good- 
eve was Sareh Collirs, sister to Sprague and Harley Cactins, } 


ee 
Sorague Collins and John Goodeve were also among our tall tin- 
ber settlers, having settled on Sec. 4, Ganges, in about 1844, 
Mr. Collinsthome ‘4s half a milé south of the town line on 
the the northwest quarter of the section, and lr. Goodeve oc- 
cupied the northwest corner, but his house was to the east, 
just on ton of the hill. Charles GSoodeve came later and set 
tled in Saugatuck, on the opposite side of the road from his 
(brother John, 
The following is taken from a letter written many yeers aso 
by ny mother: "George Veeder, John Billings, Walter Eillings, 
dames ke Cormick and Harrison Hutchins were all whose dvell- 
ings were in view upon the road and between the old Bailey 
Mill place snd the swamp where stards what we now know as 
Peach Belt. Charles Billings, Ilévi Loomis and Nathan Slayton 
were neighbors whose humble residences on their places were 
out of sight from tre town line road. Beyond the place nov 
. called Peach Belt lived Jaxes Vadsworth, Cyrus Coles and lr. 
\Baragar, father of the Baragars ve so well mow in this sec= 
tion. Farther on lived John Goodeve, near the lake shore. 
Beyord him a on the lake shore were James Haile and Banner 
Seymour. These were all residents , as the writer remembers, 
on the direct road from the Bailey Hill p'ace in Saugatuck 
village, across the Kalamazoo. This scarcity of settlers is 
a fair specimen of the best portion of the lake shore country 
4 (in 1849." 
The Pailey ii11 stood about four miles southeast of where 
Fennville now is, and Peach Belt was at the corners where the 
school house of district Mo. 1 now stands. The only roads to 
Saugatuck were by the lake shore and ferry or hy New Richmond, 


—~ LETTER NO. 23. 


The first physician to practice medicine in Western Allegan 
County wes Dr. C. B, Goodrich. The Goodrich family trace 
baek to the feudal times in England. They settled, one bronch 
in Vermort and one in Connecticut. This arm of the family is 
from the Vermont settlement. 


Dr, C,. B. Goodrich was a son of Chauncey and Hannah Brayton 
Goodrich, and was born in Fowler, St. Lawrence County, New 

York. His father was born in Connecticut in 1706, and was 

there raised on a farn. 


He first came to Newark, Allegan County, Mich. in 1843, and 
lived in the home of James C. Haile on the lake shore in Sau- 
gatuck Township. They lived there about two years, and then 
went to Saugatuck. Later they were in the hore of rarrison 
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Hutchins, and on the south shore of Futchins Lake for a short 
time, then in Manlius, and back to Saugatuck, and in 1855 set- 
tled on their land on Section 8 in Genges, where they remain- 
a ; (ed to the end. 
He traveled on foot and on horseback, and where roads would 
permit he drove with a buckboard - but he went. I well romer- 
ber his coming to our house on horseback, with his saddle 
bags attached to the saddle, and to these he went for his med- 
icine. He was a very kindly ard sympathetic man, and was re- 
spected and loved by all. His natients were scattered all 
over the eight towns of Newark, and his travels were very ex-~ 
acting. ‘hen completely exhausted he would shoulder his gun, 
along with a blanket, and tell his wife if any one called to 
tell them he had gone hunting. Fis hunt was for a friendly 
tree under which he could lie and rest until he felt strorg 
enough to start off on his vrofessional work again. 


It was a sad day for the peonle of the Lake Shore when they 
had to lay the dear old doctor away in. his last resting place. 
His work has been very ably carried on for the past fifty 
years by our own Dr. & E. Brunson. 
Seo AE eR ok ok om 

The first bridge built in Newark was at New Richmond, neo 
doubt in the. '30's, The first in Ganges was at Pier Cove, 
over the Mill Creek. This was a small affair and hardly 
waza : (worth mention. 
‘4chisan Lake Shore Railroad was built during 
began on schedule early in 1571. Later 

en and Vest Michigan, and finally the 

< . (Pere Marquette. 
There were ro large industries established for rer*.ans twenty 
years, thougn small mills were brought in end overated at dif- 
ferent places almost from the first. These will he mentioned 
later, From perhaps 1860 on, and until the pine was =xhaust- 
ed, there were sewmills at Singapore, Saugatuck, Douglas and 
Fennvilie that emploves quite a member of men. At Saugatuck 
especially, there was -more industry than elsewhere on account 
of the added number of mills, About 1880 the pine begsn to 
close out and the mills were taken ovt. Smaller mills took 
their place, anc from 1690 there was not luriber sawing enough 
to be worthy of mention. ; 


Fo large mills were established for the hardwood cut, the de- 
mand for that lumber being limited mostly to furniture and 


floors, and the small mills did that work. In fact, the de- 


mand for hardvood lumber cid not develon until the pine was 
about gone. Much of_the hardwood was slashed and turned to 


Clear the land for crops until about 1860, when there vas a 


demand for cordwood in Chicags, and for railroad fuel after 
the road came, anc from then on not much good wood was wasted. 


About 1880 coal began to come into use for fuel anc the de- 
mand for wood grew less on the market, but locsl dezxard for 
house fuel “ook up such as was yet for sale. And, too, the 
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yood surplus was bing exhausted. In some sections consicer- 
eble wood was used in the manufacture of Seaeeeeey but not 


De se eam oe tk oO a (here, 
Tt was the custon to receive all comers angst onee Earns, lodge 
and feed them until they: eould get a start. They were not on- 


ly willing to do so, but were obliged to, for there vas no 
place where stransers could stay. All were considered honor- 
able until proved otherwise, 

There vere Jolly times at barn raisings ond logei ng bees, 
aie ever ybody turned out and they all vor: ced. with acwiil. 
No one was in aos repute who lagged benind with the work and 
partook freely of the bountiful : feeds put up on such occa- 
sionse A “ce gee bee was for a aay, usually, and men came 
with teams anc drew together the timber that had ape opt been 
cut down and the brush ceEnE piled it into good sized heaps, 


and it was burned to clear the lend ready for cropping, 


Barn raising was for ag: the time necessary to place the 
heavy timber frame in position, which, usually required 2 helf 
d2. Aluays a good meal at the finish, and a jolly ‘time, 
as the ladies were as busy in the kitehen as the mer vere at 
(their 1 work, 
Corn huskines vere more of the nature of a social, whera the: 
all got together end hac a good time, the same as paring bees 
gets CSELY pulls. A boy and a girl would sit at 2 shock of - 


Corn, oe 1@ ON either Side, and if the boy found a red esr he 
was or vileged to kiss the girl. fhat caused much merriment, 


Sheen washing and soap ralkine -ere individual affairs 
these were chores tha: cid not require extra help. I 
needed help in these he hired it. 

Seok deck ek oko ohh 
It was not until a out 1660 that commercial sugar covld be 
had at a price that- warranted its -y sietiih so ve all 
ed on naking our oun sugar KManle trees were ta a 
the number of fifty to nerhan 9s Live hundred, in 
Large store troughs were made by digging out a wh 
and placing it at the "boiling places," and the sa 
ered in a hogshead placed on a sled, drawm in and emp 
to the trough. The boiling pan wes kept busy all day, 
the sap was running too fast for the capacity of the nan by 
cay only, they ran dey and night. The sap was builed down to 
a good table syrup in’ the van, and if recuired as a syrup it 
was stored in half barrel wooden tubs. The same was the case 
when sort sugar was the need, but when we wanted loaf sugar, . 
or cake sugar as it was sometimes called, the syrup was trans- 
ferred to a large iron kettle, possibly ten to twenty gallon 
capacity, and evanorated suvficiently for that condition, and 
that vas called "sugaring off" or "peiling Gown," and when 
aeanbed we had to keep it boiling until done, which frecuent- 
ly took until midnicht or after. That proved a fa scinating 
occupation. quite 2 erowd of young folks would gather at the 
"boiling nlace," off in the woods, and have the tine or their 


lives, We t usually had plenty of snow, and <rould keep 
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the density of the sugar by turning a little onto some snow 
to cool -, ind I never knew of it being put back into the ket- 
tle, whether done or not. Sometizes it would settle into a 
wax unless the meker understood the process of sugaring off. 
The w2x was not very cesirable.. 

ea aa a Rob ok ok os 
“Ye had our singing schools, and svelling matches, too, and 
dancing parties for amusement, though the early cance was 
nezrly always interrupted by a rowdy element that knew no oth- 
er way to make themselves conspicuous than to start a ficht. 
It was their habit to bring whisky and get boozy as a vart of 
their preparation for the occasion. If they could muster up 
a sufficient element to break up. the dance they considered 
they had mede themselves famous. Perhsns they had. But as 
society became tetter established that element grew up and 
out of the race, and the younger generation grew up more Civ- 
{lized and out of the woods, and such people came to have 
some respect for the law, the rough house gangs were eliminat- 
ed, and we had no more of it. In fact, we might say it van- 
ished along with the woods and the lumbering crowd. 


Sleigh rides vere a popular pastime during the winter sea- 
son, when a cooély amount of fresh straw was placed in the 
le 


= 


bottom of the sleish box, blankets over that, and the young 
folts piled in. ‘ith robes (many of them genuine tuffalo) *~ 
spread ous over the whole. The colts skipped and danced and 
the bells set up a merry jingle, while the merriment or the 
crowd joined in to meke it a gala occasion, Occasionally tvo 
or more sleigh loads joined in to give some unsuspecting 2:—- 
neighbor a “surprise varty." Talk about fun! The auto end 
the movie of today are not in it. And we always hed snow in- 
season, for the good and sufficient re-son that there was’ 
standing timber to afford a wind trea, and the snow lay ~: 
where it fell instead of being blown about and worn out in 

oe ws Hook se eK Mek ES: (ariftine ey 
In 1851 the Ganges M. E, Church was organized by Rev. 4%. F,. 
Doughtyz and in 1860-'61 the parsonage and church were built 
at the north edge of Pier Cove. In 1882 the ehurch bu neg 
was torn dow and moved to the present location at Can 
Corners. Mr. Mullen succeeded Mr. Doughty as pastor. 


o 


The Eaptist Church was organized on July 16, 1863, by Rev. 
Harvey Munée?., The first pastors were Rev. Austin Harmon, 
followed by Rev. Dr. C. P. Grovener. The church and parson- 
age were built at the present site, southwest corner of Sec- 
tion 3, Ganges, in 18380, Church services were held in school 
houses until churches: could te built. 

Seteck yA EE 
The history of the first schools in western Allegan County 
was contained in earlier letters. (See sketch on Sinzapore.) 


The first schcol between Allegan and Singanor 
the first snack built by Levi Loomis on his la 
Mrs, Lyman Loomis was the teacher. The 
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as 
held in a log house owned by David Eutchins, baci: on the hill 
at the east end of the crossway at north line of pees ena . 
Fred Lymen, teacher. 1! e following yerr school ws held 
the same place; Ate Gidley, teacher. 


In 1845, a school house gue D ee on the James Vadsvorth 
place, on Section 2, Ganges. It stood on top of the hill, 
south side of the town line “road, west of the present es 


tion of the school house in District WO. Le Lt have not learn- 


ed who taught the first term there. As a matter of history, 
as well as to settle a controversy as to what became of this 


first school house, I easel produce here a letter from Mrs. Sa- 


rah Knox Grover, dated. April 20, 1922: 


"The little unpainted frame school house in District Wo. l, 
township of Ganges, where I was a teacher, was burned to the 
ground late in February, 1861. Disastrous to the school, for 


there was no room available for schocl, and for me, for Tt was 


paid in the 'wild cat’ bills which were the circulating medium 


at that time, when they might be good one day and gooc for 
(nothing the next, 
"There were three boys about 16 years old «sho kindly relieve 
me of the duty of building the mornig fire, and that unlucky 
morning, when I had plocded over more than a mile through the 
snow, I found the house in FLAMES » Below are. the names of 
all tre pupils thet I reeall, and Yenry Head is the only one 
living, I think: JEMES y Hugene, Alfreda, Alzeda, anc Azella- 
Billings, Sarah Jane and Henry Covles, Addie, Sophia and Jay 
Smeed, Delog anc Nellie Fuller, Abbie’ and Alicia Paragar 
Tommy Breman, Judscn Loveridge, Jemes Hencerson ance three 
temporary ones whose names I cennot recall. (I well remen- 
ber the time the Billings school house burned. fi was in my 


elthth year, and it was the first tine I learned that a build- 


mie ) 


ee could burn 
There was another school house built on the same site right. 
avay, and this was used until the school yesr of teo7,,. the 
following extracts from the minutes of school meetings will 
show when this buildins was sold and the present one built, 


all in District No. 1, Ganges 


"Special school mocnines Sept. 3, 1866. Voted to raise by tax 
$300 to be expended on a new school house. 


"Voted John Yadsyorth, Ames s, Braman and Nelson Smeed select 
a site for a school house." 


aSeuts =, 1866. Voted to purchase one acre of lend of Jares 
W. Billings for the sum of “0, seid land te be purchased for 
a school house site. The acre of land to be purchase is to 
be a site for a new sehool house, and is situated on the n. wv. 
corner of the n. e. frl., ¢, Sec. 2, Towm 2 north and Henge 

hel (16 west." 
"Voted to sell the old school house, pane house and privy. 
Nelson Smeed was authorized to sell the old house for the sum 
Of =32.25, to be paid for by January, 1867." 
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"At a special meeting held in School District No. 1 on T 
day, the 28th.day of March, for the purpose of choosing ; 
pbuilding committee. The voters of said district met at the 
school house site in said district, and was cailed to orcer 
by the moderator, and a committee of three was chosen - Seth 
Loveridge, Jilett Snenser and Nelson Smeed." 


"Voted to reise br tax $390.47 to pay Melson Smeed for servic- 
es on the new school house.” | 


"Voted ta raise “500 for finishing said school house." 
\ 2 

Moneys were voted for grading the grounds and building a 
fence, and FOrace Fuller was given until the lst day of May, 
1668, to finish painting the school house. 
"Nov. 8, 1868, paid John Sheeffer “40G for repairing the 

“tetai=! of aklesebe er" vf ares (school house." 
This last must have been when the siding was taken off and 

the bniltfing brick veneered, : 

Sk fe eke Shak a ae se oe a ae oe a He 

whe first school house, brvilt in 1845, seems to have been the 
seat of learning for the next two years, and until the term 

of 1847, when there was another district established farther 
east, anc what proved to be the first school in the Fe onville 
district. The session was held in a little shanty lr. Ke Cor- 
mick had used to shave shingles in. stood in the road 


At, 
ed - 


ms 
i 
-Tisht of way, sbout ten rods east of the west line of the J, 


H, Wadsworth plece, three-quarters of a mile west of Fenn=" 
ville, The teacher in this case was Liss laura ©, Hudson, 
who had come to the county the previous yeer from Hudson, 
Ohio. In June followine s.e beeame the wife of Harrison Fute 
chins, and passed the remainder of her life in Canges. She 
was a direct descendint from Henry Eudson, the navigator, 
Giscovered the Fudson River in 1609, and Fudson Fay in 1610, 
which last beceme both his grave and his morunent. 


I will let Cousin Jack Hall tell of the next term of school 
in Fennville district. In a talk of Feb. 15, 1914, he said: 
"Ny first term of school was in a little log shanty, about 16 
or 18 by 20 feet, shanty roof. Vartha Lamoreaux was the tea- 
cher. She married Fenry Baragar. Probably this was about 
1845.. The house stood on the southeast corner of the cross- 
roads first west of Fennville. It had a loose board floor, 


slab seats made by sticking pegs into a slab. No back to the 
& 


seats, and the roof leaked when it rnined." 


The first school house in Fennville district was built on the 
southeast corner of what is now the E. D. Wadsworth siacc, 
about ten rods west of where the shingle shanty avove mention- 
ed stood, end the next term of school must have been held 
there, which would be the school of 1849. I have never been 
able to uncover any except the tvo terms mentioned, ontsice 
tthe "Veeder School House," as it was called. Miss Lucy Lons- 
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pury of Allegan was one of the first tecchers in that house, 
though I am not sure she was the first. 


A. BH. Stillson said:. "The first road job let in this sec- 
tion was to Unele Hot Futchins, about 1850 or ‘#1, and wes °> 
for the building of a crossway over the swamp west of his ~ 
house and in front of and west of Grendfather Hutchins’ house, 
Previous to this time the road followed around to the south 
on top of the hill. Uncle Hat cut the logs, I hauled them in 
with old Pete and Larry, and Grandfather laid them in the 

3 (swamp. 
'Gnele Harrison worked another road job in the fall of 1844, 
beginnings at the four corners of Sections 27, 28, 33, 34, 
Ganges,- and running south between Sections 33 and 34 half a 
- mile. At that tice I was a lad of 15 veers. He and I tuilt 
a brush house, and I did the cooking while Uncle Hat did the 
chopving on the job. The road was cleared by»falling the tin- 
‘ber out either way from the center of the road line and_chop- 
ping the body into logs ready to be havled aside, and cleare 
: | (ing off the brush, 
"At this early date the scattering settlers transacted moe? of 
‘their busivess by barter and trade, about the oniy way of get- 
ting money being from the county by working road jobs, a= 
there was no outlet to rarket for such produce as they were 
able to raise. And frequently when the job was completed 
there was not enovgh money in the county road fund to cay the 
orders, and they were either passed as currency or held until 
the money was collected in by the county treasurer. 


"AJ] western Allegan County was in the one township of Newark 
at this time, so 211 the eight souares, except Manlius, were 
under the suvervision of one set of officers, and in craving 
town orders they were all suvplied by the ore commissioner. 
While Uncle was doing the job mentioned atove in the south 
part of whet is now Ganges, another man twe will call hin 
Jones, though that was not his name), was working another job 
over in Saugatuck, Each understood the situation as to pay- 
ment of town orders, and each put forth his best efforts to 
complete his. job first, and get his order, as it was known 
there was little money in the Newark road fund, and both 
could not be naid at present. : 


"I never in my life saw timber *all as that did. As long as 
there was daylight the air swished, the chips flew, and the 
trees fell with crash after crash under the ax of that strong 
and exnerienced woodsman. Finally one Gay at about 10 a, &. 
the last tree on the contract fell and the job was finished, 
all tut a few underbrush. This Uncle left for me to finish 
while he went on foot for the road commissioner, eight or ten 
miles away. Towards night I had finished clearing off the re- 
maining brush when they came. The job was accepted, but Jones 
was the commissioner, and claimed he covld not make out the 
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order, 2s he was ovt of blanks. He looked for them at any 
time, and would bring the order over as soon as he could, = 
packed our blankets and utensils, strapped them on our backs 
ana started through the woods for home, where we arrived at 


We 


‘midnight. One morning a few days later Er. Jones, with ancth= 
-er man, drove up and gave Uncle his order, and went on Caste 


Unele suspected he was hesded for Allegan, so he vuv his or- 
der in his pocket and followed on foot. Just before reaching 


Swan Creek Uncle took an Indian treil that cut off atout half 


a mile of the distance, and enteted the road well ahead of 
Jones, the latter not suspecting What vas up. He reached Al- 
lecan and got his order cashed , but before starting heme 
asked the treasurer how ruch money there was left in the New- 
ark road fund, and was informed that 75 cents covered the bal- 
anee, ‘When Uncle ceme tio the edge of the town on his vay 
home he met Jones going in. The latter was ruch surprised, 
and asked where they hed passed. Uncle said it must have 
been at the Indian trail. ‘fe enlled if a good joke." 
a oak ck ap oe 

The second white man to arrive at Singapore. This informa- 
tion has just come to light, end was not at hand for mention 

(in earlier letters: 
Elisha ‘tleed came to Michigan from the state of Maine when a 


‘boy, in corneny with his parents, who established a hore at 


Silver Creek, this county. In 1032, when 19 years Old, he 
went from there to the mouth of the Kalamazoo, via Black Hiv- 
er. At the mouth of Slack River he fourd one small shack to 
renresent the nlace where South Haven now is. ‘The Incians 
nointed out a ‘place where he could ford the river, which he 
did \and came on, On arriving at his ccstination he found hr. 
William GC. Butler and two Frenchmen. One was called St. 
Pierre and the other One-Eyed John. lr. Butler hired him to 
builé a warehouse, Later he helved build nearly all the oth- 
er buildings there - the New York Sawmill, the hank. etc. He 
frequently spoke of the early comers - Stephen D. Nichols, J. 
P, Wode, S. A. Morrison and others. 


Elisha Yeed vas born in Penobscot County, Naine, Oct. 12, 
1813, and wes married Anril 3, 1841, to Sarah Fates of Port- 
age, Kalamazco County, Mich., who vas born in St, Lawrence 
County, New York, in 1813. Their children were Theodore, 
amos (born at Saug-tuck in 184+), Louisa, and Eoline (born 
in Ganges in 1851.) We do not have the cate of Urs, Weed's. 
death, but his second marriage was in 1856, when he married 
Myra Jane Burvell at New Haven, Ind., bought a home at Plum- 
merville, Ganges, and settled there. Here it was that their 
three sons were born, and who now live - Orlando and Frank at 
South Haven and Cephas at Douglas. He died at the home of 
his son Orlando in Casco in 190+, and his widow died in 1914. 
Eis brother Orlando also lived at Plumserville in 1847, when 
the firs: Ganges town meeting was held at his home. He vent 
to California in 1849, and did not return. 
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Elisha eed had three cousins here who also took their part 
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in the early doings of the community. ‘ They were Willian, L6- 
renzo anc Josnua eed. Joshua “eed came to Singapore in 1°33, 
where he vored at the carpenter's trade. “hen 20 years old 
he walked through from Toledo, Ohio. He worted in several of 
the milis in Saugatuck, and built the first Jimmy Hailé-sa 
mill on the Lake Shore Road before 1845. About 1660, when 
that mill was overhauled, Mr.’ “eed built in the new vatér 
wheel, Mr. C, F. Link said Den Reamer retuiit “he rill in 
1860, so no doubt Mr. Weed put in the new wheel at the sac 
time, Ur. “eed also built the HM. E, Church at Pier Cove, and 
old Hevcomb House in tanges, and worked a~ “lurverville Yor 
two years. He and his cousin Elisha vere =equently on the 


uP 
. Same jobs. Perry, Ulmer, Ceorse and Villiare his sons,  Per- 


ry and Elmer are still living. 
The only knovwledse at hand of loren-o Yeed is that during the 
Civil Varthe Semily vere living at Pier Cove, and his wife 
was ether a widow or a var widou.' I kmew of his children on- 
ly Arthur, Chorley, Alice (irs. Cobb), Maria (Mrs. vom Wile 
kinson of Casco), and Inez (Mrs. Wallace Yhite). I have no 
record of the family of ‘illiam Yee, 

she ok Seok ob 2 EE 
A bit of Douglas histcry has just come to light which seems 
worthy of mention. In rsking cver the dusty corners of my 
old cranium it occurred to -e that the Weeds used to operste 
a basket factory in Dovglas, but I could not satisfy myself 
from what I founé there, so I wrote Frank Weed of South Maven 
for anything he might imow, and following is his reply: 
"About the vear 1876 I beszan vorking in the Douglas basket f 
tory, then ormed by Capt. Robert Reid. “illiam “eed, coning 
from Iowa, together with Joshue Yeed, bought the faeccory, ~ 
then valued at about three or fovr thousanc dollars, and ~~ = 
moved it to its::bresent site, where they ~uilt the present 
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factory after buying out Capt. Reid. I think about the year 
18738 they gave the company the name William Veed & Co. Later 


E. E, Weed and other, taking over the interests of Willian 
and Joshua “Weed, gave it the name of E, B. Weed & Co." 
pt ok sk ok ok gk ; 

: ® THE BILLINGS FAMILY 
I believe no other femily, taken as a whole, had a greate 
hand in the early activities in this community than the three 
Billi-gs brothers ~ Charles T,, “alter and John H. Let's 
back esst and bring them in. 


James Billings was born in Storineton, Conn., Oct. 11, 1751. 

In Mav, 1775, he enlisted at Stonington in the Colonial army 

at ? = ess ft tee 

in Capt. James Fldridge's company, Col. L. H, Parsors" regi- 
4 


ment, served his time and received his <ischarse, resenlisted, 
and repeated until he received his finel discharze on Feb. 6, 
1780. He died in November, 1829, at the heme of his son ‘lal- 
ter at Clarkson, Monroe County, Vey York. 
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Charles Townsend Billings was born in Mgnroe County, New York, 
Dec. 11, 1813, and was a son of James Billings (James, s 
James) and Mary Towmsend, his wife. On Sept, 16, 1837 he mar- 
ried Rebecca Baragar, daughter of Peter and Helen (Van Netten) 

Baregar, of Monroe County, New York, who was born July 23 

S 

° 


1815, They came to Michigan in the summer of 1845, 





an 
ed in Allegan until the summer of 1846, when they came 
Clyde Township and settled on the farm where they live 


a until. 
October, 1834, when he died, folloved by his wife in 1901. 
His daughter Fary vas the first white child born in Clyde 


ang his Gaughter Helen the first bride when she married Ste- 
phen A, Atwater. He cleared his land, built his home, and 
toox the part of a member of the commmnity. Both were highly 
resvected people, as are their children and srandchildren at 
Gok . (the vresent time, 
Walter Eillings vas born in Monroe County, New York, April 18, 
1818. He cane to Kichican in 1837 with the family of his sis- 
ter Maria (Dillines) He Cormick, and married Sarah Wilson of 
East Allegan in 1838. He then returned to New York Stete and 
lived at Rochester, After about five years he came back to 
Michigan and bought the James “adsworth place on Section 2 
Ganges, whera they had their home until she died on April é, 
1881, and he followed Oct. 19, 1899. 


In addition to his farming, Walter owned and operated a store 
- in Pier Cove during the reak of its prosperity, and too the 

position of a lawyer in settling court actions, anc treffick- 

‘ed in various ways. Fe served as a solcier during the ‘ar of 
the Rebellion, and underwent the suffering common to the 
southern military prisons, recei-ing his honorable Ccischerge 
at the close of the war. His son James and sons-in-layv, H. 3B. 
Budson who married Ann Billings, and Samuel Stillson, who mar- 
ried Haria, also were veterans of that conflict. 


During his later years he owmed a herse named Billy and a dog 
he called"fatchie, my son." The three drove to Iowa, Kansas 
and Nebrasks. severel times from here, camping out nights the 
same as in soldier life. It was often remarked how the. three 
of them understocd each other and how faithful they were, 
each to hic share in the combination. 


Maria Billings was horn March 23, 1816, and vas married in 
Ausust, 1830, to James Me Cormick of Monroe County, Mew York, 
He was born Feb. 7, 1806. The history of their coming here 

and their efter life has been given in earlier letters. 

Their great-grandson, George Du Val, now owns the old hore- 
stead, which has nev=r been out of the possession of the fani- 
ly. And now what ebout the Jimzy Haile satmill just mentioned? 


It stood on the Leke Shore Road, on a little creek that 
erossed Section 29, Ssugatuck Townshiv, about one and a half 
Mile north of Ganges line. I have not been successful in 
getting the exact year in which it was built, but it seers to 
have been the first sawmill in the lake shore section after - 
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Singapore. It was in operation during the summer of 1545, ve 
Ree 7 (Xmov. 
Capt. C. M. Link said he was on board the schooner irencis 
Mills in 1845, when thev took a lond of tan bark from the jim= 
my Haile place, "the lighter being made dy Gisging out tw 
logs and planking them over. There wes a flutter wheel saw 
mill on the site before I e«me here." 


A, H. Stillson said it must have been built at some tire in 

the '"hO's, "I saw them digsing the pond an® putting in the 
dam," 

her built this mill, and that 

he new water wheel. 


= 
4 
a 


Mr, Perry '’eed said his fat 
about 1860 or 1862 put in t 


For some reason this mill seems to have been rebuilt about 
°1860 end a new cvershot wheel installed. Stillson said it 
would take two or three d2ys in ordinary weather to fill the 
pond, then they would run for a day or two. “"“Phe old Lady 
would set the saw into a log, ané go over across the roac and 
take a-smoke. When the board was eut off it would trio it- 
self, and she would go beck and set it into another eut." It 
served a needed nurvose, however, as people could bring their 
own logs there and have them cut into lumber, where otherwise 
they could not afford the cost of buying ready-made boerds,. 


Mr. A. D. Goodrich said the oldest ssweill here (after Singa- 
nore) was that of Mr. James.C."aile, on the hank of Lake Mich- 
igan, about tvo miles south of Douglas. - "The mill stood on 
the top of the bank, which must be 60 or 70 feet high, ane 

was opersted by a 24 foot overshot water wheel that stood 

down the bsnk anc was fed by a small creek, It was a sash 
savmill, end as a sash saw ran more slowly then a mulley, the 
capacity of the mill could not have been very large. Tre lune 
ber was slid down the bank and scowed out to vessels for the 
Chicago market. I do not lmow the date the mill was built, 
but James C, Haile was living here as early as 1836 or, LOAF wf 


The "Jimmy Haile place" was not only noted for its having the 
country sawmill, but the residence was a large rectangular 
frame house, the second floor of which was fitted out as a 
community hall, and here it was that gat’ erings of all sorts 
were assembled, It was the only place Where public dances 
could be held for years before the main street of Fennville 
Was more tnan a frog pond and breeding place for mosquitos. 
It was a landmark, and distances and times were reckoned from 
"the Jimmy Haile place." 

James C, Haile and Amos 4, Haile, the first supervisor of Can- 
ges, were brothers, and came from Niagara County, New York. — 


LETTER NO. 25.. 


From "History of Allegan and Parry Counties," apanage tit 
; 880: 
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tthe first flatboat of any size on the Kalamazoo wes the Fio- 
neer, built by James D. Bush of Allegan for Milo ‘insiow. 
This vessel carried 100 barrels of flour, ané twelve men were 
necessary to pole it up and down the river. The creat Veste:. 
ern employed ten men, and the Tipnecanoe eicht. There were 
several others, but these were the most important. These < 
poats were in ative operation on the river until the opening 
of the Michigan Central Railroad in 1846 furnished a quicker 
and more corvenient mode of transnortation. , 

"About 1642 a flat bottomed steamboat named ©, C,. Trowbridge 
was built at Singapore by Porter & Co. for river service be- 
tween Saugatuck ane Allegan. It made but two trips, however, 
and was then transferred to the lake service, ; 


"The steamer Adelaide was built in the village of Allegan 
about the year 1847, the machinery being that pvrevionsli used 
jin. the Feie ot' the Myst at Niagara “alls. Capt. Flliott was 
the commander. It ren from Allegan to Saugatuck one day and 
back the next for about two yeers, and was then sold at a 
O« 
"J, D. Bush built the Helen ‘ar at Allegan about 1854, and Sans 
sequently ran it five or six yeors on the river. It was fi- 
nally dismantled, All its machinery was built at Allegan ex- 
cent the boiler. Two barges were built ct Allegan about the 
same tine, neared Adam and Eve. They were intended for towing 
on the lake, and were the first experiments of the kind. 


"The schooner Lavinda was huilt at Allegan in 1861, and was 
used on the lake, running from Saugatuck te Chicago. (It was 
still in use in 1880.) ‘The steamer Aunt Retsey was built for 
Ira Chaffee, Ceorg® Stone and J. J. Me Millan, It plied on 
the river fer about five yeers, and was solc to partie i 


in 
"In the yesr 1867, the propeller Ira Chaffee was built at fl 
gen for the lake trade. t was owned ty Ira Chaffee, rede 
ick Yer, E. ©. Costain and George Dutcher. The same year t 
schooner “hite Oak was built -t Allegan for the lake trade, 
and the next season the propeller Dunbar was built. In 1665 
the barge Utell was built at Allegen. It ran on the river 

for a time, but was finally sold to mrties in CGrend Repids. 


* 


Spee) 


"Ship building has ceased at Allegan, but is still env reetical- 
ly carried on at Saugatuck, Numerous tues ami imcher barges 
have been built there, besides several large grain carrying 
vessels. The year 1379 was an extremely busy one for Cauga- 
tuck shin builders, and the business is still imcreasicg there." 


e 


Ira Chaffee came to Allezean July 2, 1836, was foreman in the 

first sawmill at Allegan, assisted in the erection of the 

Stout mill on Swan Creek, where J. D. Bush built a mill years 

afterward, This mill was *uilt by and under suvervision of 

Levi Loomis of Ganges. Mr. Chaffee was connected with the 

lumber tusi-ess in Allegan many years, end also in railroad- 
2 


a 


ing, and built the first pier at the mouth of the Ka 
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River, anc anything that would give employment to labor. He 
died Aug. 18, 1889, sg¢ed 77 years. 


J. P. Wade said: "The Rossiter was the first steamboat to en- 
ter the Kalamazoo River, It was owned and sailed hy Cept, 
Robinson, a one armed man. I do not ‘mow the year,-but it 
was after I came, in 18+, She only made a fev trios, then 
went sway on account of low water at the mow’h. ‘The first 
line steamer th-t sniled hetween Saugatuck and Chicago was 
tre Ira Chaffee - F, B, Costain, capteins Ccorge Dutcher, eng- 

: Wee eK kk oe (ineer," 
hr. J. P. Wade, who has been cuoted at times in these letters, 
wes born at Scituate Harbor, Mass., Déc. 15, 1822, and was a 
son of Snell and - (Jacob) ade, both natives of Massa- 
chusests andof 4 Gescent (a son of Isaachar Wace, who 
was a sailor durin revolutionary war under the colonial 
government). He was siven a gooc education, and in 184: came 
to Singapore to serve as clerk in a general store. Later he 
operated a mercantile busine-s on his own account, and in 
1855 bought a block of seventy acres of” lend on Séesion Tt cae 
Ganges, where he had his home Curing the remainder of his life, 

S 
2 


-) 


He filled town offices, was bookkeener at Fenn! 1 and for 
Brooks Hazelton at Clyde Center (now Pearl) in th a ee 0 ti 
son Co. lumber csrns, On the farm he shifted gracually from 
agriculture to fruit, in which he won out end found himself 
in easy cireumstance- during his dcclining years. Litre the 
rest, he started in the woods and concueved the forest, wres- 
tlec with logs and stumps and stone. and oxen, but he pulled 
through and landed on top. We all liked J. P., vith his Yew 
a: want (England sofe"r", 
ir 1846 Mr. Vade marriod Msss Sarah Gilman, who tore him one 
daughter, Lotta. Mrs. “ade died in 18:9, and in 1851 Kr, 
Wade married Viss Sarah Barnes, anc to them were born nine 
ehildren. “e died in January, 1913, aged 90 years. She died 
in Febraury, 1911, aged 78 years. ‘Thus closed the cnreer of 
two of the outstanding characters who had a hard in estabdlish- 
a He Ee ER (ing the community. 
THS ROCKVELL SAW MILL. . . 


+ 


»- 


Er. Giles Rockwell and his brother William built a water pow- 
er sawmill on the southeas* quarter of Section 6, Ganges, 
straight hack of the house now owned by Mr. H. EH. Schoo, on 
the south bank of the creek, in 1855, It was in operetion 
two years. They sawed the lumber for the old Dr. Coodrich 
house in Gances, among others. William Rockwell sold his in- 
terest to Levi Loomis, and later Gied in the army auring the 
Civil War. After the two years the dam went out and was never 
repaired. Ciles Roclaell came to Allecan in 1846, 2nd moved 

os oD Oa EN eeS.in 1050. 
There was = steam nover sawmill erected on the southesst ouare 
ter of Section 12, “€anges, b¥ Yilliam S. Phillips in the 
'60's to cu* hardwood lumber for their chair and furniture 
factory in Chicago. It was the first chair factory in that 
city. the lumber vas hauled to the lake by wagon and shinned 
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in sailing vessels from Pier Cove and Plummervilie piers. 

It had a capacity of 10,000 to 12,000 feet a day, Dut was 

purned in October, 1871, at the time of the great Chicago 

fire, the mill in west M:chigan was ~urred and was not rebuilt. 
"This mill bad a cireular gaw, an edger, and ------er. James 


Gardner was foreman, thoras “ilson *ngineer. P 
HR Se Sa ae eo i He 5; 


Tenry Baragar started a brick yard in 18-- on his farm on Sec- 
tion 3, Ganges. It was on,the east side of the south line, 
about forty recs south of the east side of the quarter lire 
of the northeast cuarter, and S. ‘J. Loveridge on the west 
side on the northeast quarter. fPhiletus Purdy and his broth- 
‘er Erastus were somewhat experienced in the art of brick make 
ing, so Mr. Raragar hired them to work for him. Also J. FH. 
Bardeen was on the job. A little later in the season, the 
three boys rented the plant of Mr. Beragar and ran it there 
selves. Mr. Loveridge cut the wood for them, They were hind- 
ered by havins to burn ‘green wood, but they had good elay and 
turned ows rood brick. The community was new and the demand 
for brick was limited, so the business was not very satisfact- 
ory, and after one season, the plant was abandoned. ‘Some of 
their hrick:is still in use ard in a very good state of preser- 
vation. Mr. H. H. Goodrich put un e sewmill on the Plummer- 
ville Creek, atout half a mile up from!the lake. It was on 
the south end of the old Goodrich home lond, on Section 8, 
Ganges, The plans vers drawn by. Jerry Mansfielc, then am 
nd vatterns for the water wheel were hade by hi 
g calleé a Muley sav, a “tiff saw thet suppor 
out a suide at the top, and different from the 
‘, which was ---- and ran in a frome to support 
a the frome vent up and down with the saw, 
capacity of the mill was about 15,000 feet of lumber a day. 
ae eb ke kk ee 
Glenn Settled in 1842. 


3° 0) (Se 
er 
ct 


The first to come to what is now the hamlet of Glenn was Mr, 
A, N. Crawford, in 1845, Mr. George Fr. Hughes bought forty 
acres of lend that took in the creek that rurs half a mile to 
the west of the cross rosd between,Jen. 1, 1846, of Vr. Crav- 
ford, and the following summer he built a small water nover 
sawmill on the same land, using the cree: for power. Later 
the dam.was carried away and the mill moved some ty the wash 
but he set it back and enlarged the structure, so he had 
ouite a sizable plant. A sash saw was used in it, and it was 
in meration until ----. Mr. Fughes vas born in Hampsnirs, 
England. In 1830, when 15 years old, he came *o New York 


State, and in 1845 maved om to Saugatuck. Eere he met ir. 
Crayford, who was looking for a mill site, and Crawford kad 
rk 


one. so he settled there. In 1862 Mr. William Packarc st up 
aasteam pover sawmill on the southeast corner of the cross 
rosds ----~. ‘this mill used a Muley saw and had a c&pacity 

of about 15,000 board feet a day. This mit? also onerated un- 
Note: . The clipping from which the material on this pase Mas 
teken was so dimmed thet it was impossible to get 2 good copy. 
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til the available saw timber played out, and was then moved 
to Covert, Van Buren County. 


These activities created a demand for converient water *rans- 
portation, and a vier was run out into the Inke at the end of 
the roed running west from the Clenn cross roads. Cordwood 
and tanbark also ceme in for shipment here, and the combina- 
tion of freichts mede it a point of consic¢erable importance. 
The Webster pier was later built about two miles north of 
this place for the shipment of wood and bark. 


While the wood outout was growing less, agricultural crops in- 
ereased on the ground cleared, end gradually the fruit indus- 
try grew in and continued the life of the place, so the pier 
was held in active use until the comoletion of the “est Vichi- 
gan pike in November, 1921. The use of the auto truck had 
cut in on the pier trade for the previous few years to sore 
extent, but the pike drew away so muck that the pier was aban- 
doned here as vell as at Ganges, so in 1925 there is scarce a 
stub standing to show where the business of the community had 

ae AE FSA (been carried on, 
_A post office had been established here in 1876, and the face 
was first known 2s New Casco, and then as Packard's Corners, 
but in 1879 it was given the name of Clenn, which it has held 
ever sirce. I do not know who first opersted a store here, 
but Mr. George T. Clanp was the only merchant for e long time. 
He was burned out by rubber handits, and Mr. lL. A, Seymour 
succeeded to the position and is still in business there. 
There ere now in the place three stores, one meat market, 
blacksmith shop, vackage salesrce-n1, school, . EH. Church, 
garage, cider mill, a larse community hall, and twelve resort 
houses in and near by, besides several others farther away, 
but, tributary to Clenn. Autobuses running between South Have 
en and Saugatuck and taxis care for the passenger trsffic, 
and freight is carried by auto truck, It is estimated that 
1,000 is about the summer population. 

ROR eR E  O 


£4.2 Thaver First in Casco. 


John Thayer was the first to come to Casco, in 18%:, and moved 
his family onto Section 2 in 1845, Mortimer Me Yowell and ‘il- 
liam B, Reynolds began in *“nril, 1845, and settled on Section 
18, and began at once to meke a clearing, so by June of thst 
year Timothy Mc Dowell, father of Mort, moved the rest of the 
family into the cabin the others had erected. Thayer had be- . 
gun clearing first, but Mc Dowell was ~ moved in a month ahead. 
Orletus, one of the sons of JOhn Thayer, was the first man to 
be married in Casco, when he married Clarissa, daughter of 
James ¥, Wadsworth of Ganges. Their daughter Euteria was 
the first white child born in the townshin. And Irs. Hayes, 
the mother of Mrs. John Thayer, was the first white verson 

: (who died there. 


Me Dowells a Thavers vere the onlv settlers in Casco jn- 
ws 1850, Bahn others moved into he kownshiv. They were fol- 


reer 
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lowed by the Sheffers, Mungers, Follisters, !. F. Rose, FE. He 
Ye Louth, the thonas brothers, D. H. Cady, the Reeds, Crosby 
Eaton, A. B. Avery, John Flint, the Buys, John Faben, Thovas 
Iddles, R. Bowles, “ie “Tates, the Hemlins, L. W. Osborn and 
Andrew Brown, all of whom ettled in the town between 1850 and 

: RARE HET ; (1°60, 
Thus far the settlements were elong the lske shore mostly, 
and the esstern portion was not settled to any extent until 

. | fafter 1865. 

Soon after the Me Dowells settled here @ road was cut out 
along the shore to Seugatuck, put the lake beach was *he only 
rosG +o St. Joseoh for some tire. 


A good sized dam was nut ecross the north breneh of Black Riv- 

er, in Section 9 in Casco Py an eastern company, anc 2 woter 

power sawmill and grist mill established, superintended by 2 

Mr, Manning, who was sent here from the east for the purpose. 

It appears this was cone in the early '60's. It ran a Muley 
saw and hed a capacity of 8,000 or 10,000. 


Mr. Ea Kenter set up a steam saymill on the land of John Wil- 
kinson, on the northwest quarter of Section 4, Casco, wich 
was in overation three or four years during the '70's. There 

also was a mill on Section 16, Casco, wned by a Mr, Hawkhead. 
That operated. from perhaps the early '70's until the tinber 
supply was gone. Thet stood a short distance north from the 
Hawkhead vostofZice as it is now. 


fost of these later named mills were vorved in beech snd maple 
timber, though there were seatterine amounts of other kinds, 
as oak, hemlock and some pine. The principal growth in the 
section was beech and maple. 


» 


LETTER NO. 26 


One of the ontstanding pioneers of Newark, Mr. Renjamin Plum 
mer, has been mentioned earlier, and a short biogrephical 
sketch of his early life may be of interest. Ee was born in 
Maine on Nov. 20, 1802, and was the oldest child of David and 
Hannah Ames Plummer, both natives of New Hampshire. They were 
in Pennsylvania for 4 brief time, then went to “Waynes County, 
Ohio, where his father cied in 1328, The mother accompanied 
her son to Michigan, where her death occvrred in 1857. 

In 1827 Mr. Plummer married M;ss Elvira Andrews, who was “orn 
4n Onondage County, "ew York, in 1805, her parents having heen 
natives of Connecticut and nioneers in Ohio in 1824. In 1834 
they came to Michican, and as there was no wey open for trav- 
el further then Pine breck, Mr. Plummer constructed a raft at 
that place and floated his family down the Kalamazoo to its 
mouth. They had some narrow escapes on the way down, but 
nothing serious happened. Their son Andrew was born in a 
shanty that stood on “he corner of the Morrison lot, jus? 
south of the Leland block in Saugatuck - in fact the first.in 
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western Allegan County, since there were no settlements else- 
where at that time. rng 


We have noted the mill at Wallinville ("Dingleville," as it 
was called on account of the cow bells to be heard in the vic- 
inity at nicht), and his establishment of a mill at Plumner-= 
ville, which still besrs his name. 
Daniel A. Plummer was born and reised on his father's farm in 
the stete of Connecticut, and removed with his parents to led- 
ina, Ohio, where that section was quite nev. Fe was @ veter= 
an of the Black Hawk War, an? settled in Kalamazoo County, 
Michigan in 1830. Eere he met and married Miss Jane Ciddings. 
In 1834 they removed to Saugatuck, where they were the third 
family to settle at the mouth of the Kalamazoo River, where 
he engaged in ship carpentering. At the first election of 
townshin officers he was elected supervisor for the township 
of Newark, and at the first m eting of that board in 1835, he 
was chosen 2s one of a committee of three to carry the report. 
of the election to the lecislative council. A few years later 
he operated the old Exchange Hotel and the Allegan House at 
(Allecan. 
In 1849 Daniel A. Plummer crossed the plains to California, 
in company with several others, they being six months on the 
road witr oxen. Fe was avite successful, and finally located 
in Oakland, vhere he cied in 1888, 
Nathaniel D. Plummer, who wa: elected justice.of t peace = 
the first town meeting in Ganges in 1847, sold his holdings 
onsSection 9, Ganges, to Ricbard Mack in 1864, and started 
for California with a horse team. They ran away and he was 
injured, so cave up the trip, bought a farm in Cass County , 
near Sassopolis, end ha@ his hore there to the end. One or 
his daughters became Mrs. Lyman Davis, anc another married 
Jares Keirnen. Mrs. Pluwmer 2n4 Mrs. Capt. A. A. Johnson 
’ Ye oe oe oe oe EE ; (were sisters. 
There sre three points of especial interest in Clyde Tovne- 
ship. First, arrenged by dates, the Bailey Mill; second the 
Pine Plains taverns; and third, Fennville. 


Regarding the Pailey Hill, some say Jaco> Sailey, anc others 
say Leonard Bailey, while still others eredit both as the 
builders of this historic little sawmill. We will therefore 
use the latter version, enc sry that in 1837 the Baileys came 
into Section 10 of Clyde with a crew of men, and ereeted 2 
steam savmill for or in the interest of sore New York State 


‘land owners lmown as.Green, Mitchell & Co. (In 5 former let- 


ter I seid Mann's Mill, at Manlius, was the first between Al- 
legan and the lake shore, but that was an error, for Swan 
Creek and Railey's Kills were in operation while Fr, Allen 
was establishing his plent at Richmond, and Mann built his 
mill after Allen had failed. Mann's mill was the first in 

| (Manlius.) 
The Baileys sawed limbe~ and cleared land inéustriously for 


~o8le etnemsiitee on stow etedt sonte ~xtns02 


‘FS es “,elf{teolantd”") oLfivaltlisWets ILte@ add beton evsd ew.? 
-oby ad? at 6 : | oF elisd woo odd to ¢attooss no beflso eaw 


ts sero 1e90LLA eft bas IotoH syasdoxd bfo edd botstego ed 


enalhlod etd blpe ,SH8L at eogns2? ot antioom awot tert? ent ; 


eds 


te « 
aie 
eris 


eo - 
~IA 


(. 


-tommf te [fim s to inomdatitstes*etd bas ,(tdate te ytiat 


Torey Skew Ss .wem edivp ecw noktoee tent stodw jokde esnt 


at TOTEL@D of extala edt» bersoto tommld .A Setaed O48E af. 


a . a 4 
‘50 fie, | 












ototesw 


.omld ZF ts steriy. 


-ome efd etesd {ftte clobtwyslliv 


[ed mt beolttee Sas: ¢taY olwak aAoal” edt to ne 
{ beltiss bas tem of ote .OfF8E at mestdote 
sgt etedw ,foutssrs? at bsvomet yodt EBL al 


toi toeivieque betosle zesw ef etsottto aisenwot 


7 YTIs> ot sett To settimmods « to eno.es mesods sev 
eteey wet A ,Ifoasoo evitsl[atself edt o¢ nobtosle sft to 


10 edinom xte anied yedt ,etodto LIatevea-dtiv yaeqmoo at, 
ool yifeni? Sas. Ivtcesssse-etivup sev ot -ynexesddiw. beor 
-B888 mt beth sd stedy ~basfited mt. 


“ 


fo eolfveut Bbetosfid isw ofw ,tewull .d felnadtall 


visde Sos ,#O8L at xos Hredotf of-g2enned ~O-nottoescae 


aw of Bris yswa mot yedT .msot eetod s-citiw asiatotited. ces. 
uiovoy eeg af atest = tdannd .atrt edtas evensce « botstat 
© 250 ..bno sav of epedts emod etd Sscd bane ,eltfocoees® teen 
Si ttem tomvous. 51s ~sivead mesayd. sew emesoed atetdsusb ebd 

pervfol ,A A .tasd .etM vs temufl Jet .nsmrtek esmsb 
eters etew) CFS eceeveeey 


eiyfl at teetedat Ietseces to etniog sett? ete ered? 
o5ee ; ITEM yoltel eft ,rnetsh yc Begasitze .terkt. .qide 
-olfivanel ,brtdt has paroves 

© ‘ iw . 


ental eat, em 


ij 


ae 
CSET # 


es 






to Srtse elise “ost yae noe fbf vette edt sntbta 
ant es dod «Sex exodtn Iftse offrw. .yeltad hisnoed | 
a“ oe Todt If tw ow - -litmese off#hf obtoteld Bid} 4to ea 








> eyeftes st VESL At stadt yre bas .,nofetey tettal At. 
8 botssts bng.,fist td wor s dtiw 6 “£9 to.0L ncttoes - 
tet Naio¥ well evor to teetotat edd af to rot {i tomnese: 4 


[ termret a mt) 209 3% Iisdot hi ,S99T) as mor! eTonwo_ rus 
fsowted terlt edd esw ,autingh te ef iE s'ans bise 
miwo tol ,worte ne esw tedt ded .etone solel end bas > 
elf ,14 sflidw noiteteqo ant etew effi e'yolis! base. it 
td tile ose Bee -bnomietits tasigq eld gaidetidstes eaw 
nt tect? edt eaw Irie etnast ,bolke? Sed nells tefte Litem - ‘ 
ofin al. 


a 


eoriney) | | AP Bere ai eee es 
to" Levoltteupat toel beteefo has modiat bewse. tefl eft. — 
’ f oi 


- 
a 
: 





Allegan County - 71 


* 


two years, and then moved ovt’ with men and machinery in 1840, 
I well remember the sawdust pile still remaining in the '60's. 
Old settlers told me yeers azo that the cause of closing this 
mill was the difficulty in disnosirg of the luvber. They 
were in the heert of the virgin pine, and should have succeed- 
ed had it not been for the long haul over the sandy trails to 
Allegan or the Kalamazoo River. In either case there was the 
added cost of reftine to the mouth, since there was no local 
market of consequence at Allegan. This mill stood one-half 
mile west from the cemetery in the woods southeast of Fern- 
ville, and a few rods south of the Rosenaw corner there. 
PER AE KK 
There vere two trails from Swan Creek to the lake shore dure 
irg these early times. One was by way of the Salley Mill to 
Ganges, known as the Bailey Mill Road, and tre other by way 
of the Pine Plains Tevern end the Richmond bridge to the ~ == 
mouth, These two points became lendmarks hy which routes and 
distances were calculated. ; 


Mr. Jemes Farris was a millwrisht working at the mouth, and 

in 1839 was called to repair the Bailey Vill. After the fail- 
ure of Green & Mitchell, he built the tavern on Section l, 
Clyde Township, on the Allegan-Singapore Road. It was loecat= 
ed on the east town line, helf a mile south and directly east 
from Fernville. Mr. Harris operated tie tavern nine years, 
and then treded it to Dr. Coates for land in Otsego. Coates 
ran it atout two years and sold it to Mr. 3B. YW. Phillips. 
Later it passed into the hands of Ceorge Smalley. It was the 
half-way house between Allegan and the mouth for a good many 
years, and the stave always halted there. Dancing parties 
were held there, and there was a bar in connection, so it did 
quite a thrivirg »>usiness until the railroszd came and the 
stage was discontinued. From then on it was of doubtful im- 
portance as an enterprise, but was a landmark until it burned 
down, perhaps in tre late '80's, 

Mr. Boyd ¥. Phillins died in Allegan March 8, 1892, Fe was 
born at Manlius, Onondaca County, New York, August 16, 1813; 
came to Michigan, then a territory, in 1836, settling in Cass 
County. In December, 1853, he came to Allegan, and soon af- 
ter moved into the old Pine Plains Fouse, whieh he kept many 
years, and aftervard for a short tire kept hotel at Saugatuck. 
He was three times married - first in Lockvort, NM. Y., to 
Miss Harriet A, Parton, who died in Cass County in 1846; sec- 
ond in Pi-e Plains to Mrs. Pamela Cooks; and third at Sauza~ 
tuck to Mrs. Kate Sherwood, who with two sons enc a danehter 
survived him, Mr, Pritlivs was a Universalist in religion. 

He was well known by all the early settlers in Aliegan County. 
A daughter was Mrs. Horace D, Moore. 


At about the time Mr. Harris built ‘on Section 1, Clyce, Mr. 
R. G, Winn came into Section 6, and they were the only set- 
tlers in the town until the swimer of 1846, when Charles Tf. 
Billings come in on Section 6, About this time Mr. ‘inn 
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moved to Saugatuck (still kmown as Newark), and Vr<.tarriton 
Fry moved into the Winn shack. It stood on the southenst cor- 
ner of the cross roads first west of Fennville, and this was 
the same shanty in which Miss lartha Lamoreaux taught the sec= 
ond term of school in the Fennville district in 1845, mon- 
MRK AEE i (tioned esrlier. 
David Valter built the firs’ mblic hell in Fernville district 
in 1867. It stood on the northeast corner of Sec*ion 6, 
Clyde Township, onse-helf mile west of Fennville, and was in 
the canacity of a community hall. Fennville at this tive was 
merely a small savwmill, with a boarding house for the hands, 
post-office in a smsll stcre, and tlacksrith shod. The commu- 
nity, though scattering, was moré‘to the west. Here it was 
that political rallies were held. Dancing parties and-scciais 
were brought on here, ané it was the half-way hall between 
Pine Pleins and the Jimmy Faile place. Mr. Valter used *he 
first floor ‘or a general store ard lived in a wing placed on 
the west side, the hall oceunying the whole of the second 
floor. By 1878 Fennville had become established, and other 
halls were in use in the hamlet, so in that year Mr. Walter 
movea his buildinr over to the east side of the railroad. 
track, near where the oil tans are, but near the street, anc 
converted it inte a hotel. Ir the spring of 1890, E4 Wilitans 
‘was opereting the hotel that stood where the Stevens nov 
stands, and he hought.the Walter House anc joined it on his 
building, forming a south wing, where it stood until the old 
Fernville Honse burned. . 
David Jonn Walter was born in Wurttemberg, Germany, on lay 
15, 1823, and died at Fercville Mareh .30, 1690, Carolire Aug- 
usta June (nrorounved Yunke) was borr in Fanover, Germany 
Dee. 13, 1815, and survived him by several years, A>out 181.9 
they sailed for America, and formed an accuaintance on beard 
ship. ‘Trey were married on reaching New York, anc settled in 
Rochester. Hore it was thet William, Charles and Lizzetta 
(irs, Horace Futchings) were born. In *he summer of 1°54 
they came to Clyde Township and settled on the southeest cor- 
ner of Section 6, where their land butted against Futchins 
Lake. Mr. Walter was a shoemaker by trade, and here it was 
that the footwear for this whole community was manufactured. 
People took choice c21f hides to the Morrison tannery at Sau- 
-gatuck for tanning, and ~then to Mr. Walter for the making. 
At this home Henry, Carolire and Julius were born. ‘ill now 
lives in Fennville, Lizzetta died here Nov. 27, 1922; Henry 
and Julius live at Deer Park, Wash.3 anc Caroline, now Mrs. 
James Palmer, at Elanchard, Idahe, All are doirg well in 
their western homes. Charles is a miner and owns mining prop-=- 
erty of value in Montana, and has his home with his nephew, 
Emery Hutchins, near by. 


Kr, Walter took more than an ordinary interest in public af- 
fairs, and was accurate and punctual in all he undertook. He 
filled various offices in the township and school Gistrict, 
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and while not one of the rirst to come to the community, he 
was here before his town was set 2 and was an early member 
(of that town. 
We can never forget the boots he made us - we did not have 
shoes until about 1880 = with red tops and copper toes. They 
were the vride of sll the youngsters at school, and there was 
some @ifference of oni inion 2s to which was the ’ preferred cole 
or, red or blue, Mr. Nalter supplied either color on request. 
2 RC 
An anusing incident occurred at: the Walter place ‘y the leke 
about 1857 or 1858. A friend of the family nsmed Charles 
Bahn e=me from Rochester, N. ¥., to visit them, and had ex- 
pressed the wish to heer the howl of a volf. We cid not want 
to return home withont that experience. One still evening © 
the folks told him if he would step outside the house he + 
would realize his wish, He stood there a few moments, anéd . 
sure enough there they vere just’ off to’ the east a ways. The 
sound ceme nearer until it sounded like it was comi- ye richt 
into the house. Hahn rushed in and up the ladder into the at- 
tic to escape. FEHis curiosity was fully Satisfied right then, 
and he wanted no wore. The fact was there was a runway thet 
came from off the pine woods to the east and ran just south 
of Yalter's house and on toward the west by south, The volves 
had found a deer and were chasing it along that pathy making 
their usual fiendish howl while on the chase, A pack of 
wolves vere intellicent animals, and when after a deer one 
would rum on either side, off at a short distsnce, -hile oth- 
ers would follew behind, A deer covld outrun a wolt, but 
wourd be, so frightened that. it would tire out and they could 
overtake it after a longs run. 


On another nh eh le Krs. Walter afd some of the children were 
in the yard waiting for Mr. Walter to return from away y when 
they heard a disturbance at the brush fence in front of the 
house. Presently a large bear ambled over the fence and cane 
toward the house. It turned and went out of the géte where 
Mr. “Yalter was exnected to come in. This frightened them ter- 
ribly, and they were relieved when he returned safely, as he 
carried nothing for Fi 9 Jorn Billirgs shot the bear a 
little later. Their son “411, now livine “in yeni Seog well . 
remembers these incidents, and more, as he was a witness to 
both mentioned. Their home was at the north edge of the big 
Swamp, which abounded in bear, wolves, deer and rattlesnakes. 
' - ek RK RE ek 
Such was Clyde during the middle of the nineteenth century, 
but what a change! The valuable forests of the eastern por- 
tion of the town all were strisped ayay by the lumber barons, 
and most of it is now just a waste section of sand. On the 
Western nortion the svemp was lons ago cleared anc drained. 
Valuable mint and vegetable lands, some in large blocks, lie 
where the wild life ahove mentioned prevailed. Sore of the 
most valuable muck farms in the state now lie where fifty 
years ao it wes hardly safe for humans to cross. Thus ve 
see such tremendous reversals of conditions within the snan 
of many now living here. 
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Next week we tl7?71 let Kr. E. A. Fenn tell of the foundaticn 

upon which Fennville was when he first visited the locality 

| ‘(dw 18526 
LETTER NO. 27. 


Mr, E. A. Fenn's address, in part, as given at the County Pio- 
neer Society in Allegan, Aug. 27, 1890: 


"First of all, let me say I am glad to meet snd participate 
with you in the exercises and festivities of this annucl plo- 
neer meetins, I notice, however, that this is not exclusive- 
ly a meeting of the early pioneers of Allegan County. I do 
not count myself as one; I know practically but little of the 
experiences of the esrly pioneers, Trey were here when I 
came, and had provided hoves of comfort for themselves, and 
the newcomer was invited to share in the corforts of their 
homes and their large hearted hosvitality until the log cabin 
or shanty could be srevared for their use - and in those prep- 
arations, vith willing heart and skiliful hands, assisted in 
preparing the bgs and placing them in position, and soon the 
first ho-e of the neveomer was ready for occupancy. And then, 
again those early pioneers sometinres founc it exceedingly 
aifficult to obtzin provisions for themselves and their fani- 
lies, and were often obliged to make long and weary pilgrin- 
ages in order to do it. “hen we came they were vroducing 
enoveh for themselves and some to spare, so that we had no 
difficulty in obtaining enough of such thincse as were needful 
for us at our own doors. And so I sey that we who cane in 
150 knew but little of the experiences of those who came in 
132, where there were none before then, and they were obliged 
to construct, with poles and bark and boughs of trees, a 

- @velling vlace which would protect then, partially at least, 
from s-orms anc from the numerous and not very disirable in- 
habitants of the forest - for I am told that in that early 
day the howling wolves, roaring bears and festive hedgenozs 
were quite numerous, and that the subtie, venomous ™»ssauger 
was aprosd in the land; and I was told by an old pioneer (he 
4s dead now) that the long, shiny, black-eyed recer wouid oft- 
en follow the traveler on his way in very close proximity , 
whether on foot or on horseback. He aid not say whether the 
traveler or the racer was on horseback, but I suppose it was 
the traveler, for he said that when turned upon and pursued 
he would rapidly glide out of reach of harm ~ evidestly menn- 
ing the serpent - but when the traveler turned to pursue his 
journey the racer woule turn and pursue him, insisting upon 
very intimate companionsnis for a long distance. 

“ He Ae ok HF 

"Now, my friends, I have had no experience in the biue racer 

- business (nerhaps some of you have had), but I do remember 
one time my wife sending our little five or six year old =? 
daughter to pick up a garment which had fallen from the line 
upon the ground. She gathered it up in her arms, brought it 
into the shanty and laid it upon a low chest ner where T sat 
reading. I immediztely heard a noise that was not at all fan- 
iliar to my ear, and said to my wife, "What is that?" at the 
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same time looking in the direction from which the noise pro- 
ceeded, and there I saw, protrucing from the folds of that 
garment the head and about a foot of the body of a monstrous 
massauger, and unless that snake was eross-eyed he was lLook- 
ing directly at me. I lost no time in reachivg for a broon 
that stood near by, and I pressed the handle of that broom 
down uvon his body about as near the biting end as I coulé | 
get, for, judging from appearances, attention to that end was 
ef more irmediste importance than to the noisy end. I save 
that broom handle about all the pressure it would stand until 
some member of the family procured an instrument of destruc- 
tion, and he was dispatched. 


"Now, tue point.IJ want to make is this: That if the o/d pio- 
neers vere gnashed upon by the prowling wolf, and menaced hy 
the roving besr, and sierced >y the cuil?s of the festive por- 
cupire, and daily listened to the rattling of the massauger 
about their dwellings, and weve obliged to submit to the com- 
panionship of the blue racer, with fever and ague thrown in 
if you feese, it was nothing compared to those ever present, 
ever remembered ten thousand times ten’ thousand tiny song- 
sters of the forest. They were exceedingly familiar, tame 
and intrusive, and were quite numerous at the time of my com 

-ing, and even a few years after. 1 remcmhber meeting <2 gentle- 
man here in Allegan, fro the east, who had ne 7xnerience 
with these tiny inhebitants of “ichissn. “Ye started one warm 
summer, morning, after a night of warm rain, for whet is now 
known as Fennville, throvgh an almost unbroken wilderness, 

Ye had not vroceeded far before I noticed my friend was becom- 
ing unessy anc restless, anc after a little seeied to he 
quite nervous, but when we reached Swan Creek he was just 
frantic, and his hends and arms were moving about in a very 
enercetic and enreless manner. I was sitting as composed as 
possible by his side in the wagon, watenine the movements and 
taking in the situation. I noticed that his rsimernt was bet- 
ter calculated for hot weather than for protection against 
mosauitos. I expected every moment to hear him vehemently re- 
mark, for he had been sneechless for auite a while. I cone 
cluded finally that he wes too busy to talk, or too full for 
utterance, or perhaps not sufficiently familiar with those 
words whieh would fully express his feelings. Fe might, how- 
ever, be turning them over in his mind - and he pagety for 
aught I knew, te saying his prayers. 


nBuk I wanted fo ing} that his thoughts were, and sa t im 
You sees £0 Tit ¥y3 uneasy; ate FOU eold, or wh ot pF th 


matter?! eric he exclaired fh SOLO "think if you 
Thad any eyes you oy see, or any feelings you could feel: " 
'O,' I said, ‘do the mosquitos trouble you!’ And again he was 
sneachles= and his whole mind seemed to be intensely occunied 
with his business. But I tried to comfort him with the assur- 
ance thet it was only a mild introduction into vioneer life - 
that it seemed necessary that all the bad blood should be ex- 
tracted from the nevcomer before he was properly prenarec for 
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pioneer life. But he refused to be comforted, anc declared — 

in most positive terms that he would not stay in this Cod-loz- 
saken mosquito hole swenty-four hours if we‘woulc give hin 

the whole of Michigan. But, my friends, he is here yet. He 

doesn't own half the state, either, but seems to be well sat- 

4sfied with one of those beautiful peach farms at Fennville. © 

What makes it doubly valuabie at the present time, hovever, 

4s the fact that it has a gas well upon it. (The gentleman 

mentioned above was Stenhen A. Atwater.) 7 

HRKHKAKS EEK 

te often sneak of the hardshivs and privations of the early 
pioneers. ‘True, but don't let us fool ourselves for a moment 
with the though: that they had nc enjoyment, for I have cone 
to believe, from ny own observation and exnerience, that there 
was more real enjoyment in the anticipation of what would fol- 
low as the result of those labors and privaticns than has ev-= 
er been experienced by the rost fortunate of the later ones, 
The clearing of the first acre - the first production from 
the garden - the first blossoms from the fruit trees - with 
what interest they are watched es they develop into mature 
fruit; and even the, first chickens, and the various little 
promises of production and ample returns for all those isbors, 
And then , again, those good old fashioned gatherings - no 
caste, no inviting a select few to the feast that was often 
prepared in some one of the homes, and neslecting others. 
Whole femilies would come together from miles around upon the 
long winter evenings, first in one home and then in another, 
until every family had been visited within a radius of - take 
ing Fennville as a center - Ne Dowell's in Casco, Denjamin 
Plummer's in Ganzes, James Cé Haile's and ‘illiam G, Outler's 
in Saugatuck, Thomas Lamoreaux and Ralph R. Mann's in Wanlius, 

. and Timothy S. Coates’ and WV. B, Phillips in Pine Plains. ‘ 
Chicken pie, roast pig, luscious venison, hot biseuit, wild 
honey, and such other good thinss as were tc be had were lav- 
ishly provided and eagerly disposed of by a crowd of suests 
with keen appetites: and with unrestricted manifestations of 
real pleasure and enjoyment, Yes, there was much of pleas- 


ure in those early dceays. : 
$F oe oe ote eae Ko ok 


"But; I find I am getting away from my first thought. I said 
I did not count myself as one of the old pioneers. I am very 
forcibly imvressed with the fought today that, if I am not 


now Y scen will be standing with the very oldest. Those early 
fathers of our country are fast going down into silence, and 
I may be oue of the mediuzs perperpetuate their memory and 
deeds to those who shall come after me in these pioneer rams. 
It is not likely that any new names of old 1836 pioneers will 
ever be added to ovr list. As I said before, they are rapid- 
ly passing away, and I hope- the records of this scciecty will. 
hand dom for many generations the names of those heroic 
first comers. Surely those shall be remembered with rever- 
ence an? gratitude who commenced the conversion of this coun- 
ty into one of the most beautiful counties of the great state 
(of Michigan, 
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"But while the pioneers of my time cannot be remembered as vet- 
erans who have feced the hardest of the battle, yet we have 
done our work earnestly and passing vell. Since my coming. 
nearly all these forests have been subdued. Blazed trees and 
ouarter post stakes, upon which was written their location, 
and which have often afforded valuable.information to the 
weary traveler, and which many of us have eagerly sought, eS- 
pecially near the evening hour, when we were not certain as 

to our whereabouts, have been removed, anc the broad, open, 
well worked nighvays now rollow their lines. 


The long sections of floating causeway logs have also cisap-= 
peared, ané their whereabouts are hardly known. I remember 
during my first visit to Michigan in June, 1851, crossing one 
of then in company with our venerable pioneer friend, S. A. © 
Morrison of Saugatuck, anc Gen. &. Hix, who was ny companion 
in travel. (He was not a general then, hovever.) We were on 
horseback, Practiced_horses they were, or they never could 
have kept on top of those rolling, sinking logs. But we did 
; (eross safely over, 
"About the middle of the causeway, however, there was a little 
rise of ground, or 2 little island, where the causeway logs 
had been omitted, It was just about large enough for our 
- three b-rses to stand uson. And there, in the midst of over- 
hanging briars, cattails, brakes, brush and fallen logs, we 
stopped our horses that they might recover sonevnat from 
their sea-sictmess before meking anotter plunge. ‘hile we 
were on that island lir. Morrison took occasion to remarks 
'Here is some good land.! And thet was what we were looling 
for. I suppose he meant the little island we vere upon, as 
4¢ was the only land in sight, but he went on to say that 
‘whoever lives a few years will see right here sore of the 
most valueble and productive land in Allecan County? IL 
looked earnestly to see whether he had ‘ecome delirious by 
his horseback swim, or what vas the matter. TI imow he was 
not arunk, for he had been in our company all day, and hac 
steadily refused to take anything when - I will say Mix, as 
he is not here to deny it ~ offered it to hin. Sut here was 
a dilemma - a man of his recognized judgment end business ab- 
4iiSy, who seemed to have lost his mind, his reason had de- 
parted. We thought it an urgent case that cemanded immediate 
. treatment. The only remedies we had at hand vere cone or two 
half pint bottles of ague medicine. (I guess, to be honest 
about it, there was not mich ague in it.} However that may 
be, we insisted on his taking a dose. I don't think he would 
have done 1t if he had been in his right mind, As it was he 
@id it under vrotest, ceclaring that when a man was dry there 
was nothing that tasted as good as vater, and when he yvasn't 
dry he didn't need any drink - another evidence of insanity. 
Ep. Morrison has recently assumd me that that was the last 
drov of anything of the kind that has touched his livs. 


t 


- 


"Fennville, located by myself, now occupies that exact spot of 
which I am speaking, and nearly every store and business nlace 
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is located unon the line of that causevay, and those causcuvay 
logs lie deep buried beneath the srincipal street of the vil- 
lage, and there, where cattle were often mired beyond their 
power to extricate themselves, is now located ovr race course, 
and deep wells are necessary for the obtaining of water. Fad 
I been absent from there from that time to the present, and 
returned, it would have taken strong evidence to convince me 
that that was the place of which the pronhet spote, 
ORE OR 
"And so I say that we, the second crop of plionsers, have vut 
our shoulders to the wheel and done something in movine for- 
ward the work commenced by the early fathers. Not only have 
the fields been made to contribute to the ease and comfort of 
the husbandman, but education and religious attainments have 
been advanced and the school houses and-churches witness to 
the energy and enterprise of the inahbitants. I lite to see 
men coming to mill driving a splendid pair of horses of their 
own whom I have seen in other days wearily wending their vay 
along the little footpath to their habitation with perhans —2 
fifty pounds of flour or a bushel of potatoes on their backs, 
I love to see these beautiful homes and witness the indenend- 
ence of those who know so well how they were obteined., But. 
these homes are fast changing hands. Soon the last old nio- 
meer will be gone. ‘Yell, if their life's mission is per- 
formed, if their work is well done, if they come down to the 
end as a shock of corn fully rine, let them fa11 asleep hop~ 
ing they will all awake into a higher, hetter life, We will 
revere their memory, but need not be sad and sorrowful, for 
the inevitable has written: 'The old must die,! 
\ ' ee fet eee 

"Let us for a moment turn ovr thoughts from the considcoration 
of things past and present to those which are to come. I see 
before me today young peonle who are soon te tke ovr places, 
Permit me in closing to say a word to you. ‘You will net be 
called unon to take the places of the departed vioneers in 
the true sense of the word. They have done their vork. You 
commence where we leave off, and are to prosecute the vork to 
amore perfect finish. There will be much for you to do. 

See to it, then, that the moral atmosphere of your Youthful 
lives is such as will prenere you to do even nobler work than 
we have done. See to it that not only the beautiful hores 
prepared for you by your fathers are kept green and productive, 
but that the lives of the dvellers therein are productive of 
geod, remembering that every life touches some other life, and 
it should be our aim to leave a healthy impress upon all apous . 
us, and there>y make our lives richer and better, 





"To all I say, perpetuate these satherings. Make it a point 
not only to be present, but contribute to the enjoyment of 
each other, Compare notes, make it an oceasion of real plea 
sure and erjoyment. Let cordial greetings and heartfelt - 
friendship be manifest, and we shall come to feel more than 
ever that it is good to meet once a year at least as one. 
great family of Allegan County." 
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LETTER NO. 28 - FENNVILLE. 


In 1852 Mr. Solomon Hoisington ceme from Akron, Ohio, and —. 
bought five scres of lend on the northvest querter of Section 
29, Manlius Township, and built a small steam sawmill there. 
This location is just two miles due north of the present loca- 
tion of Fennville. He brought.two Thair brothers from his | 
home town - one 2 son-in-law and the other 2 millwright - to 
help install the mill. In the fall of 1856 ‘ohn Gilbert Lam- 
oreaux bought the mill on a contract, and sold it back again 
the next year. Then Hoisington sold the vroperty to E. A. 
Fenn and Elisha Mix, and Kix sold his interest in the fall of 
1860 to Levi Loomis. Fenn and Loomis operated the mill there 
two yezrs. The late Mr. D. D. Tourtellotte told me he drew 
umber from that mill to Pier Cove for shipment to Chicago, 
using two yoke of oxen as a team - and 0, what roads! In the 
. (meantine - 
Stephen A, Atvater came from Plymouth, Litchfield County, Con- 
necticut, to where Fennville is in November, 1859, and Dought 
200 acres of land, part in Clyde and part in Mav-lius. It ran 
from the cuarter line by the M, E. Church east one-half mile 
5 {te Abbott's cerner, 
Mr, Atwater was much in need of a mill to cut his timber, and 
in orcer to induce Mr. Yenn ‘to move his mill over to the Ate 
water holdings he deeded fr. Fenn fifty acres on the west 
sige of his lards in Clyde: The plan was to lecate the mill 
on the east side of the swamp, on the high land near where 
the Baptist Church stands, but then all the lumber would have 
to pass ever the long corduroy in hauling it to Pier Cove or 
Maek's Landing on the Kalamazoo River for shipment to the Chi- 
. (cago market. 
Hr. Fenn bought twenty-five acres of Henry Bushnell joining 
his fifty on the west, and in the fall of 1563 located the 
mill on the west side of the swamp ané about in the road run- 
ning south by the blacksmith shop now owned oy lr. Tecd. The 
corduroy road was made of small logs, nine or ten feet long 
and laid close together in the mud, and with no covering over 
them, The saw logs were mostly delivered to the mill during 
the winter, when this was covered with snow, and banked on 
the east side of what is new the school house hill. It wes 
not sraded down then, and made a very good rollway. fut the 
saving was largely done in summer, when the corduroy was bare, 
and when shios vere sailing and could dispose of the lumber. 


Jack Hall, who worked in this mill before it was moved, said 
it was a small steam mill, with one upright saw and one edger. 
It had a quick working engine, with direct connection, the 
saw being attached to the evnsine shaft, and the speed of the 
Saw was controlled by the sawyer, who cauged the steam pover 
used by means of a lever. ; ai 


Fenn and Loomis began saving in the new location early in 
1863, anc continued during the two following years, until in 
1865 it burned down. Mr. Loomis, having lost near 33,000, ac~ 
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cording to his son Marion, dropped out of the firm, ani a 

new and larger mill was soon built in its place. Mr. Pmerson 

of Rockford, Til., taking over the Loomis interest, the firm 

became Fenn & Emerson. Tater still Hr. Eenry Fisher came in- 

to the firm, and the business vrosnered. 
ZR ae oe RE 


About 1868 Sheryood @ Grisifold of Allegan sided % the first 
store in the place, with %. P. Griswold in charge, ané during 
the following yer Stephen Atwater sought an interest in the 
stock. In 1066 a postoffice vas establistied, with E, A.’ Fenn 
as postmaster; and the o: fice was named Fenn's Mill, ee 
building used for a store was originally built for 2 dwe 
house, and consisted of a story and a half upright and ap one 
story wing, and stood to the south and west of the mill, Fow 
well we remember the genial fisure of Mr. J. P. ace as he 
sat at his desk busily unraveling the mysteries of the cener- 

; ; (a* o*flice} 
In 1871 the firm built e new store ovt on the main road on 
the lot where the If, E, Church now stends, and put in a large 
stock of goods. A church hed been built on the lot where the 
Union School now See pe and a boarding house for the mill 
hands on the opvosite side of the roac, and several cvellines 
hac been “wilt, as well as 2 repair and blacksmith shop. The 
latter was owned by  ¥, Futehins, and Er. Lecomby, father 
of Krs. F. “. Robins son, was blacksmith. 41so in 1871 the vil- 
“lage was platted, and during the same yeer the Chicago and 
Michigan Late Shore “ailros4’ vas completed through the place 
and easy: traisportation provided close at hard. This render- 
ed Fennville a marketing center and a ovlace of more than ordi- 
nary _eenense to the commmity. In 1869 the Raymond & Abe 
bott steam saymill was moved ever here from Pier Cove and cone 
verted inte a shingle mili, and oS Seed a few reds south of 

fthe sawmill, 
In the fail of 1871, while the mills were ag ene ae “he manu= 
facture qf liuever, lath and shingles, and the store and shops 
were full of “ysiness, came the "big fire of 1871," 2lso 
kmown as the Jgreat Chicago fire," and the entire hamlet was 
burned down _except the little church and the boarding house 
Se EEE : (opposite. 

When the railroad tine tables and other printed matter cane, 
we were 211i surprised that Fenn's Hill did not appear, but in- 
stead we found "Fennville," and for a short time the town had 
two names = Fenn's Mill for the postoffice and Fennville for 
the station. But finally the name of the office was chansed 
to correspond to that of the station, and so it remains. 


Will Sieter was the first station agent, and wes highly appre- 
ciated. He was svececded in a few years by John Supple, also 
one of the best ag sents in harge here, thengh but ¢ mere boy 


) (of 18 when he cae e 
Temedtately ation ch: rire of 1871 Bush & Dutcher erected the 
lergest sawmill]. fennville ever had. In faet i+ was built to. 
cut lumber for the new Chicago. So great was the cermand for 
lumber that they ran this mill nearly all the winter of 1871-2 
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without siding or roof to protect the men, and part of the 
time it was in operation night and day. During the three bus- 
jest years it cut over seven million feet of lumber. 


At this time the road was new =— and rough - and short of rolle 
ing stock, and mills all along the line were howling for cars. 
Vr. Dutcher had two cars loaded with special bill stuff which 
was to be delivered at a specified time or the order would be 
forfeited. H- hed notified the agent they were ready, and 
they were billed out, but the trains could not take on more 
by the time they reached Fennville. The time came when if 
the night train did not take them cut the sale would be lost, 
and as it was out of the regular dimensions it would cause a 
big loss. Mr. tcher Imew that mill men were cursing the 
train men and complaining to headauarters about lack of ser- 
vices. So, instead of comnlaining, he had his wife make up 
the best oyster stew possible, which he tock over to the de- 
pot, set it on the stove, and told the agent to call in the 
freight crew and sive it to them when they pulled in at mid- 
night. Mr. Sieber did as told. The conductor sent a brake- 
man ahead to call the head end crew back, and they came svear- 
ing about being called out to wade in the Geep snow, but no 
sooner had they begun their lunch than all was well in Senne 
ville. “hen nearly done the conductor asked whe was back of 
this. He was told that Mr. Dutcher, the miil man, said it 
was a cold, stormy night, and he thought it would be accent- 
able. The con. said: “Hasn't he got some cars to go?" ‘vyhen 
told yes, and that if they did not go that nicht the sale 
would be lost, the con. asked the train crew if there were 
not a couple of cars with hot boxes or something. And thera 
were, so tvo cars were cut out of the trein and Duteher's two 
we gE ob tek (were taken. 
Bush & Dutcher contir.ed the manufacture of lumber until the 
desirable lumber had all been cut off, and in 1876 took their 
mill farther north. A smaller mill was set in *o cut out the 
pickup timber - stuff that had been culled out by those who 
had cut down the forests. —. , 

During the time the pine was being slaughtered tre harduood 
-ands had been in the process of clearing, and the community 
became more thickly settled, so by the time Bush & Dutcher 
moved their mill away there was consideravle local demand for 
lumber, lath and shingles, and the old slashings were hunted 
over for anythine that would make a four by four stick. And, 
too, the price began to rise on lumber, so small mills cane 
in for that work. If memory serves me correctly, Ir. Fulse 
set in the mill to replace the B, D. J. Le. Reed followed 
Hulse, and about 1893 Ceorge Huff bought the lets from Reed 
and clesred off the last vectige of the milling business at 
the ole stand. ‘Side tracks ranwest from the depot south of 
the street back to the mill, and lumber piles were stacked 
along it from the mill to the railroad, and on both sides of 
the track, during the peak of the milling business here. 
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_Abnout 1879 J, G. Lamoreaux placed a small mill at the east of 
the railroad and north of the street, which he operated for 
four or five years, and the John Sherman mill cut the last. 
lingering scraovings of the woods. 

BOR sk sp ok ok eo oe a a 2 oe 
Gradually, as the woods were being stripoed of the last ves- 
tige of saw timber, lumber began coming back from the north, 
and the local demand has been supslied ty timorted goods for 
the past forty years or mores | 


What a shame, that a few men with money should be allowed to 
take over large tracts of that commodity nature had placed 
within reach of all, and for a mere pittance, and snatch it 
aw2y from the local public. They produced nothing. They 
erabbed immense fortunes from nature and pocketed the lucre, 
leaving nothing out the stumps and brush as a thenk offering 
for their gain. Not a park was donated, not a cent for good 
roads or other public improvements. There were exceptions, 
of course, but in a general way that was the result. 


No doubt we would any of us do the same thirg under similar 
circumstances, but just the seme it is all wrong. Our zovern- 
ment should have prevented the acquiremert of more of nature's 
resources than vas reasonable for personal velfare. True, 
there are instances where large capital is redauired to “evel- 
op industries, but where the base material is of nature's pro=- 
duction, and the manufacturer has had nothing to de with its 
creation, the balance left, after a reasonable vrofit, should 
revert to the general public. And, too, the amount taken 
should be under strict government control, so as to conserve 
our natural resources in the interest of those who are to fol- 
low. Much credit is due Roosevelt, Ballinger & Pinchot tor 
turning the tide of cenfiscation of natural resources. Hen 
who used their gain later in local industry are not in this 
criticism, They remained and helped develop the comunity, 
and left their fortunes here to revolve in the business of the 
neighborhocd. But it refers to those who came lie a hewk, 
grabbed all they could, and sailed away. Tt is they whom I 
condemn. Direct election of senators and a general leaning 
tovard control are the result, and may the good. work go on. 
om ° Ae te se ok oe oe a 
But I digress. By 19885 our desirable timber iad been stripped 
off, and the community had turned during the process to agri- 
culturel vursuits, and Fennville came to be one of the heavi- 
est fruit shinning points along the lake shore. 
fhe Fennville of today can boast ef not one vestige of its 
first nine years’ constraction - meening the villaze as it 
was before the fire of 1871 except the first mill toardcing 
house. The little church burned down about 1885, end tre 
boarding house wasmved over east of the railroad. It was 
later brought hack, and now forms the upright to the resid- 
ence of Clifford Atwater, on lot 29, Wilson's addition. ~. 
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Fennville was platted in 1671 py Emerson & Co. Elisha Mix 
was the surveyor. It hoc me an ineorporated village in 1682. 


Henry Blakesley, who married Irene Fenn, was the first to sete 
tle within the limits of the original village. He began on 
the east side of where the railroad now lies in 1860, made a 
small.clearing, and in 1861 enlisted in the army under Lin- 
coln's call, and was killed in action later. Dan Thomas vas 
the first blacksmith, I. P. Grisvold the first merchant, Dr. 
Asa Goodrich the first resident physician anc druggist, %. We 
Hutchins operated the first general repair shop. B. Ae Fenn 
was the first vostmaster as stated, Will Sieber the first 
station agent, and Laura C. Hudson taught the first tern or 
school in the district. All this before the fire. In 1895 
Ira Eutechins built and owned the first electric light nlent 

. : (here. 

LETTER NO. 29 


Until about 1860 winter traffic was carried on with long sleds. 
A tree wes Located that had a natural crook thst would form 
the front. bend of the runner. This was taken to the mill and 
sawed into three-inch plank, with the crook crosswise, end 
these mede 4 runner about ten feet long. Rolls and beams 
were put on and wooden shoes attached, and the sled was com- 
plete. It was a clumsy affair at vest, for it would rise up 
over a root or hummock end belance over with a heavy bump 
when the front came down, and it was hard +o turn around 
with it in the snov. “hen I was a small lad I renember the 
folks saying someone had made two short sleds and hitched 
them together lixe the front and rear gears to a wagon, and 
there was some sneculation as to how $4 vould work out. Ina 
short time, however, the tyabs'' were all the go and the old 
long sled was out of date. 
tk yee 
In the season of 1862, while the road where Fernville's t 
street now is was yet bare corcuroy, logs and brusn, ia 
anc cattails abounded on either side. IT. Atwater, who li 
on the nill east of the swamp, took his young wife, with his 
ox team, to visit with her parents, Mr, and Hrs, Charles Bill- 
ings, and were after dark in retvrning home. All went vell 
until they were well out on the crossvay, when they met two 
emigrant wagons. ‘The road was darkened »y tne shade of the 
trees during the day, and at night it was very dark. Mr. At- 
water thought he imew the bottom at this place, but seems to 
have missed his calculations, for when he mmhitched and start- 
ed to drive the oxen around the wagon one got off into the 
mud, and that vulled the other orf also. There was nothing 
to do then but get in himself and unyoke the oxen. This done, 
he and the men with the other teams got the oxen out of the 
‘syamp and drew the wagon pack to solid ground. Tre enisrants 
went by and the Atwaters proceeded homevard, This occurred 
nesr or a little vest of where the MH. &. Church now stonds. 
While passing down that road today, with is paved surlace, 
cement walks and fine buildings, one can bardly realize that 
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such was the condition here but sixty short years =go. Still 
4t is well remembered now by several of the tow's inhabi- 
Me te oh KK RK KE (tents. 


In 1871, right efter the fire, David Signor, with Charles Eve 
ing as head carpenter, erected the nucleus of vhat was known 
as the Fennville House, Yennville then was a typical sawmill 
tomm, and a rough element was ever present, though many of 
the pDeovle were of finer stuff. Perhaps a more correct ex- 
planation would be that the resicent portion vere fine people, 
but there was a transient population who were not so refined. 
What is now the main portion of the village was then a svamp, 
mostly mid and vater, while the business section was located 
on higher ground on either side. Signor puilt on the ground 
where the Stevens now stands, and he managed the hotel accord- 
ing to the times, Te was a sturdy frontiersman and knevy nis 
customers, so ran the business according to his own ideas. — 
If his patrons did not like his ways they were free to go 
elsewhere. In fact, it was a typical lumber town hotel. The 
main waiting room was simply a saloon, and patrons were com= 
pelled to witness the carousing Whether they liked it or not - 
but that was the usual way. 


Fa Williams suceseded Signor, and added the Valter building, 
as stated recently, and later proprietors added improvements 
until it became e commodious and comfortable plsce. Williems 
was succeeced by Frost, Beals and. others, and the last was Fe 
I. Stevens, under whose management it became a first class 
hostelry. It came to be the headeusrters for fruit buyers 
and traveling men in general, and was well and favorably: —. 

oa 4. (known. 
This structure was burned on May 30, 1910, and the new Ste- 
vens was erected in its stead, and from that time Fennville 
has had no occasion to criticise their hotel accommodations 
and management, but are worranted in boasting of the gocd 

We EE CK (qualities of both. 

In viewing Fennville fifty-three years ago - October, 1871 = 
we found 2 nev railroed line on the east, a long uncovered 
corduroy road ecross a svamp, and on the vest side of the 
swamp ‘there were 2 few ash heaps. On the higher ground to 
the west there stood the mill boarding house on the south 
wide of the road and the little M. E, Church that Mr. Fenn 
had built standing near the road on the present school house 
lot. Right here we let our voice fall. 


How, at the beginning of 1925, we find a large cider mill and 
vinegar factory. Sanocide spray works, flouring mill, can- 
ning factorv, co-operative fruit exchange, lumber company, 
newspaper and printing office, general repair skon, 2 nucber 
of garzges and automobile salesrooms, tvo hardware stores, 

one of the finest banks in western Michigan, two drug stores, 
two cry goods stores, exoress office, two clothing stores, 
postoffice, two baker's shops, shoe renair shop, millinery 
store, filling station, hotel, tailor shop, restaurant, furni- 
ture store ond undertaking parlor, dentist, physician, lawyer ,. 
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Baptist, Methodist and Christian Science Churches, with a Sev- 
enth Day Adventist Church now under construction, a “100,000 
school building, 53,500 Yoman's “lub building, jewelry Petia 

ete. 
The fraternal. societies are: Masons, Odd Fellows, Rebekshs, 
Eastern Stars, Boy Scouts, Camo Fire Girls, Rubinstein Music 
Club, Fennville Woman's Club, Business tents Association, Ya- 
rent-Teacher Association. Also there is a Farm DSureau Co-on- 
erative Association, with their various lines of suoplics, in- 
eluding feed and coal, and the Steffin coal yards. the 1920 
eensus gave Fennville a population of 547. 


BRAVO, 


_ Alonzo Sherman and Ezra L, Davis came to Section 32, Clyd 
Township in 1867 and erected a sawmill, employins about twen- 
ty men, and cslled the place Sherman. They also opened a | 
store, and a postoffice was established. “hile we do not 
have the official recorés, parties who lived in the place at 
the time say the postoffice was first called Sherman, but 
there was another’ office of the same name in the state, caus- 
ing confusion in the mails, so it was found necessary to 
change the name of the office. The name Bravo was sent in to 
Washington and accented by the department and it has held 
that name sever since. Chandler Zaton was the first vostmast- 
er, and he told me how they came to choose that name, It was 
a long time ago, but if memory serves me rightly there was 
some discussion as to the new name, and he suggested Bravo, 
and it passed more as = joke than from any serious considera- 
tion, It seems to have been a joking compromise suggestion, 
and went that way. Eugene D. Nash succeeded Zaton as post _ 
master, and held the office for a number of years. FYenry Mace 
traw was the first station agent, but was transferred to Hol- 
land, and Mr. Nash took his place as agent, which position he 
held a long time, and had the nostoffice in the denot. 

. irs oe de oe aR Ae ie ok He . 
The following list of persons onerated mills at Bravo, out we 
ean only approximate the dates, as we have nothing but memory 
r | | . (to go by: 

Davis was not in company with Sherman in 1872, but Sherman op- 

erated the sawmill until about 18385. It did not do much busi- 
ness, however. His habit was to get logs enough for a_cer- 
load of lu~ber and then saw it out. There was a shingle mill 
there before the railroad ceme, but we forget who ran it. Al- 

& & i ni r Ml) & in 
for epee pill See EOL MAE BakeLe- babe SObHtE 
ous Bull 2°Coflins in the early 70's, ran the mill 2 snort 
time, and moved avay. ‘/eleh & Crawford put in a portable 
mill after Blackner left. Welters & Sprague had a mill also, 
and this was peculiar from the fact that they had two engines - 
a stationary and a traction engine - hitched to the same saw. 
They also had a steau skidder in the woods and drew the logs 
to the skidvays by long cables and a traction engine. They 
were logging off from svampy ground where it was difficult to 
work oxen. Also they had a railroad, built with poles for 
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track, and the cars were drawn by team. They logged orf a 
forty acre lot for George Oliver of Ailegan. It was mostly 
ash and svamp woods, and they were operating in 1877. Aroth- 
er mill that was run by a traction engine was there in the - 
lete 80's, The last milling business was a crate factory run 
by Georce “hiting end another man about 1908, before and af= 
ter, but it burned, and was renewed in Puliman. 
Bravo has been an important shipning noint for the surround-: 
ing country ever sinee the railrosd came, .&. D. Nash ocverat- 
ed a general merchandise store he-e for a long time, followed 
by his son Will, and the store is now owned and operated 4 
tS eats, | (Will's son, D. Nash, 
LETTER NO. 30 - SETTLEM™NTS. Pe } 
PEARL, 


r 


O. R. Johnson & Co. secuzed large tracts of land in Ciyde and 
to the east, and in 1872, as soon as the railroad was con- 
pleted, they caused a large sawmill to te erected on the line, 
and called the nlace Clyde Center. Their timber was mostly 
white rine, At the time the road was séins balit there was a 
general feeling that the Johnson company had considerable in- 
fluence in iis location so far to the east of the center of 
the agr‘.cultural lands. The first surveys were near the lake 
shore, and contributions were signed for s Ganges tnd Sausa- 
tuck route, but for some mysterious cause that was abandoned. 


Brooks Hazleton and a Mr. Nggleston were interested in 1 
mill, and Uazleton was in full charge of the whole works 
Several houses and 2 large boarding house were buil 
devot and yostoffice were establisned, both bearing 
Clyde Center. There were around seventy-five men 
there during the life of the nlace, and a larg 
business was carried on, but by 1877 the saw timb 
and the place became a thing of the past. The st 
ever, remained of considerable importance as a sh 
let for the farming section tributary, and a store has been | 
Maintained ever since. Also the hall on the second floor of 
the mill boarding house has been used as a community and gen- 
eral public gathering place ever since. 


? 
ing ote 


At ee 


In 1881 the name of the nostoffice was to be changed. I know 
not why and the name Fearl was sent in to the department in 
honor of a2 distinguished resident of the townshine Hr. Sinm- 
eon 0. Pearl. This was acceoted and the mame is still held ‘ 
both by the nostoffice and railroad station. 


There was a saymill set un about a mile east of the station 

by Joseph Piles, anc another a mile east of that by Shelby 

Nash, both in the S0's, These were the usual "pichup" mills 

that worked up the timber phone e apagy by the first slaughterers. 
. F me fe Ee 


PULLMAT. 


Messrs. Hopner & Bennett owmed lend on Section 9, Lee Town— 
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‘ ame 


ship, woon wich two Clement trothers set up_a sawmill in 
1870. Holden & Loney took the contract to clear this land, 
and bought the mill. In 1671 Bonfoey & Eulbut erec*ed a shin- 
gle mill and Sweet & Ferguson a sawmill. In 1872 Evatt & An- 
derson put in a sawmill. Twenty-three families, or about 215 


started a shingle mill, and by 1980 two sawmills were again 
in operation. A postoffice vas established in 1876 and Rane 
som Snell was appointed postmaster. The change in name from 
Hoppertown to Fuliman was mede January 15, 1902. 


NEW RICHMOED, 


“From Allegan County History we quote: "The little village 
known as Richmond, at which is located the postoffice of “ew 
Richmoné, was created by the completion of the Chicaso-and 
West Michigan road, being chosen as a station vecause cf its 
easy access by river from Saugatuck, MH, F, Marsh, who owned 
land in the neishborhood, leid ont the village, called it 
-Richnond, built a sawmill, and soon afterword a few veople 
came in and put up residences. lr. Marsh then opened a store, 
and in a short time Gilbert Lamoreaux stocked a second store 
ane erected a commodious tavern known as the Vestern Hotel, 

B. F, Wheeloc also onened a hotel called the Richmond House," 
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ée hey i 
eration es early as 1868 or 1869, for father drew lo; 
Varsh mill curing that time, and in the course of con 
tion: of the railroad ve Grew logs to the Marsh mill 
eut into ti 


re oO 
Je 
> 89 ricer 
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timber for the construction of the railroad 
This is of small consecuence, however, the object of 
letters being to approximate where exact data is not 
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The Karsh mill seved quantities of lumber during the tir 
was in overation, and for a time there were repair shops 
a seloon in operation, in addition to the enterprises ment 
ed, Mail was received here for Saugatuck and Douglas and % 
en by stare.: Also it was the passenger -and freisi:t station 
for the whole country to the lake until the interurban came 
icine” <i a RA ec its | SRR (to Saugatuck. 
The first postoffice in Manlius was established at Richmond 
in 1837. That was the John Allen venture that failed. Jona-= 
than Stratton, a surveyor _in the employ of Allen, was the 
first postmuster. Ralvh R, Hann was successor to Stratton in 
1838, In 1843 he resigned on account of lack of business, “— 
and the office was ciscontinued. In 1846 a postoffice was «s— 
tablished at Manlius village and Randall Curtis was appointed 
postmaster. lr. Curtis had built a tannery there. Those _ 
filling the position later vere Willian C. Meeker, Ralph R. 


™ 


Fann, T. S. Coates, David Signor, Norman Uowker and James W. 


~ 
at 
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Sackett. in 1872 this office was discontinued and one estab- 
lished at Ney Richmond. This name was given as there was an- 

other Richmond in the state. J. G, Lamoreaux was the first 
postmaster in this office. He held the vosition until 1878, 
and was succceded by William Delvin. 

Fob oie tok 

The date regarding ell the earliest settlers in and around 
the location of New Richmond is not as hand pe tee a few may 
be men“ioned, ‘There seers to have been quite a4 catnering in 
that neighborhood in the carly 40's shouch 40% in the com= 
pactness of a hamlet, since they nearly all took up tracts of 
land and settled on it. Taose for whom we have the cates aret 
Asa and Norman Bouker and “, C, Meeker came in 18415 John §. 
Gidley broushtchis:fanily ins 1842, and his son A. P, Gidley — 
was a youngster at ‘the time. Jonathan Jade came in 1844, ale 
so Thomas Lamoreaux with his family, including his sons, Je 
Gilbert end Isaac, and =:is brother Dertel with his family. 
Boenezer, Isasc ee and Irs, James Smeed were his children. 
Mrs. E ker Stow and Mrs, Nenry Beragar also ere Lanoregux 
firis. George Veeder | and family came in 1845 and settled on 
th 12 southeast quarter of Saction. 31. rirs S eacn r wes one of 
the Barasar i fomily mentioned earlier. R. "R, Mann, J. H. Bill- 
ings and David Sisnor, with others mentioned earlier, came in- 
to the township in the early 40's or earlier, but ve 
have the years of their arrival. 








(Note. - This fin 
h 


inishes the history of settlements. I aim 
jiext to sive a shor 
(ei 


t history of the experiences in fruit dis- 
Geterd in conne n with insects and fungus troubles during 
the discoveries remedies and treatments and their apolica- 
Pion, Fc will be interesting to those aed in oe Chee 

And finally a history of the telephone ¢ ompany to fini ~ H,) 
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LETTER NO. 31.: 


People began setting fruit trees to sup poly home needs as soon 

as they h ad a clearing, A ver ¥ bareEnent and out of oes Way 
place was in the corners of the rail femme around the garden. 
The neaches were of the seedling sort, but they were ETOLGS 
and filled an important place on the table. eee, nears 
anc cherries were brought in, and were of standard varieties 
as such were Imown then. ; 


There was an Indian peach beet on ini eee penke of the 
Kalamazoo, ahowt a mile ecst of Douglas, when the whites: =. 2% 
first came, anc the locality was mown as "the Peach Orchard" 
until in the sixties. TI never heard of the fruit, but pre- 
sume it-was see@lincs. The trees had all disappeared by the 
time of my first recollection of the place. : 

ipa Ryo Sk 
I find in my notes that the first peach +rees brought to the 
lake shore by the whites was in 1839 by Harrison Hutchins. 
At the time of my first Poaels Ces in the late fifties, 
‘they all had a variety of tree and bush fruits sufficient for 
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home use, and nearly all the first comers had fifty to a hun- 
dred apnie trees in bearing. There vas no foreisn. market, =<: 
and we peddled our fruits in "The Flats" (Saucatuct), to the. 
mill hands, About this time or a little later an oceasional 
coasting hocker would core to Saugatuck and buy.a load to ae 
take to the coast towns along the lake, They also bousht po- 
tetoes and anything eatable,. Hy understanéing is that they 
supolied lumber totms usually. Alonz in the seventies buyers 
pegan coming and boucht ovr fruit end potatoes to shin away. 


z 


£ remember once in the late sixties Mr. Dressler, who lived 


north of Pier sree bought our peaches —- seedlings), end 
made contsiners of lath to shin ther in, There ray nave been 
twenty ise seaneta but tT doubt it. Ho one devended on their 


fruit as a commercial crop;, so paid little or no attention 
te it, Such orchards as there were usually vere used as pase 
ture ground, and the only prunins was just suffeient to keep 
the trees in form, and herdly that. ‘Ye knew nothing of spray- 
ing. In fact, there seemed no cause for it. There were sone 
wormy anoles, but not meny and as the soil was of virgin sort 
the trees grew vigorously and bore well, 

eae See fee or ak ok ok oe 
As early as 1870 the peach industry at St. Joe had sained 
some headway, and I think it wes in 1871 that Ee Cormick 
Hutchins and Loomis went to that section to investigate, 
They came beck well pleased with the prospec’, and the follow- 
ing year each set 1,000 peach trees Falf of them were of 
the Crawford varieties and the ot thers were standard varieties - 
Qld Mixon freestone, Stum the Yorld end Smock, My recollec- 
taanl t= that this: was the first starting .of the p 
with a commercial aim in mind at the time of settir 


a 
h 

tu 
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These men too! r 
soon begrn ge C eng £0 ea prices. iret a 
marketing of this fruit it was sold to buyers, who bought it 
on the trees and harvested it themselves. Prices ran a 
round one doliar a peck, net, on the Chicago market. Grovers 
soon began shinving to commission houses, and we were pester- 
ed to death with their solicitors. These prices stimulated 
the setting of pea ach orchards, end in a feu years thousancs 
‘Of acres were set to that fruit in western Al iilegan County. 
Special fruit trains vere run to take care of the output. 

Ten to fifteen cars a day was about the average from Fennville, 
though as many 2s thirty in a rush, besides cars fron New 
Richmond and Eravo. At the same tire steamboat lines vere in 
operation from Saugatuck, During the rush there were boats 
from tvo piers at Fier Cove, and each had a boat to Chicago 
and one to eae eee making four da ily boats there and Glenn 

Pler head a daily bozt, besides those from South Haven. 

es ak seo ae 

I should ae it was in the early eishties that a nev variety 
of peach was Giscovered. It Gevelopved on one branch of the 
tree, enc ‘the frmit swelled and matured about two weeks ahead 
of the fruit on the balance of the tree. It had a bright red 
cheek and red streals ran from the nit out to the skin, and 
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shoved a red dot on the surface. At the same time sprouts 
sprang from the Limb, that had small leaves of a light yellow 
color, end a stalk of spindling, alz most sickly erouth, In 
short, it was not a new variety at all, as was at first sup- 
nosed, hatethe government nathologists noemed it tne “peach 
yellows." Fo one could find ont where it came from, nor a 
eure, so the only treatment at hand was the ax. The trees 
had to be teken avay, root and branch, large openings were 
caused in many orchards, and in some cases W! hole orchards 
were cut out. The government sent vatholigists from lasning- 
ton to study the ciseassg and locally the towns appointed yel- 
lows commissioners, with orders to mark all affected trees, 
and if the owner would not destroy the trees, the commission- 
er was to do so, and the cost was charged in’ the taxes. 


Just when the yellows was in its worst stages another Gisease 
attacked the trees, and this wes the reverse of the yellows. 
It was called "little peach-,".as the fruit would remain very 
small ané did not ripen. No cure for this was ever found, 
anc.eragication of the trees was the only remedy. Soth these 
Giseases seemed to have run their race and vere on the de=- 
cline when the bic freeze came in 1899, More of that later. 
In either case the fruit was not found to be injuricus to — 


those eating it, but the trees died in a year or two. 

He bok ge ok ek oh 
Lite ali fruits, the peach was not a sure CPep. About one 
eren in tvo or three years was the average. As the procuction 
increased, the selling prices lowered, until in case of a gen- 
eral cron the season failed to osy godt) 1so in panic yeers 
thére was no market at a livine price. Perhans the season af 
1896 was the worst, when there was an excellent crop, but -- 
prices rar so low that we had to shake thousands of mishels 


ra) 


of fruit on the ground to save the trees (A peach rotting 
on a twig will kill the twin from the peach out if left where 
it grey, thus reducing the bearing surfs as thoush the twigs 


were cut off.) It so happened. that the ts dba of 1899 was a 
complete failure of the pveach crop also. This condition cast 
a camper on our ardor, and in fact we did not set very satis-~ 
factory results in after years mm til the big freeze of Ceto- 
ber 10, 1906, whieh kiil ea every peach tree from the Indiana 
line to the Straits of Mackinaw. There was a severe freeze 
in the very early 80's that injured the trees to some extent. 
Some cut out their orchards, but others did not, anc those 
left bore crops for several years following. 

> Se Seok sok de Ske 
The disaster o f 1906 threw some of the crowers into bankrunt- 
ity Paver kert ie without a dollar, and they had to vacate 
their farms, Others vere left badly in éedt, some of whom = 
have reseined thetr standing, but others are still paying in- 
terest on dobts contracted before the ree Zee 


As an exemple of vanie years and seasons where there wos an 
over-suncly, I might state that in 1896 my nlace ran behind 
$600 with 10,000 pushes of peaches on the trees, That yeor 
we had both paute and over=-supnly. True; we:mads money in fa- 
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vyorable yerrs, bu it all goes to snow the error of Cepending 

bd (on any one crop. 
The yellow and little peach seem to have been completely 
killed out by the ‘bie freeze, for I do not remember of hear- 
ing of either since that time. Some have set small peach or- 
chards since, but that fruit has not tazen much attention of 
late ye2rs. The peach is not so denendable a tree as the ap- 
ple, pear and cherry as to hardiness. 

Weck sk ke eae 
A condition amusing to us now, odut tregic then, was the 
covery thet after a peach orchard was, taken out, the soil 
co 


= 


dis- 


would not produce vigorous farm ci "CDS as it cid before set- 
ting to the peach. 4 natural result was that we all conclud- 
ed peach trees lilled the soil. “We had vracticed erfectly 
clean culture in our orchards, and some bragged that Gow soc. 
could not find a weed in their orchards = which was true from 
end to end of the season. Later we learned that we had rue 
ined our lend Dy this intensive culeure, as we had vorked all 
the hums, or vegetable macte ry, out of the soil and left the 
bare earth, having added nothing to keep up the verotaple 
vol in the soil. Had ve used cover crops, or allowed weeds 
to frow, or in any menner put back something into the ground, 
we’ vould have retained the fertility of the soil, I hay ‘e or- 
chards in mind now, here on the lake shore, where they are do- 
ing the same thing, anc I am wondering if those men Imow what 
_they are doing. Chemical fertilizers won'* co it. 

ge ok whe of ot ake oe te 
The real cause of such heavy settings of peach trees at she 
first was the difficulty in getting apple and near crons A 
discrssion of that exnerfience will cali for a follow-up lete 
ter on the sudiject next veek. 


LETTE NOV" 324 

On a cuess I voulé say that it was in the early eighties that 
we began to note vhat was ealled the "June drop." Apples ty 
woule grow to about the size of a hickory nut, and in June 
drop off, but no ss susnected the cause. Late in the eicht- 
des our anoles left on the trees after the drop, in accition 
to having a d=rk blotch, were wormy also, and not salable. 
Peovle becanie very much discouraged, and consiéered appl 


e 
} 
trees only an imeumbrance and to no vrofit. ome ent out 
sections of their orchards, with the idea of clearing off 
the. trees leter. Onc man now living on the lake shore cut 
out a tienty-acre_ orchard of fifteen year old trees, all sood 
variettes and in. thrifty condition. No doubt there vould 
not have been an ab ate tree in this section in a short time 
had not the Aericultural College ses to work: ia) the interest 
of the anple industry. 


The Acticultural department came out with the information 
that it was the coc@ling moth that caused the vormy apoles, 
and recomended spraying the trees sith Paris ¢reen to poison 
the moth and its larvee. This was in the late eicshties, and 
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Frank Morley of Benton Harbor, who owmed a large orchard 2. 
half mile east of Fennville, was the first to begin systenat- 
£6 spraying. A few others followed Morley, and the exreri- 
‘ment vas vatched - and riciculed ~ but es results vere favor- 
able othe: = -ollouecc, so in a ‘few years spraying became more 
general, At this time the hsnd pumy on a barrel, with one 
man junsins at the nump handle ané another with 2 hose = 
plied with a nozzle, tied to = stick te hold it u>, was the 
only methog ’nown of applying the spray. Inprovenénts came 
slowly, but they came, 


me ek ah oho ; 
When it became a settled fact that worms in apples could be 
eontrolled, the crowers began to riscuss the idea power 
sprayers. In 1902 or '03, Edward Hutchins bought s tha thibe 
stationary steam angine and rigged it behind the rear axle to 
the wagon anc hitched it to a pump, and thus had steam pover 
instead of man pover with which to do his spraying. 2 : 


erhaps in the seme year, the 


At about the same time, and p i 
Vadsworth piocher s (Dwight and Leon) rigged up a gasoline pow- 
er arrangement , so we had these as the first pover sprayers 


in the community. Power sprayers vere not vet on the market. 
Rovever, there was some contrast between them and the machine 
we saw a few days ago which wut on a cgemonstration of prres= 
sure at 200, then 40°, followed with 600, then 3800 pounds, 


and the ienons trator gnid heiecenl.d show b,000speunds, wirilek 
eae as Pig we dic not coubt, 

£t the time rae the first sprayers we were using Paris 7reen 
fer coddling moth, bout at about this time we vere told the 
canse of the tJrne drop,” and were instructed to use Rordeaux 
mixture to ovrevent that. It was the apple scab, a fungus dis- 
ease, and the new crowth must be covered to ces*troy the spores, 

; th 


SO We mixed Saris sreen ond Bordeaux and svrayed for both mott 
and. scab at the same apnberaidaris . - ; 
This treatment served the purpose for worms and scab, but in 
a year or two the San Jose scale made its 2 


killing the SET Avain the Collece came to the rescue and 
this time with lize-sulnhur. whe home made was used at that 
tine ond boiling pigs were put up om most of the larger 
farms, so we all used that for seale, It came out that the 
latter preparation would prevent scab as vell as scale, and 
Bordeaux was in the discard, except for special purposes. 


Shothole funcus in the cherries and plums made its appearance, 
I should say, about 1910, and near psylla a little later, all 


of which call for special SPraySe I forget wnen the peach . 
curl leaf first appeared, mt it must have been in the early 
oe oe oa (nineties, 


The pear was not set to any extent as a commercial fruit un- 
til perhaps 1286, and then not so extensively as apoles and 
peaches had been, though there are cuite extensive orchsrds 
Browing here now. One thing that held the near back was fear 
(of the: blight. 
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a For verhaps fifteen years, and until a control was found for 
their enemies, apples and pears were at a standstill. No one 

; dared to set new orchards of either fruit, and as we had not 

i yet run the race with the peach and did not know its drev- 

backs, we plunged into that fruit, only to be let down ag 

i _ told in the last letter, 


Farly in the game, when fruit was mentioned we e11 thought of 

t apples, Later it came to be peaches, but now when fruit is 

5 mentioned we think of apples and nears. Cherries, plums, cur- 

1 rants ané quinces have been grown here for a long time, but 
never to the extent that apnoles, nears and peaches have, 
Strawberries are a short term plant. They come and go as the 
notion strikes the grower, so 2re not classed with the others. 

ok ok ok kk . 

The foregoing concerns what happened here, but these fruit en- 
emies origineted elsewhere and vere some time in reeching us, 
In 1892 the near blicht was being Aiscussed in the State Hor- 

4 ticultural Society, but its cause was not then known. Also 

, apple scab was under observation, but nothing is said in t 

} _ their reports about spraying for scab. 





, 

5 In the report of the State Horticultural Society for 1898 it 

; is stated that there were four orchards in the state that had 

scale. In 1905-5 we find line-sulnhur recommended in combat- 

(ing scale, 
A CORRECTION, 


In Letter No, 31 I stated that the freeze of the morning of 
Oct. 10, 1906, killed every peach tree from the Indiana line 
to the Straits of iackinay. This statement has brought out 
some raking over of the dusty corners of memory, and as a re- 
. sult of statements from men who were in the peach business 
: here at that time it may be best and nearer the facts to say 
that 90 per cent of the trees were killed. There were a fev 
small favored spots where the trees escaped, and some of them 
bore fruit the next season. I believe it is safe to say that 
as a result of the freeze those trees went into decline and 
did not live for long afterwards, On the mornings in question 
the mercury went to 6 degrees above gero, and it had to be a 
very favored location that would save trees, yet full of sap, 
bem Gl (from destruction. 
STORY OF LOCAL PHONE COMPANY 
by H. H. Hutchins. 


~ LETTER NO. 33. 4 


In the late eighties and very early nineties we in the fruit 
belt found ourselves very much in need of telenhone communica- 
tion, “hole farms vere set to fruit, snd in harvest time we 
would get “Isads to the piers only to learn later in the day 
that the boat could not land. Again we sterted loads to 
Fennville, a much longer drive, and when too late the boat 
would whistle for the piers. 


ee 
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As is always the case in a hurried time, we needed telephones, 
so I wrote to the Bell Company to find at what rental we 
could get 2 pair for our own use. They stated that they did 
not care to rent them in an out of the way place lils this, 
but would accommodate us at a rental of 575 a year for each 
instrument. ‘Je could not see 150 in it, so cid not order 
the phones, but about 189% the Harrison Electric Company won 
their suit with the Bell, and the next year we stood a good 
chance to buy vhones from them. 
ae sk ok ee 

In July, 1894, during the time between cultivation end har- 
vest, I went to the svamp and got out cedar voles to runa 
line from my place to the Ganges pier. During the same neri- 
od in 1895 I set the pole line, but as yet_hed made no ar~= 
rangements for phones. r, Bronson came along and asked what 
was on. “hen told, he seid he wanted an interest in it. 
Capt. Charles Me Yea did the seme. Er... Lint at the pier said 
the same, as did also George Barber, who was in the Ganges 
store. in fact, the idea struck the whole community at once, 
During this time I was at Saugatuck, and C. HE, Bird proposed 
a line from Saugatuck to Ganges pier, so they also could learn 
4f the sea would let bocts land. He said the Rogers & Sird 
Company would give S40 as a starter. I called on Capt. Re C. 
Brittain, 2nd he said the R. XM. Moore Company would match the 
other offer. Eoth companies had boat lines running from Sau- 
gatuck to Ganges and Chicago. Everybody worked for the enter= 
prise, and Fred Vade, who was nublisher of the Commercial, 
Gid all he could in the columns of his paper, anc it all 
helved. I took subscriptions, ane soon we were ready to be= 

 Seoksk aha e & (cin in earnest. 
A meeting of the subscribers was called.at Douzlas on July 31, 
1895, to consider the construction of a telephone line £LOR, 
Saugatuck to Douglas, thence to Ganges postoffice, and thence 
to Gronce E all. Fred “ade was chosen ehairman and E, HE. Rute 
chins secretary. At this meeting it was voted to elect 2 
board of five directors. Those elected were Dr. BR. E. Brun- 
son, Henry Bird Jr., Fred ‘ace, H, H. Butchins and Charles &. 
Bird. It was voted that the compeny be mown as g 
tuck and Canges Telephone Company. 


The board of Girectors met at the one of Dr. Brunson on Aug. 
2, 1895, at which Dr. Srunson was elected president, Charles 
E. Bird vice vresident, H. H.. Futchins secretary and treasur- 
er, and Henry Bird Jr. ‘sunerintendent of construction, under 
airection of the board. It was decided that lr. Bird proceed ¢ 
at once to have the line measured and staked, and arrange @ 
eontract for setting the voles. 
ae see ok oe ae 
At a meeting of the board of directors, held at the office of 
Fred Wade on Aug. 8, 1895, it was decidea thei .. Ho Hutchins 
proceed at once to get out poles for the proposed line the | 
same to be 25 feet long end not less than three sama ton di- 
AMevere 











Allegan County - 95 __ 


At a meeting of the board, held at the office of Fred Wade on 
Aug, 10, Tred Yade was @irected to take counsel on forms for 
the transaction of business and for incorporation of the com- 


: (nany. 
On Rov. 23, 1895, the stockholders adopted the bylaws of the 
eee et (company. 


We were incorvorated for %1,000 in the fall of 1895, and two 
years later re-incorporated for $2,000. On 4n>ril 15 ete, 
we re-incorporated for the same-amount of stock, but changed 
the name to Vestern Allegan County Telephone Company. 


The line connecting Saugatuck, Douglas and Ganges was run in 
the fall of 1895, an@ switchboards installed. ‘the next - 
spring we ran on to Glenn, and in the snoring of 1897 a line 
was run from Ganges to Fennville. Switchboards ‘ere in- 
stalled at the last named olace also. 
he Hoh te ee eo : 

At the beginnine none of us mew a thing about telephones, 
‘and very few had ever talked over one, We thought putting a 
phone in the hovse vas like furniture - that was the end of 
it: that the folks at the centrals would be glad to attend 
switchboards for the fun of it, and there would be no expense. 
By 1897 we had ouite a mumber of subscribers, and each raid 
ecst of materials and installation, 
I think it was in September, 129°, that a small cyclone visit- 
-ed Saugatuck, and tin roofs vere blown into our wires and 
tuisted aroune them lite a rope. Lishtning burned out the 
telephone coils, and our system was completely knocked out. 
‘Being msneger at the time, it fell to ~e to straighten things 
out. I could connect 3 phone to the line now, but that was 
the extent of my knowledge, so IT went to Chiesgo for informa- 
tion, The boat companies gave transportation end I gave my 
time and exvense. It took about two weeks to get in order 
again. This method of getting information was repeated on cc= 
ecasions of trouble for some time, but gredually we becan 
more self-reliant. All this time we held the notion that 

this would be the last trouble, and that all would be well 
with the telephone hersafter. Sut we all finally learned 
thst roses did not crow on telephones, and that we could not 
donate our time to the service. The switch atfencants vere 
voted 50¢ a day, and I got 31.50 for my time and horse. 

(a Ro eke 

At the end ov three years the expense figured up at 59 per 
phone for the three years. This was considered coutrsgeous, 
and some threatened to withdraw. The cost soon ran to $9, ~" 
then 56, and finally “9 a year, and the fact that it costs 
money to operate a telephone system finally became understood. 


The company is now under good management, an® we have 810 
telephones. Our resources and liabilities balance in our fa- 
yor, and all soes well in 1925. 

| ae ie Re . 


I h-ve been told by sore of the foremost telephone men in 
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western Michigan that ovrs is the first rural co-operative 
telephone company in the state, and, in their belief, the 
firct in the United States. This eame about by our having =: 
lines ready for the phones when the independent .companies 
first started their manufacture. Im fact, the Fell. vatents 
did not fully exoire until after our first instruments were 
yt 6: inet aeeA | (installed. 
LETTER NO. 3%, 


My earliest memory carries me back to the late '50's and 


60's, and as I compare the ways of she household now with 
those of 2 short seventy years ago and note the wide contrast, 
4t does not seem possible, so a short outline or those cays 
may be timely as ea cksing line to these historical sketches, 


For instance, father. shezrea the wool from off the shee»s, mo- 
ther and grandma carded it and spun it into yarn with the old-~ 
fashioned spinning wheel, then Imit it into mitts and socks 
for the fenily. (Later they took the wool to Allegan and had 
it eardeé by machinery.) The sewing machine was not know as 
yet, nor any ready made clothing, so wearing apparel was all 
made by hand in the hore. 


BMpout 1870 an agent came here and sold our folks the first 
seving machine I ever saw or heard of, It was a little af- 
fair that sat on the table, where it was held by means or a 
Clemo. It wes -opevated by a hend crank, and made a chain 
stitch. Care hac to be taken to secure the end of the thread, 
or the children would get hold of it and undo the whole seam. 
But it did its worts well and was a great help. 


Mother made pants for us boys ovt of the grain sacks common 
at the tine. They were heavy and stiff, but, they surely did 
wear vell. Knee pants for boys were not mown then, and men 
and boys wore boots, ‘Shoes for men and boys were not intro- 
duced until in the '70's. 

SRK 
During the week we all tucked our sants into our boot tons, 
but on "the sabbath" we pulled them over the boot tons en the 
outside, I really don't see now what difference that made, 
put it was the rule. In winter we wore a felt hat, but in. 
summer mother braided straw and made our hats. 


At this time also the cooking was all done in the pots that 
were hung on the chimney crane and swung in over the coals in 
the great fireplace and the baking was ell dore in the prick 
oven. I well remember the first stove, but have no recollec= 
tion as to the tine it was bought. It was on legs about a 

foot hich in front and eichteen ¢nches at the back, The oven 
was back of the griddles and above the top of them. Of course 
the top was level, tut the fire box dropned down below the af—= 
ter part of tre stove, which caused the short legs in front. 
The brick oven vas in use until after I was old enough to put 
the fire in it. We nut live coals in - I should say e half- 


. 
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bushel - and when one could hold the h nd inside the door 
just long enough to count ten it was reacy for the baking. 
We must heve used it until after 1865. "sox stoves” (what we 
lmow as a range) did not apperr for quite a while - no doubt 

Rese a ae (not before 1575. 
The art of canning fruit was not known, and we cried such eat 
ables for winter use. Berries were dried on tins; apples 
‘were auartered and pumpkins were sliced, strung on a string 
by means of a darning needle, and hung from the ceiling over 
the fire to dry. The string was avout a yare long, end both 
ends «sre tied to nails above. Later we made trays of Vath 
and spread the fruit on them end put them in she sun to ary, 
or secured then above the stove after we got a stove. Patent 


dryers were sold later. They were an inclusure with racks 
having wire netting for bottom. Some put them c-cr the stove 


with a slow fire, and some used lemp heat. 
HERA NSE 


Qur night light was the tallow cendle, but when there were no 
more candles at hand they made what was called a esTatve 
f tallow, with a strip of cloth laid in it, 


Theat was a saucer 
with one end resting up over the edge of the saucer for 2 
wick, The lantern was about the size and shape of a gallow 
kerosene can, verforated with fine holes, and a small candle 
‘secured in the bottom. As I remember, it eave about as mich 
light as a lightning bug, though it was more constant and 
. (more scattered. 

For tallow they killed a beef and tried out 211 the tallow 
possible. Our folks nad a candle mold - I have it now - with 
pines for eight candles. Mea wie was secured in the center 
of the tube, and the set was run full of hot tallow and set 

= ? {aside to cool. 
But when mating them in quantities this method was too slow. 
They nlaced tyvo strivs of wood about eisht feet long on two 
chairs, with a space °f about a foot vetween then, A set of 

2) 


candle sticks was at hand - wooden rocs 15 inches long by a 
half-inch in diameter - and it was supplied with about ten 
=) 


wieks, The -ricks vere Cipped in a kettle of lukevarm tallow 
and raised out slowly, so they would hold all the tallow that 
wout@é adhere to them, and the sticks were placed across the 
two Strios of vood, with the wicks hanging covwm. Boards on 
the floor caught the drip tallow. ‘nother act of wicks was. 
treated in the same way, and so on until the length of the 
strips was filled. Then we want over the whole again and aq 
gain, until tne candles were full diameter. Ho doubt 500 can- 
dles were msde at one operztion. The tallow was keot warm by 
turning in warm water, which went to the bottom and lett the 
tallow on top to rake the cancle. 

¥ fea pete ie tk 

Eo faetory soap was Krewnm, and we meade soft soap bY Leaching 
our harcviced ashes and boiling it in combination with crease 
fats. <A barrel each spring was about the amount reduired for 
| (2 year. 
It mist have been about 1870 when the first top buggies vere 
introcuced. Frevious to that time we had "shell stein" light 


2 
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wagon. Springs for wagons vere not known until some time af- 
ter that. The first springs were for the seats only, and fi- 
nally they were used under the box. 


-There wes no protection against flies, mosauitoes and bugs 
comirs into the house. There were swarrs of then. 


LETTER NO. 35 - PIONCER CO-OPERATIVE “ORK. 


(Mr. Eutchins writes: "I em acain sending you a ‘lest! let- 
ter. Some of the ol@ e fruit srevers took me to task for 


tim 
omitting these ha: ‘Denings, so I had to take tine to work it 
eat. I fe on think this is the final 'last' one.) 


The Fruit Shippers’ Association. 


pode ho SPACE SS 


The first co=onsrative venture in this section was Hrovght 
about by the excessive freish* rates we were obliged to pay 
between Fennville and Chicago. The fmerican Exoress Co. yas 
carrying sur teaches, and their rates by the 100 ecualed six 
cents fcr « Vifth-bushel ‘hasket of pesches, Severnl rsrowers 


got together and evolved the idea cf handling it themselves, 

fin the interest of the growers, Arransements were mede with 

a Fr. Gooérich of Chicago, who was engaged in unloading fruit 
there,to handle thet end of. the business. 


The croyvers were organized under the name of "The Fruit Ship- 
pers! Association,” though not incornorated, and closed a con= 
tract. with the railroad convany where y they were to take ov- 
er the entire charge of loa editing and unloading the fruit ears. 


Er, Harvey Jd. eeeeree vas elected nresident and John FE. 
Crene secretary. hey really stepned into the shoes of the 


Stal 


Dress company, pea Bae all responsivility, and paid .the 
reilreas a haulins rate that anoun ted to less than two and 
three-fourths cents per fifth basket, They hele the season 
of 1829 with a charge to the shipper of three and a fralf 

und they could nay all exnerses 
with a three cent chance, and there was yet a balence left in 
ining a 50 per cent cut in chergses. 


While the express company was charging six cents a basket the 
boats were charging five cents, which rate was soon cut to 
meet the new rail charge. 


The growers carried on the business for twenty years, and un- 
til after the freeze of 1906, which killed the peach tree 

and removed the necessity of the. association's further exist- 

(ence. 

s of t-is enterprise is dwme to the 

Thitbeck in loading the cars and 


Fuch erccit for the succes 
capable manasement of A, L, 
manifesting the shinments. 


In one yetr the s aving in freight to the erovers ef 4 
tion smonunted to °180,000, ané it was carefully figures 
rane and Edward Eut chins that the total se yirg during 
life of the a tion amounted to sla $1,060,006. J 
Goodrich shinned 40,000 baskets one year, and his savin 
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freight was around 71,200, 


Ve 





First Co-onerative Good Roads Movement. 


In acfition to this saving to the shinpers there wes still 4 
neat little balance, amcun*ing to from *500 to “1,200 per vear, 
left in the treasury which was used from year to yesr to in- 
‘prove the roads west from Fennville. Sed grades were reduced 
ané cravel applied, the results of wh ch we know so vell, and 


= 
Before the end of tris vork the town Tine was in good condi-=- 
tion for about four miles west, as well as sone of the north 
and south roads, ‘th ciation cid not take over the road 


e associa 
work, as is done by the state now, but out thelr work on 4s 
2 yr highway work. ; 


0% 


¢ after discovery was thet when the surveyors 
eane to lay out the srade for the present H-f9 state rosd 
they found nearly all the leveling and’) grading done by the 
growers was perfect, so they mace very Little chenge. Come 
grading was done by the state, to ge- dirt for widenins the 
ecrosswey slons Section 1, “anges. The growers had no survey, 
put left the sucervision of the vork to John fT. Dickenson, 

ne 


who leveled it “by the eye." 


wa at ee ewe ee oe 





>Zoneer Co-crerative Forketing. 


The first -o-nperative marketing here was in 1897, when tyo 
conpanics vere organized, with perhaps 2 dozen members each - 
the Femmville Froit Company, with be Yavley president, C. 3. 
Yeleh secretary, and James “lark manager, and the Fruitgrewers 
Company, Ltd., with Edward Hutchins president, H. H. Hutchins 
secretory, J. EB. Mutchinson treasurer, and J. H. Crane end L, 
D, Wadsworth directors, TFesides the officers named, ". H, 
Oven was its first manager. Both companies built lerge pack 


ing houses, that rut up by the Wennville Fruit Commeny nov be- 


ine cecupied hy the Fennville Truit Exchange, anc the one 
builté by the Fruitcrovers Company having been torr down end 


the Fennville Canning Company now occupying the site.” 


4, 


Poth of these associations enjoyed two seasons of snecessful 
operation, when the severe freeze of 1899.and the ravages of 
the yellows and little peach so injured the orchards that the 
members of neither had sufficient fruit to continue the enter- 

pared (prises. 
I have been unable to obtain statistics of the amc7nt of busi- | 
ness done by the Fennvilte Fruit Company, but froma statement 
of the Fruitsrowers Company it appears that in 1898 there were 
65 cars sold, mostly veaches, for which “18,783 was received, 
and sales in less tvan car lots brought the totel receints to 
219,321e81. The sales made by the other company ‘ere probab-= 
ly about the seme. IJ have no hesitancy in saying that if 
there orgenizations had been established so as to heve handled 
the crops of 1896, the output of each would have been consid- 
erably in excess of 100,000 bushels. 








fo give an idea of the extert of the peach industry in this 

section, I may sey I was sales manager for Wells-ficren “age 
ret Manufacturing Company curing the Tive years fron 1587 to 
1892, and in our bemmer year we sold at our three warehouses 
in Fennville, Pier Cove and Glenn, over 400,000 bushels, re- 
ducing smaller packages to busnels ~ the total sales amounte 
ing to over °20. 500°.” At the same time Vveed & Co. vere work- 
igs Bs whole torritory, and J, ?, Parron and Fred Hall had 
salesroozs in Yennville and op in Glenn, 4t that, 


4 ° Sb fe a LS : 
there was 2 shortarce of saclkdares 
(OD Ge wee ree Me Ge emt om te SS ee 


mt . 4 A ge Te 7 aaa 
ihe Present Fruit Furchanves. 





Ab the oresent tine the Femnville “ruit Exchenge and the Sau- 
gatuel: Fruit lcchange have bcen in active oneration for sever= 
al years, so that thoir suecess is assured beyond anestion. 
Durins the yours ef those earlier co-onerative venwures, 
soroying oncrations hed hardly started, end neaches vere prace 
tically the only fruit handled, while today the enenles of ane 
ples ean e 2 x such commlete control 
that th the bulk of those out up, anc 
neach 
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ee Gye = ae le Oe ee ee ee ee 
4 geyontieth anniversary of his birth - 3B 
Pa he $4 ay + paste 3 Sar Is A? ae : 
of at the Pioneer cathering at the Allegan Coune 
> 
4 


ee es ee ee es Oe 


Thouch I don't myself remember, this is what thes teld to mer 
'fuas the fourteenth of December, back in eighteen fifty-—thres 
the= a younsster came to see them at their howe beside the lak 
and whose lifetine forms the subject of the tnle we unfertake. 
Net a dollar in his pocket to cefray the cost of board 
nor & pocket for the dollar and he wouldn't say a word. 

None knew what to esl? hin, for he dién't give his name; 

so they eclled him Renry Hudson, just to place him in the game 


Seventy ea Heve passed us - jus* our three score ye 
ice s debug in the realm of morta 
1 here has sll been ecvt ave 


Ss 
a 
The onest se prevail 
then sheltered is tradition in our cay. 


and the wild life it 


Q bs 


The wolf, the fox, the deer, the coon, the squirrel and the bear; 


the mink, the turkey and the duck, the bird song in the airs 
the ovl, the hedsechog, echinmink eit are thinss we sse no more; 
he hunter and the oe naw, too, are in the times of YOrCe 


Tre Plow was drawn ‘mid sturrs and stones br = nage es slow; 
the wheat and grass vere evt by hand, corn planted with 2 hoe; 


erein weg cus with eradle, end the sheaves ‘e@ tind by hand; 
the sevthe ves used to cut the hay, hand ree and piterfork manned, 


Pat 
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The mover came to cut the hay 'bout elghteen sixty-three; 

the reaper then attached to it to haste the harvest bee, 
Revolving rake then sulky reke were next upon the jobs 

twine binders, too, came in their turn to aid the harves’ mob. 


s' feet; 
and wheat. 

hing time; 
1 combined. 


The threshing then was done by flail, or tread by hor 
the fanning mill would take the cheff from barley, 0a 
The tread power came, with cylinder, to speed the thr 
the sight horse sween soon folloved it, with fan and 


se 
is 
es 
al 


And then we had the tractor here - the first was run by steom, 
soon followed by the newer kind that fires by gasoline. 

The thresher, too, is 211 complete and blows the straw away, 
and so a winter's work before is run off in a day. 


Our roads lay winding throuch the woods, o'er corduroy and hill, 
with mud Imee deep betimes, or send, to try the frontier will. 
Surveyors came, the fires vere run, and tax for roads wes paids 
the lines were cleared, the swamps were filled, and crowning 

: RTed (tmrnpikes made. 
Our carriage wes the wagon sear,’ with sorin: poles for a seats 
'Tewas drawn by oxen in those days, few horses would one meets 
but as the woods were cleared away and crops began to grow, 
the horse became the motive power and oxen had 70 g0. 


fo warm their homes and coo’: their food, they kmew naught else 

| (but woods 

the fireplace, too, with martel shelf, was counted very good. 
Brick ovens Gid the baking, while the dimmer in the pot — 
was cooked upon the chinmey crane, swung o'er the coals red “hot.. 


The wool was teten o7f the sheep, and grandma spun the yarn; 

then nother imit the mitts and socks and found the holes to darn. 
The clothes vere cut and made by hand by those about the homes 
no store goods then could there be had, for no such thing ves 

r _ : . known, 
No coal ofl lemo, no kerosene, and no electric Lightecs z 
to aid the early pioneer to find his way by nicht, — 

for science and discovery had not, uv to his day, 
progressed beyond the tallow dip with which to light his way. 


Thee traffic on the lake as noted seven cecades agone 

was carried on in sailing ships, of which we now see none. 
Theeabin of the pioneer, with latch string on the door, 

has gone the way of all the rest of which we see no more. ‘ 


‘The sehool tax then was rated by the number in the school, 
and parents vaid uvon each child the portion set by rule; 
so when there were no children in the household to atwend, 
the school tax was omitted from the neighbor's tox stinend, 


And so it was the éuty of the house that numbered most 

to pay the zrester portion of the school tax on the list - 
and likewise, too, the teacher, for she had to board around; 
so where the largest fam'ly was her longest home was found. 
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And wren the tax became too sroat, or teacher didn't suit, 

the children stayed at hone that term and were not in the count, 
_ That left the rest of those who did attend the classes through 

so much the more to pay the lack of those who thus withdrew, 


The subjects taught in public schools of seventy yeers aso 
were readin’, writin', 'rithmetic, and ides SS as far's we go, 
When ercimar Was suge ested at a somewhat later tine 

the noise that it created made it seen nian st a crime. 


And so it was with elzebra and each succeeding class, 

"No one could use the enemedecy and the. tax would be a Lass a" 

The teacher, too, objected in a most emnhatic wey, 

for she didn": know the subject, and the knowledge vouldn't vay, ~— 





'Twas elghteen thirty ficht, you see, the first 

and built the house b- de ine lake to which they gave 
with neighbors few and far between, improvements car 
so not till elgnteen sixty-two did Fenn la 





Ard railroad trains vere far sway till eighteen seventy-one, 
the telegraph "bout seventy-six its lines here fir-% begun; 
the telephone was not at hand till eighteen minety-five; 


‘twas in the present century the auto did arrive, 


But now we have trunk lines salore to sp 

both as to conversation ean? to mish our 

with railroads and the anto car, and tal 

and seronlanes to fly aloft for hire at 
SS 

So when our though? go creeping back our three score years and ten, 

and note the nany changes vrousht between this ly 

the question comes - no use to guess - wat will oo hese te be 


when seventy years have roited arouné from nineteen twenty-three? 
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